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~Doing Is Believing~ 

“Morality comes as a result of habit.  We become just by doing just acts.   
We become self-controlled by doing self-controlled acts.  We become brave by doing brave acts.” 

~Aristotle 

 
Dear Members and Friends, 
 
 Our new adult Sunday school class is named “VERITAS.”  The name has raised enough eyebrows that 
a little explanation might be in order.  You see, I had to write an announcement about the new class quickly, in 
order to make the deadline for a recent worship bulletin.  The name for the old class, “Open Spaces,” no longer 
seemed appropriate.  And so, I called the class VERITAS, assuming (in a moment of self-delusion) that every-
one would know that veritas is Latin for “truth,” as in “the eternal verities,” or our English word “veritable.” 
 
 In any case, VERITAS is a refresher course in the basics of the Christian faith.  We wrestle with a lot 
of meaningful questions.  Take for example last week’s discussion: Everyone knows that “faith” usually refers 
to “belief,” the acceptance of some creed or doctrine.  But in the New Testament, the word “faith” (which is 
usually translated simply as “belief”) can also have other meanings.  It can mean “trust.”  And it can mean 
“faithfulness to something or someone.”  This third definition implies that faith is more about one’s lifestyle 
than one’s private collection of doctrines and ideas. 
  
 Here’s a little illustration of the difference: Next time you recite the Apostles’ Creed, instead of saying, 
“I believe in God the Father Almighty,” try saying, “I am faithful to God the Father Almighty.”  You could do 
the very same thing with the well-known verse, John 3:16: “For God so loved that world that he gave his only 
Son, so that whoever is faithful to him shall not perish…”  The VERITAS group liked this understanding of 
“faith,” because it takes church away from the intellect and puts it squarely in our daily lives.  It makes faith to 
be more about how we live than what we believe. 
 
 I often tell people that I didn’t really become a person of faith until after I’d served as a Presbyterian 
missionary in Africa for several years.  It’s true!  For me, the believing followed the doing.  In fact, the Chris-
tian faith only made sense to me as I struggled to live with it daily, in a place of terrible beauty, pervasive ill-
ness, crushing poverty, and unexplainable joy.  Jesus doesn’t often say “Believe in me” (and even when he 
does—as we just saw—it could also be translated as, “Be faithful to me”).  No, Jesus doesn’t often ask us for 
belief.  But his constant command is, “Follow me.”  As important as beliefs and doctrines are, we will always 
meet the living Christ more in his service than in all the books that have been written about him.  Sometimes 
doing is believing. 
 

Faithfully, 
 

~Brian 
 



Food Drive: Second Sunday Each Month 
Wallace Food Pantry collects food items that 
they will need to provide supplies to all their 
client families.  The primary need is for “hearty” 
complete meals and sides, such as chunky soups, 
tuna and “helper” mixes and boxed staples like 
potatoes. Basics like dry cereal, canned tuna, and 
soups are appreciated. 
 

Bookworms  
Bookworms is our ladies’ book discussion group. It 
meets on the third Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Friendship Room at BHCC, for fellowship and 
discussion of a chosen title. Everyone is welcome to 
read the book for the month and join the discussion. 
The book for the October 15 meeting is Light Be-
tween Oceans by M. L. Stedman 

 
 
Senior Men’s Group Meets Tuesday Mornings 

Senior men’s breakfast will meet on Tuesday, October 1. The 
group convenes at 8:00 a.m. at Kings Restaurant on Rte. 50, 
Washington Pike near the end of Greentree Road, in Scott. We 
normally have eight to twelve men attend. There is no agenda 
other than good fellowship and interesting conversation. No 
invitation or reservation is needed. We meet in the room to the 
left of the cashier. 
 
 
BBQ Chicken Dinner to Benefit Charity 
Upper St. Clair - Bethel Park Rotary Club will hold its only 
annual fundraiser, the famous Chicken Barbecue, on Saturday, 
October 12.  You can dine in or just drive through our take-out 

line.  Each meal is still $10 ($12 if 
you buy your tickets at the 
door).  The meal includes chicken, 
beans, coleslaw, a roll and a 
drink.  This one-day event will take 
place at Westminister Presbyterian 
Church on Route 19 in Upper St. 
Clair. All of our proceeds go to vari-
ous local and international charitable 

organizations like Hekima Place, the Haiti Water Project, Fami-
ly Hospice, Pittsburgh Food Bank and many, many others. 
Contact Dave or Susan Hicks at 412-720-0125 or send an 
email to: susiebhicks@yahoo.com.  Please consider purchasing 
a couple of tickets to help us help others. 
 
