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~Living for Hope ~ 
“And hope does not disappoint us, because God's love has been 

poured into our hearts...” 
 

~Romans 5:5 

Members and Friends, 
 
 On a recent trip to Haiti—a trip I can't stop thinking about—I noticed an odd thing in the capital city of Port-au-
Prince: public buses painted to look like airplanes.  I used to believe the most destitute city in the world was Douala, 
Cameroon, a shantytown of two million souls living in hovels without water, electricity, or sewage.  But Port-au-Prince 
makes Douala look kind of fancy.  Of course, in terms of natural beauty, few cities can compare with Port-au-Prince.  
Squint past the rusty corrugated metal rooftops and the decaying mounds of refuse, and Port-au-Prince is the San Fran-
cisco of the “two-thirds world.”  Haiti's hilly capital has dizzy heights and crooked little neighborhoods with steep streets 
and sweeping views of the bay.  But it remains the impoverished capital of a worn-out country.  Whereas Douala is nour-
ished by a vast, wild interior with dense forests and rich plantations, Haiti's little island of Hispaniola lacks natural re-
sources.  People flock into Port-au-Prince from a denuded landscape of treeless, eroded slopes and overworked soil.  
They're hoping to make a better life for themselves in town, but to an outside observer, the hopes of a stranger can look 
like wishful thinking.  

 I gazed from the comparative comfort of an air-conditioned Kia truck, a vehicle with only four occupants, amid 
the crazy, swirling congestion of Port-au-Prince at rush hour.  Almost every other vehicle in town was packed to the roof 
and beyond—quite literally—with people, and animals, and cargo.  The buses were all emblazoned with Bible verses, 
often from Exodus 14 (the crossing of the Red Sea), and decorated with fanciful metalwork in reds, and yellows, and 
whites.  Many of these buses had “Air Canada” scrawled on their sides, and they were painted to look like passenger jets.  
More good humor and wishful thinking from Haiti's playful poor.  And as we sat in the middle of that wild city, all of us 
snaking our slow ways to someplace else, I marveled as I often do in a crowd: “Each person here has a story as complex 
as my own.  Each of them lives for a handful of hopes.” 

 What is hope in a place like Haiti?  Emily Dickinson famously called it “the thing with feathers that perches in 
the soul.”  Rumi said, “Never lose hope, my heart; miracles dwell in the invisible.”  The best truths can only be spoken 
in poetry, but Haiti somehow defies abstraction.  Its poverty is real, seemingly endless, often fatal.  Even after fleeing 
deep into the countryside of the South Province, we never escaped the mangy dogs, digging through trash heaps, the 
mountains of garbage, jalopies held together seemingly with rubber bands and Elmer's, the searching eyes of the poor, 
the dispossessed of the world.  All of them, each and every last one, is living for whatever hope they are able to believe 
in.  Even the stray dog scavenging for a mango peel is living for some kind of hope, isn't it? 

 Hope, in Haiti, is a tenacious striving toward the light.  And it's probably the same thing in your life and in mine.  
What is hope in our America today, with its extremism, its shootings, its destructive greed, its ecological crisis?  What is 
hope in your life?  Hope is the natural state of humankind—more noticed in its absence than in its presence, something 
to be taken for granted like water and air.  Like pale weeds that sprout in the cracks of an old cellar wall, we humans 
reach for any ray of light that makes its way in.  However meager, we strive toward the light.  Hope is the imprint of 
God's good future in our dreams and imaginations.  It has to be nourished.  Hope has to be practiced.  It has to be attend-
ed-to daily.  The longings of hope are the vehicles that bear Christ's kingdom into a broken and aching world...just like 
all those colorful buses, painted like airplanes, bear their passengers away to places and to lives that I cannot begin to 
know: joys, laughter, sorrows, dreams.  Hope “does not disappoint us,” for it keeps us going whether or not its goals are 
met...which is perhaps its highest goal.   

 In this new year, amid all the troubles of our world, I would encourage you to invest yourself in real and con-
scious acts of hope.  Flagrant, daring, maybe even naive.  Live for hope. 

In Christ's Peace, 

~Brian 
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Committee Chair 

Steve Boisvert 
sdboisvert@verizon.net  

 
Below is our schedule through the end of January.  
Adult Education meets in the Friendship Room from 
10:45 – 11:45 a.m. on Sunday mornings following 
worship and fellowship time.  Please join us in the 
new year.  If you have never attended a session, give it 
a try. You’ll find stimulating ideas and conversation as 
we explore what it means to be people of faith in this 
ever-challenging world. 
 
