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~ Like Grasshoppers ~ 

“It is the One who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are 
like grasshoppers, who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and 

spreads them like a tent to dwell in.”  
 

~ Isaiah 40:22  

Dear Members and Friends, 
Happy summer to you.  Welcome to our combined July / August edition of the Bower Hill newsletter.  

Churches, like schools, tend to get quieter during the summer months, but they do not go dormant.  Whatever 
your plans for this season, the staff and members of our church wish you a time of joy, and purpose, and spir-
itual growth. 

One of the longstanding summer traditions in our family is to spend a week at the Chautauqua Institu-
tion, where Michelle scurries between every last lecture, and class, and concert she can possibly squeeze in.  
Me?  Well, I take a more measured stride at Chautauqua.  I need an hour or two between presentations to rumi-
nate on what I’ve just seen or heard.  I go through the schedule at the beginning of the week and circle the sev-
eral events that appeal to me.  Then I spend the rest of the week sauntering around the grounds, sorting through 
used books that are for sale in the basement of the library, and rising early each morning to attend Holy Eucha-
rist at the Episcopal chapel.  They’re two very different approaches to Chautauqua—and frankly, to life in gen-
eral.  But both work.   

One year, an engineer lectured about her work in the Okavango Delta of Botswana (a place where I’ve 
spent some time, incidentally, and nearly perished with thirty other missionaries in a pontoon boat accident—a 
story for another time).  The Delta is an immensely beautiful place, a vast green oasis in a khaki-colored land.  
But the engineer was meeting with all the hassles and disappointments that befall first-worlders in Africa.  She 
was working and living in canvas tents without electricity, and the heat was inescapable.  Machines didn’t 
work.  People showed up late, or not at all.  The bugs were making her crazy.  The hippos and lions and hyenas 
were exotic, but actually kind of scary.  Her work—whatever it was, I don’t recall—was going nowhere, it 
seemed.  And she did what many seem to do these days: she shared all her anger and dissatisfaction on Twitter.  
Unexpectedly, she got a reply from an astronaut who, unbeknownst to her, had been following her work, and 
who was circling the globe in a satellite.  The message said, “Thanks for your amazing work!  Here’s a photo 
of the Okavango Delta today from up here in space.”  And there was a picture, just taken, of that astoundingly 
beautiful place as seen from the heavens.  It was a great, delicate swirl in varying shades of blue and many tints 
of green.  The broad sweep of the great Zambesi River looked like the inspired brushstroke of a master painter.  
The dun-colored Kalahari Desert pushed in from all sides, framing the otherworldly beauty of the scene.  But…
it wasn’t “otherworldly.”  It was exactly this—worldly, but this world as seen from a perspective greater than 
the tired, frustrated engineer could know.  So, the engineer and her team went back to work reinvigorated, 
knowing that they were not just being assaulted by mosquitoes and flies, but taking part in a grand tableau of 
unspeakable loveliness and life.  It restored their hope and joy for another day of labor in that difficult place.   

It’s so easy to get “lost in the weeds” of life that we miss the greater perspective.  (After all, Isaiah does 
compare human beings to grasshoppers!)  I would encourage you, during these bright summer days, to spend 
some time gazing down at your life—and perhaps the life of our church—from a satellite.  Notice the blues and 
greens and the big, empty tan places.  What are you grateful for?  What did you do right?  What person, or de-
cision, or influence made all the difference for you?  Isn’t it funny how even the desert places have their part in 
the beauty of it all?  It’s important to remember that life is more than the way we’re living it just now; it’s more 
than what we see just at this moment.  There’s an intention, and a meaning, and a beauty that we don’t always 
see.  

       In Christ’s Peace, 
             ~Brian 
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Worship Plans 
 
 

July 1:  6th Sunday after Pente-
cost, Communion 

II Samuel 1:1-4, 17-27; Mark 5:21-43 
 

July 8:  7th Sunday after Pentecost 

Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure, Parish Associate, preaching  
 

July 15:  8th Sunday after Pentecost 

II Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19; Mark 6:14-29 
 

July 22:  9th Sunday after Pentecost 

Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure, Parish Associate, preaching  
 

July 29:  10th Sunday after Pentecost 

II Samuel 11:1-15; John 6:1-21 
 

————————————————— 

 
 

Worship Plans 

 

August 5:  11th Sunday after 
Pentecost, Communion 

II Samuel 11:26-12:13a; John 6:24-35  
 

August 12 :  12th Sunday after Pentecost 

II Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33; John 6:35, 41-51 
 

August 19:  13th Sunday after Pentecost 

I Kings 2:10-12, 3:3-14, Ephesians 5:15-20 
 

August 26:  14th Sunday after Pentecost 

I Kings 8:22-30, 41-43; Ephesians 6:10-20 

BHCC Summer Bible Study 

The weekly lectionary discussion series 
began in June and will continue during 
the summer months.  The Rev. Dr. Fred 
Leasure, Parish Associate, and church 
member Peter Smith hope you can join 
them each Sunday at 10:45 a.m., in the 
Friendship Room, as they lead a discus-
sion of the day’s scripture readings.  
Come for the change of pace and some 
lively discussion. 

