
Bower Hill News                                              January 2014 

~ “The Ever-Circling Years” ~ 

“It is God who sits above the circle of the earth...who stretches out the heavens 
like a curtain, and spreads them like a tent to live in.” ~Isaiah 40:22 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 
 The earth is a circle.  The sun is a circle.  Moons, and stars, and planets, too.  The great journey that the earth 
makes around the sun—at 67,000 miles per hour!—is a nearly perfect circle.  We can't feel the spinning motion, but we 
observe it in seasons of warmth and cold, as days grow shorter or longer.  Light yields to darkness; darkness yields to 
light.  At the dawn of 2014, we’re completing yet another one of those great spherical journeys known as a year.  It's 
strange to think that “time” is nothing more than our circle (the earth) making a circle (its orbit) around another circle 
(the sun).  It can be dizzying, all this spinning in circles.  The New Year makes me think about circles. 
 
 Several years ago, when I was in Rochester for my doctoral program, one of our professors took the class outside 
to walk the labyrinth.  A labyrinth is not a maze.  It's a winding path, usually laid out in stones, and it runs in a rounda-
bout circle.  Walking at your leisure, the path finally brings you to the center.  Walking labyrinths is an ancient form of 
prayer.  It was revived in the Middle Ages and again in recent decades. 
  
 Our class was made up of about thirty pastors of all denominations, with many African Americans from Baptist 
traditions.  We were serious people, for the most part, and uncertain about the labyrinth.  We had come here to learn, not 
to indulge in frivolity.  Besides, it didn't look very promising, this circular walkway to nowhere.  It looked useless to 
most of us.  For me, the labyrinth was just a little too public, too.  It sat close to a busy street.  I didn't want passersby to 
stop and stare at all of us strange religious people at the divinity school, wandering in a circle and gazing at our toes. 
 
    The shady campus was abloom with lilacs in purple, and white, and blue.  The fragrance was otherworldly.  
The day was perfect, cool but bright.  We started walking the labyrinth uncertainly, just wanting to get the exercise over 
with.  But blame it on the lilacs and the birdsong.  Blame it on the constant circular motion of the labyrinth itself.  By the 
time we had finished, every last one of us was deeply moved.  Later, the same professor asked us to describe the experi-
ence, and one of my classmates (a tough, sarcastic fellow who pastored a large, conservative church in the inner city) 
spoke with real tears in his eyes.  “That labyrinth taught me how to forgive someone I've needed to forgive for a long 
time.”  And I thought, “Hmm.  Isn't forgiveness a kind of circle, too?” 
 
 Wedding bands.  Rose windows, like the one in our chapel.  Protestant prayer beads, which are not the same as 
Catholic rosaries.  Mandalas.  These are just a handful of circles in the life of faith.  Resurrection, too, is the old eternal 
circle of life, death, and new life.  By God's grace, our congregation has been  traveling its own circle in the past few 
years, journeying into a bright new day of positive energy and forward motion.  The ever-moving circle can bring new 
life to old institutions, and nations, and philosophies.  It revives music and literature that the world all but forgot.  It 
sends its unexpected blessings into our personal lives, too.  The darkest day (like the brightest) does not last forever.  
Things can come full circle.  In this New Year, God give us the wisdom to entrust it all to the One who makes and 
moves all these many circles. 

 
In Christ's Peace,  

~Brian 
 

 



Food Pantry Collection 
The next collection date for Wallace Food Pantry is January 
12th. Low-sodium foods and cereals, baby food and staples 
like oatmeal and peanut butter are always appreciated.  
 
 
Senior Men’s Breakfast: First Wednesdays 
Senior men’s breakfast will meet on Wednesday January 8.  

The usual first Wednesday meeting day is 
New Year’s Day. The group convenes at 8:00 
a.m. at Kings Restaurant on Rte. 50, Washing-
ton Pike near the end of Greentree Road, in 
Scott. We normally have eight to twelve men 
attend. There is no agenda other than good 
fellowship and interesting conversation. No 
invitation or reservation is needed. We meet in 

the room to the left of the cashier. 
 
Bookworms  
Bookworms is our ladies’ book discussion group. It meets on 
the third Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. in the Friendship 
Room at BHCC, for fellowship and discussion of a chosen 
title. Everyone is welcome to read the book for the month and 
join the discussion.  
 

