
Bower Hill News                  May 2022 

~The View from Above~ 

The Lord said to Moses: Ascend this mountain…and view the land 
which I give to the people of Israel…You shall see the land, but you 

shall not go there. 
~Deuteronomy 32:48-49, 52 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 
 It was the day after Easter, and I needed just one night in the woods. The skies were gray, but the 
views were vast and beautiful out over Amish farmland far below and ridges in the distance. Shade Mountain, 
Blacklog Mountain—they were lovely despite their ominous names and the leafless early spring.  Tuscarora 
Mountain loomed largest and furthest to the east.  Their ridges looked like enormous ocean waves frozen in 
their sequence.  We stopped briefly at the Stone Mountain Hawk Watch, which is just a high wooden deck on 
the summit, but the only birds we saw were buzzards circling a hundred feet beneath us. Were they warning 
us of what was to come, waiting to see our fate? The razorback ridge underfoot offered dramatic panoramas 
to the east and the west, but you had to watch the ground, too. The stony footing was treacherous. My friend 
observed that it would be a tough hike indeed if the rocks were snowy or wet. We paused for lunch at a grand 
westward vista, and there we saw the faintest traces of mist rolling up from the valley. The forecast called for 
snow, but nothing catastrophic. An hour later, we were stumbling snow-blind back to the car. An April 
blizzard had caught us on the mountain and turned us back. Frigid wind stung our faces, we couldn’t hear 
each other over its roar. Ice formed on my beard. No more beautiful views, the entire mountaintop was socked 
in. It was all we could do to pick our way carefully back over snow-covered rocks to an equally snow-covered 
car. We would have to drive slowly down a steep, slippery, narrow dirt lane with no guardrails and little 
visibility. What started off as a ridge walk in Central Pennsylvania had become a doomed attempt to climb 
Everest. 
 Too bad, I needed a night in the woods. More than that, I wanted to be in a place where I could look 
out at the world from above, to get a broader view on things. I felt that by getting a better view in a literal 
sense I might achieve a bigger, clearer view in a spiritual sense. I might see life and ministry from a truer 
point of view. That happens! Jesus was always going up mountains to pray, to be tempted, to be transfigured, 
to die. Moses had Mt. Nebo, and Aaron had Mt. Hor. It’s my fervent hope (and baseless belief) that we all get 
to see our life’s big picture—at least in the end.   
 
 That’s what a pastor’s sabbatical is supposed to be—an opportunity to climb up high and seek a 
broader view. A clergy sabbatical is not a vacation. The daily, weekly, and seasonal demands of pastoral 
ministry prevent ministers from thinking about “big picture” issues facing their congregations, things like: 
Where do we go from here? What are we called to do now? How do we respond in fresh ways to a changing 
world? A clergy sabbatical is a time of reading-up on trends in the modern church, thoughtful writing, long 
days of prayer, revisiting the things that ground our ministry, and hopefully a time of spiritual renewal. Our 
denomination asks congregations to grant sabbaticals for their pastors every seven years because they 
improve the chances for pastoral longevity at a church, as well as effectiveness in ministry. A sabbatical is not 
an escape from you; it’s meant to help me serve you better. 
 
Rick Jacobs chaired the committee which called me to be your pastor twelve years ago. He had a few 
questions about my sabbatical, which is scheduled for June, July, and August. We figured that if he had 
questions, you might have some, too. So he asked me his questions on camera, and we’re making that 
interview available to you! Please click on the following link  https://youtu.be/-x8c1j9Vu9o to view the 30 
minute interview. The link will also be on our website. But please know that you can speak to me directly 
about anything at all—including this. It is a joy and a privilege to serve as your pastor. I look forward  to the 
heights God calls us to climb together and to serving you with clearer vision.   

  In Christ’s Peace, 
   ~Brian 

https://youtu.be/-x8c1j9Vu9o
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WORSHIP PLANS  
May 1 

Third Sunday of Easter 
Communion 
John 21:1-19 

Acts 9:1-9, 17-20 
 

May 6 
Shabbat at Temple Emanuel 

Rev. Snyder preaching! 
 

May 8 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Rabbi Aaron Meyer preaching! 
 

