
Bower Hill News               March  2022 

~New Things in Lent~ 

“And he was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan,  
and he was with the wild beasts, and the angels ministered to him.” 

~Mark 1:13 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 

The holy season of Lent is upon us once again.  Have you ever wondered why Ash Wednesday and Easter can’t 
just find a spot on the calendar and stick to it?  Lent is always forty days long, so with Easter falling on April 17, we get 
a pleasantly late Ash Wednesday on March 2.  I do love a late Easter—when all the wide world around takes part in 
proclaiming resurrection hope with tender buds and daffodils.  Back in Kane, one year, I led the annual Easter “sunrise 
service” beside a frozen pond in March, when winter had not yet even considered collecting its belongings and 
shuffling off.  It’s the only time in my career that I administered communion standing in the snow and wearing gloves.  
Easter is a “moveable feast” celebrated on the Sunday after the first full moon of spring, which is also known grandly as 
“The Paschal Full Moon.”  Unlike Christmas, Easter is based on the lunar cycles of the old Jewish calendar so that it 
always falls near Passover, which is the holiday that Jesus and his disciples were celebrating on the night of his arrest.  
There’s talk in the ecumenical community of all the churches just observing Easter on the third Sunday in April 
forevermore.  But can you imagine getting everyone to agree to that?  And yet, the ideal third Sunday of April is what 
we get this year.  In any case, let’s think about ways to observe a meaningful Lenten season. 

ASH WEDNESDAY is the solemn first day of the season, which we observe with a service of Holy 
Communion and ashes at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  This is a day dedicated to self-examination, reflection, and 
introspection.  It’s a good time to consider those things in our lives that we’re ready to change or let go.  Some people 
give up on some habitual indulgence, like caffeine, starting on Ash Wednesday.  I think it’s a better idea to give up the 
real stuff like gossip, negativity, judging, or single-use plastics. 

LENTFLIX will be our  Wednesday evening program this year .  Let me give a shout out to Deb Boisver t 
for coming up with the clever name!  Lentflix is a potluck and movie discussion group in Fellowship Hall.  Here’s how 
it will work: Every week in Lent except Holy Week you will be assigned a movie to watch.  These will not be religious 
movies; they will be mainstream or indie films that deal with moral and spiritual themes.  At least two of the five films 
will be kid-friendly.  All others will come with a guide for parents, telling them which segments to skip.  You will be 
sent links to places where you can find these films online, sometimes for a rental fee of about $4.  In some cases, I will 
show these movies in the Friendship Room on the Sunday afternoon prior to discussing them.  On Wednesday evenings 
we’ll gather for dinner at 6:30 p.m., and we will have a guided discussion about the film.  These dinners will be total 
potlucks—with emphasis on the “luck” part!  We have no one to set up, clean up, or make drinks, so bring simple 
foods to share, things that can be eaten with eco-friendly disposable tableware.  I’m thinking sandwiches, pizzas, 
salads—no boeuf bourguignon.  You might want to bring soft drinks, otherwise there will be lemonade and tap water.  
If you bring a dish, you will take it home to wash it.  We will eat whatever people bring and nothing more.  (We did this 
in Lent 2011, and one evening we got all desserts and one salad, so let’s avoid desserts.)  What if you didn’t watch the 
movie?  Come anyway!  A brief synopsis will be given.  What if you can’t bring a dish?  Come anyway!  This is as 
much about getting people together as it is about eating and discussing the film.  What if I have small children?  Come 
anyway!  They might or might not want to talk about the movies, but they’re welcome to eat and play in Fellowship 
Hall.  I reserve the right to talk about these movies in the sermons on the following Sundays. 