Dec. 27 Christmas - No Adult Ed 

Jan. 3:  De-deck the Halls - No Adult Ed 

Jan. 10: Elder Dave Green will review noted theo-
logian Walter Brueggemann's book Cho-
sen? Reading the Bible Amid the Israeli-
Palestinian Conflict. 

Jan. 17: The Rev. Dr. Brian Snyder will continue 
his series on spirituality and theology in 
our lives and the life of the church. 

Jan. 24: Sarah Stockey from Franciscan Universi-
ty will lead a class on issues affecting 
medical ethics training and implementa-
tion. 

Jan. 31: Dr. Jerome Creach will lead a class on the 
Book of Amos and our corporate respon-
sibility as a church and denomination. 

 
Kids Care During Adult Education 
This is a reminder that during the Adult Education 
hour, children attending childcare in Room 110, 
(lounge across from music room), must be signed in 
and out by an adult responsible for their care. Unat-
tended children will not be permitted to stay and will 
be sent back to find an adult to sign them into Kids 
Care. Thanks for your cooperation.  

   
Director 

Marla Kemmler 
ma@bhccml.com 

 

 

January 3—Family Worship   

All children will remain in worship with their parents. 
The Nursery will be open.  
 
January 10 

Normal Sunday school schedule resumes.  
 
Eat and Meet — Grades 5 and Up, our monthly 
traditional youth group meeting, will be held on Sun-
day, January 10, from 6:00-8:00 p.m. in Fellow-
ship Hall.  It will include dinner, games and Bible 
study.  

Save the Dates! 

 The Tweener Retreat at Crestfield Camp and 
Conference Center is scheduled for Saturday, 
March 12, through Sunday, March 13.  Grades 
four through six are encouraged to attend.  Addi-
tional information regarding registration will be 
available later this month.   

 Please mark your summer calendars for            
July 11-15 for Bower Hill Day Camp 2016!   
YES! You read that correctly! We are already 
planning our summer programming calendar.   
Last year’s Day Camp was so much fun that we 
couldn’t wait to share the good news with our 
families!   Once again, Bower Hill will partner 
with Crestfield Camp and Conference Center to 
host an ALL DAY Camp for completed grades 
one through six.  Watch for details in the Febru-
ary newsletter. 

 

            New Year’s Day 

 Friday, January 1 

 
     Martin Luther King Day 

 Monday, January 18 

If you are interested in pur-
chasing sanctuary flowers or 
making a donation to the 
charity of your choice in 
memory or honor of a loved 
one, the following dates are 
available at this time:  Janu-

ary 24 and January 31 

Please contact the office for details.  
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Wor-
ship Plans 

 
January 3: Epiphany Sunday 

Communion: Matthew 2:1-12; Ephesians 3:1-12 
“The Mystery Hidden for Ages” 

 
January 10: Baptism of the Lord 
Isaiah 43:1-7; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

“Turning Points” 
 

January 17: Epiphany 2C 
John 2:1-11; I Corinthians 12:1-11 

“A Variety of Gifts” 
 

January 24: Epiphany 3C 
I Corinthians 12:12-31a; Luke 4:14-21 

“Why Not Yesterday?” 
 

January 31: Epiphany 4C 
I Corinthians 13:1-13; Luke 4:21-30 

“The Riddle of Inequality” 

 

 

Communion Servers—January 3 

Dick & Kate Junker, Ruth Robbins, Cathy Morgan 
 
Lectors 

January 3: Andy Druckenbrod 
January 10: Steve Grier 
January 17: Cynthia Gissin 
January 24: Ruth Robbins 
January 31: Nancy Salvante 
 
Greeters 

January 3: Carolyn & Dick Westerhoff, Paul Blake 
January 10: DJ & Sheri Geis, Phyllis Madden 
January 17: Alfie & Val Watterson, Cathy Morgan 
January 24: Steve & Amber Grier, Barb Hughes 
January 31: Nancy & Dave Green 
  Lynn Helbling Sirinek 
 
Usher Captain: Andy Druckenbrod 
 
Acolytes 

January 3: Avery & Sydney Saba, Ellie Rising 

January 10: Amelia & Lydon Cameron, Sage Williams 
January 17: Henry & Clara Druckenbrod, Leo Geis  
January 24: Julian & Madelyn Salvante 
January 31: Graceann Foster, Avery Saba, Ellie Rising 
 
Coffee Hour 

January 3: Cameron Family 
January 10: Mackey Family 
January 17: Snyder Family 
January 24: Boisvert Family 
January 31: Grella Family 
 
Flower Deacons 

January 3: Nancy Criswell 
January 10: Kathy Philson 
January 17: Doris Olinger 
January 24: Sally Child 
January 31: Josie Sheldon 

January Worship Volunteers 

Greetings from our BHCC Interns 

We would like to thank all of you for your hospitality 
over these past couple of months. It has been an excit-
ing time for both of us helping with the youth ministry, 
and it has been a delight meeting many of you. We 
would like to take a brief moment to introduce our-
selves. 
 
