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~ How the World Came Together ~ 

“Like cold water to a thirsty soul,  
so is good news from a far country.”  

 
Dear Members and Friends, 
 

The word “unprecedented” is starting to feel a little tired, don’t you think?  It worked at first, and 
I’ve used it more than once myself.  Maybe the reason we keep calling these times “unprecedented” is 
precisely because we’re reaching for some meaning that we don’t exactly have a good word for…yet. 
These times are certainly full of things that none of us as individuals have experienced before.  Even if 
widespread contagion is not at all new to our world, it is at least new to us.  And never before has the world 
faced it with the tools (and the expectations) that we have today: modern medicine, worldwide media, 
sophisticated and delicate food chains, fragile economies, the Internet.  It seems that some people in high 
positions bring unhelpful ego issues to the mix as well.  It is an age in which we are learning much about 
what it is to be human, what it is to live in one big community that spreads across—not just rivers—but 
oceans, and borders, and time zones, and the divides of language, and culture, and religion.   

 
One thing that I’ve seen, even as we’ve had to isolate ourselves, is the world coming together in 

some beautiful new ways.  Symphonies perform in perfect concert from the privacy of the musicians’ 
homes.  Choirs, like our own, sing in harmony from their home computers.  Good Sunday attendance 
before the pandemic was something better than 150.  Now I’m disappointed if fewer than 250 join our 
worship services online.  Suddenly, we’re in touch with neighbors, and friends, and relatives from whom 
we rarely used to hear.  Everyone just wants everyone else to be okay.  Always between Christmas and 
Easter, I used to find myself longing to revisit the church services in far-off Cameroon, where I lived, and 
worked, and worshiped for five years.  I found myself casting about in my mind, trying to remember the 
songs they sang, the order things came in, the haunting sound of those old hollow-log drums.  The 
pandemic has afforded me the opportunity to attend Cameroonian worship services again, for like us, they 
have taken church online, whisking my spirit back across the miles to a place that was once my home, 
renewing my sense of connectedness to people on the other side of the world.  In the future, let’s recall 
how the world came together even as we were forced into isolation.   

 
One very significant renewal that the pandemic has brought me is more frequent contact with my 

parents.  They used to live with my sister near Youngstown, but because she is a nurse in the COVID-19 
unit, they’ve had to move in with my brother in the hilly part of Ohio just west of here.  The deal was that 
he would take them into his home if I would drive my mother back to Youngstown every two weeks for 
her regular treatments.  Three hours alone with them in the car every other week has proved to be a strange 
blessing, a kind of renewal that we didn’t even know our relationship needed.   

 
In this ongoing season of Easter, let us look for new life in old things.  Let us seek out the great 

returns that these times afford us: returns to people, returns to places, returns to God, perhaps returns to 
ourselves.  While we grieve for the suffering and fear that this pandemic brings, there is new life here, too.  
Don’t forget that your church is not closed; we’re always here.  And we’re grateful for your presence with 
us in these—what shall we call them?—“unprecedented,” unwieldy, unfamiliar, and uniquely blessed 
times. 

In Christ’s Peace, 

~Brian 

~ Proverbs 25:25   
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Education Opportunity While In-Person 

Activities at BHCC are Canceled 
 

The IRU (Immigration, Refugee, Undocumented 

Persons) Discovery Group is inviting all members and 

friends of Bower Hill to participate in a study that 

includes daily readings and weekly group discussions.   

It is called Strangers in the Land: A Six-Week 

Devotional Guide on Immigration, the Church, and 

the Bible.  
 
Because we will be using Zoom, it will be necessary to 
contact Linda James at lindajames1624@comcast.net, 
so that you receive the email invitations to the sessions.  
 

Sessions will be held on six consecutive Sundays from 

11:00 a.m.--12:30 p.m. beginning on Sunday, May 3.  

The first session will be led by Pastor Brian Snyder. 
 