INTERFAITH PULPIT EXCHANGE: This is not a Lenten activity, but a heads-up.  Rabbi Aaron Meyer 
suggested that Bower Hill and Temple Emanuel do a pulpit exchange and attend each other’s services.  I will be 
preaching at Temple on Friday, May 6, at 7:00 p.m., and our members are encouraged to attend.  Rabbi Meyer will be 
preaching at Bower Hill on Sunday, May 8, and members of Temple are encouraged to be present.  In preparation for 
this event, we are asking our congregations to read two very short little books on the topic of Sabbath—one by a classic 
Jewish theologian and the other by the renowned Walter Brueggemann, a Christian theologian and professor at the 
Presbyterian seminary in Atlanta, whom many of us know from the Living the Questions DVDs.  The books are Walter 
Brueggemann’s Sabbath as Resistance and Abraham Joshua Heschel’s The Sabbath.  Again, they’re short, practically 
pamphlets.  I’m almost out of space!   

Enjoy a meaningful Lent!  Once again, daily devotional guides will be placed in the Narthex.  
 

  In Christ’s Peace, 
       ~Brian      
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March 2 

Ash Wednesday 

Service of Holy Communion & Ashes 

7:00 p.m. 
 

March 6 

1st Sunday in Lent - Communion 

Romans 10:8-13 

Luke 4:1-13 
 
 

March 13 

Second Sunday in Lent 

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 

Luke 13:31-35 

 

March 20 

Third Sunday in Lent 

Isaiah 55:1-9 

Luke 13:1-9 

 

March 27 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

2 Corinthians 5:16-21 

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

Lighting the Steeple -- Dedications for March are as follows: 
 

March 11 -- In memory of Betty B. Mancini on her  91st bir thday, by her  family, Ann 
Morrison and Bob Hendricks, Rick and Andrea Morrison. 
 
March 21 -- In memory of Lucille Heckman on her 95th birthday by her family. 
 
The opportunity to light the steeple of Bower Hill Community Church continues.  Many have 

sponsored a night in honor of a person or a special occasion.  It has also been lit as a way to 

memorialize a special person who has passed away.  Notice of the lighting and the person, event, or 

date that it commemorates, will appear in the weekly bulletin.  The cost of this is $10 a day and can 

be sent directly to the church.  (You will not be billed  for this.) 
 

Requests should include; the date(s) you would like to sponsor, the reason you want to sponsor (in 

honor, in memory, etc.), the name of the person(s) or the event as you want it to appear in the bulletin, and your name.  Email 

your request to:  Amy Leasure at amlea97@hotmail.com. MULTIPLE sponsors can share the SAME DATE. 

WORSHIP PLANS 

 

For information on BHCC's music department, please 
visit us at our newly designed website. Thank you!  

https://www.bowerhillchurch.org/getting-involved-
music   

LENTFLIX 

Wednesdays during Lent 

March 9, 16, 23, 30 

at 6:30 p.m. 

Bring a potluck to share and join 
us in Fellowship Hall to take part 
in a guided discussion about the 

role of faith in the film. 

All are welcome! 

https://www.bowerhillchurch.org/getting-involved-music
https://www.bowerhillchurch.org/getting-involved-music
https://www.bowerhillchurch.org/getting-involved-music
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Pastoral Ponderings from the PA     

The March weather prediction is part of the old adage that if the month comes in like a lion it will go out like 
a lamb.  So much of our news now seems to sensationalize the prediction of weather.  It is no longer just a 
prediction of temperature or if we will see the sun.  The report is now captioned, “The Severe Weather Team 
Report.”  In reality, it may be nice to know what to expect, but we really have no ability to change what 
occurs. 

 
In life we are told to plan for what is ahead.  The finance people have great formulas as to how we should 
prepare for retirement.  The pharmaceutical industry has all kind of drugs to prepare our bodies for longer 
life.  And before a trip, our mechanic will prepare our car for the road ahead. 

 
As people of faith we really need to reduce our anxiety about all the tomorrows that lay ahead of us.  The 
future is unknown and is beyond our control.  The absolute constant is that God is with us regardless of the 
events we experience.  We will never be beyond the love and care of our creator.  

      ~ Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure, Parish Associate  

 SENIOR MENS BREAKFAST 

 

Our next gathering will be on Tuesday, 

March 1, at 8:00 a.m.  The meeting location 

is the Denny's restaurant at 2180 Greentree 

Road, near Swallow Hill Road.  No 

reservation is required, and conversation is 

spontaneous. The regular meeting date will 

be the first Tuesday of each month.  All men are welcome. Any 

questions or comments, contact Glenn Child at  

gstchild@yahoo.com. 

