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~ Of Pilgrims and Pilgrimages ~ 

“You shall have a song as in the night when a holy feast is kept;  
and gladness of heart, as when one sets out to the sound of the flute  

to go to the mountain of the Lord, to the Rock of Israel.” 
 

~ Isaiah 30:29  

 
Dear Members and Friends, 
 

Once in the streets of Oil City, my hometown, a man who looked like Gandalf asked me the way to 
St. Stephen’s Catholic Church.  Gray robe, walking stick, grizzled beard.  I told him how to get there, then 
asked if there was a renaissance fair in town.  He gave me a long-suffering smile and said, “No, I’m a pil-
grim.”  St. Stephen’s is nothing all that special, just a regular bingo-and-fish-fry kind of place.  I still don’t 
know what would draw a pilgrim to a plain old church in a struggling factory town.  But then again, this 
whole concept of religious pilgrimages has not fared well in the Protestant world.  It’s true that people in 
mainline circles often borrow pilgrimesque language when they refer to their “spiritual journey.”  But aside 
from that, the notion of traveling to a sacred spot is foreign to most of us.  We know about Lourdes, and 
Compostela, and the prologue to The Canterbury Tales.  But what makes one spot any holier than another?  
Isn’t God in my basement laundry room as much as in Lourdes?   

 
And yet, pilgrimage is an ancient practice, as demonstrated by the verse from Isaiah at the top of 

this page.  And the notion of “sacred journeys” is making a comeback among Protestants.  (This might be a 
good place to admit that I keep a “sacred places wish list,” mostly made up of European churches that I 
hope to visit in this lifetime.)  God may be equally present in every place, but there are certain spots where 
that presence becomes more real to us.  It’s worth our while to seek those places out.   

 
 About a year ago, Pittsburgh Presbytery decided to lead a “youth pilgrimage” to Malawi in the 

summer of 2019.  Malawi is one of Africa’s most storied landscapes, with its broad savannahs, leafy moun-
tains, immense silver lake, and cartoon baobabs.  It was in Malawi that Henry Morton Stanley located the 
long-lost Scottish explorer-missionary and uttered his famous greeting, “Dr. Livingstone, I presume?”  Liv-
ingstone was the first one to take the Presbyterian faith to that country.  Many faith-based hospitals, mission 
stations, and large churches—built in unique Scottish tropical style—remain important institutions in the 
life of that nation.  Indeed, the church in Malawi is growing and prospering. With its rich religious history 
and vibrant spiritual life today, Malawi is an ideal place for church kids from Pittsburgh to go on pilgrim-
age.  One pilgrim, my daughter Chloe Snyder, has this to say about the upcoming trip:  

 
A group of our youth are participating in the Presbytery-wide pilgrimage to Malawi, Africa, this 

summer in hopes of developing relationships that transcend national borders with fellow youth in Presby-
terian churches. A luncheon will be held after church on May 19th to discuss this trip, and will include an 
informational presentation about the pilgrimage. Children are welcome to attend. While admission and 
food will be provided at no cost, donations are greatly appreciated! 

 
Stay tuned for more information about the pilgrimage.  The travelers themselves will be speaking 

during a minute for mission on Sunday, May 5.  Until then, if you were going to make a pilgrimage to some 
sacred place, where would it be? 

In Christ’s Peace, 
~Brian 
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Thank you to all choir members, instrumen-
talists, and youngsters that helped make 
Lent and Easter so musically meaningful.  

Fantastic job!  From the Holocaust Remembrance 
Service, to Holy Week, Good Friday, an extra Satur-
day rehearsal, and a phenomenal Easter service, 
thank you, thank you, thank you!  

Please join us when Adult Education 
meets in the Friendship Room on Sunday 
mornings following worship, from 11:00-

12:00 p.m.  
This year’s theme is Year of Justice.  Our Biblical fo-
cus is Micah 6: 8 “And what does the Lord require of 
you?  To do justice and to love kindness and to walk 
humbly with God.” 
 
Programming for the month of May is as follows: 
 
May 5--Brian Snyder will lead us with a topic to be 
determined.  
 
May 12--Michelle Snyder will be leading us in the dis-
cussion of the book The Underground Railroad by Col-
son Whitehead.  
 
