


Bower Hill Community Church (Presbyterian USA) 
Second Sunday of Advent ~ 4 December 2022 ~ Order for Worship 

 
Preparation for Worship: 

“Peace cannot be kept by force; it can only be achieved by understanding.”  
~Albert Einstein 

 
Prelude                   Offertoire (Sur des Noëls)       Léon Boëllmann          
 
Choral Introit               This Is the Day 

 
Call to Worship: 
  Leader: A messenger from God is coming. 
  People: Prepare the way of the Lord! 
  Leader: A new day of mercy is dawning. 
  People: Prepare the way of the Lord! 
  Leader: A voice is crying in the wilderness. 
  People: Prepare the way of the Lord!             
 
Litany for Advent:          
O Root of Jesse, rising as a sign for all peoples, before you earthly rulers will keep silent, and 
nations give you honor: Come quickly to deliver us. 
  Come, Lord Jesus. 
O Key of David, Scepter over the house of Israel, you open and no one can close, you close 
and no one can open: Come to set the prisoners free. 
  Come, Lord Jesus. 
God of all generations, though signs and seasons change, your promise is faithful and your word 
will never pass away.  Give us courage and strength as we watch and wait for Jesus Christ, our 
redeemer, who is coming in glory to reign.  

Amen. 
 
Lighting of the Advent Candles:        
Leader:  On this second Sunday in Advent, we light the candle of peace.  “The wolf shall  
    dwell with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid… 
People:  The calf and the lion and the fatling will lie down together, and a little child  
   shall lead them.”   
                                                                                                
Prayer of Adoration 
God our Savior, your word shakes the wilderness, washes away evil, and causes all flesh to 
rejoice.  Make us ready to greet you at the coming of your holy realm; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen.     
 
*Hymn 88        O Come, O Come, Emmanuel     Verses 1 – 4 
             
Call to Prayer    
There is a voice crying out in the wilderness of sin. God is calling to us with love. Let us confess 
our sin, trusting in God’s saving grace.       
                                                                                        
 
 
 



 
Prayer of Confession 

We confess, O God, that we are not prepared to welcome your way of 
righteousness, justice, and peace. You call us to repentance, but we refuse to 
change our ways. You call us to resist oppression, but we resign ourselves to 
evil. You call us to be reconciled, but we remain divided and afraid. Forgive us, 
God of grace. Pour out your Spirit in our lives so that we may be forgiven, set 
free, and made ready to meet you at the coming of your holy realm; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  [Silent prayers] 

            
Words of Assurance          
Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain made low, and the crooked made straight, 
and the rough made smooth, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.  This is the good 
news we are waiting for: In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  

People: Thanks be to God.       
 
*Response: Gloria   Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!  
 
*The Peace    

Leader:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
People:  And also with you. 
Leader:  Let us greet one another with the peace of Christ. 

 
Time with the Children 

All children from preschool through second grade are invited to the front steps for the children’s sermon. 
      
Prayer for Illumination  
Speak to us this day, O Lord. Visit us with your wisdom, overshadow us with your Spirit, and let it 
be with us according to your Word: Jesus Christ our Savior. 
 Amen.  
 
First Scripture Reading     Isaiah 11:1-10     Pew Bible Page 640 
 
The Psalter: Hymn 149    All Hail to God’s Anointed       Psalm 72 

Please remain seated. 
 
Second Scripture Reading      Matthew 3:1-12     Pew Bible Page 2 
 
Choral Response       Threefold Amen 
      
Sermon                 “A Voice from the Margins”    Rev. Dr. Brian Snyder 
 
Offering and Choral Anthem  Awaken and Prepare Us, O Lord    Mark Hayes 
 
*Response: The Doxology  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow          Old Hundredth 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow!  Praise God all creatures here below!   
Praise God above, ye heavenly host!  Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost!  Amen. 

 
Prayer of Dedication 
 
 
 



Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper  
  Leader: The Lord be with you. 
  People: And also with you. 
  Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
  People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
  Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
The Sanctus                 Holy, Holy, Holy Lord   Sung by choir and congregation 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power, God of might! Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the 

highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
 
Words of Institution 
 
Communion Music      Lo, How a Rose Ere Blooming    Ben & Deb Carter  
 
The People Commune 
 
Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 
  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
  Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread,  
  and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors, 
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
  for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.   
 
Welcome and Next Steps  
 
*Hymn 96        On Jordan's Banks the Baptist's Cry 
  
*Charge and Benediction 
 
*Choral Response       Sevenfold Amen 
 
Postlude       Herr Jesu Christ, Dich Zuch Uns Wend      J.S. Bach        

Please feel free to exit during the postlude, mindful of those who wish to remain and listen. 

Prayers are requested for: 
 

Bower Hill Church Members 

Jeff Carper, Gloria Child 

Georgia Gallo, Linda James 

Joan McAnulty, Dottie Post 

 Ongoing Prayers for Health Concerns 

Other family, friends, loved ones, etc.  

Doug Bish & Family 
Family of Lisa Brumbelow 

Jim Casey 
William Casey 

Family of Danielle Duncan 
Matteo Guajardo 

Betty Hicks 
Brian Shanahan  

The Peter Smith Family 
The World 

Marty Whayley 

If you have a prayer request, please write it on the white prayer request card located in your pew.    You 
may place it in the offering plate located in the narthex to be printed next week.  Prayer concerns will 

remain in the bulletin for three weeks unless otherwise requested. 


