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~A Dog Named ‘Lucky’~  

“Grant me daily the grace of gratitude, to be thankful for all my many gifts, and so be freed from  
artificial needs, that I might lead a joyful, simple life.” 

~Edward Hays 

 
Dear Members and Friends, 
 
 An advertisement was run on Craigslist. “Lost dog, unknown breed: brown fur, much fur missing due to mange; 
blind in one eye; hard of hearing; limps from being hit by a car; missing a few teeth; stubby-tail due to chainsaw acci-
dent; slow-moving and arthritic.  Answers to the name ‘Lucky’.”  Personally, I’m not a big believer in luck, which is just 
another name for the old Roman goddess, Fortuna. But, for lack of a more descriptive word, wouldn’t you count yourself 
a “lucky” dog if somebody cared enough to seek you out when you went missing?  That mangy, half blind, arthritic old 
dog is lucky because someone loves him enough to go searching for him when he’s lost.  Despite all his disadvantages—
maybe in part because of them—someone worries about his safety and longs for his return. 
 
 But that's how affection works.  Like you, I'm sometimes tempted to dwell on my shortcomings, which admit-
tedly are about as numerous as Lucky's.  Of course, it's not my physical imperfections that concern me—though I foresee 
some difficulty in making the impending transition to bifocals.  Unless we're incurably vain, it's typically the less visible 
flaws that trouble us.  But don't you think that love shines all the brighter when its rays penetrate the clouds of our per-
sonal failings and defects?  The less perfect we are, the more grateful we come to feel for being accepted, and loved, and 
known.  A traditional Scottish prayer of thanksgiving says this: 
 
 I give thanks that I have risen again today and to the Great Rising of Life Itself. As the sun brightens up the sky 
and earth, may my soul be bright with gratitude for all the good things in my life.  May I be generous in sharing these 
with others.  I give thanks that I have risen again today and to the Great Rising of Life Itself.  As the trees, rivers, ani-
mals and everything sing their songs of life, may my soul sing the song of my heart. May I sing gladly whether in joy or 
in sorrow,  and may it  help me find humor and laughter in the day. I give thanks that I have risen again today and to the 
Great Rising of Life itself. As the sun crosses the sky to where it will set in the west, may my soul proceed on its journey 
through life.  May I keep the vision of my life ever before me and may I have faith that my life has meaning.  I give 
thanks that I have risen again today and to  the Great Rising of Life Itself.  As everything in nature strives to live and 
survive, may my soul be strong in its struggles.  May I meet adversity with courage and hope.  I give thanks that I have 
risen again today and to the Great Rising of Life Itself.  As the earth spreads out from me to the horizon, may my soul 
expand to embrace it.  May I speak the truth of the land and take responsibility for my life. 
 
 Gratitude is surely the heart of faith.  Of course, Lucky doesn’t even know how lucky he really is.  He just goes 
limping through life, licking the hands of those who are kind to him.  Maybe, in this season of Thanksgiving, we could 
learn a lesson from that? 

 
 

Christ's Peace, 
~Brian 



Food Drive: Second Sunday Each Month 
Wallace Food Pantry collects food items that 
they will need to provide supplies to all their 
client families.  The primary need is for “hearty” 
complete meals and sides, such as chunky soups, 
tuna and “helper” mixes and boxed staples like 
potatoes. Basics like dry cereal, canned tuna, and 
soups are appreciated. 
 

 
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 
For forty-seven years, the Presbyterian, Lutheran, Catholic and 

Reform Jewish congregations along Bower 
Hill Road have come together to worship 
and offer prayers of gratitude on the Tues-
day before Thanksgiving.  In these days 
when divisions run so deep in the human 
family, it is especially important for people 
of various faith traditions to come together 

in prayer and fellowship.  Please plan to take part in the 47th 
annual Bower Hill Interfaith Thanksgiving service on Tuesday, 
November 26, at 7:30 p.m. at Temple Emanuel of South 
Hills.  A cookie reception will follow the worship service.   
 
 
The Advent Event 
Mark your calendars!  Every Thursday evening in Advent, we 
celebrate the season with a time of prayer and study focusing 
on the weekly Advent themes of hope, peace and 
joy.  Where?  In the chapel.  When?  December 5, 12 and 19 
from 7:00 p.m. until 7:45.  More details will be announced in 
upcoming worship bulletins.   
 
