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~THY KINGDOM COME~ 

 

“And again, the kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and hid.  In 
his joy, he goes and sells all he has in order to buy that field.”   

~Matthew 13:44 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 
 Walter Rauschenbusch was a professor at Colgate Rochester Divinity School (my most recent alma mater) in the 
early 20th century.  Rauschenbusch believed that Jesus wanted personal salvation for believers, but that Jesus’ vision of 
“The Kingdom” also called for the renewal of human society.  Rauschenbusch was not a Utopian; he knew that the 
world would never be perfect.  But, in his view, if a church emphasized personal conversion and neglected social justice, 
then it was guilty of distorting the vision of Jesus.  This theology came to be known as “The Social Gospel,” a term that 
is sorely misunderstood today.  Consider this parable by Rauschenbusch: 
  
 When the 19th century died, its spirit descended to the vaulted chamber of the past, where the spirits of the dead 
centuries sit on granite thrones together.  When the newcomer entered, all turned toward him and the spirit of the 18th 
century spoke: “Tell thy tale, brother.  Give us word of the humankind we left to thee.”   
 
 “I am the spirit of the wonderful century.  I gave humankind mastery over nature.  Under my rule, knowledge 
has unlocked mines of wealth, and the hoarded wealth of today creates vaster wealth tomorrow.  I freed the thoughts of 
humankind.  They now face facts and know.  The deeds of the East are known in the West at morn.  I broke the chains of 
bigotry and despotism.  I made humankind free and equal.  Every person feels the worth of his or her humanity.  I did for 
humankind what none of you did before.  They are rich.  They are wise.  They are free.”   
 
 The spirits of the dead centuries sat silent, with troubled eyes.  At last the spirit of the 1st century spoke for all: 
“We all boasted of our accomplishments when we first came here, and you more arrogantly than any other.  But in time, 
shame and guilt have choked our pride.  You speak as if the redemption of humanity has come at last.  Has it come?” 
 
 “You have made people rich, so does that mean that there is no one hungry today and no one fearing for tomor-
row?  Do all children grow up with equal opportunity and education?  Do none die before their time?  Has the mastery 
of nature made people free to enjoy their lives and loves?  You have made people wise.  Are they wise or cunning?  Have 
they learned to sacrifice selfish interests for the greater good?  Have they learned to treat others with justice and love?  
You have made humanity one.  Are there no barriers of class to keep people apart?  Does no one benefit from the toil 
and degradation of others?  Do people no longer spill the blood of others for their own ambition, and the sweat of others 
for their greed?” 
 
 As the spirit of the 19th century listened, his head sank to his breast.  “Your shame is already upon me.  My great 
cities are as yours were.  My millions live from hand to mouth.  Those who toil longest have the least.  My thousands 
sink exhausted before their days are half spent.  My human wreckage multiplies.  Class faces class in sullen distrust.  
Their freedom and knowledge has had many benefits, but it has also made people selfish and apathetic to the suffering of 
others.  Give me a seat among you, so that I can sit and ponder what went wrong.”   
 
 The others turned to the spirit of the 1st century and said, “Your promised redemption is very long in coming.”  
He replied, “But it will come.”   

 
In Christ’s Peace, 

~Brian 
 



Food Drive: Second Sunday Each Month 
Wallace Food Pantry collects food items that 
they will need to provide supplies to all their 
client families.  The primary need is for “hearty” 
complete meals and sides, such as chunky soups, 
tuna and “helper” mixes and boxed staples like 
potatoes. Basics like dry cereal, canned tuna, and 
soups are appreciated. 
 

Bookworms  
Bookworms is our ladies’ book discussion group. It meets on 
the third Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. in the Friendship 
Room at BHCC, for fellowship and discussion of a chosen 
title. Everyone is welcome to read the book for the month and 
join the discussion.  

 
September 17 

 Incontinent on the Continent by Jane Christmas 
 
 
Senior Men’s Group Meets Tuesday Mornings 
Senior men’s breakfast will meet on Tuesday, September 3. 

