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~Longevity, Sincerity, and Bearded 
Hipsters~ 

“I, the Lord, do not change...”          ………….~Malachi 3:6 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 
 Longevity is a beautiful thing, and most people look for it.  Yes, yes, I know.  We Americans have a notorious 
craving for new things: a new car every five years, a new house, new clothing, and furniture, and gadgetry.  But take a 
closer look.  Even the trendiest of bearded hipsters has an innate respect for things that have stood the test of time, 
whether it's a colonial-style ale or a venerable old college with mock-English architecture and centuries-old renown.  
(Who wouldn't choose a degree from Carnegie Mellon over the same degree from The University of Phoenix?)  Before 
taking chances on an upstart law firm or catering company, people will typically look first to see if the well-established 
ones are doing anything relevant to their needs.  The Huffington Post cited a November 2010 study finding that people 
had a consistent preference for things that have been around longer.  For example, those who were told that acupuncture 
had been practiced for 2,500 years expressed more favorable attitudes toward it than those who were told that it had been 
practiced for 250 years.  Two groups of people were shown the same exact painting; some were told that it was created 
in 2005, and others were told 1905.  Those who believed the painting was older were more likely to find it beautiful.*  
Simply stated, people assume that longevity means goodness.   
 
 There's a reason Doogie Howser, MD, was funny.  Despite our culture's absurd bias against the elderly, we really 
do hold a “standard of longevity” for people, too.  Would you follow marriage advice from a newlywed, or from a 
spouse of sixty years?  Forty-five might be old for an athlete or entertainer, but if you're a doctor, or a politician, or a 
clergyperson, forty-five is just the dawn of your two best decades.  Crow's feet and hair loss add to your credibility.  
When I was in my mid-thirties, strangers used to look past me and ask, “Could I speak with the senior pastor?”  (I've al-
ways been the only pastor!)  I'm fortunate to be in a profession where age inspires confidence.     
 
 The appeal of longevity can work in a church's favor, too.  Yes, the media is constantly trumpeting the decline of 
traditional religious institutions.  I believe that some in our denomination secretly relish this decline because it allows 
them to say, “We told you so.  If you disagree with us about the Bible, and marriage, and sex, then you're bound to fail.”  
And yet, decline has overtaken evangelicals and biblical literalists, too, despite their emphasis on evangelism and prose-
lytizing. Even “Sister Act,” with her drums and electric guitars, has not proved to be a long-term solution for church de-
cline.  And yet, churchly longevity is still a powerful draw whenever a person goes looking for spiritual guidance and 
wisdom.  As long as that “longevity” doesn't look like an empty performance.       
 
 What people want in a spiritual path—and in a church—is the same thing they want in every other area of life: 
genuineness.  They want sincerity.  They don't necessarily want a seamlessly executed liturgy (though I do want that!) 
and they don't necessarily want a foot-tapping time. They want something that will sound an echo in their hearts and 
strum an old, familiar chord in their spirits.  They come to us seeking sincerity and...truth.  Longevity might be a draw, 
but it's not enough.  All of us crave genuine relationships, genuine sharing, genuine connections with other people and 
with God.   
 
 As the introspective season of Lent deepens around us, and as the glory of Easter draws near, with its joyful 
message of resurrection, I invite you to ponder these questions about our church, and also about your own life: In what 
ways does longevity work in our (or my) favor?  How does it work against us (or me)?  How do familiar old forms bring 
me (or us) into more genuine relationship with God and others?  How do they hinder?   

  
Lenten blessings to you in Christ, 

~Brian 
 

*www.huffingtonpost.com/heidi-grant-halvorson-phd/why-we-dont-like-change 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/heidi-grant-halvorson-phd/why-we-dont-like-change
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Adult Education 

March can be a challenging 
month, “roaring in like a li-
on” and making us wonder if 

spring will ever arrive. We have just the antidote to the 
blahs that will be stimulating and challenging and pro-
vide you with food for thought for the rest of the week. 
Adult Education meets in the Friendship Room from 
10:45 - 11:45 AM Sunday mornings following worship 
and a time for fellowship. Come join us! Elder Steve 
Boisvert is the Chair of Adult Education. 

