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~ Together in September  ~ 

“Those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, 
cannot love God whom they have not seen.” 

 
~1 John 4:20  

 
Dear Members and Friends, 

 As I write this message to you, I’m still reflecting on a meeting that took place earlier today at the church.  A 

priest, two rabbis, and two ministers met for lunch in the conference room.  It sounds like the beginning of a joke, 

as I often say, but our task was serious enough.  Jim Guffey, the director of SHIM, asked us to meet with him to 

discuss the fate of our annual interfaith Thanksgiving service.  At least since I’ve been taking part in that yearly 

event, it’s been mostly attended by a graying and dwindling congregation.  The four faith communities that partici-

pate are Jewish, Catholic, Lutheran, and Presbyterian.  Each of us is coping with the stress of being a religious in-

stitution in an age that trusts neither religion nor institutions.  Because our first allegiance is to our own individual 

congregations, we clergy have sometimes treated the interfaith service as an afterthought: something owned by all 

of us, but ultimately owned by none.  Because of this, our Thanksgiving service can sometimes feel like “the-same

-old-same-old.”  Same prayers, same songs, same faces year by year.  In our urgency to tend our own small fields, 

we’ve sometimes forgotten that each of us bears an additional responsibility for a larger field: God’s world.  And 

honestly, in this day when old barriers are being rebuilt to divide us, and new barriers—both literal and figura-

tive—are being erected, what more important task do we have than to show the world that you can love and re-

spect people who are different from you?  It’s ironic that our most neglected job is perhaps our most urgent one: to 

reach across historic divides and come together in love.   

 And so, though it feels a long way off, the 54th annual interfaith Thanksgiving service will take place this year 

at our church, with a different format.  Instead of hearing a twenty-minute sermon, you’ll get four 5-minute reflec-

tions on the topic of Thanksgiving from refugees and immigrants who have benefitted from the work of SHIM.  

But that’s not why I tell you all of this.  My point is that Christ calls us to be radically different from the world 

around us.  In times of hatred and greed, let us never forget that our calling is to love and generosity.  “There is 

neither Jew nor gentile, slave nor free, male nor female.”  September housekeeping items: 

KICKOFF SUNDAY:  Is September  8!  A free breakfast for  all ages begins at 8:30 a.m.  Br ing noth-

ing but your appetite.  All classes start back up on this day.  The Malawi Team will be speaking about their trip in 

Adult Education, which now begins at 11:00 a.m.  Childcare is provided, and all are welcome at this class.  For 

information about all classes, see inside. 

CONFIRMATION CLASS:  I am teaching our  biennial confirmation class dur ing second hour .  

Confirmation students are asked to attend the adult class on September 8 to hear from their peers about the Malawi 

trip.  We will begin meeting in the conference room (just across from the church offices) at 11:00 a.m. on Septem-

ber 15. 

commUNITY:  Our  second annual community sing-along for tolerance and mutual respect will also 

take place on September 8, beginning at 4:00 p.m. on the church lawn.  This free event will include three live 

bands, food trucks, a beer truck, and games for kids.  Come when you want, leave when you want.  One of our 

special musical guests will be Chris Jamison, who competed on The Voice!  (To recap: get both breakfast and 

dinner at the church on September 8.  Busy day, but the Steelers don’t play till 8:20 p.m.…)   
 

Christ’s Peace, 

~Brian 
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From the Director of Christian Education and Youth Programs 
Amy Grella — am@bhccml.com 

New Children’s Worship Programming Kicks-off Sunday, September 8 

The Children’s Programs for the new school year kick off on September 8.  The meeting locations have changed to accommo-
date both our own growth and to better share space with our neighbors.  All classes during worship will now meet downstairs in 
rooms near the church office.  The 3rd – 5th graders will now meet in room 105.  This class will still take place the full duration 
of the worship service, so kids will go directly to room 105 on Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m.  Parents should pick up their chil-
dren in that room following worship. 
 
Children preschool (potty-trained) through second grade will begin in worship.  Following the Children’s Sermon, kids will be 
escorted to Children’s Worship.  This year, we will use the newly dedicated Children’s Worship Space (classroom 103).  Chil-
dren will have their very own worship experience, learning Bible stories through seeing, hearing, and performing hands-on ac-
tivities.  Parents should pick up their children in the classroom after worship.  
 
Grades 6 and up are invited to remain in worship at 9:30 a.m. with their families. 

 
New Programming for Youth this School Year! 

Confirmation class will kick off during second hour on Kickoff Sunday, September 8.   The 8-9th graders are invited to  
room 101 in order to participate in a Confirmation class led by Pastor Brian.  Class will run the full duration of second hour 
(from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.).   