The group convenes at 8 a.m. at Kings Restau-
rant on Rte. 50, Washington Pike, near the end 
of Greentree Road, in Scott. The first Tuesday 
meeting day will continue through October 1. 
We normally have eight to twelve men attend. 
There is no agenda other than good fellowship 
and interesting conversation. No invitation or 

reservation is needed. We meet in the room to the left of the 
cashier. 
 
Produce To People: Volunteers Needed 
Bower Hill will coordinate Produce to People on Saturday, 
September 21.  Volunteers are needed from 8:30 a.m. -12:30 
p.m. at Martin Luther King Jr. School in the Northside at 50 
Montgomery Place.  Carpooling is available for those who 
need a ride.  A sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the hall-
way near the nursery. Please call Keith Mason at 412-344-1465 
with any questions.  

New Babies at BHCC 
Congratulations to parents Brad & Amanda Gray  

and Grandparents Bill and Nancy Andrews,  
who welcome new baby  

 
Emmalyn Marie Gray  

 
born August 3, 2013, weighing 6 lbs. 11 oz. 

 
 

Congratulations to parents Graham M. and Kelli Knox  
and Grandparents Graham & Carol Knox,  

who welcome new baby  
 

Brody Maxwell Knox  
 

born August 7, 2013, weighing 9 lbs. 7 oz. 
 

Greeters and Ushers Update 
Included in this newsletter is the 2013-14 assignment list for 
ushers and greeters. All members are included in the lists, so 
please note your date and mark your calendars. Greeters are 
asked to also serve as ushers.  The usher captain, (Keith Ma-

son, Peter Morgan, or Karl Casey) will 
be looking for your assistance during 
the service. So as you take your posi-
tion as a greeter, please also report to 
the usher captain for an additional as-
signment, such as providing bulletins or 
taking the offering.  Greeters should 
plan to arrive at BHCC by 9:10 a.m. on 
their assigned Sunday.  There are greet-

er name tags on the shelf in the church office as you come in 
the door.  Please wear your nametag and return it when church 
is over.  If there isn’t one, please let Emily know so we can get 
one for you. If you are unable to complete this task on your 
assigned date(s), please arrange with someone else on the list 
to exchange assignments.  We’re counting on everyone on the 
list to help make Bower Hill Community Church the most in-
viting church in town. If we’ve missed anyone in the list who 
would like to be a greeter, we apologize.  Please see one of the 
ushers to have your name included as a substitute. The duties 
of an usher are the same as a greeter.  Smile and welcome wor-
shippers.  Thanks in advance from the Worship & Music Com-
mittee for  your support. 

Community Notes 
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Want to be included on this page? Submissions are due the 15th of every month  
for the next month’s publication. 412-561-4114 or office@bhccml.com 

 

 Harper Jane Ridley,  

daughter of Brian Ridley  

and Meghan Hicks Ridley, 

Baptized July 21, 2013 
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THE BIRTHDAY BLESSING  

 
Please take a moment to read through the 
names, pray for them, and offer them your 

best wishes!  
 

If your name is not listed, it is because the 
church office does not have  

your information. 

September 01 Dottie Carter 
 
September 03 Emily Philson 
   
September 05 Margaret DeLair 
  
September 08 Erin Hohlfelder 
  Amelia Cameron 
  Lucy Kantner 
 
September 09 Eric Williams 
 
September 11 Scott Criswell 
 
September 12 Doris Olinger 

 
September 13 Andrew Snead 
 
September 15 Dave Gallagher 
  Missy Kerner 
 
September 17  Carol Knox 
 
September 18 Chloe Snyder 
  Jonathan May 
 
September 22 Kim Williams 
 
September 24 George Vosburgh 
 
September 25 Amy Grella 
 
September 26 Chan Ketchum 
 
September 27 Michael Waine 
 
September 28 Gordon Mitchell 
 
September 29 Ethel La Barbera 

  Ruth Foltz 
  Tiffany Marcovsky 
  Paul Kantner 
 

Join Us: By Betsy Hohlfelder 
 

"One hundred years from now, it will not matter what kind of car I 
drove, what kind of house I lived in, or how much money I had in the 

bank, but the world may be a better place because I made a difference in 
a child's life." ---Author unknown 