May 15 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 11:1-18 
Revelation 21:1-6 

 
May 22 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
New Officers 
Acts 16:9-15 

John 14:23-29 
 

May 29 
Ascension 

Memorial Day 
Acts 1:1-11 

Luke 24:44-53 

Lighting the Steeple  
 

Dedications for April are as follows: 
 

May 8 -- In memory of Betty B. Mancini by her  family, Ann Morr ison and 
Bob  Hendricks, Rick and Andrea Morrison. 

May 8 -- In memory of Kathy Duffy, friend of Virginia Montgomery and Lynn 
Foltz. 

May 27-- In memory Lucille Heckman on this day of her memorial service, by her family. 

The opportunity to light the steeple of Bower Hill Community Church continues.  Many have sponsored a night in 

honor of a person or a special occasion.  It has also been lit as a way to memorialize a special person who has passed 

away.  Notice of the lighting and the person, event, or date that it commemorates, will appear in the weekly bulletin.  

The cost of this is $10 a day and can be sent directly to the church.  (You will not be billed  for this.) 
 

Requests should include; the date(s) you would like to sponsor, the reason you want to sponsor (in honor, in 

memory, etc.), the name of the person(s) or the event as you want it to appear in the bulletin, and your name.  Email 

 

For information on BHCC's music department, 
please visit us at our newly designed website. 
Thank you!  
 

 

https://www.bowerhillchurch.org/getting-involved-
music   

 
SANCTUARY FLOWERS / DONATION DEDICATIONS  

If you are interested in purchasing flowers or making a 

donation to the charity of your choice as a dedication in 

memory/honor of a loved one, please contact the church office 

to request a form or information.  At this time, the following 

Sunday dates are available:   May 1, 8, 29 

https://www.bowerhillchurch.org/getting-involved-music
https://www.bowerhillchurch.org/getting-involved-music
https://www.bowerhillchurch.org/getting-involved-music
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Congregation Meeting Notice 

By official call of the Session, the second 2022 regular meeting of the congregation of 
Bower Hill Community Church (Presbyterian U.S.A.) will be held on Sunday, May 15 at 
11:00 a.m.   All church members are encouraged to attend,  For those unable to attend in 
person, a Zoom link will be sent in your Saturday email. 

The Nominating Committee will present its slate of nominees for Session members in the 
Class of 2025, Deacon members in the Class of 2025, and congregation members of the 2023 Nominating 
Committee. In addition, Session will recommend that a change in the church by-laws be approved to reduce 
the size of Session from 18 to 12 members.          
          ~Bill Cadwell, Clerk of Session 

 
Church office closed 

on Monday, May 30, 

for Memorial Day. 

Western PA  
Diaper Bank  

 
Remember to save coupons for 

disposable diapers and feminine hygiene 

products that you collect.  You can drop 

them off at the church office during 

regular business hours OR send them 

with your weekly offering.   

Next Collection Date 

Sunday, May 8 

Unity Food Pantry has a great need of 
canned carrots, size 4 diapers, and boxed 
cold cereal.  Of course, as always, we 
welcome donations of any in-date, non-
perishable food products, household cleaning 
supplies, and toiletries. 

BHCC Finance Committee seeking 
volunteer auditors 

The Bower Hill Church Finance Committee 
is seeking two individuals who are willing 
to perform an audit of the church’s 2021 
financials. Please contact Christine Henney 
at c.henney@verizon.net if you are willing 
to help with this important task. 

PASTORAL PONDERINGS 

In the month of May we are called to be aware of certain individuals.  Early in the month we are focused on our 
mothers and the way in which they have nurtured us. Cards, flowers, gifts of all sorts are sometimes lavished upon 
them as a way of giving thanks for all they have done. 

At the close of the month we are called to remember those who have passed from this life to the church triumphant.  
Memorial Day or Decoration Day was originally established to pay homage to the Civil War dead.  However, over 
the years it has been expanded to remember all those close to us who are deceased.  Traditionally, flowers are 
planted, veterans’ markers are honored with small flags and we pause to remember. 

Perhaps one of the greatest gifts we have ever been given is the gift of recollection.  It is the basis of many family 
tales and tributes.  As the individuals are remembered, we continue to honor the lessons we have learned and the 
joys we have shared with them.  From generation to generation their memory is kept alive.  So it is with our faith.  
As the scripture is read and the sermons are preached, we are reminded of the saints that have gone before and 
served as examples for each of us. 