 
March 1: BHCC's Mission Committee will screen 
Part Two of the film "A Place at the Table" which focus-
es on addressing the issue of hunger in America and how 
it can be eliminated. In conjunction with this presenta-
tion will be an opportunity for letter-writing on behalf of 
Bread for the World. 

 
 

 

March 8: BHCC member  Andrew Druckenbrod will 
present a spiritual and historical perspective on Handel's 
masterwork, The Messiah, which was originally written 
for Lent and Easter. 

 
March 15: The Rev. Dr . Br ian Snyder  will continue 
his series on spirituality and theology in our lives and the 
life of the church. 

 
March 22: Susan Har r ington, Education and Sup-
port Specialist at NAMI Southwestern PA, will discuss 
the many faces of mental illness and how it affects fami-
lies. 

 
March 29: Matt Boucher  from the Pittsburgh Veter-
ans Administration will discuss the VA's canine service 
animal program and how the VA is addressing recovery 
from combat-related mental health issues. 
 

__________________________________________ 

Sunday School Schedule 
 

Preschool- 4th grade will be dismissed after the children’s ser-
mon to their classes.  
Please meet your children in Fellowship Hall after worship 
for pick up. 

Preschool-2nd grade will meet in the  
Chapel & Room 207 

 
3rd and 4th Grade will meet in Room 203 

 
5th grade and up will remain in worship. This  
group will meet after Coffee Hour in the Chapel. 
Our prayer is that this group will establish a basis 

 for the return of Bower Hill’s Youth Group! 
 

Kids Care 
Children attending Kids Care in Room 110 during the 
Adult Education hour must be dropped off and picked 
up by an adult responsible for their care.  An adult’s sig-
nature is required for admittance to Kids Care.  Unat-
tended children will not be admitted. 

Important Dates 
 

Children’s Choir 
Children’s choir will meet in the music room at  
10:45 a.m. and be dismissed at 11:15 a.m.  Your  
child can be dropped off and picked up in the music 
room.  If you are attending Adult Education, please  
sign your child into Kids Care, and your child will be 
returned to Kids Care after choir.   
 
Miss Anne will be working with all children from Pre-
school through Grade 4 to sing during worship on Palm 
Sunday and Easter.   
 
A special Mother’s Day presentation is in the planning 
stages and will include participation from children of all 
ages.  Additional information will be mailed.   
 
Tweener Retreat! 
The Tweener Retreat at Crestfield Camp and Conference 
Center is scheduled for Friday/Saturday, April 24-25.   
Grades 4-6 are encouraged to sign up.  Registration 
forms can be found on the bulletin board across from the 
kitchen.  If you have any questions, please contact Marla 
at ma@bhccml.com or call 412-670-2313. 

Marla Kemmler  —  ma@bhccml.com 
 

Sunday:  9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 
Monday:  9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
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Day Camp—Quick Facts 
 
Date: Monday, July 13 – Friday, July 17 
Ages: Completed 1st Grade to completed 6th Grade 
Time: 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 (YES! Parents this is an ALL-DAY program!) 
Cost: $60 per child (only $12 per day!!) 
 
Camp will be limited to 30 campers. Be sure to invite 

your friends.  Spots will be filled on a first-come, first-
serve basis.  Don’t delay--reserve your spot today! 

 
Campers will experience traditional camp activities like 
archery, camp games, and maybe even a campfire! 
Along with Bible study, skits, and so much more!!!  
 

Junior Day Camp—Quick Facts 

 
Date: Monday, July 13– Friday, July 17 
Ages: 3years (diaper-free) to completed Kindergarten  
Time: 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
Cost: $15 per child  
 

Camp will be limited to 30 campers. Be sure to invite 
your friends. Spots will be filled on a first-come, first-

serve basis.  Don’t delay--reserve your spot today! 
 