 
Fall Fest Potluck  
On  Sunday, October 6, at 5:30 p.m., there will be an all-church 
potluck dinner with a fall theme.  There will be games and ac-
tivities for all ages (did someone say old-fashioned bobbing for 
apples?).  Children are invited to bring their own pumpkin to 

paint.  Otherwise, just bring a fall-themed dish to pass and 
share.  Please sign-up on the bulletin board so Parish Life can 
have a general idea how many to plan for.  

 
 

Murder Mystery Dinner 
Saturday, November 2 

5:00-8:00 p.m. 
Cost: $10/person 

  
Come join us for a unique 
evening of fun and entertain-
ment.  Take on a character and 
become a part of the mys-
tery.  Have fun mingling 
among the other guests and 
enjoy dinner and dessert while 

attempting to figure out whodunit. Will you be our master 
sleuther?  You do not want to miss this memora-
ble experience!  For those with young children, make this a fun 
night out for the whole family!  While the adults are busy 
sleuthing upstairs, children are invited to enjoy pizza, pop-
corn and a movie downstairs.  Childcare will be provided by 
the church at a cost of  $5 per child/maximum $10 per family.   
 
A sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin board in the hallway 
outside of the nursery. Please be sure to sign up if you are inter-
ested.  We will need a definite head count in advance, as char-
acter assignments will be mailed out prior to the event. The 
deadline to sign up is October 20. Please indicate on the sign-
up sheet if your children will be attending the pizza/movie 
night. Please contact Sheri Geis at sheri.geis@yahoo.com or 
412-571-1642 with any questions 
 
Listen to your Favorite Sermon Again! 
Did you know you can find Pastor Snyder’s sermons on the 
web?  Every Sunday the entire service is digitally recorded.  
The sermon is then extracted and uploaded to the church web-
site, www.bhccml.com.  It’s available as a PDF file to read, 
save to your computer, and share with friends and colleagues. 

Or if you have an MP3 player, you can listen 
to a sermon you missed or to one with which 
you especially identified. What else is on the 
church website?  Be sure to visit often to keep 
up with Bower Hill’s activities. 
 

Community Notes 
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Want to be included on this page? Submissions are due the 15th of every month  
for the next month’s publication. 412-561-4114 or office@bhccml.com 

http://www.bhccml.com/
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THE BIRTHDAY BLESSING  

 
Please take a moment to read through the 
names, pray for them, and offer them your 

best wishes!  
 

If your name is not listed, it is because the 
church office does not have  

your information. 

October 01 Nicholas Westerhoff 
 
October 02 Anne Mitchell 
  Anne Noland 
 
October 03 Madeline Good 
  Rachel Robosky 
 
October 04 Gordon Post 
 
October 05 Tyler Kane 
 
 
October 06 Ginny Starr 
  Heather Wylie 
October 08 Mark Criswell 
 

October 09 Woody Hughes 
 
October 10 Tooie Sharkey 
  Eleanora Freas 
 
October 11 Jason Rising 
 
October 12 Andrejs Baumhammers 
  Carol Swed 
  Sara Waller 
  Vanessa Shwallon 
 
October 17  Ryan Kelly 
  Lesley Olinger 
 
 October 18 Trisha Eliason 
  Autumn Grella 
 
October 19  Mary Ketchum 
 
October 22 Allison  Gibbons 
 
 
October 23 Lydon Cameron 
  Zak Kerner 
 
October 24 Dave Stewart 

 
October 26 Dorothy Post 
 
October 29 Robert Balentine 
  Linda Goldbach 
  Grace Foster 
  Isabella Williams 
 
October 30 Curt Philson 
 
October 31 David Cameron 

SAVOYARDS OF PITTSBURGH 
Presents 

 
“PRINCESS IDA” 

GILBERT AND SULLIVAN PRODUCTION 
 

OCTOBER 11-20, 2013 
http://www.pittsburghsavoyards.org 

 
Performances will be held at the  

Andrew Carnegie Free Library & Music Hall  
300 Beechwood Avenue  Carnegie, PA 15106  

 http://www.carnegiecarnegie.org 

 
The Savoyards fall production will feature Calvin C. Wilson as 

King Hildebrand, and a member  of the chorus  
on the dates noted on the schedule below. 