May 19--There will be no Adult Education since 
BHCC Youth will host a fundraiser luncheon.   
 
May 26--There will be no Adult Education due to the 
Memorial Day holiday weekend. 
 
Plan to join us as we wrap up the programming year!  

Adult Education Committee Chair 
Linda James—lindajames1624 @comcast.net 

Director of Music Ministries 
Anne Carper Smith—an@bhccml.com 

CONGREGATION MEETING NOTICE 
 

By official call of the Session, the sec-
ond 2019 regular meeting of the congre-
gation of Bower Hill Community 
Church (Presbyterian U.S.A.) will be 
held on May 12 in the sanctuary imme-
diately following the worship service. 
 
The Nominating Committee will present 

its slate of nominees for Session members in the Class 
of 2022, Deacon members in the Class of 2022, and 
congregation members of the 2020 Nominating Com-
mittee.  Nominees may also be presented for open posi-
tions in earlier Session and Deacon classes. Church 
members may be nominated from the floor for these 
positions, but such nominations must have the consent 
of those being nominated prior to the meeting.   
 
       Bill Cadwell, Clerk of Session 

 

 

Worship Plans  

 

May 5: Third Sunday of Easter 

Communion 

Acts 9:1-6; John 21:1-19 

“When You Grow Old” 
 

May 12:  Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Mother’s Day 

John 10:22-30; Revelation 7:9-17 

“Sacred Time” 
 

May 19:  Fifth Sunday of Easter 

John 13:31-35; Revelation 21:1-6 

“The Home of God” 

 

May 26:  Sixth Sunday of Easter  

Acts 16:9-15; Revelation 21:10, 21:22-22:5 

“The Healing of the Nations” 

 

The Church office will 

be closed on  

Monday, May 27 
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From the Director of Christian Education and Youth  Programs 
Amy Grella — am@bhccml.com 

Calling volunteers for Day Camp & Jr. Day Camp July 29 - August 2 

Yes…it’s time for us to begin preparations for Day Camp and Jr. Day Camp!  This summer, we will continue to offer 
two different camps for our vacation Bible school.  Our theme this year is “This Changes Everything” and is based on 
Ephesians 2:8 - For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God. 

Day Camp is an all-day faith-building experience for elementary-aged children in completed 1st - 5th 
grades.  Day Camp runs daily from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and is led by Crestfield staff.  It includes an 
optional day trip to Camp Crestfield during the week.  Jr. Day Camp, which takes place daily that 
same week from 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., is for children in preschool (must be potty-trained) through 
completed Kindergarten.  Jr. Day Camp is run by our staff and volunteers.  

The CE committee envisions using this week-long summer ministry as a tool for reaching out into our 
community to invite friends and family to check out Bower Hill.  We are excited to be preparing for an increased num-
ber of kids in both camps!   
 

However, that means that LOTS of help is needed to make it a memorable and successful week.  Com-
plete details on the volunteer opportunities and a sign-up sheet are on the bulletin board outside 
the Friendship room.   All volunteer s here dur ing the week of Day Camp must be Approved 
Adults.  This is an easy (and free) process that can largely be accomplished from any computer.  Start 
the process by completing the Approved Adult application and submitting it to Amy or the church of-
fice.  Copies of this form are on the bulletin board by the Friendship Room.  Also, starting in mid-May, 
be on the lookout for a “Wish Board” filled with the supplies and monetary donations needed to support 
Jr. Day Camp.  Thanks for your help in supporting Bower Hill children! 

 
Children’s Worship Changes for the Fall 

The CE committee has plans well underway to relocate Children’s Worship into a dedicated room for the fall.  This 
move will provide a permanent space for children to interact with our Godly Play stories and materials.  What is Godly 
Play?  Based on Montessori principles and developed using a spiral curriculum, Godly Play is a teaching method that 
Bower Hill has used increasingly for the last five years.  Children have an innate sense of the presence of God.  The 
Godly Play approach helps them to explore their faith through story, to gain religious language, and to enhance their 
spiritual experience though wonder and play.  Look for more information on how you can help, and for an Open House 
tour once the space is ready! 

