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~A Court for Owls~ 

“And thorns shall come up in her palaces, nettles and brambles in the 
fortresses thereof:  

and it shall be an habitation of dragons, and a court for owls...and the 
satyr shall cry to his fellow...”  

~Isaiah 34:13, 14 

Dear Members and Friends, 

 I would take a misty woodland trail over an abandoned factory any day.  Well...almost any day. Just every once 
in a while, when I don't have time for a long trek in the woods, I turn to a pastime known as “urban exploring.”  That's to 
say, I seek out abandoned buildings and poke around in them.  I know, I know.  It's dangerous and potentially illegal.  
But believe me; I've researched Pennsylvania's laws on trespassing, and I never break them!  And as for the dangerous 
part, well, you're right.  It's not a hobby for the careless.  Leaking roofs can mean rotted out floors and the risk of a nasty 
drop into the dark nether-reaches of an old cellar.  And there is a real possibility of coming across living creatures in der-
elict buildings—many of them best avoided.  But a part of me feels a little bit heroic when I venture into a historic struc-
ture and document its architecture before it passes beyond reach.  I keep a record of all the old buildings I visit, with 
photos, and I consider it a kind of archeology—except without having to recall any of my Hebrew....     

 Such was the case recently when a friend and I paid a visit to an old church...that shall remain nameless.  Actual-
ly, the church is nameless.  I only figured out some of its story from a few telltale signs: a date etched in the cornerstone 
told me how old it was.  A large, ceremonial tub—just big enough to dunk an adult—told me what kind of church it had 
been.  The lavishly ornate sanctuary told me what kind of people worshiped there: professional people, movers and shak-
ers, philanthropic types.   

 But nowadays, homeless squatters clearly occupy the old fellowship hall by night.  All the arched stained glass 
windows had long since been shattered by vandals.  A domed skylight was gone.  Paint was peeling from intricate scroll-
work in the ceilings and walls.  When we came across the remains of a certain woodland creature, we fled the building 
right away, for fear of rabid beasties.  And yet, it was a marvelous church in its day.  I know of large towns on the Plains 
that boast not a single building as lovely as this old ruin once was.  If chance had landed that church in Amarillo, it 
would be the grandest cathedral in town.  But sadly, the beauty and historicity of a building aren't enough to guarantee its 
survival here in the Pittsburgh area.  So much of our history is lost year by year, as our “built environment,” our regional 
heritage, returns to the elements.   

 Before hightailing it back to the car, I paused a little wistfully in that cavernous old sanctuary.  I felt the need to 
honor the unseen lives, the “cloud of witnesses,” that had brought their stories into that holy place. How many tearful or 
grateful prayers were whispered here—forgotten now by everyone except the One to whom they were addressed?  How 
many people marked their life's transitions here: the happy, nervous wedding days; the baptisms, sopping wet in yonder 
tub; the desperately sad goodbyes with coffins and chrysanthemums?  How did the music once resound from the pipe 
organ, rattling the windows and stirring the soul?  How many tears were held back or allowed to flow in this very room, 
now wasted?  My heart ached for the stories these crumbling walls would never tell.  The promise at the end of the 
book—the promise at the end of time—is, “Behold, I make all things new.”  But which thing will be made new in this 
dismal place: the glorious house of prayer, the pristine forest that it replaced, or the primeval swamps that existed before 
that?   

 There are places in our lives that are made sacred by the events that occur in them, the thoughts we think in 
them, the emotions we feel in them, the people we become in them.  There are places in our lives that cause us to be bet-
ter than we would be without them.  And those places are worthy of our reverence and care.  They're worthy of our fre-
quent visits and our loving attention.  What are some of your life's holy places?  I hope one of them is right here at Bow-
er Hill Church.   

In Christ's Peace, 

Brian 
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From the 

Director of Christian Ed 
Marla Kemmler  —  ma@bhccml.com 

 
Summer Sunday school is under-
way!  
 
Completed preschool through 
completed second grade are in-
vited to room 110 after the chil-
dren's message for a fun-filled 
summer of Bible lessons, games, 
and crafts. 

 
Completed third grade and above are invited to stay in 
worship with their parents. Children's bulletins are 
available in the Narthex.  

———————————————–—————- 

Family Worship Days are as follows: 
 July 5 (4th of July Weekend)  
 September 6 (Labor  Day Weekend) 

————————————————————-- 
There is still an opportunity to sign up for  
The Power Up! Living in the Spirit summer day camp, 
which runs from July 13 through July 17.  Deadline to 
reserve has been extended to July 1.  See Marla or 
email ma@bhccml.com.  