 
Friday , October 11                   8:00 p.m.   CCW as King Hildebrand 
Saturday , October 12                   8:00 p.m.   CCW in Men’s Chorus 
Sunday, October 13                  2:30 p.m.   CCW as King Hildebrand 
Thursday, October 17               8:00 p.m.   CCW as King Hildebrand 
Friday, October 18                    8:00 p.m.   CCW in Men’s Chorus 
Saturday, October 19                 8:00 p.m.   CCW as King Hildebrand 
Sunday, October 20                   2:30 p.m.   CCW in Men’s Chorus 

 
General admission tickets are available  

in advance at $15.00, at the door $20.00.  
Please contact Beth @ eswilson210@comcast.net  

for tickets or questions.  

 

 
 
 
 

 
Fall Fest Potluck 
Sunday, October 6 

 
Haiti Comedy Night  

October 12 
 

Murder Mystery Dinner 
November 2 

 
Snyder's Open House 

Saturday, December 7, at 6:30 p.m.  
 

Family Promise Weeks 
November 10-17 

December 29– January 5 

http://www.pittsburghsavoyards.org
http://www.carnegiecarnegie.org
mailto:eswilson210@comcast.net
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Adult Education: October 
The services of Catholic Charities Free Health 
Care Center, Downtown, will be explained  by 
Helen Meacham, coordinator of volunteer ser-
vices, on Sunday, October 6. The center recent-
ly announced expansion plans. 
   
Elder Steve Boisvert will discuss the expanding 
role of social media on the Internet on October 
13.  
   
The Rev. Ayana Teter, Pittsburgh Presbytery associate minis-
ter for outreach, will be with us on October 20.   
 
Newly elected PA House of Representative member, The Hon. 
Daniel L. Miller, will join us on October 27 to discuss the leg-
islative human services issues in the state legislature. Mr. Mil-
ler serves on the Aging & Older Adult Services, Children & 
Youth, and State Government Committees. His 42nd District 
serves Mt. Lebanon and several neighboring communities.   
   
Adult discussion sessions are held in the church library at 
10:45 a.m. each Sunday unless otherwise announced.  Dave 
Green is chair of the adult education committee. Phone 412- 
531-2205. Email davegreenpgh@aol.com. 
  

VERITAS: Adult Discussion 
“VERITAS” means “truth.”  It’s our new adult Sunday school 
class to explore the basics of the Christian Faith.  VERITAS is 
open to anyone who wishes to attend.  We are studying The 
Heart of Christianity, by Marcus Borg, which is available on 
Amazon for about $4.  If you do not have the book, just come 
and join in the discussion: Every Sunday from 10:45 to 11:45 
a.m. in the Conference Room—just opposite the church of-
fice.  Childcare is available. 
 
 
Sunday School and Childcare 
Christian Education for children ages 3 through 5th grade 
takes place during the worship hour.  Kids begin in church, 
and are dismissed following the children's sermon to go to 
their Sunday School classrooms.  Parents of younger children 
(ages 3 through 2nd grade) are asked to  pick them up from 
their classrooms immediately following worship.  Older kids 
will meet their parents at Coffee Hour in Fellowship Hall. 
  
Child care is available during the Adult Education Hour.  Par-
ents attending Adult Ed. who have kids ages 3 through 5th 
grade are asked to pick the children up from Sunday school 
and take them to the Lounge on the ground floor with 
Aja.  Children under 3 years of age can remain with Kathleen 
in the nursery. 

Worship Plans: October 
October 6: World Communion Sunday 

Luke 17:5-10, Lamentation 3:19-26  
 

October 13: Luke 18:1-8 
 

October 20: Luke 18:9-14 
 

October 27: Stewardship Sunday / Reformation Sunday 
Luke 17:11-19   

 
 

  
Worship Volunteers: October 
 
Coffee Hour   
October  6  The Burkes 
October 13   The Grella Family 
October  20  The Robosky Family 
October 27  The Mackey Family/Cynthia Gissen 
 
Lector  
October  6  DJ Geis 
October 13   Jim Cannon 
October  20  Cathy Morgan 
October 27  Tim Lease 
 
Greeters     
October  6  Steve & Debbie Boisvert, Dottie Carter 
October 13   Chuck & Mary Laufer, Nancy Criswell 
October  20  Nancy & Richard Salvante,  
  Judy Delestienne 
October 27  Nancy Geis, Kristen & Robert Mackey 
 
Acolytes  
October 6 Chloe Snyder, Sage Williams 
October 13 Madelyn and Julian Salvante 
October 20 Lindsay and Allie Bruder 
October 27 Leo and Jacob Geis 

 
 
 

Problems? Questions?  
 