 
Once a week from October through May, five volunteers from 
Bower Hill Community Church drive to Whitehall to assist 70 
refugee children with their homework and academic skills in 
Kaleidoscope Klub, an after-school program run by SHIM.  
We arrive by 4:15 p.m. and are greeted with smiles and hugs 
by the kids we are there to help.  After a quick snack, the kids 
pull out their homework and get busy.  Some of the kids have 
no problem with their homework.  For others, especially those 
who are newer to America, the language and vocabulary can 
be difficult and our assistance is invaluable.  Darlene DeFilip-
po, Director of Programs for the Baldwin-Whitehall School 
District, is very pleased with SHIM’s work.  “Whatever you 
are doing with those students, keep doing it!” she said.  Fol-
lowing homework, the kids have additional academic enrich-
ment and “center” activity (such as art, phys ed.)  We typically 
stay through the completion of the homework and leave to 
head home about 5:45 p.m. 
 
Interested in joining us?  The program is always in need of 
additional volunteers.  If you would like to hear more about it, 
please give me a call or talk to one of our other volunteers 
(Anne Mitchell, Carolyn Westerhoff, LuAnn McNickle, and 
Pat Jacobs.) 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Kick-off Breakfast 
Sunday, September 8 

 
  BHCC Women’s Retreat  

September 20-22 
           

Fall Fest Potluck 
Sunday, October 6 

 
Haiti Comedy Night  

October 12 
 

Murder Mystery Dinner 
November 2 

 
Snyder's Open House 

Saturday, December 7, at 6:30 p.m.  
 

Family Promise Weeks (proposed) 
November 10-17 

December 29– January 5 
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Adult Education: September 
On Sunday, September 8, former Mt. Lebanon 
police officer Mike Riemer will tell us of his 
experience with drug abuse in our community. 
Mike now working with the Salvation Army. 
 
On September 15, Bill Cadwell will report on a 
recent book that is receiving much attention: 
What Money Can’t Buy: The Moral Limits of 
Markets by Michael J. Sandel. 
 
September 22, also the Sunday of the Women’s Retreat, will 
have Dave Green making a presentation on contemporary 
statements of faith by the Presbyterian  Church (U.S.A.) He 
will focus on the Confession of  l967, A Brief Statement of 
Faith, 1983, The Foundations of Presbyterian Polity from The 
Book of Order 2011-2013 , and what The Book of Confessions 
means to us. 
 
September 29, a discussion of PC USA positions on contro-
versial issues will be lead by Dave Green.  
 
Sunday, October 6 will offer a presentation on Catholic Chari-
ties Free Health Care Center, Downtown by Helen Meacham, 
coordinator of volunteer services. The center recently an-
nounced expansion plans. 
 
 
Adult discussion sessions are held in the church library at 
10:45 AM each Sunday unless otherwise announced.  Dave 
Green is chair of the Adult Education Committee. Phone 412 
531 2205. Email davegreenpgh@aol.com. 
 

Worship Plans 
September 1: Communion, Luke 14:1, 7-14  

 
September 8: Kickoff Sunday, Luke 14:25-33,  

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
 

September 15: Luke 15:1-10, Luke 15:11-32 
 

September 22: Luke 16:1-13, Psalm 113 
 

September 29: Luke 16:19-31, Amos 6:1-7 
 
 
 

  
 

Please see insert  
for this month’s Worship volunteers 

 
 
 
 

Problems? Questions?  
 

Please call the office or contact: 
Greeters, Communion Servers: Margaret Zabo 

Acolytes: Jessica Baier 
Lectors: Joan Zakor 

Coffee Hour: Michelle Snyder 

KICKOFF SUNDAY IS SEPTEMBER 8. PLEASE JOIN US! 
 

Breakfast in Fellowship Hall………………………………………………...….8:45 a.m. 
 

Worship service in the Sanctuary……………..………………………………...9:30 a.m. 
 

Pre-school and elementary school children are invited to their Christian education classes after the children’s sermon.   
Teachers will be waiting to lead them to their classrooms. 

 
Coffee Hour in Fellowship Hall………….…………………………………….10:30 a.m. 

 
Adult Education in the Library……………………………………...……….…10:45 a.m. 

 
Open Spaces in the Conference Room………………………………………….10:45 a.m. 