The best way to participate in this study is to 
purchase the study guide (E-book) and complete the 
daily readings in preparation for the Sunday discussion.    

 

Pastoral Ponderings: 
 
How long is your hair?  Salons and 

barbers have now been shuttered for 

over a month.  Women and men alike 

have had hair grow longer and longer.  Some women 

have succumbed to hats and scarfs as the grey roots 

have begun to show.  Men on the other hand, even 

those who were mostly bald, have now seen curls and 

tufts appear. 

 
The most notable record of long hair in the Bible is 

that of Sampson.  His great strength was attributed to 

his long hair.  His mother pledged to God that it would 

never be cut.  His long hair was a symbol of his 

allegiance to this promise and a reminder of God’s 

guidance in his life. 

 
As we all weather through this uncertain time of 

isolation, perhaps we should deal with our lengthening 

hair as a reminder of God’s continuing guidance for 

our lives.  Our vanity has disappeared.  As we know, 

there is very little we can do about the condition of our 

hair.  May we be reminded that, as Fred Rogers would 

say,. “God loves you just the way you are!”  

 
Our strength to weather any adversity is indeed a gift 

of the Almighty.  However, we must also affirm that it 

is the gathered and scattered community of the faithful 

that continues to act out each day God’s ultimate 

promise to us, “I will be your God and you will be my 

people. 

 

 

 

Director of Music Ministries 
Anne Carper Smith—an@bhccml.com 

 
Sending a huge ‘thank you’ to all of 

the musicians who made Lent, 

Easter, and beyond a success, 

despite our sudden shift to virtual 

life.  Your patience with our steep learning curve is 

deeply appreciated, and I can’t wait to make music in 

person again.  Thank you, thank you, thank you! 

 

 

 

 
 

May 3: Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Communion 

Acts 2:42-47; John 10:1-10 
 

May 10:  Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Mother’s Day 

Acts 7:55-60; John 14:1-14 
 

May 17:  Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 17:22-31; John 14:15-21 
 

May 24:  Ascension of the Lord  

Acts 1:1-11; Luke 24:44-53 
 

May 31:  Pentecost  

Acts 2:1-21; John 20:19-23 

WORSHIP PLANS   

Adult Education  

mailto:lindajames1624@comcast.net
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Director of Christian Education and Youth Programs — Amy Grella — am@bhccml.com 

Children’s Worship and Tweener Class  

The Children's Worship service is now being recorded and shared via YouTube each week.  The lessons are fo-
cused on Bible stories found in the current church season of Easter.  While the recorded service is primarily 
geared toward children in preschool through second grade, additional activities included in the email are designed 
for our older elementary (3rd-6th grade) kids.  If you would like to be included on this weekly e-blast, please let us 
know.  My hope is that this content provides a meaningful option for you and your children to use while we are all 
buckled down and practicing social distancing.  
 
All episodes reside on our YouTube channel.  Search for Bower Hill Community Church to find them.   
 
You can now find all Children’s Worship videos and files on the church website.  Save this link so you can get to 
it easily.  Files will be added each week, and an email will be sent to let you know when the content is available.    
https://www.bowerhillchurch.org/worship/worship-childrens-education/ 

Social Distancing and Distant Socializing 

On our daily walks, the girls and I often pass other people who are out and about in our neighborhood.  Pre-
pandemic, it would be a chance for us to say hello and meet a fellow walker, or even to pet a friendly dog (after first 
asking if it was OK of course).  Now, people cross the street well in advance, leaving large voids between separate 
parties.  While this is done to protect our physical safety, it often makes it all too easy to miss an opportunity to 
show simple kindness to others.   
 
People are now terrified to make eye contact with each other.  In the grocery store, there is noticeable tension be-
tween shoppers.  We are consumed with our own personal safety and ensuring the safety of others.  I passed an old-
er woman who was clearly crying as people walked by ignoring her.  Keeping my space, I stopped and asked if she 
was okay.  It was the first time in over a week that someone had talked to her.  She ended up sharing that she lost 
her husband to cancer last year and has no immediate family in the area.  I understand my social responsibility-- I 
did not hug or approach her in any way. 
 