 
YOUTH GROUP kicks off in September 

Youth in grades 7 and up will meet together this year.  Led by Miss Amy and other volunteers, this group will meet for Sunday 
Night Live (SNL) once a month, typically on the 2nd Sunday.  We will have an additional special outing each month, focused on 
mission and fellowship.  September’s meet-up will be helping at our commUNITY event on Sunday, September 8, from 4:00-
6:00 p.m. on the church grounds.  Youth will run the games and activities for kids.  Be on the lookout for the fall youth calendar 
of events that will be sent out soon.   
 
SAVE THE DATE - This year’s youth group Crestfield fall retreat will be held November 22-24. 

 
 
 
 
 
Friends, 
 
As we are gearing up for another fantastic year of music-making at Bower Hill, we are always looking to widen our pool of 
singers, instrumentalists, ringers, and enthusiasts.  
 
Adults are warmly invited to join the Bell and Chancel Choirs. 
The Bell Choir has weekly rehearsals beginning September 5, from 6:00-7:00 p.m. in the choir room.  It is followed by Chancel 
Choir rehearsals each week beginning September 5, from 7:00-8:00 p.m. in the choir room.  It's not necessary to read music, we 
will teach you! 
 
Kids in grades pK-2 are invited to participate in Cherub Choir, which will rehearse from  
11:00--11:20 a.m. on December 1, 8, and 15 in the choir room.  They will sing in worship on December 22. 
 
New this year!  Kids in grades 3-5 are invited to join the Chorister Choir, which will rehearse from  
11:00--11:30 a.m. on November 3, 10, 17, and 24 in the choir room.  They will sing in worship on December 1. 
 
Since the kids' choirs have a limited number of rehearsals, it is super important that your singer attend them all so that we are 
well prepared for worship.  If you know that you will miss more than one rehearsal, please see me before joining.  
 
Please be on the lookout for signups for the kids' choirs.  Rest assured, each choir will sing age-appropriate repertoire, so no 
one will be bored!  

Director of Music Ministries  —  Anne Carper Smith—an@bhccml.com 
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Adult Education Programming Info-- Sam Kidder, Chair — Adult Education Committee 

Several Adult Opportunities Available for Second Hour 

Bower Hill’s Educational Program year begins on Kickoff Sunday, September 8.  There are several offerings for adults fol-
lowing the worship service.  All options are designed to be stand-alone, so you can come when you are able without missing 
something.  Classes take place Sunday mornings following worship from 11:00 a.m.--12:00 p.m.  Childcare or programming 
is provided in room 110 for children and youth up to and including high school during this time.  
 
New Parent Ministry Group 

Parents are the most powerful influence in a young person’s faith development.  Bower Hill is starting a new parent ministry 
small group to give parents easy and practical ways to infuse faith into their son/daughter's life (from birth to 12th grade).  
Led by Amy Grella, each week a new parenting topic will be discussed.  These stand-alone classes will provide parents a safe 
space to discuss, learn, share and support one another in raising faith-filled and caring children.   
 
Adult Education:  Faith Formation and Spiritual Development 

Adult Education will meet in the Friendship Room.  Adult education classes offer something new each week focused on con-
temporary society and theology.  Led by various people, including guest speakers focused on current events, join in for DVD 
presentations on Faith and Science and thoughtful discussion. 
 
September 8 -- Malawi Travel Team 
 
September 15 - DVD series on Violence 
 
September 22 - Guest speaker, Laura Cherner, Community Relations Council, Jewish Federation of Pittsburgh 
 
September 29 - 5th Sunday Joint Potluck.  No Second Hour Classes so that all may attend Potluck with a guest speaker 
   from New Sanctuary Pittsburgh.  
 
Connect and Converse 

There is now a dedicated space to cultivate fellowship and conversation on Sunday mornings.  Room 202, the room next to 
the Friendship Room, has been rearranged and refreshed.  It can be used to sit down and converse with people in a more com-
fortable setting to extend conversations following coffee hour. 

Worship Plans 
 

September 1: 12th Sunday after  Pentecost  
Luke 14:1, 7-14; Jeremiah 2:4-13 

 
September 8: 13th Sunday after  Pentecost  

Kickoff Sunday 
Communion (return to pew service) 
Jeremiah 18:1-11; Luke 14:25-33 

 
September 15: 14th Sunday after  Pentecost 

Luke 15:1-10; Luke 15:11-32 
 

September 22: 15th Sunday after  Pentecost  
Jeremiah 8:18-9:1; Luke 16:1-13 

 
September 29: 16th Sunday after  Pentecost  

Joint Worship with Baptists  --  Rev. Fred Leasure preaching 
Worship is followed by Potluck Luncheon 
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LIGHTING THE STEEPLE 
 
The opportunity to light the steeple of Bower Hill Community Church has been a great success.  Many have spon-
sored a night in honor of a person or a special occasion.  It has also been lit as a way to memorialize a special per-
son who has passed away.  Notice of the lighting and the person, event, or date that it commemorates, will appear 
in the weekly bulletin.  The cost of this is $10 a day and can be sent directly to the church. (You will not be billed 
for this.) 
 