My name is Tyler Musher.  I am a graduate of Slippery 
Rock University and received a degree in Parks and 
Recreation with an emphasis in resource management.  
I am an intern at Crestfield Camp and Conference Cen-
ter which involves being outside a great deal, and I love 
it.  I am learning about hospitality and grace, and how 
the behind-the-scenes work at conference centers and 
churches is carried out. 
 
My name is Jeremiah Wagner. I am a recent graduate of 
Penn State’s Master of Accounting program. Like Ty-
ler,   I also am an intern with Crestfield after working as 
a counselor the past couple of summers. I am interested 
in youth ministry and missions. 
 
We recently became new members of the church and 
we are excited to be a part of this great community. It 
has been a joy working with Marla and the many others 
who are helping to grow the youth ministry. May Peace, 
Joy, Hope and Love be yours during this Christmas Sea-
son, and throughout the New Year! 
 
Sincerely, 
Tyler Musher & Jeremiah Wagner 



 
 
 
 

Haiti Trip Summary  —  December 5-10, 2015  
From December 5-10, Brian Snyder, Darenda Lease and Rick Jacobs were in Haiti to visit many of BHCC’s existing water purifi-
cation systems and to lay the groundwork for our seventh installation in the village of Lanarge, Haiti. It was a very productive and 

promising trip!  
Saturday night was spent in Port-au-Prince so that we 
could be close to our first visit, which was the large 
church and orphanage called Life is Wealth in Carre-
four Feuilles. We installed a water system there in No-
vember of 2014.  Brian was invited to preach on Sun-
day sometime during their 7-9:30 a.m. service (yes, 
those are normal church hours! And Sunday school is 5
-9:00 a.m.!!). He delivered his message in French 
(Haiti’s official language), only to discover that most of 
the congregation only speaks and understands creole! 
Those that did understand told him it was a wonderful 
and uplifting message...Brian was not so easily con-
vinced!  However, the congregation was very happy to 
see us there and welcomed us afterward with many 
hugs, handshakes and smiles! 
 
After the service, we met with their Water Committee to 
congratulate them on the great job they are doing with their water purification system and to 
hear from them their thoughts and ideas going forward to distribute pure clean water to the sur-
rounding communities. 
 
We drove to Les Cayes in the afternoon for our next visit, which was a dinner meeting at Tor-

beck Rectory to meet the new priest and revisit with their water committee. We had asked our Haiti coordinator, Ancy, to arrange 
this for us (we provide funds for the meal). The Priest and his wife prepared a delicious variety of Haitian foods for 14+ people. It 
was a very inviting way to reunite with this water committee and their new priest. There was much to discuss. This site is in need 
of a new well and total rehabilitation of the existing system. The system has been shut down for the past eight months. We contin-
ued discussions with them again the following afternoon.  
 

We were able to spend time at two other sites in Les Cayes, having productive conversation at 
each. The one need all sites expressed is a desire to own a tri-motorcycle with a built-in large 
trailer that would help them deliver 20 or more 5-gallon bottles to those that can't get to their 
facility. It would provide a way to sell more water and minister to those in need of clean water. 
We saw many of these cycles being used for various services all over Haiti. 
 
Our proposed 7th site is a birthing center called Maison de Nassiance. They are the only medical 
facility that caters to women in the Les Cayes area.  Between 
2013- 2014, they birthed 2,000 babies without any mortality! 
The problem at this site is a very contaminate well that sup-
plies all the water for this facility. They have been treating 
their water with chlorine for quite some time. Providing a wa-
ter purification system at this location would give the staff, 
their patients, visitors and the community access to pure clean 
water. Pregnant women and children are especially susceptible 
to water borne diseases. We will continue our covenant dis-
cussion via email and are currently working on funding for 
this facility with great hope to do this installation in the spring 

of 2016! 
 