A tremendous “thank you!” to pianist Margaret Zabo, who 
graciously filled in for me in May and June.  We are blessed to 
have you!  
 
Please remember that we still have three "pick-up" choir Sun-
days over the summer, on which all are invited to rehearse in 
the sanctuary at 9:00 a.m. and then sing the anthem in the ser-
vice the same day.  The "pick-up" choir Sundays are  

July 15 & 29, and August 12.  I look forward to continuing our 
music-making over the summer! 

From the Director of Music Ministries 
Anne Carper Smith—an@bhccml.com 

PONDERINGS FROM THE PA 
 

Summer is upon us. (Sometimes the 
weather doesn't quite get the message!)  
In any event, it is known as the time for 
picnics, pools, and parties.  A time for 
families to head off to new places or 
comfort in traditional getaways.  Cer-

tainly a much loved time of year. 
 
So, what does summer mean for the church?  It is 
traditionally a time of lower attendance.  Staff often 
take vacations and ask for volunteers to fill their slot.  
It may be a time for more casual worship, when 
coats and ties are abandoned and windows are 
opened to the sound of children on the playground or 
birds chirping from the trees.  For committees, it is a 
time for planning and thinking about new programs. 
 
What does summer mean for your faith journey?   
Is it a time to shelve God till fall or can it be an op-
portunity to be more sensitive to beauty, other peo-
ple, and the direction your life is taking.  Consider a 
moment to read a Psalm a day.  Plan for more envi-
ronment-friendly picnic service items. Invite some-
one to come along that needs a boost from compan-
ionship. 
 
Remember that your vacation can be part of your 
vocation as a Christian.  Never forget to do some-
thing that helps to make our community whole! 
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 Session Responsibilities (2018-2019) 
 
 Clerk of Session — Bill Cadwell 
 
 Church Treasurer — Gordon Mitchell 
 
 Commissioner to Presbytery — Keith Mason (Cathy Morgan) 
 

Administration and Personnel Finance and Stewardship 
 
Off-Session Chair:  Rick Jacobs Off-Session Chair:  Phil Johnson 
Session Member:  Susan Hicks Session Member:  Mike Riemer 
 
Adult Education Mission and Outreach 
 
Session Chair:  Linda James Session Chair:  Steve Boisvert 
Session Member:  Sam Kidder Session Member:  Kara Pepicelli 
 
Building and Grounds Nominating  
 
Session Chair:  Ben Boisvert Session Chair:  Amber Grier 
Session Member:  Dave Hicks Session Member:  Glenn Child 
 
Christian Education Parish Life 
 
Off-Session Chair:  Carolyn Boisvert Session Chair:  Theresa Child 
Session Member:  Deb Carter Session Member:  Kristen Mackey 
 
Communication (Evangelism Subcommittee) Worship and Music 
 
Session Chair:  Glenn Child Off-Session Chair:  Sally Child 
Session Member:  Theresa Child Session Member:  Karl Casey 
 
Evangelism Youth Ministries 
 
Session Chair:  Keith Mason Session Chair:  Kent Jones 
Session Member:  Rich Salvante  Session Member:  Tim Lease 

 

An Opportunity to Have a Stake (a Real One!) in Sandi’s Garden 
 
Many thanks to all who donated plants and seeds to Sandi’s Garden.  The beds are planted, and we’ve 
even begun delivering produce to SHIM.  At SHIM, we are known as the “Hot Pepper Garden,” since 
we always have nearly 200 hot pepper plants!  This year, we had two major donations of hot peppers 
and have run out of stakes to hold them up.  You can remedy this problem by donating a stake or two 
(or more) to the garden.  Small stakes, 2-4 feet and not too thick, can be placed in the Sandi’s Garden 
Donation Station at any time.  
 

Don’t forget that we still need volunteers to keep the garden watered this summer and fall.  There are 
still plenty of weeks open. 
 

The clients of SHIM’s food pantries are very grateful for the opportunity to provide their families 
with fresh, organic produce that is generally out of reach for food-insecure families.  The hot peppers are especially 
welcomed by the refugee families as a reminder of home.  Thank you for your generous support of a BHCC mission 
in its sixth year as we are called to help take care of our brothers and sisters. 
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Youth Group Updates 

July 23-27 – Junior Day Camp week from 9:30 a.m. until noon each day.   
Youth in grades 6 and up are needed to help lead Jr. Day Camp for our preschool and kindergarten children.    
 