I get that we are doing the right thing.  But let's not discount the emotional toll the isolation is taking, especially on 
some more than others. In our valiant efforts to save humanity, let's please not forget how to be human.  I’d love to 
re-coin the term “social distancing” to “distant socializing.”  I think of Pastor Brian’s weekly charge to us: 
 

Go out into the world, knowing compassion and seeking justice.  Give voice to the silent; give strength 
to the weak.  See one another, hear one another, love one another.  It is as simple as that, and yet in-
deed very hard.    

 
Our question as followers of Jesus should not be “CAN we” do this.  Our question is “HOW can we” do this, espe-
cially now.  I pray that each one of us finds a way to reach the vulnerable and the hurting among us and shine God’s 
light from a distance.   

Samaritan Is Providing Video and Phone Therapy 
Our Message to Clients Regarding Coronavirus 

God has not distanced Himself.  His healing hand continues to work through our therapists.  Their compassionate 
listening, understanding, and skillful guidance are needed more than ever during this time of crisis. All of the major 
health insurance companies are currently covering therapy delivered via video conferencing and telephone.  So, 
give us a call at 412-741-7430 if you have questions or wish to schedule an appointment. Please join us in our 
hopefulness for better things to come.  God bless you, stay safe, stay healthy.   

Samaritan Counseling Center, Sewickley, PA  15143 

Email:  bhealey@samaritancounseling.net    ---   Website:  samaritancounseling.net 

https://www.bowerhillchurch.org/worship/worship-childrens-education/
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Mission Committee’s Eco-Justice Team Update 
Rob Mackey, Team Member 

While humanity focuses its attention on the pandemic and slows or stalls many of its 
activities, nature has carried on with its annual spring emergence.  Unaware of our 
stresses and fears, the squirrels and rabbits are busy, and the robins are plump with 
eggs.  PA’s favorite sign of spring, the groundhogs, are out of their burrows 
munching away, entirely indifferent to cable news and internet memes. Nature is 
marching on.  Thank Goodness! 

For all of its negatives, the pandemic has allowed more opportunities for 
walks around the neighborhood and extra time to gaze out the window.    
The slower pace gives us the chance to pause, and sit in awe of our amazing 
earth.  How nice it has been to watch forsythias’ gold transition to 
magnolias’ pink and white.  The apple trees are about to burst with deep  
rose-colored blooms (DYK apples, peaches, pears and plums are all 
members of rose family).  Having so much color to enjoy in the bloom of 
spring, it is easy to forget the cooling shade our trees will give during 
summer’s heat, and the autumn splendor for which we in western PA are so 
blessed. 

 
Our urban forest is not natural though.  Most of the trees we see on a 
daily basis were planted by humans.  Pruning is ongoing, and 
eventually dead and dying trees are removed.  Sadly, in our area we 
are removing trees faster than we grow them back.  According to Tree 
Pittsburgh, Allegheny County lost 11,044 acres of tree canopy 
between 2010 and 2015 (for reference, the entire county park system 
is about 12,000 acres).  New development is the primary cause, but 
owners of existing homes have played a role as well.  It is common to 
replace towering shade trees like oaks and sycamores with 
ornamentals that will never clear the rooftops.  Imagine what your 
neighborhood would look like without any of its BIG trees.  From my window, the picture would not be as pleasing.  

 
Your Mission Committee’s Eco-Justice Team is working to address the 
canopy deficit and provide blooming spring beauty for years to come.  We 
recently planted eight trees on the hillside adjacent to the north parking lot.  
Both PA natives, the Eastern Red Bud and Northern Red Oak will combine 
to maximize the carbon trapping, air purifying potential of the space, while 
complementing each other aesthetically.  The Red Buds with striking 
magenta blooms in spring and bright yellow leaves in fall will grow to about 
25 feet in height.  The Red Oaks will 
soar above, up to 80 feet, and show 
russet-red leaves every autumn. 