January: The President's Club 
by Nancy Gibbs & Michael Duffy  

 
February : Reluctant Fundamentalist  by Mohsin Hamid 

 
March : Looking for Me by Beth Hoffman 

 
Haiti Presentation and Potluck Dinner 
Sunday, January 12th, at 5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall, we 
will have a potluck dinner at the church followed by a presen-
tation from the Haiti Team on their most recent trip to Haiti to 

install solar powered water purification sys-
tems.  Franzu, our team's interpreter, will be 
present, once again selling his handcrafts and 
answering all of our questions.  Don't miss it. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Snow Play & Game Night 
Saturday, January 25th, Parish life will host an all-church fun 
night for the young and young at heart.  At 4:00 p.m., come 
play in the snow followed by hot chocolate.  Not into the 
"snow scene” (or if there happens to be no snow)? No problem! 
Come at 5:00 p.m., favorite games in hand, and have pizza 

with us before we start our game night together!  $5 per per-
son/$10 per family.   
  
 
Don't Panic! Dinner's in the Freez-
er 
On Saturday, March 1, from 9:00– Noon 
in the BHCC kitchen, interested folks 

will meet to cook together, drink coffee, eat pastries, talk and 
laugh. At the end of our time together, each participant will go 
home with three healthy casseroles (to be announced prior to 
sign-ups) to put in the freezer, which can be pulled out on a 
busy night. The ingredients will be pre-purchased and the costs 
will be divided evenly among participants.   For those who 
need it, childcare could be made available. 
 
  
The Tent Event  
Men and children, pack up your gear! Friday, May 16 - Satur-
day, May 17, Parish life will host a camping trip for you in the 
church's front lawn.  Don't have camping equipment? That's 
o.k..  We'll find you some.  What if it rains?  We'll change the 
name to lock-in and sleep in the church.  There's no excuse to 
miss this time of fellowship together.  (And hey, women, don't 
tell anyone, but we're going to take this opportunity to go out 
for dinner to celebrate all the mothers in our lives while the 
men and children are otherwise occupied.) 
  
Coffee Talk: A Women’s 
Group 
Given that our lives as busy 
women are often full of er-
rands, deadlines, and to-do 
lists, we think that not 
enough time is taken to sit 
and smell the coffee.  On the 2nd Friday of every month, from 
9:00—Noon, Parish Life is creating the space for anyone who 
wants to show up ready to sit together and chat about issues of 
faith, family and friendship.  Have small children?  Bring 
them.  We are a casual bunch.  Contact Michelle Snyder if you 
are interested in learning more details. 
 

Community Notes 
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Want to be included on this page? Submissions are due the 15th of every month  
for the next month’s publication. 412-561-4114 or office@bhccml.com 
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THE BIRTHDAY BLESSING  

January 05 Erik Johnson 

January 06 Hillary Knox 

January 07 Drake Robbins 

January 08 Betty Winnett 

January 09 Mary Ann Scott 

January 10 Pat Jacobs 

January 11 Lynn Mezyk 

  Ian Post 

  Grace Kelly-Tray 

January 13  Sydney Saba 

January 14  Phyllis Madden 

January 16  Richard Rothrock 

January 18 Emily Bailey 

January 21  Bev Burke 

  Ellie Marcovsky 

January 22  Lee Ferrero 

  Dave Hicks 

January 24 Mary Lou Frock 

  Lindsay Bruder 

  Julian Salvante 

January 26 Inese Baumhammers 

  Brian Snyder 

January 27  Adam Andrews 

January 28  Sally Child 

  Tyler Ryfun 

January 31 Julia Snead 

  Katherine Gallagher 

  Nathan Rising 

 

 
December 29—January 5 
 Family Promise at BHCC 

 
Sunday, January 12 
Haiti Potluck Dinner 

5:30 P.M., Fellowship Hall 
  

Saturday, January 25 
All-Ages Snow Play and Game Night Event  

4:00 p.m. Snow Play 
5:00 p.m. Game Night 

 
 
 

Saturday, March 1 

Don't Panic, Dinner's in the Freezer 
9:00 a.m.—Noon, BHCC Kitchen 

 
March 9-16  

 Family Promise at BHCC 
 

Saturday, March 29 
 Haiti Lunch and Fashion Show  

 
Sunday, April 20 

 Easter Breakfast and Egg Hunt 
 

Friday, May 16 - Saturday, May 17 
 The Tent Event 

 
May 25-June 1 

Family Promise at Bower Hill 

Save the date  

and join us  

for these special events! 