Campers will experience Bible lessons, music, recrea-
tion, crafts, and snacks. 

 

 

Get ready to POWER UP into the all new  
Summer Day Camp experience with  

Bower Hill Community Church and Crestfield Camp. 
 

Power Up! Living in the Spirit is not just learning about - but more, learning how - 
how to live as a follower of Jesus Christ powered up by the Holy Spirit! 

How to reserve your spot 
 

1.  Complete registration form located on bulletin board across from the kitchen. 
2.  Attach check or money order payable to Bower Hill Community Church, “Power Up” in the memo line. 
3.  Return form and payment to Marla, church office or mail to Bower Hill Community Church, 70 Moffett Street, Pitts-

burgh, PA  15243, no later than April 5.  
4.  Sit back and relax. Your spot for Power Up has been secured. Marla will send out an information packet to you in 

early June.  
If you would like to attend camp but have a financial need, please contact Pastor Snyder or Marla at 412-561-4114. 

BHCC Mission and Outreach 

“Silent Giant” 
 

For well over 20 years, members of our church have been involved in a very meaningful, 
worthwhile outreach that is often in the background of all the mission projects that happen 
because of BHCC.   Each and every Sunday, a member(s) of our church drive to the Giant 
Eagle at Village Square in Bethel Park, load their vehicle with produce that Giant Eagle can-

not sell, and take it to Miryam’s House, a women’s shelter downtown on Fifth Ave.  We have delivered about 150 
TONS of produce to those in need over those 20+ years.  The present members are as follows:  Anne & Gordon 
Mitchell, Jill & Andy Hicks, Susan & Dave Hicks, Nancy & David Green and Sarah & Jim Cannon, who have 
been involved for some time.  We need to recruit new members, as the boxes are getting heavy.  We are fortunate 
to have the Jacobs, Leases, Hughes, Risings, Nina Helbling, Mary Good and Lynn Foltz now act as substitutes 
when needed,  but we are looking for more people to join the team affectionately known as the Green Grocers and 
assume a regular monthly Sunday delivery.  It takes about two hours one Sunday each month, and you need to 
have a station wagon, SUV or van , a strong back and the desire to help those less fortunate. If you do, please call 
Dave Hicks at 412-833-7753. 
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Communion Servers 
Tim & Darenda Lease, Steve & Debbie Boisvert 
 
Lectors 
March 1: Jason Rising 
March 8: Kirsten Bruder 
March 15: Keith Mason 
March 22: Ruth Robbins 
March 29: Cathy Morgan—(Palm Sunday) 
 
Acolytes  
March 1:  Avery Saba, Sydney Saba 
  Madelyn Salvante 
March 8:  Ellie Rising, Nate Rising 
March 15:  Leo Geis, Jacob Geis 
March 22:  Julian Salvante, Madelyn Salvante 
March 29:  Greta Snyder, Chloe Snyder,  
  Sage Williams 
 
Usher Captain:  Dick Headley 
 
Greeters 
March 1: Jim Corbett, Catherine Good,  
  Donna Williams 
March 8: Monette Shuttleworth, 
  TBD 
March 15: Graham & Carol Knox, 
   Lucille Heckman 
March 22: Steve & Debbie Boisvert,  
  Tiffany Marcovsky 
March 29: John Yohe, Phyllis Yohe,  
  Peter Morgan 
  
Coffee Hour 
March 1  Snyder Family 
March 8  Green Family 
March 15 Geis Family 
March 22 Lease Family 
March 29 Child Family 
 
Flower Deacons 
March 1  Josie Sheldon 
March 8  Kate Junker 
March 15 Maggie DeLair 
March 22 Anne Mitchell 
March 29 Joan Zakor 
  

 
Problems? Please call the office or call: 

Greeters/Ushers:  Jason Robosky 
Communion Servers: Jason Robosky / Josie Sheldon 

Acolytes: Jean Miewald 
Lectors: Joan Zakor 

Coffee Hour: Pat Jacobs 
Flower Deacon:  Darenda Lease 

March Worship Volunteers 
Evening Lenten Series:  

Life’s Nagging Questions 

Each Wednesday evening in Lent, you are 
invited to bring a brown-bag dinner and join us in the 
Friendship Room at 7:00 p.m. where Pastor Snyder will 
lead a simple worship service and a guided discussion of 
some of life’s persistent questions. 