BOOKWORMS 

The group continues to meet on fourth Tuesday  

of the month at 1:30 p.m. via ZOOM. 
 

March 22 -- The Personal Librarian 

  by Marie Benedict  and Victoria Murray. 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS / DONATION DEDICATIONS  

If you are interested in purchasing flowers or 

making a donation to the charity of your choice 

as a dedication in memory/honor of a loved 

one, please contact the church office to request 

a form or information.  At this time, the 

following Sunday dates are available: 

  March 6 , 27 

Western PA Diaper Bank  

Remember to save coupons for disposable 

diapers and feminine hygiene products 

that you collect.  You can drop them off 

at the church office during regular 

business hours OR send them with your 

weekly offering.   

 
Next Collection 

Sunday, March 13 
 

Unity Food Pantry will be needing 
items for Easter, including boxed 
dessert mixes (and icing, if cake mix 
is being donated) and boxed potato 
mixes (such as au gratin or scalloped 
potatoes).  They also need canned 
tuna, peanut butter, and canned soups. 

mailto:gstchild@yahoo.com
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Please plan to join us for Adult Education classes on Sunday mornings after Coffee Hour 
from 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  Although there is no Adult Education on 2/27 due to the 
semi-annual congregational meeting, we’ve planned interesting and informative sessions 
centered on learning about our neighbors throughout March. 
 
 March 6 - Sarah Neusius will help us learn a little more about our Muslim 
 neighbors by reviewing the second part of Neighbors:  Christian and Muslims 
 Building Community, written by Deanna Ferree Womack. 
 
 March 13 - Linda James will help us consider how we might work together with our                     
  Muslim neighbors by reviewing the third and final part of Neighbors:   Christian and   
 Muslims Building Community.    
           
 March 20 -  Deb Boisvert will present "Love People, Use Things" on how minimalism   
             can help free us to love others rather than things.   
 
 March 27 - Carolyn Sanford, Assistant Head of School for Development and Anthony                      
 Williams, Head of School at the Pittsburgh Neighborhood Academy, will talk about this school 
 that our Mission funds support each year.   
  

There will be more details in your Friday E-Blasts. You can join us in the Friendship Room or on Zoom. 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81146833934?pwd=N0R4U2FhaEY3K2pzdkRjQkJjeTNMQT09 
 
Meeting ID: 811 4683 3934 
 
 

        ~Sarah Neusius, Chair, Adult Education  
       

 

Sunday, March 13 

Don’t forget to turn 
your clocks forward! 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pnqJhQRkE5iCTs9zrSM7xqTNVpfocfYazb-5DMXzCuZaXPm-gu_rFI4gUR1KP1UR31-2FJRyxshnm6nB5jbXctAWIJmud2YwBO3fvD06kljNIkS7d8wXRZ29Ph8kFoXg-nSh3LGpCUS4EJJ77dSJVDqN26pTz6koEbAouuqBCFaZ3OJGWAdB1MqPhQ_zRyd22Ajr9QDDqA-4CBct2U2fADeMyDqlLXeB&c=


BOWER HILL NEWS PAGE 5 

From the Eco-Justice Team 

Earth Day this year falls on Good Friday, April 22. While churches 
will probably be too busy to celebrate it that weekend, other options 
are available. Check out https://pittsburghearthday.org or The Green 
Voice, https://pittsburghearthday.org/the-green-voice/. Last year, the 
Washington Post ran an interesting piece about churches sponsoring a 
reduced-plastic Lent, https://www.washingtonpost.com/
religion/2019/03/05/latest-lent-challenge-churches-give-up-plastic/.  

 

Of course, Earth Day is only a reminder of how God wants us to live every day. As spring arrives, we 
can all work to avoid poisons in our world and in our homes. The New York Times recently had an 
article titled “The Types of Plastics Families Should Avoid,” which are phthalates and bisphenols. Here 
are some simple ways to avoid them: 

 Prioritize fresh foods with little or no packaging, and bring your own bags. 

 Avoid heating plastics. 