 
Youth Education in the Pastor’s Study………………………………………….10:45 a.m. 

 
Childcare is available during the adult education hour (10:45 – 11:45).   

Children younger than kindergarten-age can be left with Kathleen in the nursery.   
Children in kindergarten or older will meet in the ground floor lounge (opposite the choir room) with Aja. 

mailto:davegreenpgh@aol.com
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MUSIC NOTES BY JESSICA BAIER 

Office Hours 

Sunday: 6:30 a.m.— 11:00  p.m. 

Monday: 9:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m. 

Wednesday: 12:30 a.m.— 9:00  p.m.  

Friday: 900 — 3:00 

 

In July I spent four days in Winchester, VA for the AGO 
(American Guild of Organists) Regional Convention. It was 
filled with workshops and concerts, and I hope to incorporate 
the things I've learned into our worship services at BHCC. 
  

As an active member of the Pitts-
burgh Chapter of the AGO, I am 
on the steering committee that 
will head up the next regional 
convention, which Pittsburgh is 
hosting in 2015. Part of my job 
was to put together materials and 
a slideshow for the Pittsburgh 
booth at the exhibit area. On Sun-
day, I sat at the booth, talking to 
people who would possibly attend 
our convention. I enjoyed sitting 

at the booth with Wilberta Pickett, who was the organist and 
choir director at BHCC from 1971-1980. We shared stories 
about our experiences as music directors at BHCC. It was won-
derful to gather insight on what has been done in the past. 
  
Sunday night I attended the opening hymn festival, complete 
with choir and handbells, congregational singing and medita-
tive reflections. We began by singing an Advent hymn and 
Christmas carols, moving through the liturgical season with 

hymns and reflections, through Epiphany and Lent, Easter and 
Pentecost. We closed by singing "Abide with Me" as the clos-
ing hymn. It was the perfect blend of incorporating different 
instruments and voices into worship. 
  
Throughout the week I attended a number of workshops and 
concerts. One of the highlights was a masterclass at Shenendo-
ah University; students playing for concert organist and profes-
sor, Ann Elise Smoot. A masterclass gives insight on using 
proper technique for repertoire, which I found incredibly use-
ful.  I also attended a fantastic handbell concert, the group was 
called the 6th Dimension. This was an all-women group, eight 
ladies playing five octaves of handbells and three octaves of 
handchimes. They played secular and sacred music, my favor-
ite being an arrangement of "What a Friend We Have in Jesus" 
that included a clarinet soloist (look out for this one, handbell 
choir and Jason Robosky!).  
 
I very much appreciate that  BHCC sent me to this convention. 
It was very inspiring and motivating, and I look forward to 
incorporating what I’ve learned into my job descriptions as 
Director of Music Ministries.  
 

 

Rehearsals begin Wednesday, September 4! 

HANDBELL CHOIR: WEDNESDAYS AT 6:00 PM 

CHANCEL CHOIR: WEDNESDAYS AT 7:15 PM 

 

 

Thank a Teacher 
 

Kick-off Sunday is just around the corner, which means we will soon see our Bower Hill kids excitedly heading to their Sunday 
School rooms for Christian Education.  The number who regularly attend is growing and we are looking forward to welcoming 
them again this fall!  We have a very dedicated group of teachers, many of whom have taught for years.  If you have a chance, 

please say thank you to the following “saints” for their willingness to share the stories of our faith and God’s love with our 
younger members: 

 
Noah’s Ark group (Preschoolers, beginning at age 3) 

Kirsten Bruder, Amy Grella, Darenda Lease, Lynn Mezyk and Carolyn Westerhoff 
 

God’s Garden group (Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grades) 
Sheri Geis, Dawn Kane, Shelly Saba and Nancy Salvante 

 
Christ’s Crew group (3rd, 4th and 5th grades) 

Joan Bridges, Juliet Cameron, Cynthia Gissin, Kiri Rising and Ruth Robbins 
 

In addition, Brian Snyder will be teaching our Confirmation Class this year. 