 
Please take a moment to read through the 
names, pray for them, and offer them your 

best wishes!  
 

If your name is not listed, it is because the 
church office does not have  

your information. 
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Adult Education 
 
Note: The December Bower Hill Newsletter 
contained incorrect information about January 
adult education. The information in this article 
is now correct. 
 
January 5: No adult education.   
De-deck the Halls  
 
January 12: Repor t on the Judah Fellowship Chr istian 
Church, a ministry on the North Side to further the work and 
mission of Jesus Christ through outreach and social justice, to 
break down the walls of bigotry, intolerance, and hatred in our 
community, serving gay, lesbian, bi-sexual, transgendered 
people, as well as AIDS, HIV patients and neighborhood 
homeless people. The Rev. Shanea D. Leonard, pastor, will 
discuss the church’s program and purpose. 
 
January 19:  The Rev. Bever ly James, Pittsburgh Presby-
tery associate minister for discipleship, will be with us to dis-
cuss her mission. Beverly served Bower Hill Church as interim 
pastor in the early 2000s. 
 
January 26: The Neighborhood Academy will return to 
Bower Hill to report on progress in its mission to bring faith-
based college preparatory education to students who would 
otherwise never be able to attend college. Visiting us will be 
The Rev. Thomas Johnson, founder and head of school, Jean-
ette Lahm, development and marketing officer, and several 
students. The Academy is located in the East End and is one of 
Bower Hill Church’s mission fund recipients.  
 
 Adult discussion sessions are held in the church library at 
10:45 a.m. each Sunday unless otherwise announced.  Dave 
Green is chair of the adult education committee. Phone 412-
531-2205. Email davegreenpgh@aol.com. 
 
 
Sunday School and Childcare 
Christian Education for children ages 3 through 5th grade 
takes place during the worship hour.  Kids begin in church, 
and are dismissed following the children's sermon to go to 
their Sunday School classrooms.  Parents of younger children 
(ages 3 through 2nd grade) are asked to  pick them up from 
their classrooms immediately following worship.  Older kids 
will meet their parents at Coffee Hour in Fellowship Hall. 
  
Child care is available during the Adult Education Hour.  Par-
ents attending Adult Ed. who have kids ages 3 through 5th 
grade are asked to pick the children up from Sunday school 
and take them to the Lounge on the ground floor with 
Aja.  Children under 3 years of age can remain with Kathleen 
in the nursery. 

Worship Plans 
 

January 5: Light 
“Your Light Has Come.”   

 Epiphany Sunday, Communion 
 Isaiah 60:1-6; Matthew 2:1-12.   

 
January 12: Water  

“Do You Come to Me?”   
Baptism of the Lord: Isaiah 42:1-9; Matthew 3:13-17.    

 
January 19: Searching 

“What Are You Looking For?”   
Epiphany 2A: Isaiah 49:1-7; John 1:35-42.  

 
January 26: Following 
“Mending Their Nets” 

 Epiphany 3A: I Corinthians 1:10-12, 17-18;  
Matthew 4:12, 17-23.   

 
 

Worship Volunteers 
 
Communion Servers 
Bill Cadwell, Glenn Child, Theresa Child, Mary Good 
 
Coffee Hour 
January 5  The Andrews family 
January 12  The Johnson family 
January 19  Joan Bridges 
January 26  Michelle Snyder 
 
Lector 
January  5   Joan Zakor 
January  12  Kiri Rising 
January  19  Theresa Child 
January  26  David Cameron 
  
Greeters  
January Captain: Peter Morgan 
January  5   Shelly Saba, David Saba, Chris Robbins 
January  12  Woody Hughes, Barb Hughes, Josie Sheldon 
January  19  John Yohe, Amy Grella, Craig Grella 
January  26  Jason Rising, Kiri Rising, LuAnn McNickle 
 

 
Problems? Questions?  