Thank you to those who have 
participated in the music min-
istry of Bower Hill Communi-

ty Church over the past six 
months:  

 

Choir members:  Troy Bailey, 
Sally Child, Glenna Creaves, Margaret DeLair, Rick 
and Pat Jacobs, Aaron Jones, Jean Miewald, Chris 
Robbins, Lynn Wohleber and Joan Zakor  
Choir and Bell Choir members:  Debbie Boisvert, 
Anne & Gordon Mitchell and Margaret Zabo  
Bell Choir members:  Joan Bridges, Lee Ferrero, 
Betsy Hohlfelder, Josie Sheldon, Donna Williams 
and Phyllis Yohe.  
Cherub Choir members:  Chris and Allie Bruder, 
Teagan and Barrett Bruce, Jacob and Owen Geis,  
Ellena and Elise Gibbs, Autumn Grella, Katie Krol, 
Michela and Drake Robbins, Julian and Gavin Sal-
vante, Leah Smith, Chloe and Greta Snyder, Beatrice 
and Gus Watterson   
Instrumentalists:   Chris Robbins, Jason Rising and 
Margaret Zabo 
 

Thank you for enriching our worship with your 
gift of music! 

 
Throughout the summer, we warmly invite members 
to play or sing during weekly services.  Children who 
take any type of instrumental lesson are welcome to 
play the prelude.  Please see me if you are interested 
in participating. 
 
On a personal note, thank you to the congregation 
for welcoming my family and me into the BHCC 
community. We deeply enjoy worshipping with  
you, and look forward to many more Sunday morn-
ings in the future.             ~Anne Carper Smith 
 
 
On Another Note ♫ 

Join PCUSA churches from across the region at Pitts-
burgh Presbytery Night at PNC Park on Thursday, 
June 25 at 7:05 p.m. as the Pirates take on the Cincin-
nati Reds. Outfield box seats are $38 and Grandstand 
seats are $22. Tickets may be purchased at 
www.pirates.com/PRESBYTERY.  
 
If you are interested in joining the choir to sing the 
National Anthem before the game, please contact me 
at an@bhccml.com.  

Adult Education 

This past year was an inspiring and 
challenging year in BHCC’s Adult 
Education program. We explored 
topics of spirituality with Pastor 
Snyder, continued with the 

thoughtful video series Living the Question, were 
blessed with enlightening classes on a wide variety of 
social and spiritual topics from members of our con-
gregation, and looked beyond the walls of our church 
to hear from speakers across the spectrum on both 
sides of some challenging issues we face as responsi-
ble citizens and people of faith. Many thanks to all 
who led classes and attended.  
 
Adult Education takes a summer “vacation” from 
classes but not planning. We are already planning for 
the 2015-2016 “season.” If you have a topic which 
you would like to have addressed in Adult Education, 
please feel free to let us know, either in person or via 
email: sdboisvert@verizon.net.  We look forward to 
kicking classes off on September 13.  Elder Steve 
Boisvert is the Chair of Adult Education.  

mailto:an@bhccml.com
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June 7:  Second Sunday after  Pentecost, Commun-
ion SUMMER INTINCTION 

1 Samuel 8:4-11, 12-15, 16-20 & Mark 3:20-35 
Rev. Tami Hooker preaching 

 
June 14:  Third Sunday after  Pentecost 

2 Corinthians 5:14-17 & Mark 4:26-34 
“A New Creation” 

 
June 21:  Fourth Sunday after  Pentecost 

Father's Day 
2 Corinthians 6:1-13, Mark 4:35-41 

“Peace!  Be Still!” 
 

June 28:  Fifth Sunday after  Pentecost 
Mark 5:21-43 & 2 Samuel 1:17-27 

“How the Mighty Are Fallen” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
June 

1 —  Carolyn Boisvert 
  Kirsten Rising 
 
June 2 —  Andy Druckenbrod 
  Richard Junker 
 
June 3 —  Judith Linaburg 
  Steve Grier 
 
June 5 —  Nina Helbling 
 
June 6 —  Laura Philson 
 
June 7 —  Char Balentine 
 
June 11 — Lily Philson 
   Alma Johnson 
 
June 12 — Bill Gardner, III 
   Nancy Salvante 
 
June 14 — Jeffrey Criswell 
June 17 — James Cannon 
 
June 18 — Delaney McDonough 
   Dylan Lease 
 
June 19 — Katelyn Cole 
   June Schriber 

 
June 20 — Riley Jones 
   Tim Lease 
 
June 21 — Louise Burroughs 
 
June 22 — Gloria Julian 
    Rick Jacobs, Jr. 
 