Wilberta Picket & Jessica Baier 
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Bower Hill to Host Homeless Families 
The Session has approved the proposal that BHCC become a host church for homeless families in the 
Family Promise program.  Family Promise is a nationwide organization that provides services to home-
less families using an ecumenical church network as overnight hosts.  It is a unique ministry to home-
less families in that it keeps mothers and fathers together with all their children, rather then splitting 
them up into separate shelters for males and females.  Each church in the network hosts for a week at a 
time, starting on Sunday evening and ending on the next Sunday morning.  In addition to providing 
overnight accommodations, dinner is provided every evening.  We will be hosting two times in 2013, 
the week of November 10th and the week of December 29th.  After that we will be hosting every 7 or 8 
weeks.  There are many volunteer opportunities available in this ministry and they are listed below.  If 
you haven’t already indicated your availability to volunteer, please review the list, fill out a survey (on 
page 7) and return it to the church office.   For more information, contact Jean Miewald. 
 

Volunteer Roles and Responsibilities 
 

Each host week, the host congregation needs many volunteers to prepare meals, serve as evening and overnight hosts, 
drive, coordinate activities, purchase and organize supplies, and assist in many other ways.  Although most hosts are adults, 
youth can participate as well by arranging activities for young children and socializing with older kids.  Volunteering together as 
a family to help support the families in the Network is a great way to teach your own children generosity of spirit. 

 
Daily volunteer requirements: 
 
Afternoon Van Driver (1 volunteer, approximately 4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.) 
The afternoon van driver picks up the Family Promise van, which is parked at the host church, and drives to the Day Center to 
collect the guest families and bring them to the host church.  The afternoon pick-up is always at 5:00 p.m. at the Day Center.   
 
Dinner and Evening Hosts (2 or 3 volunteers or a family, 5:15 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.) 
Dinner is a hot, informal meal that is prepared in the church’s kitchen or at volunteers’ homes and brought to the church.  It is 
served at about 6:00 p.m. Dinner hosts prepare the meal and welcome the guests for the evening, and eat dinner and socialize 
with the guests.  They oversee the clean-up of the kitchen and dining area.  Serving as dinner hosts is a good opportunity for 
congregational groups – such as Bible study, women’s circles, men’s groups, elders, deacons or other leadership groups – to get 
involved. After dinner and clean-up, the hosts may conduct children’s activities, arts and crafts, or a pre-approved outing, help 
with homework, read to young children, chat with adult guests, hang out and watch a movie or simply be on hand to offer fel-
lowship or a listening ear.  Hosts also ensure that the common areas are tidy at the end of the evening. 
 
Overnight Hosts (1or 2 volunteers or a family, 8:15 p.m. to 6:30 a.m.) 
Overnight hosts spend the night at the host church and are the go-to people in case of emergency.  They introduce themselves 
upon arrival, are on-hand to assist guests if needed, and know the time for the morning pick-up. These hosts make sure the fami-
lies are up and ready for the morning drive, ensure that the church common areas are left ready for the day and that all guests are 
on the van when it leaves. 

 
Morning Van Driver (1 volunteer, approximately 5:00 a.m. to 7:00 a.m.) 
The morning van driver arrives at the host church to warm up (and clean off if necessary) the Family Promise van and drives the 
guest families back to the Day Center.  The morning driver knows the morning pick-up time, which varies from church to 
church, and is usually later on the weekends than on the weekdays. 
 
Once a week volunteer requirements: 
 
Launderer (1 volunteer) 
      The sheets and pillowcases need to be washed after each host week. 
 
Van delivery to next host church (2 volunteers, Sunday morning or early afternoon) 
       One volunteer to drive the van and one to follow in a vehicle to bring  the van driver back. 
 

Contact Jean Miewald to learn more! 
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The Bower Hill Braillists Foundation 
(compiled from various resources) 

 
      In 1964, Bower Hill Community Church (Presbyterian), 
Mt. Lebanon, enrolled a young blind student, Rick Miller, in 
their Sunday school, but the church couldn’t provide any 
Braille materials for him.   Since the nearest Braille library was 
located in Philadelphia, his mother Midge, a member of the 
church, decided that a Braille group was needed in our area. 
Bower Hill loaned the group the necessary funds to purchase 
four conventional, six-key Perkins braillers and 10 boxes of 
special Braille paper, and provided space.   
 