We arrived back to Pittsburgh on Thursday evening full of good Haitian food, a few extra 
pounds and a renewed enthusiasm about working with our partners in Haiti. God has truly 
blessed BHCC through this mission. Our Haitian brothers and sisters send you, the congregation, 
of BHCC many prayers of blessing and gratitude. We heard these words at every site we visited. 
It was the first thing they wanted us to know! It is very important to them that you know this. 
 
We ask for your prayers as the BHCC Haiti Team works to make decisions on how best to 
move forward at each of our sites. 

Happy New Year! 
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Members of the water committee at  
Vernet, Frantzou’s system. 

Early breakfast before church on Sunday 

Dinner with the Torbeck committee. 

View from the window at the system at Vallier. 
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Community Notes 
Want to be included on this page? Submissions are due the 15th of every month  

for the next month’s publication. 412-561-4114 or office@bhccml.com 

 Coffee, Cake & Conversation 

A new fellowship group, for those members available 
during the day, will debut on Tuesday, January 26. Cof-
fee, Cake & Conversation will meet on the fourth Tues-
day each month at 2:00 p.m. in the Lounge (Room 110).  
This is an opportunity to extend our fellowship time 
from fifteen minutes on Sunday mornings to two hours 
once a month.  Coffee and cake will be provided: the 
conversation is up to you!  Contact Bill Cadwell for 
more information. 
 
Food pantry collection 

The next collection day for Wallace Food Pantry is Sun-
day, January 10.  The Pantry collects food items that 
they will need to provide supplies to all their client fami-
lies.  Low-sodium food and cereals, baby food and sta-
ples like oatmeal and peanut butter are always appreciat-
ed.  These and any donations of non-perishable foods, 
toiletry items, and paper products are welcome and are a 
great help in enabling the Pantry to serve their clients. 

Senior Men’s Group 

The senior men's breakfast group 
will meet on Wednesday, January 6, 
8:00 a.m. at Kings Restaurant on 
Route 50 near the end of Greentree 
Road. The group will continue to 
meet on the first Wednesday of 

each month through April.  The group meets in the 
room to the left of the cashier, and no reservation is 
necessary. Usually six to ten men attend. All men are 
welcome to an unstructured discussion of any 
(whatever) topic that comes to mind. 
 
Bookworms  

Bookworms is our ladies’ book discussion group. It 
meets on the third Tuesday of each month at 7:30 
p.m. in Room 103 for fellowship and discussion of a 
chosen title.  Everyone is welcome to read the book 
for the month and join the discussion.  
 

January 19—The Warmth of Other Suns  
by Isabel Wilkerson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 3 Lynn Sirinek 
 
January 5 Erik Johnson 
 
January 7 Drake Robbins 
 
January 8 Betty Winnett 
 
January 9 Mary Ann Scott 
 
January 10 Pat Jacobs 
 
January 11 Lynn Mezyk 

 
January 13 Sydney Saba 
 
January 14  Phyllis Madden 
 
January 15 Gary Gorski 
  Matthew Kocher 
 
January 16  Nina Mackey 
  Richard Rothrock 
 
January 18 Paul Blake 
 
January 21  Bev Burke 
  Ellie Marcovsky 
 
January 22  Lee Ferrero 
  Dave Hicks 
 
January 24 Lindsay Bruder 
  Mary Lou Frock 
  Julian Salvante 
 
January 26 Inese Baumhammers 
  Brian Snyder 
 
January 27  Adam Andrews 

 
January 28  Sally Child 
  Kent Jones 
  Tyler Ryfun 
 
January 31 Katherine Gallagher 
  Nathan Rising 
  Julia Snead 

Please take a moment to read through the 

names, pray for them, and offer them 

your best wishes!  

If your name is not listed, it is because 

the church office does not have your 

information. 

Please call 412-561-4114 or email of-

fice@bhccml.com.. 
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 BHCC Fall Flea Market By The Numbers 
 

On the 21st day of the 11th month of the 15th year in the 21st century, the 
Bower Hill Famous Flea Market was held. Over the previous 12 months we 
had collected so much merchandise that we had to add 1 extra room. Over 
the course of 4 days we brought down the boxes and transformed 3 rooms, 1 
hallway and 1 kitchen into a discount shopper’s paradise; well actually, the 
Boy Scouts brought down the boxes. 
 
30 minutes into the 8th hour on the 21st, the sale began. Sales from that day 
alone added up to over $3500. The new toy room was a huge success mak-
ing around $500. The Bower Hill Boutique (aka Nancy’s Nook) also topped 
$500, and the jewelry made around $300—the best jewelry total in years. 
Selling 3 types of soup, 23 hot dogs, 10 hot pretzels, 6 salads and too nu-
merous to count cookies and brownies, the Snack Bar made just under 
$300. 
 