  
Offerings and Topics are as follows: 

March 4:  Sadness 

March 11:  Violence 

March 18:  Purpose 

March 25:  Death 
 
Childcare is available by RESERVATION ONLY.  Please 
call the church office at 412-561-4114 to make your 
childcare reservation.  If no reservations are made each 
Monday by 2:00 p.m., childcare will not be provided.  
Pack-a-sack and bring your questions! 

March Worship Information 

March 1 
Second Sunday of Lent, Communion 

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 & Mark 8:31-38 
“Taking Up Your Cross” 

 
March 8 

Third Sunday of Lent 
John 3:14-21 & Numbers 21:4-9 
“Stop Looking at Snakes” 

 Rev. Tami Hooker—newest member of The Company of 
Pastors—will preach. 

 
March 15 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Ephesians 2:1-10 

“And You He Made Alive” 
 

March 22 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 & John 12:20-33 
“We Wish to See Jesus” 

 
March 29 

Palm Sunday ~ Passion Sunday 
Mark 14:1-15:47 
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Community Notes 
Want to be included on this page? Submissions are due the 15th of every month  

for the next month’s publication. 412-561-4114 or office@bhccml.com 

From the Nominating Committee 
As you participate in the life of Bower Hill Commu-
nity Church, think about those individuals, INCLUD-
ING YOURSELF, who would be ready, willing and 
able to provide energy and support while serving as 
an Elder on Session, a Deacon or member of the 
Nominating Committee. 
 
Nomination(s) can be submitted to the church office 
using the Nomination Form currently available in the 
Narthex, or by talking to one of the members of the 
committee.  This year’s committee members are as 
follows:  Theresa Child—Chair; Cynthia Gissin, 
Dave Hicks, Keith Mason, Chris Robbins, Donna 
Williams and Joan Zakor. 
 
As Chair, Theresa is also available to answer any 
questions by contacting her at 412-429-9519 or at 
treetoowon@yahoo.com.  
 
Not ready for Session or Deacons? Consider joining a 
committee.  In addition to contacting one of the Ses-
sion representatives for more information, specifics 
on the duties of each committee can be found on the 
church website, in the annual report or by contacting 
the church office. 
 
Distribution of Annual Report 
The office has sent an electronic copy of the 2014 
Annual Report to all members with an email address 
on file in the church office. Printed copies will be 
made available to members during office hours. If 
you are unable to pick up a copy, call 412-561-4114 
to request that it be mailed. 
 
Communication Committee Update 
The Communication Committee has been working on 
a redesigned web site for quite a while. The plan is to 
switch to the new web site in mid-March. The exact 
date will be communicated in the Sunday bulletins, 
and there will probably be a mass email from the of-
fice.  As with anything this size, there will probably 
be some typos or features that don’t work as they 
should. Please assist us by letting Glenn Child know 
of problems or suggestions. 

  

Sunday, March 1 
Soup at SHIM Center 
 
Sunday, March 15 
Bowling Event 

 
March 22-29 
Family Promise at BHCC 
 
Sunday, April 5 
Easter Egg Hunt 
 
Saturday, April 11 
BHCC Flea Market 
 
May 24-31 
Family Promise at BHCC 

Parish Life Events 
 

Bowling!  Join us at AMF Lanes in Mt. Lebanon on 
Sunday, March 15 from 5-7:00 p.m. for  an evening 
of bowling fun.  All are welcome!  Pizza and beverag-
es will be provided at a cost of $10 per person.  Please 
sign up on the bulletin board if you plan to attend 
since we must give the bowling alley a final count 
prior to the event.  AMF Lanes is located at 1601 
Washington Road.  Contact Sheri Geis with any ques-
tions.  We hope to see you there!! 
 