 
Senior Men’s Group Moves to Wednesday 
Senior men’s breakfast will meet on Wednesday November 6. 
This is a change in the day of the week. The group convenes at 
8:00 a.m. at Kings Restaurant on Rte. 50, Washington Pike, 
near the end of Greentree Road, in Scott. We normally have 

eight to twelve men attend. There is no agenda 
other than good fellowship and interesting con-
versation. No invitation or reservation is needed. 
We meet in the room to the left of the cashier. 
 
 
 

 
Listen to your Favorite Sermon Again! 
Did you know you can find Pastor Snyder’s sermons on the 
web?  Every Sunday the entire service is digitally recorded.  
The sermon is then extracted and uploaded to the church web-
site, www.bhccml.com.  It’s available as a PDF file to read, 
save to your computer, and share with friends and colleagues. 
Or if you have an MP3 player, you can listen to a sermon you 

missed or to one with which you especially identified. What 
else is on the church website?  Be sure to visit often to keep up 
with Bower Hill’s activities. 
 
 
Bower Hill to Host Homeless Families 
The Session has approved the proposal that BHCC become a 
host church for homeless families in the Family Promise pro-
gram. We will be hosting two times in 2013, the week of No-
vember 10th and the week of December 29th.  After that we will 
be hosting every 7 or 8 weeks.  For more information, contact 
Jean Miewald. 
 
 
Bookworms  
Bookworms is our ladies’ book discussion group. It meets on 
the third Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. in the Friendship 
Room at BHCC, for fellowship and discussion of a chosen 
title. Everyone is welcome to read the book for the month and 
join the discussion. November’s book is The Shoemaker's Wife 
by  Adriana Trigiani. There is no meeting in December. Janu-
ary’s book is The Presidents Club by Nancy Gibbs and Mi-
chael Duffy. 
 
 
 
Yoga for the rest of us  
We have had an offer from a church member who is certified 
in yoga instruction to teach a 'chair yoga' class.  This would be 
for those of us who, for one reason or another, can't quite get 
down on the floor anymore or else can't get back up once we 
do.  If you have limited mobility, limited flexibility, or any-
thing else that might keep you from full yoga participation, this 
class just might be for you.  If you are interested, please con-
tact Michelle Snyder as we assess if there is enough interest to 
proceed.  
  

Community Notes 
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THE BIRTHDAY BLESSING  

 
Please take a moment to read through the 
names, pray for them, and offer them your 

best wishes!  
 

If your name is not listed, it is because the 
church office does not have  

your information. 

November 01  Kate Junker 
 
November 03  Bill Spangenberg  
  Josie Sheldon 
 
November 04  Andy Hicks 
 
November 06  Patrick Reisinger  
  Madelyn Salvante 
 
November 10  David Harris 
  Greta Snyder 
 
November 13  Jim Corbett 
  Joann Vosburgh 

  Jason May 
  Ellie Rising 
 
November 14  Jim McAnulty, Jr. 
 
November 18  Adam Kerner 
 
November 21  Al Eisenbeis, Jr. 
  Melanie May 
  Cassandra Gibbons 
 
November 22 Ursula Pappas 
   Evan Delestienne 
 
November 24  Allison Lease 
 
November 25 Michelle Snyder 
  Lisa Shwallon 
 
 
November 27 Caroline Post 
  Velma Noonan 
 
November 28 Chuck Laufer 

  Gloria Child 
    

 
Murder Mystery Dinner 

Saturday, November 2 
5:00—8:00 p.m. 

 
 

Snyder's Open House 
Saturday, December 7, at 6:30 p.m.  

 
 

Family Promise Weeks 
November 10-17 

December 29– January 5 
 
 

BHCC Flea Market 
Saturday, November 23rd  
from 8:30 a.m. -3:00 p.m.  

 
 

Bower Hill Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 
Temple Emanuel of South Hills 

Tuesday, November 26, at 7:30 p.m.  
 
 

BHCC Handbell Concert  
Concordia of the South Hills  

Wednesday, December 4, at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

Three Rivers Ringers Concert  
BHCC Sanctuary 

Friday, December 13, at 8:00 p.m. 
 
 

Combined Choirs Holiday Concert 
BHCC Sanctuary  

Sunday, December 22, at 4:00 p.m. 