With the addition of the extra room, we needed extra help and Bower Hillers showed up. We had at least 4 new helpers 
on set up day, including 1 woman from Good Shepherd and at least 6 new helpers on the day of the sale. Our customers 
were quite impressed with the customer service provided by the 4 youth working at the sale-2 in the snack bar and 2 in 
the main room.  
 
When all was said and done, the final total for the flea market was $5329. Between the pricers, the Boy Scouts who 
brought down (and took back up) the boxes, unpackers, bakers, soup makers, cashiers and baggers, snack bar helpers, 
jewelry helpers, boutique helpers, toy room helpers and people who helped pack up what was left, it took no less than 55 
people to make this year’s flea market a rousing success-and that’s not counting all the people who donated merchandise 
and/or shopped. Many of those 55 assisted with more than 1 task (i.e. baked and helped with set up) and at least 2 helped 
with both the flea market and the memorial service held at the church that afternoon. 
 
1,000 “thank yous” are not enough to express our gratitude to everyone who made this year’s flea market such a success.   

 
Flea Market — Why We Do It 

 
The $5000 we made from this fall’s flea market was a great reward for all of our hard work, but we don’t just do it for the 
money. The Flea Market provides many services to the community.  Many people make a living buying items at flea 
markets and then reselling them online or at other sales. Other customers may be having a rough time and truly need a 
good bargain. After the sale was over we put aside a bunch of baby stuff, lamps, sets of glasses and other items for Laura 
from Family Promise and gave some children’s books to the Neighborhood Academy-they encourage the teens to take 
home the books to read to their younger siblings. Several trips were made to Goodwill and two boxes of stuffed animals 
were given to SHIM. Jean Miewald, who heads up the Bower Hill team when Family Promise stays at the church, also 
took a bunch of stuffed animals to place as a gift on the beds of the children when they stay here. 
 
But the most fun part is to hear the individual stories of our shoppers. We touch people’s lives in ways you don’t always 
expect. For example, we had a gentleman from Illinois purchase a Wizard of Oz Ruby Slippers Ornament that was donat-
ed a few years ago through one of our Craig’s list ads. It turns out that his wife broke hers last year and he was very ex-
cited that he found a replacement for her.    
 
The best story of 2015 came in an email from Jean Miewald. “I want to thank you for letting me take so many of the 
stuffed animals from the Flea Market, and letting me know about all the Build a Bears that were available.  I put one 
on each of the children's beds for the Family Promise group staying at 
BHCC this week.  Little Azariah is carrying her's around whenever I see 
her.  Tamika thanked me for giving one to her daughter Ari.  Then she said 
that the last thing that Ari had done with her Dad before he died was to 
make a Build a Bear, and then somehow, it got lost.  So she was very 
touched by our gift.  It amazes me how easy it is to make a difference in 
someone's life, so unintentionally.” 
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Sunday Transportation 

Need a ride to worship? The deacons would like to provide a r ide for  members 
who need one.  Please contact the Church Office several days 
before Sunday worship, and someone will help schedule your 
ride. 
 
 
 

Are you willing to GIVE a ride? 

The deacons are compiling a list of people who might be willing 
to give rides to church. There are several people who do not 
drive who might come to church if they had a ride. If you would be willing to offer 
rides, please call the church office at 412-561-4114.  

 

OUR CHURCH STAFF 

 

 Rev. Dr. Brian Snyder, Pastor 

br@bhccml.com 

 

Company of Pastors 

 Rev. Tami Hooker 

Rev. Fred Leasure 

Rev. Dr. Betty Sykes 

 Rev. John Yohe 

 

Marla Kemmler, Director of Christian Education  

and Youth Programs 

ma@bhccml.com 

 

Anne Smith, Director of Music Ministries 

an@bhccml.com 

 

Dianne Scott, Financial Secretary 

di@bhccml.com 

 

Karen Reynolds, Office Administrator 

office@bhccml.com 

 

Jim Askins, Custodian 

ff26emt@gmail.com 

 
THE CHURCH OFFICE 

[412] 561-4114 

Monday - Friday   9:00 a.m.— 2:30 p.m. 

Bower Hill Community Church 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

Please pray for Our Care List 

70 Moffett Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15243 

Phone: 412-561-4114 
Fax: 412-561-2252 

E-mail: office@bhccml.com 
www.BowerHillChurch.org 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 