Easter Egg Hunt!  An egg hunt will be held on 
Easter Sunday, April 5, for all young children through 
2nd grade.  The 3rd & 4th graders will be asked to 
help the younger children in their search for the eggs, 
and the 5th & 6th graders will hide the eggs. 

Spring Flea Market Collection 
Start your Spring Cleaning early and bring in your dona-
tions for the Spring Flea Market. The date for the Spring 
Flea Market is April 11 and collection has officially be-
gun. Items can be dropped off Monday through Friday 
during office hours or Sunday before or after worship. If 
you are able, please take all items directly upstairs to the 
loft; otherwise leave items on the benches outside Fel-
lowship Hall. PLEASE Do Not Include Clothes. All 
items must be clean and in working condition.   
The collection deadline is Palm Sunday, March 27.  
We are hoping that 2015 will be another successful year.  
Thanks to your support, the Flea Market made over 
$6,500 from the proceeds of two flea markets in 2014.   

mailto:treetoowon@yahoo.com
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March 1 —  Jay Reisinger 
      Phil Johnson 
March 2 —  Dan Zabo 
March 5 —  Anna Mezyk 
March 6 —  Betty Jonosy 
March 11— Betty Mancini 
March 12— Megan Henney 
March 13— Ronald Linaburg 
March 14— Beth Ruh 
      Florence Spangenberg 
March 15— Patricia Hansen 
March 16— Lynne Wohleber 
March 18— Christopher Bruder 
      Cindy Waller 
March 18— Megan Gardner 

March 21— Lucille Heckman 
March 22— Kristin Kantner 
March 23— Alice Cantalupo 
March 25— Gavin Salvante 
      William Ewing 
March 26— Cynthia Gissin 
March 27— Bob Winnettt 
      Darenda Lease 
      Mike Riemer 
March 28— Gabriel Mezyk 
      Peter Morgan 
March 29— Donna Williams 
March 31— Judy Delestienne 

Please take a moment to read through the 
names, pray for them, and offer them your 

best wishes!  

If your name is not listed, it is because the 
church office does not have your infor-

mation. 

 
Easter daffodils may be purchased 

after worship on  
March 1, 8 and 15. 

 
The price is $8.00 per plant. 

 
They may be taken home following 

Easter Worship. 

Senior Men’s Group: Wednesdays 
Senior men’s breakfast will meet on Wed., March 4, 
and will continue to meet on first Wednesdays through 
April. The group convenes at 8:00 a.m. at Kings Res-
taurant on Rte. 50, Washington Pike, near the end of 
Greentree Road, in Scott. There is no agenda other than 
good fellowship and interesting conversation. No invi-
tation or reservation is needed. We meet in the room to 
the left of the cashier. Typically six to 10 men attend. 
Join us. 
 
Bookworms  
Bookworms is our ladies’ book discussion group.  
It meets on the third Tuesday of each month at  
7:30 p.m. in Room 103 for fellowship and discussion of 
a chosen title.  Everyone is welcome to read the book 
for the month and join the discussion.   

March 17:  All the Light We Can Not See by Anthony Doerr  
April 21:  Gray M ountain by John Grisham 

 
Produce to People 
Bower Hill Community Church has supported and par-
ticipated in Produce to People, a joint venture of the 
Pittsburgh Presbytery and Greater Pittsburgh Food 
Bank.  Several times during the year, members of Bow-
er Hill join with the Northside community, Food Bank 
and members of other Presbyterian congregations to 
distribute fresh produce and other nutritious food items 
to families and individuals at risk.  The next distribution 
is Saturday March 21, 8:30 a.m  to  
12:20 p.m.  If you are interested, please contact the 
church or Keith Mason at krmason057@gmail.com or 
412-344-1465. 
 
