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~ Sanctuary ~ 
“How lovely is thy dwelling place, O Lord of Hosts!  My soul longs, 

yea, faints for the courts of the Lord…Even the sparrow finds a home, 
and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young, at thy 

altars, O Lord of Hosts...” 

 
Dear Members and Friends, 
 
 In the hilly farmland just east of Canton, you’ll find the ambitiously-named hamlet of Paris, Ohio.  Unlike 

its namesake, but much like other towns around there, it consists of a single Protestant church, in the white 

clapboard style, and about two dozen fine old houses in varying states of upkeep and neglect.  That’s how I 

remember the place…though I haven’t laid eyes on it since the 1980s.  On a tree-lined lane amid the fields 

near Paris, there’s a one-room schoolhouse of dignified brick.  Unless you were a real antique dealer, you 

might think the place was as old as the community, but it’s not.  The school is attached to the home of a 

retired teacher and school principal who had it constructed as a place to tutor local children with learning 

disabilities.  Wander about inside, and you’ll find all the trappings of education in early America: the 

potbellied stove, the large blackboard, the slates, the desks with cast iron legs and little divots for inkpots.  

This elderly lady used to tutor one of my brothers, and she hired me during my junior and senior years of high 

school to do odd jobs around her place.  Thelma Powell was one of the most down-to-earth, least sentimental 

people I knew.  But in retirement, in a stroke of wild eccentricity, she had this little school built onto the side 

of her home.  It was her happy place, her sanctuary, a shrine to the all things in life that she loved.  That’s how 

much she loved education and all its accessories.   

 

 I’ve often threatened Michelle that, in my retirement, I’m going to “pull a Thelma” and have a little 

church built onto the side of our house.  Used pews are easy to find…and plenty cheap.  Churches are giving 

away old hymnals.  All in all, it should be a whole lot cheaper to arrange than a one-room schoolhouse.  

That’s how oriented my life has been around church, so much so that I’ve wondered—until the pandemic—

how I would function in a world where I could sleep till 7:00 a.m. on a Sunday morning.  (I’ve adapted 

surprisingly fast.)  Like Thelma, I have the happiness of loving what I do in life and identifying so strongly 

with it that I will miss its atmosphere when I retire.  A retired attorney might construct a courtroom.  An auto 

mechanic could build a garage, and so on.  Perhaps you, too, know such a joy?  What would you build?  There 

are environments where we’re just at ease, settings where we are most fully ourselves.  And they may have 

nothing to do with our careers.   

 

 Sanctuary.  Where’s your sanctuary?  In these times of pandemic, perhaps you (like me) have been denied 

access to some of the activities and the places that serve as sanctuary to your spirit.  But the best places in our 

lives will leave bits of their power and their beauty inside of us, and they will sustain us even when we must 

be absent.  I admit that the church can feel ghostly in your absence.  (For a vivid story about that, Google 

“Rev. Densham, Warleggan.”)  But ancient Judaism even survived the destruction of its beloved temple 

exactly because the faith was written as much in people’s hearts as on their landscapes.  Whether in body or in 

spirit, let’s linger today in the places that make us who we are.  Seek their old, old sanctuary for your spirit.  

Allow their strength to make us strong.  We look forward to seeing all of you again here.   

 

In Christ’s Peace, 
 

~Brian  

~Psalm 84:1-3 
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Session Report for Opening the Church 
 
Session met on Monday, June 15, for a special meeting to consider the church reopening report of the 

BHCC task force.  The following is a summary of their  actions:  

They affirmed all the precautionary measures recommended by the task force for the opening of the building.  

 Limited doors available for entrance and exit 

 Empty pew racks 

 Social distancing and face masks required 

 No choir or vocal music 

 No nursery or children’s worship 

 No coffee hour or second-hour activities 

 No children except those remaining with parents throughout the service 

 Worship bulletins printed at home and brought to service 

2) They added the request that individuals bring bottled water with them to the service to prevent  dehydration 

that may occur when wearing a mask. 
 
3) They also recommended that a plexiglass shield be placed in front of the pulpit. 

4) They decided that in light of the heat of summer and the inability to use fans in the sanctuary, the first 

worship service should not occur until after September 1. 
 