June 23 — Juliet Cameron 
   June Stewart 
   Mary Good 
 
June 25 — Alfie Watterson 
 
June 27 — Nicholas Kane 
 
June 28 — Melanie Cole 
   Andrew Stewart 
 
June 30 — Kirk Ketchum 
 

Please take a moment 
to read through the 

names, pray for them, 
and offer them your 

best wishes!  

If your name is not 
listed, it is because the 
church office does not 
have your information. 

Caroline Elizabeth Smith 

Born May 17, 2014 

to Anne Elizabeth Carper Smith  

and Andrew Ryan Smith 

Baptized on May 10, 2015 

Thank you to all the wonderful 
saints at Bower Hill who have 
sent mountains of cards, sur-
prise yard signs, warm good 
wishes, and the breath of heal-
ing prayers. Thanks also for 
all the warm hugs and smiles 

directed my way.  God is moving in this place and 
your loving response to my recent diagnosis certainly 
brings that home to me. Rick and I have no family in 
Pittsburgh but we find great comfort knowing that 
Bower Hill is truly family to us. With all my heart, I 
thank you.  
 
I ask your continued prayers as I proceed with chem-
otherapy.    ~Pat Jacobs 

 
 
 

 
Sunday, June 7 

Washington Wild Things Baseball Game 
 

July 13-17 
“Power Up” Day Camp 

 
August 23-30 

Family Promise at BHCC 
 

Sunday, September 13 
Kick-Off Sunday 

 
Saturday, October 24 

Haiti Lunch & Fashion Show 

Please check out the Lost and 
Found bin located under  the 
Christian Ed bulletin board across 
from the kitchen.  You are asked 
to claim any items belonging to 
you.  Unclaimed items will be 
donated or discarded by June 30. 



 

 

Church Leadership (2016-2018) 
 
 Session Class of 2016  Session Class of 2017  Session Class of 2018 
 
 Troy Bailey   Steve Boisvert   Jim Cannon 
 Glenn Child   Theresa Child   Sarah Cannon 
 Pat Jacobs   Sheri Geis   Andy Druckenbrod 
 Keith Mason   Rick Jacobs   Dick Headley 
 Jean Miewald   Cathy Morgan   Alan Hohlfelder 
 Jason Robosky   Jason Rising   Gordon Mitchell 
 
 
 Deacons Class of 2016 Deacons Class of 2017 Deacons Class of 2018 
 
 Nancy Criswell   Nancy Geis   Sally Child 
 Maggie DeLair   Mary Good   Doris Olinger 
 Darenda Lease   Beth Robosky   Kathy Philson 
 Anne Mitchell   Josie Sheldon   Ruth Robbins 
 
 
 2016 Nominating Committee 
 
 Joan Bridges 
 Bethany Gibbs 
 Carol Knox 
 Rob Mackey 
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    DATE                          GREETERS COFFEE HOUR            COMMUNION               NOTES 

6/7/2015 
June Captain:  Dick Headley  

Gordon & Anne Mitchell, Margaret DeLair 
Jacobs 

Jim & Sarah Cannon 

Jean Miewald, Nancy Salvante 
Begin Summer Worship 

6/14/2015 Rick & Pat Jacobs, Margaret Zabo Boisvert   

6/21/2015 Joan Zakor, Lee Ferraro, Jean Miewald Hicks  Father’s Day 

6/28/2015 Troy & Emily Bailey  Saba   

7/5/2015 
July Captain:  Peter  Morgan 

Alfie & Val Watterson, Lynn Wohleber 
TBD 

Rick & Pat Jacobs  

Anne & Gordon Mitchell 
 

July Fourth Weekend 

7/12/2015 Glenn & Sally Child, LuAnn McNickle TBD   

7/19/2015 Bev & Jim Burke, Joan Bridges TBD   

7/26/2015 Andy Druckenbrod, Kristin Kantner, Allison Schlesinger TBD   

8/2/2015 
August Captain:  Kar l Casey  

Betsy & Alan Hohlfelder, Nancy Criswell 
TBD 

Margaret Zabo, Joan Zakor 
Maggie DeLair, Troy Bailey 

 