         ~ Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure, Parish Associate  

mailto:c.henney@verizon.net
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Senior Men’s Breakfast Group 

Our next gathering will be on Tuesday, May 3 at 8:00 a.m.  The meeting location is the Denny's 

restaurant at 2180 Greentree Road, near Swallow Hill Road.  No reservation is required, and 

conversation is spontaneous. The regular meeting date will be the first Tuesday of each month.  All men 

are welcome. Any questions or  comments, contact Glenn Child at  gstchild@yahoo.com. 

ADULT FELLOWSHIP 

Get Outdoors! 
May 7 Cross Creek Park 

The hike for this month will be the trails in Cross Creek Park. Cross Creek Park 
is Washington County's largest park and features the beautiful Cross Creek Lake 
for boating and fishing, as well as picnic shelters, playgrounds and hiking trails. 
We are planning on hiking probably the South Side Trail which for the most 
part is a loop trail. 

Cross Creek Park Brochure with Map 

We will meet at 9:00 a.m. in the main parking lot and carpool to the hike. The 
trailhead is about a 50 minute drive. We will hike a loop that should take under 2 hours. So, it will about 
12:30 p.m. when we return. If it rains, we will reschedule. Please email me at gstchild@yahoo.com or call 
so we don’t leave without you. 

 Bookworms 

The group continues to meet on 
fourth Tuesday of the month at 

1:30 p.m. via ZOOM. 

 

May 24 - Breathing Fire: Female Inmate 
Firefighters on the Front Lines of 
California’s Wildfires. 

    By Jamie Lowe 

Hooks & Needles 

Hooks and needles will resume 
meeting on the 1st and 3rd Saturday 
of each month starting on May 7.  
We will meet in Room 110 from 10 
a.m. to 12 p.m.  

New Members and needle workers of all skills 
welcome! Hope to see you there! 

Mission Matters: The Mission Committee has recently 

become a supporter of Casa San Jose in Beechview, both monetarily out 
of our Mission Budget and through our Angel Trees.  We became involved 
in the work of Casa as part of our interest in issues related to 
immigration.  It was started in 2013 by the Sisters of St. Joseph of Baden 
to be a resource center for Latino immigrants.  Casa’s mission is to 
connect, support, and advocate with and for the Latino community.  
Here is their website if you would like to learn more.  

  Casa San Jose: Latino Immigrant Resource Center - 

mailto:gstchild@yahoo.com
https://www.visitwashingtoncountypa.com/listing/cross-creek-county-park/786/
https://www.co.washington.pa.us/DocumentCenter/View/9844/CrossCreekMapReduced
mailto:gstchild@yahoo.com
https://casasanjose.org/
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From the eco-justice team 
 
We are happy to announce that during Coffee Hour on May 22, the Eco-Justice Team will be 
sponsoring an All-Church Craft Fest! In partnership with the Center for Creative Reuse, we’ll have 
materials for all ages to fashion something wonderful, not to mention fun! Let your imagination run 
wild as you create a treasure to celebrate spring. 

Another great opportunity comes to us from PA-IPL, where BHCC is a member. From May 1-29, our 
hearty outdoor folks can take the challenge! You have the option to bicycle 100 miles or hike 50 miles 
to help bring attention to environmental issues and the work congregations are supporting to mitigate 
them. It sounds like a lot, but you have a month to accomplish it! Some bike routes are suggested, 
including parts of the Montour Trail, the Great Allegheny Passage, and the Butler-Freeport 
Community Trail. Take an old favorite, or try something new! Get more information at: https://
www.paiplbikehike.com/what-is-the-bike-hike. 