Save the date  

and join us  

for these special events! 
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Adult Education 
 
ADULT  EDUCATION VIEWS BOWER 
HILL HOMELESS FAMILY PREPARA-
TIONS, TECHNOLOGY AND ETHICS 
 
Nov. 3 Elder  Jean Miewald will discuss how 
Bower Hill Church is preparing to house Fami-
ly Promise homeless families for  a week in 
November in the church. 
 
Nov. 10  Dr. Ronald Cole-Turner, H. Parker Sharp Professor 
of Theology and Ethics at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, 
will talk about the effect of technology on humankind. 
 
Nov. 17 Andrew Remes of the University of Pittsburgh will 
discuss technology transfer from academia to the public. 
 
Nov. 24 Jon Delano, KDKA repor ter  and political com-
mentator, will discuss ethics. He is currently teaching a short 
course for lawyers at Duquesne on the Citizens United case. 
 
 
VERITAS: Adult Discussion 
Veritas has moved! The adult discussion group “VERITAS” 
now meets in the Friendship Room instead of the Conference 
Room.  Class is from 10:45 until 11:45, and childcare is pro-
vided.  The Friendship Room is located right beside the nurse-
ry.  VERITAS is specifically a “faith formation” class for 
teens and adults of all ages; it covers the basic beliefs and 
practices of the Christian Faith as they are laid out in The 
Heart of Christianity, by Marcus Borg.  Reading the book be-
forehand will add to your experience of the class, but it’s not 
necessary, since each week’s chapter is summarized at the 
beginning of the period.     
 
 
Sunday School and Childcare 
Christian Education for children ages 3 through 5th grade 
takes place during the worship hour.  Kids begin in church, 
and are dismissed following the children's sermon to go to 
their Sunday School classrooms.  Parents of younger children 
(ages 3 through 2nd grade) are asked to  pick them up from 
their classrooms immediately following worship.  Older kids 
will meet their parents at Coffee Hour in Fellowship Hall. 
  
Child care is available during the Adult Education Hour.  Par-
ents attending Adult Ed. who have kids ages 3 through 5th 
grade are asked to pick the children up from Sunday school 
and take them to the Lounge on the ground floor with 
Aja.  Children under 3 years of age can remain with Kathleen 
in the nursery. 

Worship Plans: October 
 

November 3: All Saints, Communion 
 Luke 6:20-26, Psalm 149:1-6a 

 
November 10 

 Luke 20:27-38, Job 19:23-27 
 

November 17: Christ the King 
Luke 1:68-79, Colossians 1:11-20 

 
November 24: Thanksgiving 

 Matthew 6:25-33, Philippians 4:4-13 
 

  
Worship Volunteers 

 
Communion Servers 
DJ Geis, Jr., Nancy Geis, Betsy  & Alan Hohlfelder 
 
Coffee Hour   
November  3 The Hughes Family 
November 10 The Kantner Family/Michelle Snyder 
 
Lector  
November 3 Phil Johnson 
November 10 Rich Salvante  
November 17 Susan Hicks 
November 24 Jason Rising   
 
Greeters    
November 3 George & Eleanora Freas, Mary Good 
November 10  DJ & Sherri Geis, Christie Cole 
November 17  David & Nancy Green, Cynthia Gissin 
November 24  Doris Olinger, Dick & Carolyn Westerhoff 
 
Acolytes  
 
November 3 Graceann Foster, Greta Snyder 
November 10 Lydon & Amelia Cameron 
November 17 Sydney & Avery Saba 
November 24 Ellie & Nate Rising 

 

 
 

Problems? Questions?  
 

Please call the office or contact: 
Greeters, Communion Servers: Margaret Zabo 

Acolytes: Jessica Baier 
Lectors: Joan Zakor 

Coffee Hour: Michelle Snyder 
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Flea Market Helpers Needed 
There will be lots of opportunities to help out with the set-up of the  

flea market as well as on the day of the sale. Here’s what’s happening: 
 
 

Donations 
 

Until Sunday, November 17th-Collection- All items must be clean and in 
working condition. Please do not include clothes. If you are able, please take 
all items directly upstairs to the loft, otherwise leave items on the benches 
outside Fellowship Hall.  
 
 

Bakers needed 
 

We need a few bakers to make some items for the snack bar. We’re looking 
for mini muffins, cookies and brownies. Please sign up in the Narthex or let 
Theresa know what you are making.  
 