 
You will likely notice the deer protection before you see the trees.  Unprotected, 
young trees are vulnerable to deer browsing and rubbing.  After a few years, we 
will reuse the fence and posts on a future planting. 

Are you interested in planting trees around BHCC, at home or in the 
community?  There are many ways to get involved.  The Eco-Justice Team is 
thinking about fall planting season and would love to hear from you.  In the 
meantime, enjoy the new trees at BHCC and all the trees in our community!  
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Boy Scout Spaghetti Dinner CANCELED 

The Troop has decided to cancel the Spaghetti Dinner due to 
the current stay-at-home order.  Refunds for tickets 
purchased will be available by sending an email request to 
Sharon Huff at shuff@excaliburdata.com.  Please provide:  
1)  amount of refund, and 2) your name and a mailing 
address for where we may send the check.   

The Troop appreciates everything the church and its 
members do for us and we are looking forward to the next 
time we can be of service.  Thank you! 

     --Troop 28 Scouts and Leaders 

 

Senior Men’s Breakfast Group - No May meeting  
 

Unity Food Pantry Collection 

No collection at BHCC for the month of May.  If you would 
like to make a monetary donation to the Unity Food Pantry, 
the address is Unity Presbyterian Church, 1146 Greentree 
Road, Pittsburgh, PA  15220.  We hope to be back on 
schedule for June.  

 

Western PA Diaper Bank  

No collection scheduled at this time.  Watch for updates.   

Tax-deductible monetary donations are accepted by  making 
your check payable to Western Pennsylvania Diaper 
Bank and mailing it to 201 N. Braddock Ave., Suite 124, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15208.  Please note our church name in the 
memo line.   

Remember to save coupons for disposable diapers that you 
collect but don’t use, and send to or drop off at the church 
office.  

 
BHCC Care List 

Rick Baumhammers, Jeff Carper  

Dennis Geis, Sr., Nancy Geis 

Jim McAnulty, Dan Zabo 
 

 Rick Miller, former member 
LuAnne Pattison, former member 

 
 
 

Special prayers for the 
family of Betty Mancini, 

long-time Bower Hill 
Church member, who 

passed away on 
Wednesday, April 22.  

BHCC Flea Market Info 

If you are still cleaning out closets, attics, etc., the 
collection for the flea market is ongoing.  Items can be 
dropped off Monday through Friday IN THE PORTICO 
(the area right outside the office).  Please call ahead to be 
sure that someone is in the office, since staff continues 
to intermittently work from home.   
 
If you are unable to arrange a time to drop off items 
while staff is there, contact Theresa Child to arrange to 
meet at the church or have items picked up from your 
home (you can even leave items on your porch).    
PLEASE do not include clothes or old TVs.  All items 
must be clean and in working condition.  Please contact 
Theresa Child at treetoowon@yahoo.com 

or at 412-429-9519 if you have any questions. 

LIGHTING THE STEEPLE 

The opportunity to light the steeple of 

Bower Hill Community Church 

continues to be successful.   Many have 

sponsored a night in honor of a person 

or a special occasion.  It has also been lit as a way 

to memorialize a special person who has passed 

away.  Notice of the lighting and the person, event, 

or date that it commemorates, will appear in the 

weekly bulletin.  The cost of this is $10 a day and 

can be sent directly to the church.   
 
Requests should include:  1) the date(s) you would 

like to sponsor;  2) the reason you want to sponsor 

(in honor, in memory, etc.);  3) the name of the 

person(s) or the event as you want it to appear in the 

bulletin;  4)  your name.  Email your request to:  

Amy Leasure at amlea97@hotmail.com. 
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE CAN BE 
MULTIPLE SPONSORS FOR THE SAME DATE. 