5) By consensus, they agreed that there should not be any use of the church lawn or parking lot by any group 

until after the building has been opened for worship. 
 
Any of these decisions could be reconsidered at subsequent meetings of session. 

As new information is available, and as the date of September 1 approaches, the task force will reconvene. 

 

 

 

 

July 5:  14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Communion 

Rev. Fred Leasure is preaching. 

 

July 12:  15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Rev. Fred Leasure is preaching. 

 

July 19:  16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Genesis 28:10-19a; Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

 

July 26:  17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52; Romans 8:26-39 

WORSHIP PLANS 

MANY THANKS to the 

members of the Worship 

and Music Committee, 

Gordon and Anne 

Mitchell, Glenn and Sally 

Child and Donna 

Williams, for collecting, sorting, and packing 

the hymnals, Bibles, and informational 

materials from the sanctuary pews.  This effort 

is part of the ongoing COVID 19 mitigation 

plan for Bower Hill.  The team accomplished 

this task in a record-setting 45 minutes!   

The Committee would also like to thank Two 

Men and a Truck for  their  generous 

contribution of storage boxes. 
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Director of Christian Education and Youth Programs  --  Amy Grella — am@bhccml.com 

Love is (Still) the Answer 

I must confess that I have never been a regular news watcher.  I like to keep myself informed just enough to be 
aware of topics that may surface in conversations.  There have been so many events that have rocked our nation in 
the last month--from the horror of the George Floyd murder, to the outcry for social justice and reform, to states re-
opening, all while tracking the pandemic that continues to claim lives every day.  Even the small amount of time I 
dedicate to the news has left me feeling depleted.  Then the lyrics from “Love is Still The Answer,” a song by Jason 
Mraz, reminds me of a simple truth:   

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus also lived in tumultuous times and faced challenging questions.  In Matthew’s Gospel account, the disciple 
records one such occasion:  “Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together.  One of 
them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question:  ‘Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the 
Law?’  Jesus replied:  ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 
This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it:  Love your neighbor as yourself.  All the 
Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.’” (Matthew 22:34-40, NIV)  

Jesus summarized all the commandments in just two statements: love God and love others.  How much better 
would our world be if we simplified our approach and truly LIVED these statements?  With every news story we 
hear, decision we face, need we pursue, or conversation we have, may our lives demonstrate a commitment to love 
God supremely and love others selflessly.  
 
 
Coming Soon:  Backyard Mini-Camps 

The CE Committee is working on plans to mobilize a shorter format of our day 

camp / junior day camp.  The idea is to have church families host a small gathering 

of kids (your own “tribe” you may now be allowing your children to play with) in 
your very own backyard.  The one-time meetup would be set based on the age of 

participants  but would not exceed 1-2 hours.  We will come to you with a set 

program to include   a Bible topic or lesson, craft, and response time activities.  Our 

thinking is that by having families control the location and the attendees, it may 

increase the comfort level in participating.  More details will be shared via email to 

families in the weeks to come. 
 
 
Summer Storytime 

During the summer months, we continue to share children’s stories read by congregation members.  This has been a 

nice change for kids to hear and see familiar faces from our congregation!  If you are interested in helping out, 

please sign your name and provide your contact info on the document link here.  Amy will contact you to 

coordinate the details.  The best thing about being digital is that these recordings can be done at any time and 
released as needed.  So while the link has dates listed to help us coordinate the content releases, it doesn’t 

necessarily need to be recorded that week. 
 
You can now find all previous Children’s Worship videos and files on the church website.  Save this link so you 
can get to it easily.  Files are added each week, so check back often for the newest content.  https://

www.bowerhillchurch.org/worship/worship-childrens-education/ 

The question is why, why are we here? 

To say our hello's and goodbye's and then 

disappear. 

This beautiful life, what is it for? 

To learn how to master peace or master war. 

There's only one answer that matters, 

Even if your heart has been shattered, 

Whatever you want, whatever you are after, 

Love is still the answer, 

Love is still the answer. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1u9PP6GB9zAW9OzU1_NFSbJKJ_6dDYxUDmeZ27JS_zVM/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.bowerhillchurch.org/worship/worship-childrens-education/
https://www.bowerhillchurch.org/worship/worship-childrens-education/
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PEACE? 
 