 Use or give baby toys made of wood or silicone toys for babies young enough to put toys in their 
mouths. 

 Swap out vinyl products (shower curtains, place mats) for safer materials. 

 Avoid handling store receipts printed on thermal paper. 

 Use a vacuum cleaner with a HEPA filter. 

 

While Earth Day falls during a busy week in the Christian year, the EJT is hoping to sponsor a church-

wide event later in the year, with the Center for Creative Re-use. We are hoping for an outdoor, fun-

filled event for the whole family, so stay tuned! 

 

The Mission Committee has a fund called Mission Facilitation.  This 

provides funding for mission opportunities outside of our usual giving.   

In the middle of February, we learned that four families from Afghanistan 
had moved into the Carriage Park Apartments in Greentree and needed help 

with all those little things that make a kitchen work, and they needed them 

now.  By using the Mission Facilitation fund, we were able to supply two of 
the families with just about everything, besides appliances that they would 

need, from dish soap to wooden spoons, strainers, knives, and stockpots.  

Each family received four shopping bags of kitchen stuff to help them settle 
into their new homes.  Special thanks to Darenda Lease for being our 

shopper. 

https://pittsburghearthday.org
https://pittsburghearthday.org/the-green-voice/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/religion/2019/03/05/latest-lent-challenge-churches-give-up-plastic/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/religion/2019/03/05/latest-lent-challenge-churches-give-up-plastic/
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Upcoming Youth Events 

Sunday, Feb. 27 - 11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. Ice skating with Senior High Youth.  We’ll meet after 
church and head to South Park to ice skate.  Cost is $9 total ($6 admission and $3 skate rental).  I need to 
purchase tickets in advance, so be on the lookout for an RSVP. 

Sunday, Mar. 13 - 4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  Meal Prep for The Table at Hot Metal Bridge.  Meet in the 
kitchen to prepare and serve the meal for Bower Hill’s turn at The Table at Hot Metal Bridge.  I will 
order us pizza for dinner that night.  See article below for additional details.  

Tuesday, Mar. 15 - 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.  Serve meals at Hot Metal Bridge.  We need 2-4 youth and/

or adults to help serve a meal at the Hot Metal Bridge Faith Community on the Southside.   

 

 

Youth Group mission work at The Table at Hot Metal Bridge 

Continuing our year-long focus on hunger, the youth group will host Bower Hill’s meal at The Table at 
the Hot Metal Bridge Faith Community on the Southside in March.  We will meet in the evening on 
Sunday, March 13, to cook the meal,  including dessert.  We will cook pasta, marinara and meat sauce, 
fresh roasted veggies, and sheet-pan brownies.  We need one or two adults to assist in our kitchen to 
prepare the meal that night.  If you are interested, please let Amy know. 

Tuesday, March 15, we will go the Hot Metal Bridge Church on the Southside to help serve the meal.  
The meals are served on-site from 5:30-6:30 p.m.  Due to COVID, meals are served in to-go containers 
and delivered to customers waiting outside.  Check your email for additional details on how to participate 
in this service opportunity.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tackle Hunger Challenge Results 

Thank you to all who donated in support of the youth Tackle Hunger Project.  Many youth reached out 

for donations from neighbors, helped walk fliers around to the homes near the church, and even donated 
their own money.   Collectively, we raised $650 in cash for SHIM and collected 495 non-perishable food 

items!  Special thanks to Ruth Robbins for picking up items left by church neighbors and to Gordon and 

Anne Mitchell for delivering the food items to SHIM.   

Update from the Director of Education Ministries -- Amy Grella - 412-801-3723 
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Last Call for Spring Retreats for Youth 
 

We are hard at work planning Spring retreat options for our youth 
groups.  Before you decide if this opportunity is right for your child, 
please prayerfully consider why we retreat.    