Requests should include:  1) The date(s) you would like to sponsor;  2) The reason you want to sponsor (in honor,  
in memory, etc.);  3) The name of the person(s) or the event as you want it to appear in the bulletin;  4.)  Your name.   
Email your request to:  Amy Leasure at amlea97@hotmail.com 
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE CAN BE MULTIPLE SPONSORS FOR THE SAME DATE. 
 

Dedications for September are as follows: 
 
September 12 -- In memory of our parents, Elmer and Marillyn Neusius, on their wedding anniversary,  
      by Sarah and Philip Neusius. 
 
September 23-29 -- In honor of Jim and Joan McAnulty and their 64th wedding anniversary on September 24,  
    by their daughters and their families.  
 
September 26 -- In memory of Roger Allen, husband of Kay E. Allen. 

Parish Life - Get Outdoors – An Update 

Last year, we started a group to get outdoors at 

least once a month with the hope of going to 

some places people have never tried. Most of 

the trips have been about 2 hours or about 5-6 

miles.  So far, we have seen great views of 

Pittsburgh from the Emerald View Trail on 

Mt. Washington and the Southside Steps.  We 

have explored local trails such as Wingfield 

Pines, Boyce Mayview Park, Montour Trail 

(Steward to Triphammer) and Kane Woods 

Nature Area.  We hiked the city parks, such as Schenley 

Park, Frick Park and Riverview Park.  We even ventured an 

hour’s drive to McConnells Mill Stare Park to enjoy the old 

mill, a covered bridge and hiking alongside one of the areas 

nicest whitewater streams.  Hikes have been with as few as 

two members to as many as eight members.  Even during 

the winter, we were able to get out and enjoy the outdoors. 

Some future hikes being considered are a section of the 

Warrior Trail, North Shore trails, Duck Hollow, Seldom 

Seen, Lick Hollow, Mingo Creek and Montour Woods. 

There have been a few people who have expressed interest 

in some of the previous hikes they missed.  So, in the com-

ing months, we will be doing a second hike to repeat loca-

tions such as the Emerald View Trail – Mt. Washington and 

the South Side steps. 

More details about each trip will published in the bulletins 

and in a mass email the week of the hike.  In general, we 

will meet at the church and carpool to the trail.  This 

month’s hike is on September 7 at Highland Park in the 

city.  Hope you can join us.  Please contact Glenn Child if 

you have questions. 

 Parish Associate’s  Ponderings 
 
     HOW CAN WE HELP? 
 
Upon encountering any tragic situation, 

these are quite often the first words out of 

our mouth, “How can we help”.  This re-

sponse is usually because of our feelings of helplessness 

and knowledge that at that moment there is most likely 

nothing we can do that can make the situation any better.  

The person to whom we are posing the question rarely has 

any answer for us as they too are in the midst of emotions 

and concerns for which there is no remedy. 
 
Though well intentioned, we may offer the standard 

phrase, “You are in our thoughts and prayers”.  Not to dis-

miss the power of prayer, yet perhaps we are trying to get 

off the hook of taking on a difficult response that in the 

days and weeks ahead may really begin to make a differ-

ence. 
 
Walking to church after the recent gun violence events, I 

found myself questioning my response and the response of 

the church.  Are we so desensitized to these events that we 

really believe we are at the mercy of others?  Perhaps it is 

time to become more active in our family, our community 

and our nation in speaking out, wisely casting our ballots, 

seeking out the disenfranchised and marginalized in our 

community to bring a sense of belonging and acceptance.  

WE CAN HELP, by actively seeking responses that have 

the potential to bring healing to the hurt that is so preva-

lent.  

      Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure 
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Community Notes 
Want to be included on this page?  Submissions are typically due the 15th of every month  

for the next month’s publication (unless otherwise announced). 412-561-4114 or office@bhccml.com 

Unity Food Pantry Collection 

The next collection date will be Sunday, September 8.  The 
Pantry is running low on soup, and only a few op-
tions are available for them to purchase soup 
through the Greater Pittsburgh Community Food 
Bank.  For September, they would greatly appreci-
ate any donations of tomato, cream of mushroom, 
vegetarian vegetable, and/or beef-based, canned 

soups.  And as always, all donations of non-perishable food 
items are welcome.  The Pantry thanks you for making this 
ministry of food and compassion possible for their neighbors! 