 What is peace?  Often, we think of it as the absence of war, but that is much too 
 simplistic an understanding.  We glibly affirm it in the Christmas phrase, “peace on 
 earth, goodwill to men.”  Jesus speaks of it as something he alone can give.  And when 
 he does give it, he affirms that his peace is different from the peace the world 
 understands. 
 
 Given the events of recent months, many of us are seeking what we would characterize 
 as Peace.  Healthcare providers are hoping the number of cases of the virus will 
 decline.  Parents are hoping children can again gather with friends to play.  Most of us 
 are seeking what we previously called Normal. 

 
In spite of the manner in which our lives have been disturbed and our routines upset, we ultimately will achieve 
a sense of quiet that might even be called “peace.”  However, for so many in this country, they have not known 
peace in their lives for some time.  Their neighborhood has been a place of fear.  Their economic circumstances 
have not provided any sense of calm.  They are crying out to be able to know that sense of peace that has been 
promised for so long. 
 
May we as the community of faith daily pray that the peace we take for granted may become more universal 
and that the peace which only Christ can give may dwell in hearts across our land.  
 
                  ~Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure, Parish Associate  

Coffee and Tea - We Now Deliver! 
 
Do you miss your Equal Exchange coffee and tea fix?  COVID-19 has made it 
impossible to pick up your favorite coffee or tea before or after worship, but we now 
have a solution for you.  Equal Exchange is located in Massachusetts, an area harder 
hit by COVID-19 than Western PA.  Up until now ,they have been unable to 
guarantee timely delivery due to reduced staffing and delivery backups.  This is 
easing up and deliveries are now taking less than a week.  Therefore, BHCC will be 
placing orders for anyone who is able to order a case (six bags of coffee or six boxes 
of tea) if we can get at least two coffee or four tea cases (or an equal combination). 
 
Coffees include: Cafe Salvador, French Roast (beans or drip), Hazelnut, Cozy Cup 
Decaf, and Breakfast Blend (beans or drip). 
Teas include: Green, Earl Grey, English Breakfast, and Chai 
 
Coffee is $40.00 and teas are $20.00. Each case contains six of the same item. 
 
When the order from the email blast was placed, we were told with heartfelt thanks that right now churches are 
the ones supporting the farmers. In addition, Equal Exchange has made it known that any of our members who 
make it to West Bridgewater, Massachusetts after this challenging time has passed are invited to tour the 
roasting facilities and share a cup or coffee or tea with the staff. The support BHCC has provided over these 
last 15+ years is most appreciated, especially during these challenging times. 
 
If you are interested, please email Steve Boisvert (sdboisvert@gmail.com). Please indicate where you would 
like to have your case(s) delivered. The goal is to provide contactless delivery to your home. As soon as the 
order arrives, you will receive an email letting you know when your case(s) will be delivered. 
 
While we can’t be together yet, we can continue to support Equal Exchange and the small farmers of the co-op. 

 

mailto:sdboisvert@gmail.com
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BHCC Care List 

Jeff Carper, Dennis Geis, Sr., Nancy Geis 

Mary Gorski, Jim McAnulty 
 

Rick Miller and LuAnne Pattison, former  members 

 
On behalf of the Child family (Sally, 

Glenn, Theresa, Cary, Jamie and 

Coleman), I would like to offer our 

sincere appreciation for the many emails, 

phone calls and cards sent to console and 

comfort us at the passing of my dad, Paul 

Kalal, at the age of 99 on May 27.  We 

feel blessed to be part of such a loving 

and caring church family.  We believe 

we experience God’s presence in our lives as the kindness 

offered by others, and we thank you for being the evidence 

of God’s presence in our lives at this time. 

Sincerely and in Christ’s love, 

Sally Child 

 
 

Help for Our Immigrant Neighbors  
 
Our immigrant neighbors living in Beechview, and serviced by Casa San Jose, have been unable to receive help 
from the government.  They have been able to get boxes of food, but no diapers, baby wipes, or cleaning supplies.   
 
Did you know that a baby can go through 2,200 diapers their first year?  
 
During the month of July, we will be collecting diapers (sizes 3, 4, 5, or 6), baby wipes and cleaning supplies for 
them.  You can drop off your donations outside the office (making sure that someone is in the office) or you can 
drop them off upstairs near Fellowship Hall on Saturdays when Theresa Child is working on flea market collection.  
 