Please call the office or contact: 
Greeters, Communion Servers: Margaret Zabo 

Acolytes: Jessica Baier 
Lectors: Joan Zakor 

Coffee Hour: Michelle Snyder 

 
 

A note for the Greeters/Ushers 
Greeters are reminded that they are also requested to assist in 
the offering collection on their assigned date.  If you switch 
greeter dates with someone else, please let the church office 
know so we may recognize the appropriate greeters each 
Sunday. 

mailto:davegreenpgh@aol.com
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From the Christian Ed. Director 

Greetings to you all! 
First I would like to say thank you 
to everyone who has made me feel 
welcomed here at Bower Hill. I 
have had so much fun getting to 
know everyone. If I haven’t had the 
pleasure of meeting you, please feel 
free to stop by and say hello! My 
office hours are Sunday mornings 
9:00 a.m. - 12 p.m. and Monday 
9:00 a.m. till 1:00 p.m. You can also 
contact me via email 
ma@bhccml.com or leave a mes-
sage for me in the church office. 
 
The great news is that everything is 
running smoothly. I cannot say 
enough about the talented Sunday 

School teachers here at Bower Hill. They amazed me with 
their willingness to jump right in to accomplish whatever 
task is thrown their way. The children here are truly blessed. 
 
As 2014 starts I look forward to planning VBS, program-
ming for middle school, and so much more! There are great 
things to come in 2014! Details will be coming soon! 
 
With Joy, 
 
Marla 
 
 
 
Communication Committee Update 
The Communication Committee has been working on quite a 
few projects this fall and we thought it was a good time to 
give you an update. We are in the process of creating four 

print ads that reach out to those who do 
not attend church. We are targeting to 
have them ready to publish in the Mt. 
Lebanon magazine and the Almanac in 
the March/April 2014 timeframe. A pew 
pamphlet with updated content and addi-
tional graphics should be ready in Janu-
ary 2014. We have started to mail a pack-
et of information to people who have 
moved in recently in close proximity to 
the church. Craig Grella has joined our 
committee. Craig, who is a web site de-
signer, has offered to help us redesign the 

web site. We expect to have the redesign web site available 
fairly soon. If there is not enough time to let you know when 
the web site will go live via the newsletter, we will com-
municate via office email and/or the bulletin. 

 

Jessica Baier 

Sunday: 6:30 a.m.— 11:00  p.m. 

Monday: 9:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m. 

Wednesday: 12:30 a.m.— 9:00  
p.m.  

Friday: 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. 

 
From the Director of 

Music Ministries 
Thank you to all who gave their gifts to share during 
the Advent and Christmas season, especially to the 
members of the Chancel and Handbell Choirs—both 
ensembles performed their own concerts for the mem-
bers of our congregation and our community.  Also 
special thanks to our instrumentalists, for providing 
music during Advent and for our Christmas Eve ser-
vice:  Jason Rising, Jason Robosky, Chris Robbins, 
Rich Salvante, and Amanda Vosburgh. 

Custodian Note:  Work Request Forms 
 

In order to facilitate better communication of build-
ing issues and maintenance concerns, we have creat-

ed a system of Work Request Forms.  
 

The forms are located in a small, black plastic box 
on the office counter 

 
If there is a concern, please fill out a card with as 
much information as possible. Please include your 
contact information, so that I may make you aware 

of the status of your request. You may leave the 
filled-out card on the secretary’s desk or in my fold-

er on the counter in the office. 
 

I hope this system will open up a better line of com-
munication for all involved. 

 
Thank you! 

 
Jim Askins 

BHCC Custodian  

Marla Kemmler 
ma@bhccml.com 

 
Sunday  

9:00 a.m. - 12 p.m.  
 

Monday  
9:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m. 

mailto:ma@bhccml.com
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Reflections on BHCC’s Latest Haiti Water Project Trip: From Steve Boisvert 
 

To see more about the latest Haiti Water Project trip, go to http://bhccinhaiti2.blogspot.com. 

 
In December of 2003, Deb and I became members of BHCC. Little did I know that this 
was the first step on the road to Haiti. In spite of reading the previous Haiti Water 
Team trips’ blogs, all of the training at Living Waters’ Clean Water U, and conversa-
tions with veteran team members, there was no way I could have imagined what a pro-
found adventure was in store for me. And what an adventure it was! 
 
It’s impossible not to fall in love with this beautiful and challenging country and its 
people. At the same time, how difficult it is to try to describe our recent trip. The gar-
dener in me was constantly delighted by the lush gardens and landscapes as we trav-
eled through the southwest corner of Haiti, even as the ever-present poverty of Haiti 
reminded me of the myriad of challenges facing our Haitian brothers and sisters. De-
spite the difficulties they face, our Haitian friends and partners maintain a wonderful 
combination of pride, joy, and faith. So many of the “problems” of life back home fad-
ed away to insignificance as the week progressed. As much as it is a cliché, you come 
home having learned and received so much more than you can “give” having been 

blessed enough to be able to actually see our water project in action. 
 