Help SHIM “Sack Hunger” 
You can still be a part of SHIM’s second year of this 
campaign to tackle hunger in the South Hills, which 
runs from now through March 15!  Did you know that 
SHIM food pantries served more than 800 families in 
2014?  These families are our neighbors and we are 
called to help them. 

Bibles in Need of a Good Home 
There are about 20 copies of Revised Stand-
ard Version Bibles, currently not being used 
in the Sanctuary, available to take home.  
The Worship and Music Committee is offer-

ing these Bibles to anyone in the congregation who would 
enjoy having one to use and enjoy in their home.  They are 
located in the Library, Room 101, across from the office 
and sitting on the windowsill. 
 
Church Closings / Cancellations Due to Weath-
er:  Any time a church event or worship service is can-
celed due to inclement weather, the cancellation is pub-
lished through WPXI.  The cancellation will be noted 
from 4:30 a.m. to 7:00 a.m. on Channel 11 Morning 
News.  It will also appear on Pittsburgh This Morning on 
PCNC between 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 a.m., as well as during 
NBC’s Today Show.  Or simply check the website: 
www.wpxi.com.  This website is the surest way to find out 
about a church event cancellation, since high demand oc-
casionally requires the TV station to limit its broadcasts to 
school cancellations.   
 
Food pantry collection 
The next collection date for Wallace Food Pantry is 

March 8.  The Pantry collects food items 
that they will need to provide supplies to all 
their client families.  The greatest needs at the 
food pantry right now are for canned tuna, 
canned fruit, and boxed cereals.  Of course, all 

non-perishable food items are always welcome! Your 
donations are appreciated. 

mailto:krmason057@gmail.com
http://www.wpxi.com


Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

Permit No. 2335 

Pittsburgh, PA 

 

Matt Dunfee, 966 Wor thington Woods Blvd, Wor thington, OH, 43085 

Betty Eisenbeis, Sunr ise of Upper  St. Clair , 500 Village Dr ., Rm. 325A, Pgh., PA 15241 

Ethel La Barbera, 50 Vanadium Road, #130, Bridgeville, PA 15017 

Alma Johnson, 13 Char les Street, Dravosburg, PA 15034 

Velma Noonan, 50 Vanadium Road, #1119, Br idgeville, PA 15017 

Pat Nuernberg, 619 Fr iendship Circle, Pittsburgh, PA 15241 

John Theilacker, 101 Manorview Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15220 

 
 
Sunday Transportation 

Need a ride to worship? The deacons would like to provide 
a ride to worship for members who need one.  If you find 
yourself in need of a ride, you may call your parish deacon 
prior to Sunday to arrange a ride. Not sure who to call? 
Contact the church office for assistance. 

 

Are you willing to give a ride? 
The deacons are compiling a list of people who might be willing to give 
rides to church. There are several people who do not drive who might come 
to church if they had a ride. If you would be willing to offer rides, please 
contact Kate Junker at:  
katejunker@aol.com.  

OUR CHURCH STAFF 

 

 Rev. Dr. Brian Snyder, Pastor 

br@bhccml.com 

 

Company of Pastors 

 Rev. Tami Hooker 

Rev. Dr. Betty Sykes 

Rev. Calvin C. Wilson 

 Rev. John Yohe 

 

Marla Kemmler, Director of Christian Education  

and Youth Programs 

ma@bhccml.com 

 

Anne Smith, Director of Music Ministries 

an@bhccml.com 

 

Dianne Scott, Financial Secretary 

di@bhccml.com 

 

Karen Reynolds, Church Secretary 

office@bhccml.com 

 

Jim Askins, Custodian 

 

 
THE CHURCH OFFICE 

[412] 561-4114 

Monday - Friday   9:00 a.m.— 2:30 p.m. 

Bower Hill Community Church 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

Please pray for Our Care List 

70 Moffett Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15243 

Phone: 412-561-4114 
Fax: 412-561-2252 

E-mail: office@bhccml.com 
www.bhccml.com 
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