Collection bins are located in the hallways outside the church 
office and the narthex.   
 

Glass Recycling Info. 

Free glass recycling is available at Michael Brothers which is 
located at 901 Horning Road in Baldwin.  
The glass must be separated by color into green, brown and 
clear bins.  Cardboard recycling is also available,  
but boxes must be broken down until flat. Hours are 7:00 a.m. 
until 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday and 7:00 a.m. until 
1:00 p.m. Saturday.     -- Bill Cadwell 

Sunday, September 8--4:00-6:00 p.m. 
Bower Hill Community Church 

 
Live music and keynote speaker.  Three bands on two stages.  

4:00-4:40 p.m. – Family Band on Moffett stage 

4:45 p.m. – Keynote speaker on Moffett stage 

5:00-6:00 p.m. – Hill Band on Moffett stage 

5:00-6:00 p.m. – Rick Gallagher Band on Garden stage 
 

Come and hear Pittsburgh's own Chris Jamison--singer, jazz pianist 
  and second runner-up on The Voice, season 7.   

      Proceeds from Chris' single “Faith, Hope & Love” benefitted the 
Tree of Life Synagogue. 

Senior Men’s Breakfast Group  

This group will meet on Tuesday, September 3, at 8:00 a.m.  
The meeting location is the Denny's restaurant at 
2180 Greentree Road, near Swallow Hill Road.  
All senior men are welcome.  No reservation is 
required.  Conversation is spontaneous. 

 
Koinonia: Women’s Bible Study 

Koinonia is the name of the Bower Hill Women’s Bible 
Study group. The group meets on Wednesday mornings 
from 9:00 a.m. until 10:30 a.m. in Room 110 (Lounge)  

from September through May.  Our first meeting date of the 
season is September 11, so please join us. 
 
Koinonia is a Greek word meaning “fellowship.” While  

we come together to learn and to deepen our faith, equally 
important is the fellowship we share with one another.   

A strong Biblical background is not required to be a mem-
ber…all you need is a desire to grow.  Contact Kathy Phil-
son with any questions. 

 

Hooks and Needles 

A group of beginners to advanced knitters, crocheters and 
those who are working on needlepoint projects, meet in the 
Lounge, Room 110, at 10:00 a.m. on the first and third Sat-
urday of each month.  ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

Bookworms 

Our ladies’ book discussion group meets on the fourth Tues-
day of each month at 7:30 p.m. in Conference 
Room 101 for fellowship and discussion of a 
chosen title.  Everyone is welcome to read the 
book for the month and join the discussion.   

September 24--Carnegie's Maid, by Marie 
Benedict 

Collection:  
Collection for the fall flea market has begun.  
Items can be dropped off Monday through 
Friday during office hours or Sunday before 
or after worship.  If you are able, please take 
all items directly upstairs to the loft; otherwise 

leave items on the benches outside Fellowship Hall.  
PLEASE do not include clothes or old TVs.  All items must 
be clean and in working condition.  

If you have any questions, please contact Theresa Child at 
(412) 429-9519 or at treetoowon@yahoo.com. 
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Sep-

tember 
 
Communion Servers—Sept. 8 

Mary Good, Dick Headley 
Jason Rising, Kiri Rising 
 
Usher Captain—TBD 
 
Lectors 
Sept.  8:   Rev. Fred Leasure 
Sept. 15:  Theresa Child 
Sept. 22:  Bethany Gibbs 
Sept. 29:  Karl Casey 
 
Greeters 

Sept. 1:   Chris & Ruth Robbins 
        Lisa Shwallon 
Sept. 8:   Rich & Nancy Salvante 
        Madelyn Salvante 
Sept. 15: Peter & Holly Smith 
        Andy Smith 
 

Greeters (continued) 
 
Sept. 22: Jody Nagel, Sharon Suritsky 
        Donna Williams 
Sept. 29: Jason & Beth Robosky 
        Bill Cadwell 
 
Acolytes 
September schedule to be determined.   
 