Finally, the Pennsylvania Resource Council has announced a schedule for easy recycling of specialty 
items. 

https://www.paiplbikehike.com/what-is-the-bike-hike
https://www.paiplbikehike.com/what-is-the-bike-hike
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BHCC Green Grocers 
 

A FANTASTIC mission project that Bower Hill has been doing for over 25 years 
needs a couple of volunteers. Every Sunday, after church, a member of the BHCC 
"Green Grocers" team goes to the Giant Eagle Market District in Bethel Park, 
picks up produce that the good folks at Giant Eagle have set aside for us and 
delivers it to the SHIM office in Bethel Park, about 5 miles away. The entire 
process takes about 1-1.5 hours. There is some lifting of boxes and it's helpful to have an SUV vehicle. We 
are looking for someone to be responsible for one Sunday per month.  Several of our team have had to step 
aside for a while, so we need help. If you are interested in this project that not only brings food to those in 
need, but also helps to reduce food waste, please call Dave Hicks at 412-427-6606 (cell) or 412-833-7753 
(yes, we still have a land line).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Table at Hot Metal Bridge 

Tuesday, May 17 
 

BHCC’s next TABLE opportunity is May 17. Hot Metal Community Church is used as a polling place 
that day so we will be serving the meals in to-go boxes outside. We will have access to the kitchen to 
heat our food. We will prepare for 80 people and hope we can set up a few tables for patrons to sit and 
enjoy dinner; this is weather dependent of course. If you can help THANK YOU, THANK YOU!!  

 
Here is a list of needs:  

 6 volunteers at Hot Metal to help set up and serve 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.  

 11 Bruschetta Chicken Casseroles. This recipe is an EASY one dish mix! Recipe compliments of the 
Childs’! This can be made ahead of time and frozen.  

 80 dinner rolls  

 10 bags of salad mix (bags that will allow 8 small servings)  

 10 Bundt cakes any flavor. Cakes can be made ahead of time and frozen.  
 

 Please respond to Darenda Lease dlease109@comcast.net (cell) or 412-833-7753 

mailto:dlease109@comcast.net
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Adult Education 
 
 
 
May is the final month for Adult Education programming this Spring.  Why 
not plan to join us for classes planned this month before our summer hiatus? 
You can attend Adult Education sessions in person in the Friendship Room or 
on Zoom at the link below from 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. on Sundays. 
 
 
On Sunday, May 1, we won’t have Second Hour Adult Education because of 
the Racial Wealth Gap Learning Simulation from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.  
 
On Sunday, May 8, we will view a video lecture by Dr. David Brakke, the Joe R. Engle Chair in the 
History of Christianity and Professor of History at Ohio State University, that considers what Paul’s 
letters to the Corinthians can teach us about resolving community conflicts. It’s easy to love the neighbors 
we like but what about others?  Steve Boisvert will lead this class.  
 
 
On Sunday, May 15, we are excited to have Wayne Younger, Executive Director of the nonprofit Open 
Hand Ministries and formerly of the Pittsburgh Project, speaking to us about his organization’s work to 
build multi-generational wealth for black families in Pittsburgh, as well as their work to provide 
affordable home ownership opportunities within Pittsburgh. This should be a great follow-up to our 
Racial Wealth Gap Simulation. 
 
 
On Sunday, May 22, we are ending the year with an event for everyone. We are happy to announce that  
during Coffee Hour on May 22, the Eco-Justice Team will be sponsoring an All-Church Craft Fest! In 
partnership with the Center for Creative Reuse, we’ll have materials for all ages to fashion something 
wonderful, not to mention fun! Let your imagination run wild as you create a treasure to celebrate spring! 
 
 
Adult Education Zoom Link: 
 
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81146833934?pwd=N0R4U2FhaEY3K2pzdkRjQkJjeTNMQT09  
Meeting ID: 811 4683 3934 
     

 

       ~Sarah Neusius, Chair Adult Education Committee 

 

 
 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pnqJhQRkE5iCTs9zrSM7xqTNVpfocfYazb-5DMXzCuZaXPm-gu_rFI4gUR1KP1UR31-2FJRyxshnm6nB5jbXctAWIJmud2YwBO3fvD06kljNIkS7d8wXRZ29Ph8kFoXg-nSh3LGpCUS4EJJ77dSJVDqN26pTz6koEbAouuqBCFaZ3OJGWAdB1MqPhQ_zRyd22Ajr9QDDqA-4CBct2U2fADeMyDqlLXeB&c=
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YOUTH 
All events are for youth 3rd-12th grade unless otherwise specified. 