 
PONDERINGS FROM THE PA 

 

Volunteer.  The word as a noun comes from the 16th century in France and has a military connota-

tion as one who agreed to serve without being drafted.  Today our definition is much broader and is 
used to identify individuals that give of themselves to assist a particular cause or person.  The latest 
statistics indicate that about one in four Americans consider themselves to be volunteers.  Labor pro-
vided by volunteers is estimated to have an annual economic value of over 184 billion dollars. 
 

The church has long been a place to connect individuals with needs both locally and globally, and Bower Hill Church is 
certainly no exception to this.  The opportunities to serve are indeed endless.  There is a good theological basis for this 
as Jesus early in his ministry proclaims, “follow me”.  I hope you will review the frequent requests in the bulletin and 
newsletter and answer YES!  Count on me.  

       Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure, Parish Associate  
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Communion Servers 
Lynn Foltz, Dave Hicks 
Kent Jones, Phyllis Madden 
 
Usher Captain — Mike Riemer 
 
Lectors 
May 5: Rev. Fred Leasure 
May 12: Nate Rising 
May 19: Chris Robbins 
May 26: Jim Burke  
 
Greeters 
May 5: Sheri, D.J., and Leo Geis 
May 12: Bethany / Nick Gibbs, Cynthia Gissin 
May 19: JoAnn / Leo Goode, Mary Good 
May 26: Amber / Steve Grier, Ed Hanke 
 
Acolytes 
May 5: Owen and Jacob Geis 
May 12: Aiden Belardi, Teagan Bruce, Greta Snyder 
May 19: Bea Watterson, Clara & Henry Druckenbrod 
May 26: n/a  
 
Coffee Hour   
May 5: Watterson 
May 12: Young  
May 19: Christian Ed Committee 
May 26: Casey 
 
Flower Deacons 
May 5: Anne Mitchell 
May 12: Betsy Hohlfelder 
May 19: Darenda Lease 
May 26: Doris Olinger 
 
Sextons 
May 5: Bill Cadwell 
May 12: Dave Hicks 
May 19: Glenn Child 
May 26: Tim Lease 
 
Soundboard 
May 5: Nathan Ivey 
May 12: Peter Morgan 
May 19: Bill Andrews 
May 26: Glenn Child 
 
Dishwasher 
May 5: McElroy 
May 12: Miewald 
May 19: Rising 
May 26: n/a  

May Worship Volunteers Bower Hill Green Grocers 

This may be the least known of 
the many mission projects that 
our church members have orga-
nized and run for many years.  
It has been ongoing for over 30 
years and involves the delivery 
of slightly aging produce from 
the South Hills Village Giant 
Eagle to a local food bank.  For 

years, the recipient was a location downtown, but 
for the past two years the produce has been deliv-
ered to SHIM in Bethel Park.  Our best guess is 
that we have delivered about 225 TONS of pro-
duce to those in need through this long-running 
project.  At the same time, and with the obvious 
help of Giant Eagle, we have kept that amount of 
produce from being wasted and ending up in a 
landfill. 
 
This is a great volunteer project that takes about  
1-2 hours one Sunday each month, and we are 
looking for volunteers.  Sadly, for us, one of our 
volunteer families is moving from the Pittsburgh 
area.  Kent, Kelly and Riley Jones have been ded-
icated members of our team for several years, de-
livering on the third Sunday of each month. Be-
ginning in June, we will need a new family to take 
over for the Joneses.  A heartfelt THANKS to 
them for their dedication to this very worthwhile 
project.  Anyone who is interested in volunteering 
and has access to an SUV or van, please contact 
Dave Hicks @ 412-833-7753,  
412-427-6606 or email him at 
davehhicks@yahoo.com. 

mailto:davehhicks@yahoo.com
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Community Notes 
Want to be included on this page?  Submissions are typically due the 15th of every month  

for the next month’s publication (unless otherwise announced). 412-561-4114 or office@bhccml.com 

The Senior Men’s Breakfast Group  

This group will meet on Tuesday, May 7, at 8:00 a.m.  The 
meeting location is the Denny's restaurant at 2180 Greentree 
Road, near Swallow Hill Road.  All senior men are welcome.  
No reservation is required.  Conversation is spontaneous. 
 