8/9/2015 Nick & Bethany Gibbs, Jennifer Foster TBD   

8/16/2015 Brad & Amanda Gray, Doris Olinger TBD   

8/23/2015 Rich & Nancy Salvante, Michelle Snyder TBD   

8/30/2015 Craig & Amy Grella, Lynn Foltz TBD   

Summer Worship Volunteers 

 
At its meeting on May 26, Session 

voted to change the official name of 
our church to  

Bower Hill Community Church 
(Presbyterian U.S.A.). 
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Community Notes 
Want to be included on this page? Submissions are due the 15th of every month  

for the next month’s publication. 412-561-4114 or office@bhccml.com 

Senior Men’s Group: First Tuesdays 

Senior men’s breakfast will meet on Tuesday, June 2, and 
will continue to meet on first Tuesdays through October. 
The group convenes at 8:00 a.m. at Kings Restaurant on 
Rte. 50, Washington Pike, near the end of Greentree 
Road, in Scott. There is no agenda other than good fel-

lowship and interesting conversation. No 
invitation or reservation needed. We meet in 
the room to the left of the cashier. Typically 
six to 10 men attend. Join us. 
 

Food pantry collection 

Second Sunday Each Month 
The next collection date for Wallace Food Pantry is June 
14.  The Pantry collects food items that they will need to 
provide supplies to all their client families.  Currently, 
their greatest need is for canned soup, although all dona-
tions of non-perishables are welcome and appreciated! 
 
Bookworms  

Bookworms is our ladies’ book discussion group. It meets 
on the third Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. in  
Room 103 for fellowship and discussion of a chosen title.  
Everyone is welcome to read the book for the month and 
join the discussion.  

June 16—Boston Girl by Anita Diamant 
July 21—Aviator’s Wife by Melanie Benjamin 
August 18—Close Your Eyes, Hold Hands  

by Chris Bohjalian 
September 15—When the Emperor was Divine  

by Julie Otsuka 
October 20—The Trial of Fallen Angels 

by James Kimmel, Jr. 

Sandi’s Garden Is Up and Running! 

Last winter is a fading memory and summer is 
just around the corner. Thanks to BHCC 
members and our local scout troop, Sandi’s 
Garden has been refreshed and extended. It is 
now full of pepper plants, zucchini, swiss 
chard and beans ready to burst forth and once 

again supply SHIM’s Food Pantry with bountiful fresh 
organic produce.  
 
All of this doesn’t happen on its own. Sandi’s Garden 
provides opportunities for all members of the congre-
gation to participate. Members can help make this year 
even more successful than last year by: 

 Donating seed packets of swiss chard, bush beans, 
pole beans, sweet and hot peppers, zucchini. 

 Donating sweet and hot pepper plants. 

 Donating regular or Thai basil plants. Fresh herbs 
are always welcome at the Food Pantry. 

 Signing up to water the garden beds for a week. 

 Helping with harvesting produce. 

 Volunteering to deliver the produce on Tuesday 
mornings. 

 
We are blessed to be part of a congregation that is 
committed to the call to serve others in so many ways. 
Sandi’s Garden provides an opportunity to enjoy the 
long-awaited, warm sunny days of spring and summer 
knowing that our little plot of land is part of a wonder-
ful mission. Many thanks to all who have been part of 
this mission project in the past and who continue to 
support it. 

Newsletter Deadline Notice 
The July and August Newsletters will, again this year, be com-
bined into a joint issue. The following deadlines and meeting 
dates apply: 

 The deadline for submissions to the combined July/
August newsletter is June 15. 

 The deadline for the September Kick-Off edition of the 
newsletter is August 15. 

 Newsletter Volunteers will meet June 25 and August 27. 
There will be no mailing to fold in July. 

 Please call the office with any questions or concerns. 

Haiti Water Project Update 

On behalf of the entire Haiti Water Team, we would 
like to thank you once again for your support of our 
mission to Haiti.  Thanks to your generosity, nearly 
$1,800 has been raised to date with our water droplet 
fundraiser.  These funds will assist us on our next trip to 
Haiti and help to expand the reach of the six clean water 
systems we have installed there so far.  We continue to 
be amazed and feel blessed with how the entire congre-
gation has rallied around this project for the past four 
years.  Our heartfelt appreciation goes out to all of you 
at Bower Hill. 

~The Haiti Water Team 
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A HUGE THANK YOU to everyone who helped at the Pittsburgh Presbytery 

meeting on May 14, which was hosted by BHCC.  Your willingness to help did not 

go unnoticed, whether you baked cookies, worked in the kitchen, parked the cars, or 

simply greeted people at the door with a smile!  We had many compliments on the 

amount of volunteers and how effortlessly they all worked together to show such 

amazing hospitality to the masses.  Blessings to you all! 