This became evident over the course of the week at our second site, Pastor Daniel’s orphanage. When we arrived in Torbeck 
Wednesday, we found out that the water building at the orphanage was not even close 
to being ready for the installation. From the looks of things, there was no way it would 
be completed before we had to leave. Oh we of little faith! Pastor Daniel assured us it 
would be ready Friday morning, giving us two, maybe three days to install and test the 
system, and train the operators. Thursday afternoon didn’t look much better, but we all 
began assembling components of the system outside, working until close to sundown. 
Our Haitian partners kept working on the building, working from 6:00 AM until 9:00 
PM. When we returned Friday morning, it was completed enough that we could begin 
installation of the system while work on completing the rest of the building was going 
on at the same time. By mid-afternoon, we had a working system in place. We were 
back on track for training the system operators and a joyful celebration Sunday. What 
a humbling experience that was. 
 
The system in Les Cayes presented the opposite test of our faith. The water building 
was ready and waiting for us Wednesday. Installation went like clockwork, until the on
-and-off-again city water system shut down Thursday just as we were ready to fill the cistern to supply the water system! Once 
again faith, patience and flexibility became our mantra and we headed to the orphanage. If push came to shove, we would order 
a water buffalo to fill the cistern to allow us to test the system and have a celebration Sunday as planned. Saturday city water 
returned and we had enough water in the cistern to complete testing, training, and have our celebration. 
 
As we got together Sunday night to reflect on the week, we were flying high, and yet acknowledged how much we had to learn 
about Haiti, its people and culture to work effectively with our partners in the long term. Providentially, our host at the guest-
house that night was Betsy Walls who has 30 years experience working with groups in Haiti. Long into the evening we picked 

her brains and discussed how much we have to learn and ponder how we would go for-
ward. Monday afternoon, as I boarded the plane, I was filled with mixed feelings. Anx-
ious to be home again and see Deb after being out of touch for most of the week, I was 
still wistful. All I could do was smile, knowing that I would be coming back to this 
wonderful and challenging place. 
Throughout the entire trip we all felt the presence of your prayers and support from 
home. All of the time and effort so many of you devoted to make the week possible was 
with us the entire time. It is indeed a privilege and a blessing to have been able to see 
the fruits of months of faithful commitment to our team and Haitian brothers and sisters. 
Thank you! 
 
 
 

The November 2013 Haiti Team 

The Torbeck Water Committee 

Les Cayes Water Celebration 
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OUR CHURCH STAFF 

 

 Rev. Dr. Brian Snyder, Pastor 

br@bhccml.com 

 

Company of Pastors 

 Rev. Grafton Eliason 

Rev. Dr. Betty Sykes 

Rev. Calvin C. Wilson 

 Rev. John Yohe 

 

Jessica Baier, Director of Music Ministries 

jessicambaier@gmail.com 

 

Marla Kemmler, Director of Christian Education  

and Youth Programs 

ma@bhccml.com 

 

Dianne Scott, Financial Secretary 

di@bhccml.com 

 

Emily Kerr, Secretary 

office@bhccml.com 

 

Jim Askins, Custodian      

                      
THE CHURCH OFFICE 

[412] 561-4114 

Monday - Friday   9:00 a.m.— 2:30 p.m. 

Bower Hill Community Church 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

Please pray for Our Care List 

70 Moffett Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15243 

Phone: 412-561-4114 
Fax: 412-561-2252 

E-mail: office@bhccml.com 
www.bhccml.com 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

Members and Friends of Bower Hill, 

We are saddened to report the death of Kurt Kerner, long time mem-
ber of Bower Hill Church and former treasurer.  Kurt passed quietly 
at Family Hospice at 6:45 on the morning of Thursday, December 
19, 2013.   

As per his wishes, the family will hold a memorial service at a later 
date, which will be announced.  Kurt was a much-loved and very 
faithful participant in the life of our congregation, giving many 
hours of service to the work of the Finance Committee right up until 
the time of his final illness.   

Please be in prayer for the Kerner and Bruder Family.   

 
Rev. Dr. Brian Snyder 