For monetary donations, please make your check payable to BHCC and reference "Diaper Drive" on memo line.  
 
Whatever you are able to contribute will be appreciated.  

Mission Committee News  

Virtual Coffee Hours 

Communion Sundays in July and August 

If you are missing the 

fellowship of in-person 

services and coffee hour,  

join us for Virtual Coffee 

Hour on July 5 and August 2 

at 10:45 a.m. 
 

These coffee hours will be simple fellowship.   

If attendance is low, we can chat together as one 
group.  If the group gets large, break-out rooms 

for smaller groups can be created to have more 

opportunities for conversation. 
 
Look for the link to the Zoom meeting to go out 

in a mass email the week before Communion 

Sunday and in the Weekly Announcements and 

Information e-mail blast from the office. 

If you aren’t familiar with Zoom, contact me, 
Theresa Child at treetoowon@yahoo.com, and I 

can assist!! 
 
Hope to see you on Zoom! 

Technical Difficulties? 
 
Have you had any issues with watching the 

online worship service or are you uncertain 

about how to join a Zoom meeting to 

participate in fellowship opportunities?  Please 

contact Glenn Child at gstchild@yahoo.com or 

Theresa Child at treetoowon@yahoo.com.  No 

promises that we can help, but we can promise 

to try our best!! 

 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Brian Snyder, Pastor 

 

Parish Associate 

Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure 

 

Company of Pastors 

 Rev. Tami Hooker 

Rev. Phil Jamison 

Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure 

Rev. Dr. Betty Sykes 

 

Amy Grella 

Director of Christian Education  

and Youth Programs 

 

 

Anne Smith 

Director of Music Ministries 
 

Philip Engel, Financial Secretary 
 

Karen Reynolds 

Office Administrator 

 

THE CHURCH OFFICE 

[412] 561-4114 

office@bhccml.com 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 a.m.— 2:30 p.m. 

www.BowerHillChurch.org 

BHCC Information 

mailto:treetoowon@yahoo.com
mailto:gstchild@yahoo.com
mailto:treetoowon@yahoo.com
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In this pandemic summer, knowing that outdoor interaction is far safer than indoor makes gathering outdoors 

even more attractive than usual.  A smooth, perfect lawn sure seems tempting!  However, the environmental cost 

of a typical suburban lawn can be steep. 

 

The Great Healthy Yard project is an affiliate of the Lady Bird Johnson Wildlife Foundation at the University of 

Texas.  Their goal is to get homeowners to sign a pledge promising to avoid using synthetic fertilizers, 

pesticides, and weedkillers, and not to throw chemicals or pharmaceuticals down drains or toilets.  Their 

website, http://tghyp.com/468-revision-v1/, lists some ways these items can disrupt hormones and DNA, 

causing possible severe results.  The idea is to be outside for better health, not exposure to toxins! 

 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service issues a Homeowner’s Guide to protecting frogs, tadpoles, and other 

amphibians, with a special section on lawn care.  Their website, https://www.fws.gov/home/feature/2008/Frog/

FrogPages/YourHelp.html, lists simple ways to keep your lawn healthy for living things.  These include using 

organic fertilizer, compost, and leaving grass clippings to act as fertilizer.  Various ways of reducing pesticide 

use include reducing standing water, keeping wood piles away from the house, and planting natural pesticides 

such as lemon balm. 

  

Unlike many popular brands of liquid fertilizers which green up your grass in as few as 24 hours while killing 

microorganisms in the soil as well are poisoning beneficial insects and pollinators, organic lawn care requires 

time and some more effort, but builds healthy soil necessary for a healthy lawn by supporting the 

microorganisms that act to feed grass.  It won’t eliminate all of the “weeds,” but it will still be a lawn on which 

you can have children and pets play safely and not contribute to polluting runoff into the streams and waterways 

that lace our area.  