     The first instructional class was taught in 1965 by Marcia 
Gumberg of Rodef Shalom. After becoming certified by the 
Library of Congress in 1967, the first nine braillists were able 
to Braille a textbook for Rick.  In 1969, the group was legally 
established under a trust agreement and became Bower Hill 
Braillists Foundation; by the mid-70’s, the number of Braille 
transcribers had grown to 90.  The annual seven-month classes 
in Braille transcription continued until the 2011 death of the 
last instructor, Priscilla Getty. They currently have about 15 
active members.   
 
      Housed in the Bower Hill Church, the Foundation is an 
independent, charitable organization providing books in Braille 
for the visually impaired.  They do not receive federal or state 
funds, but depend entirely on donations from civic, church and 
social groups, corporations, and individuals, as well as memo-
rial gifts, for their financial support. The Foundation is com-
pletely staffed by volunteers, who are responsible for Founda-
tion management, the Braille transcription of books and the 
management of the library. 
 

       They honor requests for textbooks and enrichment materi-
als, which are provided free of cost for students in public 
school programs, and for college students. They also provide 
for personal requests from individuals, and specialized materi-
als needed by businesses, professionals, homemakers, etc., for 
which reimbursement is asked to cover the cost of supplies. 
There are two elderly computers and two embossers in the 
Foundation office which turn out the many pages of brailled 
books.  With their thermoform machine they are able to dupli-
cate from master Braille copies when needed or requested, and 
they maintain their own bindery where Braille and ther-
moformed copies are punched and bound. Brailled library 
books are circulated in special mailing cartons, for free loan to 
any visually impaired person requesting this service.  Materials 
transcribed include literary books, math books, textbooks, and 
specialized formats such as cookbooks and church bulletins. 
 
      According to an article in a 2003 issue of the Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette, when Rick Miller visited the Braille library that 
year, he joked with his brother that he should return for him in 
a couple of days because he wished to remain there amid the 
stacks of brailled books. The 1000-title library would have 
been a dream-come-true for his late mother, Midge. 

 
Lynne Farr Wohleber 

30 July 2013 

Family Promise Volunteer Survey 
Please cut out and return to the office or Jean Miewald. See article on Page 6 for more information. 

My name is: _________________                                          I would be willing to volunteer for the following: 

 

  No Maybe Probably Definitely 

Afternoon Van Driver         

Dinner Host         

Overnight Host         

Morning Van Driver         

 Do Laundry         

Van Shuttle to next church         
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Matt Dunfee, 966 Wor thington Woods Blvd, Wor thington, OH, 43085 
Ethel La Barbera, 50 Vanadium Road, #130, Bridgeville, PA 15017 
Moody & Alma Johnson, 13 Char les Street, Dravosburg, PA 15034 
Velma Noonan, 50 Vanadium Road, #1119, Br idgeville, PA 15017 
Pat Nuernberg, 619 Fr iendship Circle, Pittsburgh, PA 15241 
Jeanne Olsen, 3800 Oak Leaf Rd., Room 40-M, Pittsburgh, PA 15227 
Tooie Sharkey, Asbury Place, 760 Bower  Hill Rd, Pittsburgh, PA 15243 
Ed Steinmark 100Adams Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 115243 
 

OUR CHURCH STAFF 

 

 Rev. Brian Snyder, Pastor 

br@bhccml.com 

 

Company of Pastors 

 Rev. Grafton Eliason 

Rev. Betty Sykes 

Rev. Calvin C. Wilson 

 Rev. John Yohe 

 

Jessica Baier, Director of Music Ministries 

jessicambaier@gmail.com 

 

Dianne Scott, Financial Secretary 

di@bhccml.com 

 

Emily Kerr, Office Administrator 

office@bhccml.com 

 

Jim Askins, Custodian      

   

                    

THE CHURCH OFFICE 

[412] 561-4114 

Monday - Friday   9:00 a.m.— 2:30 p.m. 

Bower Hill Community Church 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

Please pray for Our Care List 

70 Moffett Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15243 

Phone: 412-561-4114 
Fax: 412-561-2252 

E-mail: office@bhccml.com 
www.bhccml.com 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

 

Marjorie Beatty  

 

December 5, 1925—July 28, 2013  

 


