
Bower Hill Community Church (Presbyterian USA) 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany ~ 29 January 2023 ~ Order for Worship 

 
Preparation for Worship: 

“Pride makes us artificial; humility makes us real. 
~Thomas Merton 

 
Prelude                       Glorificamus   John Redmond 
 
Choral Introit          This Is the Day                

 
Call to Worship: 
 Leader: God has told you, O mortal, what is right, 
  And what does the Lord require of you? 
 People: To do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with God.   

   
Prayer of Adoration 
Redeeming God, you come to us in Christ to rescue us from slavery and lead us out of captivity. Guide us by the wisdom 
of the cross, and show us how to live a life of justice, love, and blessedness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever.  Amen.   
           
*Hymn  643        Now Thank We All Our God  

1) Now thank we all our God with heart and hands and voices, 
who wondrous things hath done, in whom this world rejoices; 
who, from our mothers' arms, hath blessed us on our way 
with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 

2) O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us, 
with ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us; 
and keep us in God's grace, and guide us when perplexed, 
and free us from all ills in this world and the next. 

3) All praise and thanks to God, who reigns in highest heaven, 
to Father and to Son and Spirit now be given: 
the one eternal God, whom heaven and earth adore, 
the God who was, and is, and shall be evermore.         

           
Call to Prayer     
Let us confess our sins, for the Holy One delights in blessing anyone who seeks to walk with God.  
                                                                                        

Prayer of Confession: 
God, we have not done what is blameless and right, nor spoken truth from the heart with love.  We do not 
always keep your Word, and when we speak unwisely, our words and deeds cause pain.  Forgive us by 
the power of your mercy, that we might stand in the goodness of Christ and walk in the light of his love.  
Amen.  [Silent prayers] 

            
Words of Assurance  
Sisters and brothers, your sins are forgiven by the faith of Christ, who chose love over hatred and forgiveness over blame.  
Rejoice and be glad, for God’s mercy is great; Jesus brings healing, justice, and peace.  Amen.       
     
*Response: The Gloria Patri     

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost! 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 
*The Peace    

Leader:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
People:  And also with you. 
Leader:  Let us greet one another with the peace of Christ. 

 
Time with the Children       

Children 2nd grade and under are invited to come to the front steps for the children’s sermon. 
           

Prayer for Illumination  



Holy God, your blessings are abundant, and your wisdom exceeds our grasp. Fill us with your Spirit as we hear your word 
this day, that we may be justice-seekers and peacemakers, sharing your life among those who are forgotten, weak, or 
persecuted, and revealing to all your glory. Amen.   
 
First Scripture Reading   Micah 6:1-8 
 Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God.   
 
The Psalter: Hymn 419        Lord, Who May Dwell within Your House   Psalm 15 

1) Lord, who may dwell within your house or on your holy hill?  
Those who do good and speak the truth, whose lives are blameless still; 

2) Who have no guile upon their tongues nor harm their neighbor’s life,  
 But honor those who fear the Lord and turn away from strife; 
3) Who do no wrong, but keep their word seek no bribe or gain. 
 All those who do such things shall live and safe from harm remain.   
 
Second Scripture Reading     Matthew 5:1-12 
 
Gospel Response           Threefold Amen  
 
Sermon                  “Walk Humbly”                  Rev. Dr. Brian Snyder  
 
Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors, 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.   

 
Welcome and Next Steps 
 
Offering and Offertory Anthem           Nunc Dimittis    George Dyson, Alan Bullard 

 
*Response: The Doxology          Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                     Old Hundredth 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow!  Praise God all creatures here below!   
Praise God above, ye heavenly host!  Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost!  Amen. 

 
*Prayer of Dedication 
  
*Closing Hymn  739   O for a Closer Walk with God 

1) O for a closer walk with God, a calm and heavenly frame, 
a light to shine upon the road that leads me to the Lamb! 

2) Return, O holy Dove, return, sweet messenger of rest! 
I hate the sins that made thee mourn and drove thee from my breast. 

3) The dearest idol I have known, whate'er that idol be, 
help me to tear it from thy throne, and worship only thee. 

4) So shall my walk be close with God, calm and serene my frame; 
so purer light shall mark the road that leads me to the Lamb. 

 
*Charge and Benediction 
 
*Extroit       Sevenfold Amen        
 
Postlude                             Carillon    Louis Vierne  

Feel free to exit during the postlude, but please be mindful of those who wish to stay and listen. 
 

All music is used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-734828 
 

 