 
Dedications for May 2020 are as follows: 

 
May 7 

 
In memory of Tom Ireland, 

uncle to Jennifer Geis and husband, Jim 
 

May 10 
 

Happy Mother’s Day Joan McAnulty, 
from your family. 

 
May 17 - 23 

 
In memory of Susan Mancinelli,  

from Catherine Ventura 

mailto:shuff@excaliburdata.com
mailto:treetoowon@yahoo.com
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May 2 — Barbara Oram  

May 4 — Beth Robosky  

May 7 — Dave Green  

         Kristen Mackey 

May 9 — Avery Saba  

May 10 —Ben Boisvert        

      Lynn Foltz 

   Ben Hohlfelder        

May 11 —Anna Siefken  

May 12 —Cal McElroy  

May 13 —Connie May  

May 14 —Debbie Boisvert  

May 17 —Rick Baumhammers 

    Robert Olinger  

   Caroline Smith 

May 18 —Lindsay Cole  

 

May 19 —Abbey Marcovsky  

May 20 —Evelyn Lansbery        

      Abby Waine        

May 22 —Nancy Andrews  

  Jennifer Webler 

May 23 —Allison Bruder  

May 24 —Jackson Donahue 

May 26 —Dick Westerhoff  

May 28 —Sam Rothschild 

May 29 —Caroline Barone  

          Jacob Geis 

May 31 —Brad Young 

Please take a moment to read 

through the names, pray for 

them, and offer them your best 

wishes!  If your name is not 

listed, it is because the church 

office does not have your infor-

mation.  Please let us know at 

412-561-4114 or at of-

fice@bhccml.com. 

 
A Note from the IRU (Immigration, Refugee, Undocumented Persons)  

Discovery Team 
 
On Saturday, March 7, a group of Bower Hill members gathered to watch the film “The Genesis of Exodus.”  The 

film was created by the Presbyterian Church USA in cooperation with its mission workers on the ground in Central 

America.  It explores the big social, economic, and environmental factors that are driving people to risk everything 

in order to seek a better life in the US. 

Following the film, there was much discussion about how to proceed.  Realizing that it would require additional 

investigation, a small team was formed to research organizations and other area churches that are already addressing 

these issues and see which ones might match our interests. 

This group, led by Linda James and assisted by Betsy Hohlfelder, Darenda Lease, Sarah Neusius and Theresa Child, 

has been using Zoom meetings to meet during the Coronavirus Pandemic. 

Many members have expressed interest in exploring ways that Bower Hill can address issues faced by Immigrants, 

Refugees and Undocumented People.  Those who provided email addresses (either on the clipboards in the Narthex 

a few months ago, or at the film viewing on March 7) will be receiving emails from the IRU Discovery Team. 

If you are interested in the information that will be sent, but are unsure whether or not you’re on our current list, 

please contact Linda James, lindajames1624@comcast.net, so that you can be kept in the loop.   

 
The Mission Committee wants you to know 

what they have been doing on behalf of BHCC.   
 
• Sent $1,000 to SHIM 
 
• Sent $2,500 to Family Promise 
 
• $6,465 raised to date for COVID-19 relief.  

Thanks to all who have contributed.  

Additional donations are still welcomed.  

Please indicate COVID-19 Relief on the 

memo line of your check.  
  
• Assisted four of our church members to 

date.  If you need help in this time of the 

pandemic, contact Brian Snyder and your 

name will be kept confidential.  
 
• Our Haiti Team approved $1,000 last 

month to be sent to Haiti for help in dealing 

with the pandemic.  Hearts United in Haiti 

is paying someone to make masks.  They 

have been distributing them to local police, 

clinics, and people they know that are 

assisting others such as buying food.  They 

will probably ask for some additional 

money for some of our sites for food and 

medical supplies.   

Mission Committee News  

mailto:lindajames1624@comcast.net