Unity Food Pantry Collection 

Sunday, May 12, is our  next collection date.  
Throughout the upcoming summer, Unity Food 
Pantry will be providing extra food to the fami-
lies it serves to make up for the free or reduced-
price school breakfasts and lunches their children 
receive during the school year.  Unity Food Pan-

try's greatest needs during this time include boxed cold cere-
al, canned soups, boxed macaroni and cheese, peanut butter, 
and canned tuna.  Thank you for helping Unity feed our 
neighbors in need! 
Donations of any non-perishable food items are also wel-
comed.  Collection bins are located in the hallways outside 
the church office and the narthex. 
 

Western PA Diaper Bank  

The next quarterly collection of disposable baby and adult 
diapers will be Sunday, June 16.    
In the interim, please remember to save coupons for disposa-
ble diapers, and place them in the envelope near the Pack’n 
Play by the Nursery. 
 
Tax-deductible monetary donations are accepted by making 
your check payable to WPA Diaper Bank, and mailing it to 
201 N. Braddock Ave., Suite 124, Pittsburgh, 15208.  
Please note our church name on the memo line. 
 

Bookworms 

Our ladies’ book discussion group meets on the fourth Tues-
day of each month at 7:30 p.m. in Room 105 for fellowship 
and discussion of a chosen title.  Everyone is 
welcome to read the book for the month and 
join the discussion.   

May 28—Still Life, by Louise Penny 

June 25—Becoming Michelle Obama 

July 23—Tattooist of Auschwitz, by Heather Morris 

August 27—Where the Crawdads Sing, by Delia Owens  

Currently #1 on the Best Seller List so get your request in early. 

LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE 

   (Matthew 5:16) 

The steeple of Bower Hill Church is 
visible for many miles around.  When 
lit in the night sky, it is a beacon of 
faith that goes far beyond our imme-
diate community.  We would like to 
offer you an opportunity to identify its 
light as a special reminder of a partic-

ular event or person.   

Consider sponsoring the lighting of the steeple in 
honor of an anniversary, birthday, or some other sig-
nificant date.  You can also light the steeple in 
memory of a loved one, or to represent a prayer re-
quest.  Notice of your lighting—and the person, pray-
er, or date that it commemorates—will appear in the 
weekly bulletin.  If timely enough, it can also appear in 
the monthly newsletter.  The cost for this remem-
brance is $10 a day.  Checks should be sent to the 
church with “STEEPLE” written on the memo line.  
We hope you will consider sharing your light!  

You can do this by emailing your request to Amy 
Leasure at amlea97@hotmail.com.  She will verify 
that the lighting dates selected do not conflict with 
others received.  Amy will then contact the church 
office with details of your submission for acknowl-
edgement in the church publications.  (See below.) 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Steeple dedica- tions for the 
month of May 
are as follows: 

 
May 7 — requested by Jen Geis, to be lit in memory 
of her uncle, Tom Ireland. 

May 24 -- requested by Kay Allen, to be lit in 
memory of Elizabeth Kay Allen, her daughter. 

May 29 -- requested by Pastor Brian Snyder, in honor 
of his and Michelle’s 15th Wedding Anniversary.  
(Anonymous donor) 
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Information from  
the BHCC Eco Justice Team 

Eliminate Clutter and Reduce Paper 
Waste 
Would you like to reduce the amount of 

marketing mail arriving in your mailbox? Visit the 
websites below to opt-out. 
 
valpak.com 
To stop receiving Valpak coupons, search for 
"valpak opt-out".  You will find www.valpak.com/
coupons/show/mailinglistsuppression.  Simply enter 
your address.  Valpak will remind you that you can 
always select and print specific coupons from their 
website. 
 
redplum.com 
Search for "Red Plum opt-out".  You will find 
www.redplum.com/help/how-can-i-be-removed-
from-your-mailing-list.  This site asks for name, ad-
dress, phone number and email.  The site will accept 
your request even if you have not entered phone and 
email. 
 
yellowpagesoptout.com 
From www.yellowpagesoptout.com, you can register 
to no longer receive phone books.  This site does 
require an email address for registration. 
 
dmachoice.org 
To address mailings from organizations that you do 
not already have a relationship with, go to 
dmachoice.org and input your mail preferences.  
There is a $2 charge to register.  Go through the cat-
egories of Catalogs, Magazine Offers, and Other 
Mail Offers to input your preferences.  From the fi-
nal selection, Credit Offers, you can link to the next 
site called optoutprescreen.com. 
 
optoutprescreen.com 
From optoutprescreen.com you can elect to remove 
your name temporarily or permanently from the lists 
used to distribute pre-screened credit card offers.  
You will be asked for personally identifying infor-
mation.  If you are not comfortable providing that 
data, don't do it. 
 