New this year: Please br ing all baked goods to the car t outside of the of-
fice on Friday, November 22nd, between 10:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. 

 
 

Flea Market Staff  needed 
 

Sunday, November 10th and Sunday, November 17th: Final Pricing Days 
Stop by the loft after coffee hour or after adult ed. Snacks will be provided.  
 
 
Wednesday, November 20th,7:00 p.m.: Bringing Down the Boxes 
We’ll bring the boxes down from the loft to Fellowship Hall.  
 
 
Thursday, November 21st, 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. :Unpacking the Boxes 
Help us unpack for an hour or two or stay all day and really get a workout. We’ve got lots of stuff, so we’ll need lots 
of help to unpack it all. Snacks will be provided, but if you’re planning to stay all day, you may want to bring a 
bagged lunch. 
 
 
Saturday November 23rd, 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.: Sale Day 
The Flea Market opens at 8:30 a.m. and we usually have some shoppers arriving early. We’ll need the most help the 
first two or three hours.  
 

 
DON’T FORGET: FLEA MARKET HELPERS GET FIRST CRACK AT ALL MERCHANDISE! 

 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23RD  

FROM 8:30 A.M.—3:00 P.M.  

QUESTIONS? 

CONTACT THERESA CHILD 

 412-429-9519  

TREETOOWON@YAHOO.COM. 
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Sandi's Garden  
Keeps Contributing to SHIM's Food Pantry  

— The Fall Garden Is Underway! 
 

Although fall is here, we are still making weekly deliveries to 
SHIM from Sandi's Garden. Incredibly, the peppers, tomatillos, 
and green beans are still going strong. Did you know that it 
takes, on average, 80 of our hot peppers to make one pound! 
Our fall crops have been planted and are beginning to sprout: 
peas, lettuce, kale, Swiss chard and mustard greens will, we 
hope, keep contributing to the SHIM Food Pantry even after 
the first frost. Anyone who has excess produce from their home 
gardens can leave it in the church refrigerator in the kitchen, 
labeled SHIM Food Pantry, by Sunday.  
 
So far, we have delivered  more than 250 pounds of fresh pro-
duce to SHIM's Food Pantry! Many thanks to all who have 
helped make this project successful through building the gar-
den and the deer fence, donating plants, and volunteering to 
water and weed. Not only have you helped feed SHIM's clients, 
you have contributed hard-to-get fresh, healthy, organic food 
which is usually beyond the reach of those on a limited budget. 

MUSIC NOTES BY JESSICA BAIER 

Office Hours 

Sunday: 6:30 a.m.— 11:00  p.m. 

Monday: 9:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m. 

Wednesday: 12:30 a.m.— 9:00  p.m.  

Friday: 9:00 — 3:00 

 

 

Advent is quickly approaching, and the Chancel and Handbell 
Choirs at Bower Hill are preparing for a lot of great events! 
Please mark your calendars for these special holiday concerts! 
  
Handbell Concert at Concordia of the South Hills: Wednesday, 
December 4, at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Three Rivers Ringers Concert at BHCC: Friday, December 13, 
at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Combined Choirs Holiday Concert, (Bower Hill Chancel 
Choir and the Coraopolis United Methodist Chancel Choir): 
Sunday, December 22, at 4:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary at Bower 
Hill. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Repairs to the BHCC steeple  

proceed without complication. 

 

The scaffolding will be down soon! 
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OUR CHURCH STAFF 

 

 Rev. Brian Snyder, Pastor 

br@bhccml.com 

 

Company of Pastors 

 Rev. Grafton Eliason 

Rev. Betty Sykes 

Rev. Calvin C. Wilson 

 Rev. John Yohe 

 

Jessica Baier, Director of Music Ministries 

jessicambaier@gmail.com 

 

Dianne Scott, Financial Secretary 

di@bhccml.com 

 

Emily Kerr, Office Administrator 

office@bhccml.com 

 

Jim Askins, Custodian      

   

                    

THE CHURCH OFFICE 

[412] 561-4114 

Monday - Friday   9:00 a.m.— 2:30 p.m. 

Bower Hill Community Church 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

Please pray for Our Care List 

70 Moffett Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15243 

Phone: 412-561-4114 
Fax: 412-561-2252 

E-mail: office@bhccml.com 
www.bhccml.com 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

Sarah Wrenshall Steinmark 

August 20, 1922 ~ October 10, 2013 