Sunday, May 1, 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

Racial Wealth Gap Simulation  

This simulation is for older youth and adults. Childcare will be provided for younger kids, but please register if you need it so we 
know.  We are asking all youth who are going on this summers’ Mission Trip to Philadelphia to attend this event as a pre-
requisite.  This event is limited to 60 participants, so be sure to RSVP to save your spot.  This event is appropriate for high school
-aged youth.  Childcare will be provided but must be reserved in advance when you RSVP. 

Tuesday, May 17 - 11:00 a.m.  

Plant Delivery Day. 

Most students have the day off school for election day.  We will meet late morning to unload and sort plants into orders.  The 
good news - we sold a LOT of individual plants (over 400), and over 85 different individual items.  That means there will be lots 
of work to make sure we sort the correct items into the correct orders.  We will meet until we have all orders sorted and ready 
for pickup by late afternoon.   

Sunday, May 22nd - 11:00 a.m.  
Creative Reuse Crafting 

Join us during second hour to relax and craft.  This all-age event will feature upcycled 
materials from the Center for Creative Reuse.  Stay and create while you talk.   

Day Camp 2022 

Save the date for Bower Hill’s summer 
Day Camp the week of August 1-
5.  On-line registration will open in 
mid-May. If you would like to help 
plan this ministry event, please contact 
Amy Grella  at amysmiley3@gmail.com. 

Spring Plant Sale 
 

Bower Hill Youth Group would like to thank 
you for your support of our spring plant sale.  
The plants will be delivered to the church 
parking lot on Tuesday, May 17th.  Volunteers 
will be needed starting around 11:00 a.m. to help unload the truck 
and sort plants into orders.  Orders may be picked up from 4:30 -
7:30 p.m. that same day.  Check your email to sign-up for a timeslot 
to help. 

Update from the Director of Education Ministries -- Amy Grella - 412-801-3723 

mailto:amysmiley3@gmail.com


 

 

  

BOWER H ILL NEWS PAGE 10 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Brian Snyder, Pastor 

br@bhccml.com 
 

Parish Associate 

Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure 

fr@bhccml.com 
 

Company of Pastors 

Rev. Phil Jamison 

Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure 

Rev. Dr. Betty Sykes 

 

Amy Grella 

Director of Education Ministries 

am@bhccml.com 
 

Anne Smith 

Director of Music Ministries 

an@bhccml.com 
 

Philip Engel, Financial Secretary 

pe@bhccml.com 
 

Kim Digman, Office Administrator 

office@bhccml.com 

 

THE CHURCH OFFICE 

70 Moffett St., Pittsburgh. PA  15243 

(412) 561-4114 

office@bhccml.com 

Monday - Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
 

www.BowerHillChurch.org 

  

THE BIRTHDAY BLESSING:  

Please take a moment to read through the names, pray for them, and offer 
them your best wishes!  

Have we missed YOUR birthday?  If your name is not listed, it is because 
the church office does not have your information. Please call the office 
administrator at 412-561-4114 with updated information. 

 May 2:   Barbara Oram  
 
 May 4:   Beth Robosky   
 
 May 7:   Kristen Mackey 
 
 May 9:   Avery Saba  
 
 May 10:  Ben Boisvert  
 
    Lynn Foltz 
 
 May 11:  Anna Siefken  
 
 May 12:  Cal McElroy  
 
 
 May 13:  Connie May  
 
 May 14:  Debbie Boisvert  
 
 May 17:  Rick Baumhammers  
    Robert Olinger   
    Caroline Smith 
 
 

May 18:  Lindsay Cole  
 
May 19:  Abbey Marcovsky   
   Carol Petti 
 
May 20:  Evelyn Lansbery   
   Abby Waine        
 
May 22:  Nancy Andrews  
 
   Jennifer Webler 
 
May 23:  Allison Bruder  
 
May 24:  Jackson Donahue 
 
May 26:  Dick Westerhoff  
 
May 28:  Sam Rothschild 
 
May 29:  Caroline Barone   
   Jacob Geis 
 
May 31:  Brad Young 
  

Please pray for Our 

Care List 
 

Bower Hill Church Members 

Joan Bridges, Jeff Carper 

Jean Dunfee,  Georgia Gallo 

Linda James, Cindy Kelley 

Gordon Mitchell,  Dottie Post 

Mike Reimer, Donna Williams 