Catalogs 
Some businesses allow customers to opt-out on their 
websites using the customer identifiers printed on the 
catalog.  When that is not an option, businesses will 
accept this request by phone. 
 
Changes take five to six weeks to have an effect.  
Enjoy your clutter-free space! 

Many Thanks to the  

Eco Justice Team and the Bubble Brigade!! 
 

Beginning in January 2019, the Eco Justice team began ask-
ing the coffee hour hosts to put out mugs in place of the 
paper coffee cups. They set up a dishwasher crew (aka the 
Bubble Brigade) that takes turns running the dishwasher so 
that the coffee hour hosts aren’t overloaded with extra re-
sponsibilities. Soon after that we began using dishwasher 
safe plates.  More recently, we ordered dishwasher safe 
plastic cups to be used for the lemonade and water, so that 
the only paper we use during coffee hour are napkins 
(which are compostable).  
 
Rob Mackey has headed up the Bubble Brigade and has 
been fantastic about communicating with Parish Life about 
all the changes.  We’ve even been able to go paperless for 
larger events, most recently the Easter Breakfast, but also 
the brunch following the joint worship service with First 
Baptist in February and the potluck on March 30. 
 
In addition, Rich Salvante has arranged for us to have a sep-
arate can for compostable food and the paper napkins, and 
he takes care of making sure it is taken to the correct place 
to be composted. 
 
Parish Life extends a huge THANK YOU to Rob, Rich and 
the Bubble Brigade for helping us to be more environmen-
tally responsible while making sure the transition was 
smooth and painless!! 
 
If you’re interested in joining the Eco Justice team, contact 
Steve Boisvert and/or if you’re interested in becoming a 
member of the Bubble Brigade, contact Rob Mackey. 

At the risk of sounding like a broken 
record, I’m excited to report that the 
spring flea market was another HUGE 
success.  We made close to $4,000 
from sale proceeds.  The total includ-
ing Craiglist and some jewelry sold to 
Truver’s was just over $4,900. 
 

This year we had many of our seasoned veterans help as 
well as some new faces.  We had a record number of youth 
give up either part of their Saturday to help out on Sale 
Day or on Sunday to help pack up after the sale.  
 
Thank you to everyone who donated items, helped price, 
helped unpack, helped the day of the sale, made soup and 
baked goods for the snack bar, and helped clean up! Your 
continued support of the flea market is the reason why it’s 
the success that it is year after year! 

http://valpak.com
http://www.valpak.com/coupons/show/mailinglistsuppression
http://www.valpak.com/coupons/show/mailinglistsuppression
http://redplum.com
http://www.redplum.com/help/how-can-i-be-removed-from-your-mailing-list
http://www.redplum.com/help/how-can-i-be-removed-from-your-mailing-list
http://yellowpagesoptout.com/
http://www.yellowpagesoptout.com/
http://dmachoice.org
http://dmachoice.org
http://optoutprescreen.com
http://optoutprescreen.com
http://optoutprescreen.com
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Ladies Night Out !! 

Ladies of Bower Hill--Start off Mother’s Day 
Weekend right when we take 
our turn to get together out on 
the town!!  On Friday, May 
10, at       7:00 p.m., we will 
meet at Apis Mead & Winery 
at 206 Mary Street in Carne-
gie.   

The main draw for Apis is their wide variety of 
mead (honey wine).  They offer sampler flights 
for those who want to try a variety of flavors.  
They don’t serve food, but on Friday nights    
there are food trucks outside.  The food truck    
on May 10 will be Pittsburgh Tortas.  There will 
also be live music from the Eddan Sparks Trio.  
According to Facebook, they play “Pop, Soul, 
Whatever.” 