         ~Marla Kemmler 
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STUDENT NEWS and ACCOLADES 
Matea Pranjic 

In 1999, many Bower Hill members prepared an apartment in Alvern Gardens, Castle Shan-
non, for the Pranjic family who would be coming to our area from Europe.  Several members 
met Petar, known to us as Pero, Josipa and their two year old daughter, Matea, at the Pitts-
burgh Airport.   Since then various members have kept in touch with them.  
 
Matea is now a senior at Bethel Park High School and is finishing her senior year with a 4.5 
GPA. She is a presidential advisor for the Student Government Association, treasurer of the 
German Club, a squad leader for Bethel Park High School Marching Band’s Bethettes, and 
chaired homecoming this past year which lead her to be named Student of the Month. She is 
also a member of the National Honor Society and German National Honor Society. In her 
spare time, Matea volunteers at a local fish fry and vacation Bible school. 
 
Matea is actively involved with multiple music organizations. She is a member of her school’s 

Symphonic Band, Top 21 (auditioned choir), and has participated in multiple 
Pennsylvania Music Educators Association events. This past year Matea was 
selected to play with the Honors Band, District Band and Region Band.   
Matea has been a Junior Tamburitzan since the age of five. She was originally a 
member of the South Hills Junior Tamburitzans and has spent the last four years 

with the Junior Tamburitzans of Duquesne. As a 
native Croatian, Matea has cherished every oppor-
tunity Tamburitzans has given her to better educate 
herself about Eastern European culture. 
 
Upon graduating high school, Matea plans to attend 
the University of Pittsburgh and is interested in pursuing a career in international re-
lations.  She will graduate on  
June 6, 2015.  You may send congratulations to her at their home, 1307 McCully 
Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15234. 

 

Kim Frock Weeks 

Congratulations to Kim Frock Weeks, a 2015 national recipient of the Jefferson Award for Public Service.  
Kim grew up in the Bower Hill community and is the daughter of Mary Lou Frock.  Now known as the 
“Nobel Prize for Volunteerism,” this award honors individuals for their achievements and contributions in 
public and community service.  Mary Lou will travel to New York to see Kim receive the regional award.  
The national award will be give in June in Washington DC.  This is a very prestigious and wonderful honor 
for Kim.  She started on this path by being a Deacon here at BHCC while still in high school. 

Amanda Vosburgh 
Graduating from Mt Lebanon High School and will be attending Yale 

University. She plans to major in history while continuing to pursue cello. 
 

Nicholas Kane 
Graduating from Chartiers Valley and plans to attend  

Penn State University. 
 

Tyler Kane 
Graduated from the University of Pittsburgh with a degree in Communi-

cation Science and Disorders.  He will continue for his master’s  
   degree in Speech Pathology.   
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Sunday Transportation 

Need a ride to worship? The deacons would like to provide 
a ride to worship for members who need one.  If you find 
yourself in need of a ride, you may call your parish deacon 
prior to Sunday to arrange a ride. Not sure who to call? 
Contact the church office for assistance. 

 

Are you willing to give a ride? 
The deacons are compiling a list of people who might be willing to give 
rides to church. There are several people who do not drive who might come 
to church if they had a ride. If you would be willing to offer rides, please 
contact Kate Junker at: katejunker@aol.com.  

OUR CHURCH STAFF 

 

 Rev. Dr. Brian Snyder, Pastor 

br@bhccml.com 

 

Company of Pastors 

 Rev. Tami Hooker 

Rev. Dr. Betty Sykes 

 Rev. John Yohe 

 

Marla Kemmler, Director of Christian Education  

and Youth Programs 

ma@bhccml.com 

 

Anne Smith, Director of Music Ministries 

an@bhccml.com 

 

Dianne Scott, Financial Secretary 

di@bhccml.com 

 

Karen Reynolds, Church Secretary 

office@bhccml.com 

 

Jim Askins, Custodian 

ff26emt@gmail.com 

 
THE CHURCH OFFICE 

[412] 561-4114 

Monday - Friday   9:00 a.m.— 2:30 p.m. 

Bower Hill Community Church 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

Please pray for Our Care List 

70 Moffett Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15243 

Phone: 412-561-4114 
Fax: 412-561-2252 

E-mail: office@bhccml.com 
www.BowerHillChurch.org 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 