Please call the office or contact: 
Greeters, Communion Servers: Margaret Zabo 

Acolytes: Jessica Baier 
Lectors: Joan Zakor 

Coffee Hour: Michelle Snyder 

mailto:davegreenpgh@aol.com
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Haiti Water Projects Update by Darenda Lease for the Haiti Travel Team 
 

HAPPY FALL, Y’ALL! THE HAITI TRAVEL TEAM IS GROWING! 
 
As of this this newsletter, Meg Kelly has completed Solar school to learn the electrical/solar side of the system; Al Patterson and 
Steve Boisvert have completed 103 training: Installation Process of the Water System; and Diane McCammon has completed 
102 training: Health and Hygiene Education. We are so excited that they were inspired to join us. 
 
We are returning to Haiti in November to install two more solar powered water treatment systems. Both sites are located in the 
Le Cayes area. We are excited that our sites continue to be in the southern part of Haiti, as this allows us opportunity to revisit as 
many of our previous installations as we can. The team for this trip: Rick and Pat Jacobs, Alan and Betsy Hohlfelder, Darenda 
Lease, Chris Robbins, Steve Boisvert and Meg Kelly. We leave for Haiti November 19 and return November 26! 
 

                                                               We would appreciate you help with: 
 

                                                                  DRIVERS  
We need folks to get us to the airport at 4:00 a.m. on November 19 

and pick us up late evening on November 26!  
Please see Darenda Lease about the details. 

 
SUITCASES 

 We need a few more large suitcases and a few large or medium hard-cased suitcases. 
 

PRAYERS 
 Continued prayers for this incredible mission are needed and appreciated! 
 

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 
We are always looking for opportunities for the team to acquire funding outside the 
church. Help us to arrange speaking engagements, help by searching for and writing 

grants, and help with new ideas to keep this mission funded. 
 

We feel strongly that we need to return to Haiti every four to six months to work on 
our relationships with our partners.  

For the water systems to be used to their full capacity, it is important to provide additional education on health, hygiene  and 
ways to get clean water further into the villages of Torbeck, Chaveneau, Camp Perrin and the new villages Vallet and Vernet 1 
& 2. Relationship is the key to the success of these installations, and it is indeed part of the covenant we signed with our part-
ners! 
 
1 Corinthians 12:12 “The body is a unit, though it is made of many parts…” We feel blessed to be his “hands and feet” in 
Haiti. It is because of each of you, the many parts at BHCC that “do,” that we can! Thank you for blessing us again with your 
support in the many ways that you do! 

 

 
 
 
 

PLEASE attend the Comedy Night on October 12!  
 

It is truly a FUN and FUNNY night and all proceeds support the Haiti Water Project!  
 

See page 6 of this newsletter for details. 
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OUR CHURCH STAFF 

 

 Rev. Brian Snyder, Pastor 

br@bhccml.com 

 

Company of Pastors 

 Rev. Grafton Eliason 

Rev. Betty Sykes 

Rev. Calvin C. Wilson 

 Rev. John Yohe 

 

Jessica Baier, Director of Music Ministries 

jessicambaier@gmail.com 

 

Dianne Scott, Financial Secretary 

di@bhccml.com 

 

Emily Kerr, Office Administrator 

office@bhccml.com 

 

Jim Askins, Custodian      

   

                    

THE CHURCH OFFICE 

[412] 561-4114 

Monday - Friday   9:00 a.m.— 2:30 p.m. 

Bower Hill Community Church 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

Please pray for Our Care List 

70 Moffett Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15243 

Phone: 412-561-4114 
Fax: 412-561-2252 

E-mail: office@bhccml.com 
www.bhccml.com 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

Edgar G. Steinmark 

March 13, 1925 – September 6, 2013 

 

In lieu of flowers, please contribute to the Providence Point Employee 
Appreciation Fund; checks payable to Baptist Homes Foundation (write 
Employee Appreciation Fund, E.G. Steinmark Memorial on memo 
line). Mail to: 489 Castle Shannon Blvd., Pittsburgh, PA 15234. 