According to one review on Yelp, 
Apis is a “cozy spot to have drinks 
with friends” and many of the re-
views mention a plethora of board 
games they have available for their 
patrons to play while they sip their 
mead.  

If a Carnegie hot spot isn’t your speed, no wor-
ries.  We will do another wine and cheese at a 
member’s house before the end of the year. 

No need to RSVP, but if you have any questions, 
contact Theresa Child. 

Get Outdoors - A Parish Life Activity 

The hike selected for May 4 will be hiking some of the trails in Frick Park..  
 
Frick Park is Pittsburgh's largest historic regional park. Although Henry Clay Frick bequeathed the 
original 151 acres to the city in 1919, the park did not open until 1927 after additional land had been 
acquired. Most recently, 106 acres were annexed to the park as part of the process that created the 
Summerset at Frick Park housing development and restored the Nine Mile Run stream valley. Today, 
Frick Park stretches from its northern borders in Point Breeze down to the Monongahela River. 
 
Known as Pittsburgh’s woodland park for its extensive trails throughout steep valleys and wooded 

slopes, Frick Park is an ideal escape from the noise of the city. Birding enthusiasts love to visit Clayton Hill, where 
well over 100 species of birds have been recorded.  
 
If it is raining, we will reschedule.  Please email me at gstchild@yahoo.com, so I have a rough idea of who is com-
ing to make sure that we don’t leave on Saturday before you arrive.  We will meet in the main parking lot at  
9:00 a.m. and carpool to the hike. 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to 
this year’s Easter Breakfast. For those 
who are unaware, all the donuts, juice, 
yogurt, fruit and pancakes are provided 
by the Session committees, and Donna 
Williams recruits many members to make 
the yummy egg casseroles.  This year we 

had to ask for extras of each item because First Baptist church 
members joined us for both the breakfast and the worship ser-
vice. 

Many thanks to Donna for making all the arrangements and for 
making sure all the tables are set so beautifully. 

Thank you to Kristen Mackey for stuffing the eggs and to the 
older kids who set up the Easter Egg Hunt and made sure the 
empty eggs were collected after the younger kids got their good-
ies.  And here’s a little secret—I FORGOT to ask the Easter Bun-
ny to come this year, but THANKS TO ED HANKE, HE 
SHOWED UP ANYWAY! 

Special thanks to those who helped set up on Friday and those 
who helped clean up following the breakfast--both the Bubble 
Brigade and those who helped de-deck the tables and put all the 
tables and chairs away.  Often for Easter, we leave the tables up 
and come back another day to finish cleaning because everyone 
has Easter festivities to attend, but we were lucky enough this 
year to have it all done Easter Sunday. 

The Easter Breakfast has been a tradition at Bower Hill for many 
years, and we thank everyone for taking part in it and making it 
the joyous celebration that it is! 

FYI:  I don’t know how many people we served between the 
breakfast and coffee hour, but we had 273 attend the worship 
service!!  

     ~ Theresa Child, Chair, Parish Life Committee 

 

mailto:gstchild@yahoo.com
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Monday - Friday   9:00 a.m.— 2:30 p.m. 

Bower Hill Community Church 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

70 Moffett Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15243 

Phone: 412-561-4114 
Fax: 412-561-2252 

E-mail: office@bhccml.com 
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RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

Please pray for Our Care List 
 

Dennis Geis, Sr.  
 

Lauren Kocher  
 

Betty Mancini, Canterbury Place, 310 Fisk St., #507, Pgh. 15201 
 

Virginia Mason 
 

LuAnne Pattison (former member) 
 

Virginia Reinstadtler, mother-in-law to Mike Riemer 
 

Cal Wilson, former BHCC pastor  

Sunday Transportation 

Need a ride to worship? The deacons would like to 
provide a ride to worship for members who need one.  
Please contact the church office several days before 
Sunday worship, and someone will help schedule your 
ride. 

 

Are you willing to give a ride? 

The deacons are compiling a list of people who might be willing to give 
rides to church. There are several people who do not dr ive who 
might come to church if they had a ride. If you would be willing to 
offer rides, please call the church office at 412-561-4114.  