Coffee Hour 

Sept. 1:  Andrews Family 
Sept. 8:  Kickoff Sunday—no host 
Sept. 15: Geis Family 
Sept. 22: Salvante Family 
Sept. 29: Joint Worship Potluck 
  Glenn & Sally Child 
 
Flower Deacons 

Sept. 1:   Cynthia Gissin 
Sept. 8:   Mary Gorski 
Sept. 15: Melissa Harman 
Sept. 22: Bri Ivey 
Sept. 29: Mary Good 
 
 
Sextons 

Sept. 1:   Bill Cadwell 
Sept. 8:   Glenn Child 

Sept. 15: Dick Headley 
Sept. 22: Tim Lease 
Sept. 29: Glenn Child 
 
Soundboard 

Sept. 1:   Bill Andrews 
Sept. 8:   Glenn Child 
Sept. 15: Rob Mackey 
Sept. 22: Nate Ivey 
Sept. 29: Peter Morgan 
 
Dishwashers 

Sept. 1:  Mackey  
Sept. 8:  McElroy + 
Sept. 15: Miewald 
Sept. 22: Rising 
Sept. 29: Robbins + 

Family Promise Info 
 
For the remainder of 2019, we will be hosting Family Promise during the weeks of September 29 to October 6 
and December 8 to December 15.  The host week always starts on a Sunday afternoon and ends the following 
Sunday by 8:00 a.m.   

Scheduling volunteers begins soon.  Many volunteers are needed to prepare meals, serve as evening and over-
night hosts, drive, coordinate activities, purchase and organize supplies, and assist in many other ways.  Alt-
hough most hosts are adults, youth can participate as well by arranging activities for young children and social-

izing with older kids.  Volunteering together as a family is a great way to teach your own children generosity of spirit.  We 
are always excited to welcome new volunteers!  If you would like to help, please contact our Family Promise Coordinator, 
Jean Miewald:  Phone:  412-221-2114;  miewaldjm@upmc.edu. 
  
To volunteer or to learn more, contact our additional Family Promise contacts: 
 
Dinner Host—Darenda Lease, 412-854-4481 or dlease109@comcast.net 

 Consists of preparing a meal for 14 people or less (plus the hosts!). An estimated number of guests and information is usual-
ly confirmed / communicated the week before hosting.  Meals should be simple; a meat, veggie, starch, dessert.  The 
dinner host stays until the overnight host arrives. 

 

Overnight Hosts—Betsy Hohlfelder, 412-341-1029 or betsyho@verizon.net 

 Overnight Hosts arrive between 8:00 and 8:15 p.m., interact with the guests until bedtime and then sleep in the chapel.  Af-
ter the guests leave in the morning, the overnight host makes sure windows are shut, lights are turned off and doors are 
locked. 

 

Drivers—Linda James, lindajames1624@comcast.net 

 Takes approximately an hour of your time and provides you with an opportunity to meet and talk with new people.  

 Involves driving the 14 passenger van from BHCC to the Crafton house in the afternoon, picking up our guests, and driving 
them back to BHCC (and vice versa in the morning).  The times for leaving BHCC are usually 6:00 a.m. on weekdays, 
7:00 a.m. on weekends, and 4:30 p.m. every afternoon.  

mailto:miewaldjm@upmc.edu
mailto:lindajames1624@comcast.net
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OUR CHURCH STAFF 

 

 Rev. Dr. Brian Snyder, Pastor 

br@bhccml.com 

 

Parish Associate 

Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure 

fr@bhccml.com 

 

Company of Pastors 

 Rev. Tami Hooker 

Rev. Phil Jamison 

Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure 

Rev. Dr. Betty Sykes 

 

Amy Grella 

Director of Christian Education  

and Youth Programs 

am@bhccml.com 

 

Anne Smith, Director of Music Ministries 

an@bhccml.com 

 

Philip Engel, Financial Secretary 

pe@bhccml.com 

 

Karen Reynolds, Office Administrator 

office@bhccml.com 

 

 
THE CHURCH OFFICE 

[412] 561-4114 

Monday - Friday   9:00 a.m.— 2:30 p.m. 

Bower Hill Community Church 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

70 Moffett Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15243 

Phone: 412-561-4114 
E-mail: office@bhccml.com 
www.BowerHillChurch.org 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

Please pray for Our Care List 
Dennis Geis, Sr.  

 
Lauren Kocher  

 
Betty Mancini, Canterbury Place, 310 Fisk St., #501, Pgh. 15201 

 
Virginia Mason 

 
LuAnne Pattison (former member) 

 
Virginia Reinstadtler, mother-in-law to Mike Riemer 

 

Sunday Transportation 

Need a ride to worship? The deacons would like to 
provide a ride to worship for members who need one.  
Please contact the church office several days before 
Sunday worship, and someone will help schedule your 
ride. 

 

Are you willing to give a ride? 

The deacons are always looking for people who might be willing to 
give rides to church. There are several people who do not dr ive who 
might come to church if they had a ride. If you would be willing to 
offer rides, please call the church office at 412-561-4114.  