  

Some ways to begin the transition to an organic lawn follow, and we’ll add more as the summer progresses into 

fall.  First, don’t cut your grass too short.  The best height is 2 – 3.75 inches to produce a more drought-resistant 

lawn and to reduce weed seed germination.  Also “sweeten” your soil naturally with pelletized lime, which 

breaks down gradually and provides long-term benefits.  Grass prefers a sweeter soil than weeds, which tend to 

like more acidic soil.  Gypsum, over time, breaks down our heavy clay soil so grass can establish stronger roots. 

If you compost at home, you can spread it on your grass in the spring or fall.  Compost tea (https://

www.diynetwork.com/how-to/outdoors/gardening/how-to-make-compost-tea) can be applied any time.  If you 

don’t have your own compost, you can purchase bagged compost at many home improvement stores (or 

Rolliers).  Blood meal can give your lawn a nitrogen 

boost, which will help green up your grass (just not 

in 24 hours). 

 

This newsletter has included other recommendations 

in the past.  Rain gardens are an excellent way of 

discouraging mosquitoes.  Other natural pest controls 

include nasturtium, marigold, and sweet alyssum. 

Finally, learn to adjust your definition of perfection. 

Three months of sheltering in place have taught us a 

lot about what is important.  Watching children and 

pets frolicking on an expanse of green is priceless, 

and they don’t care if it’s more clover than bluegrass. 

And what florist can beat a fistful of limp 

dandelions? 

Eco-Justice Team News 

http://tghyp.com/468-revision-v1/
http://tghyp.com/468-revision-v1/
https://www.fws.gov/home/feature/2008/Frog/FrogPages/YourHelp.html
https://www.fws.gov/home/feature/2008/Frog/FrogPages/YourHelp.html
https://www.fws.gov/home/feature/2008/Frog/FrogPages/YourHelp.html
https://www.diynetwork.com/how-to/outdoors/gardening/how-to-make-compost-tea
https://www.diynetwork.com/how-to/outdoors/gardening/how-to-make-compost-tea


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
July 1: D.J. Geis, Jr. 

  Katie Krol 

  Mary Laufer 

  Benjamin Robosky 
 
July 2: Craig Frock 
 
July 4:  Glenn Child 

  Jennifer Gardner 

  Brian Harman 
 

 
July 5:  Henry Carter 
 
July 11: Jeremiah Wagner 
 
July 12: Scott Bruce 

  Holly Smith 
 
July 13: Debbie Seifert 

  Carolyn Westerhoff 
 
July 16: Alison Shwallon 

  Andrew Shwallon 

  Ella Siefken 
 
July 18:  Ray Henney, III 
 
July 19:  Adaline Gray 

  Ruby Siefken 
 
July 20:  Linda Johnson 

  Kristoffer Lansbery 

  Matthew Linaburg 
 
July 22: Mandy Belardi 

 
July 24: Wyatt Gray 

  Dave May 

  Phyllis Yohe 

July 27: Preston Harness 
 
July 29: Karen Cooper 

 Matthew Dunfee 

 Jennifer Foster 

 Dawn Kane 

 Elaine Mackey 

 Ruth Robbins 
 

July 30: Jim Burke 
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Please take a moment to read 

through the names, pray for them, 

and offer them your best wishes!  

If your name is not listed, it is 

because the church office does not 

have your information.  Please let 

us know at 412-561-4114 or at 

office@bhccml.com. 

 

LIGHTING THE STEEPLE 

The opportunity to light the steeple of Bower Hill Community Church continues to be successful.   

Many have sponsored a night in honor of a person or a special occasion.  It has also been lit as a way 

to memorialize a special person who has passed away.  Notice of the lighting and the person, event, 

or date that it commemorates, will appear in the weekly bulletin.  The cost of this is $10 a day and 

can be sent directly to the church.   
 
Requests should include:  1) the date(s) you would like to sponsor;  2) the reason you want to 

sponsor (in honor, in memory, etc.);  3) the name of the person(s) or the event as you want it to 

appear in the bulletin;  4)  your name.  Email your request to:  Amy Leasure at amlea97@hotmail.com. 

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE CAN BE MULTIPLE SPONSORS FOR THE SAME DATE. 
 

Upcoming dedication is as follows: 
 

July 5 
 

In celebration of brother, Maj. Richard S. Murray, USAF, ret., 
given by Betty Sykes 

The church office will be closed on Friday, July 3, in celebration of the Fourth of July holiday. 