 
WHY is it vitally important for kids to retreat?  Retreats allow kids 
to grow by taking them out of their norm and giving them a break from 
their day-to-day.  Kids unplug, breaking their dependence on technology.  They get to play outside and 
tune in with the natural world, instilling a deeper appreciation for the beauty of God’s creation.  Kids are 
given opportunities to make choices independent of parents and teachers, thus instilling important 
leadership skills for the future.  Kids are encouraged to try new things, even if they are a little nervous 
about them, and once they see their accomplishment, their self-esteem soars.  Sharing new experiences 
together as a group allows them to get to know each other better and in new and different ways, which 
makes lasting group memories.  Youth retreats are all about empowering young people to experience God 
together and helping them grow.   

 

But can we retreat safely right now with COVID?  We strongly believe that we can.  The planning 
team has thought long and hard about how to do these retreats safely in the midst of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Requiring students to mask, given the duration of the retreat, the number of meals that will be 
shared, and the very nature of sleeping quarters is not feasible. Therefore, we are asking everyone to 
complete a home rapid COVID-19 test before leaving (and by everyone, we mean everyone). While rapid 
tests are not perfect, they will help us minimize the risk of COVID-19 transmission during the retreat.  All 
attendees will provide proof of a rapid test from the day of departure BEFORE we depart.  Registration 
ends on February 28. 

 

March 5-6 - Tweener Retreat at Camp Crestfield 

We are thrilled to get back on campus at Crestfield for a fun-filled overnight, specifically designed 
for students in grades 3 - 6.  The Next Generation Team of the Pittsburgh Presbytery is running this 
shortened retreat, with Crestfield hosting youth from churches across the region.   We will leave 
early on Saturday morning and return by lunchtime on Sunday.  Right now, we have seven youth 
registered for this event… don’t miss out! 

 

March 18-20 - Spring Retreat at Camp Ligonier  

Don’t miss out this time… we will return to Camp Ligonier for a weekend retreat open to all 
middle school and high school students in grades 6 -12.  We will partner again with area youth from 
the six 319 / North Hills churches.  We will help with an on-site work/service project on Saturday 
morning in exchange for (free) use of their adventure equipment in the afternoon.      
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Rev. Dr. Brian Snyder, Pastor 

br@bhccml.com 
 

Parish Associate 

Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure 

fr@bhccml.com 
 

Company of Pastors 

Rev. Phil Jamison 

Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure 

Rev. Dr. Betty Sykes 

 

Amy Grella 

Director of Education Ministries 

am@bhccml.com 
 

Anne Smith 

Director of Music Ministries 

an@bhccml.com 
 

Philip Engel, Financial Secretary 

pe@bhccml.com 
 

Kim Digman, Office Administrator 

office@bhccml.com 

 
THE CHURCH OFFICE 

70 Moffett St., Pittsburgh. PA  15243 

(412) 561-4114 

office@bhccml.com 

Monday - Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
 

www.BowerHillChurch.org 

  

THE BIRTHDAY BLESSING:  

Please take a moment to read through the names, pray for them, and offer 
them your best wishes!  

Have we missed YOUR birthday?  If your name is not listed, it is because 
the church office does not have your information. Please call the office 
administrator at 412-561-4114 with updated information. 

March 1: Philip Johnson 
  Jay Reisinger 
 
March 5: Daniel Boisvert 
  Anna Mezyk 
 
March 7: Deborah Carter 
  Leo Goode 
  Brielle Gray 
 
March 12: Megan Henney 
  Addie Ivey 
 
March 13: Ronald Linaburg 
 
March 14: Beth Ruh 
  Florence Spangenberg 
 
March 16: Lynne Wohleber 

 
March 18: Christopher Bruder 
  Megan Gardner 
  Cindy Waller 
 
March 25: William Ewing 
  Gavin Salvante 
 
March 26: Cynthia Gissin 
 
March 27: Matt Belardi 
  Darenda Lease 
  Mike Riemer 
  Bob Winnett 
 
March 28: Gabriel Mezyk 
  Peter Morgan 
 
March 29: Donna Williams 
 
March 30: Jody Nagel 
 
March 31: Judy Delestienne
  

Please pray for Our 

Care List 
 

Bower Hill Church Members 

Joan Bridges, Jeff Carper 

Jean Dunfee,  Georgia Gallo 

Barbara Oram, Dottie Post 

 Donna Williams 