Saturday, August 18 — Overnight lock-in at the church!   

 
Shim Mission Opportunity 

Each summer, over 100 refugee children enjoy summer fun and learning at South Hills Interfaith Ministries’ Kamp 
Kaleidoscope.  Southminster Presbyterian Church prepares bag lunches for the campers.  Please join us in the kitch-
en at Southminster from 7:00—8:00 p.m. on the following Mondays:  July 2, July 9, July 16, July 23, July 30.  For 
more information, contact Stacy Hefferin (412-343-9686) or (slhefferin@yahoo.com). 
 
CE Updates 

Now hiring for Nursery—With Meghan Boulden’s departure, we are seeking an adult (must be 18 years or older), 
to work Sunday mornings in the Nursery.  If you know of anyone who may be interested, please contact Amy at 
am@bhccml.com or the church office. 
 
Summer Sunday School and Nursery Coverage 

During the summer, children from preschool through completed second grade will be combined during the worship 
service.  Older youth in completed grades 3-5 can join us as junior helpers during this time.  Children should remain 
in worship until the Children's Sermon.  Then they will be escorted to room 110 (downstairs lounge) for games, 
crafts, and playground enjoyment.  Parents should pick up their children from room 110 following worship.  As al-
ways, childcare for infants and toddlers will be available in the nursery during the worship service. 
 
Children’s Pageant Survey results 

The CE Committee recently solicited input from families with CE-aged children in order to plan for this year’s 
Christmas Children’s Pageant.  We were happy with the volume of responses to the survey.  The Children’s Pageant 
is being planned for Sunday, December 16, during our regular worship service at 9:30 a.m.  The committee is now 
in the process of reviewing the remainder of the general improvement ideas for next year.   
Thank you for your feedback and input! 

From the Director of Christian Education and Youth Programs 
Amy Grella — am@bhccml.com 

 

A Special note of appreciation from our Family Promise guests: 
 
Dear Bower Hill Volunteers, 
 
To say thank you for everything you have done is almost comical.  This has been a 
very eventful week and you have done everything in your power to make it as 
comfortable as possible for our family, and we truly appreciate it.  This experience 
has made us believe that there are good people left in this crazy world.  Sometimes 
at these low points in life, it is easy to forget that, so thank you for renewing our faith as well 
as meeting our needs.  We want you to know that when possible, we will pay your kindness for-
ward in some way.  We could never do enough to express our gratitude or equal the kindness 
you have shown us but we will do our best.   
           With all our gratitude, 
            Travis, Shelley, Noah and Jr. 

mailto:am@bhccml.com
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Community Notes 
Want to be included on this page?  Submissions are typically due the 15th of every month  

for the next month’s publication (unless otherwise announced). 412-561-4114 or office@bhccml.com 

Senior Men’s Breakfast 

Group  

   The senior men's breakfast group 
   will meet again on Tuesdays, July 3  

   and August 7.  The meeting time is 
   8:00 a.m., and the location is the Kings Restau-
rant on Route 50 near the end of Greentree Road, in 
Scott.  The group meets in the room to the left of the 
cashier, and no reservation is necessary.  Usually 6-
10 church members attend and are welcome to an 
unstructured discussion of any topic that comes to 
mind.  Join us! 
 
 
Western PA Diaper Bank  

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the April-
June collection of disposable diapers.  Your gener-
osity enabled us to deliver 696 diapers to SHIM on 
June 19.  The next quarterly collection of disposable 
baby and adult diapers is in September.   
 
Sizes 4, 5 and 6 are most in need for babies.  XL 
diapers are needed for the geriatric population.  The 
collection container is the Pack’N Play, which is 
located in the hallway directly outside of the Nurse-
ry. 
 
Tax-deductible monetary donations are accepted by 
making your check payable to WPA Diaper Bank 
and mailing it to 2546 Centre Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 
15219.  Please note our church name on the Memo 
line.  Your donation is appreciated! 
 
Please save coupons for disposable diapers that you 
collect but don’t use, and place them in the envelope 
near the Pack’N Play. 
 
 

Sanctuary Flower / Donation Dedications 

If you are interested in purchasing 
sanctuary flowers or making a do-
nation to the charity of your choice 
as a dedication in memory/honor of 
a loved one, please contact the 
church office to request a form.  

Available Sunday dates are as follows:  July 15, 
September 23, and December  9. 

 
Bookworms 

BHCC’s ladies’ book discussion group 
meets monthly on the fourth Tuesday at 
7:30 p.m. in Room 103 for  fellowship and 
discussion of a chosen title.  Everyone is 
welcome to read the book for the month and 
join the discussion.  
 
The following books have been selected for the summer 
months.  

July 24 — Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly 
 

August 28 — Born a Crime by Trevor Noah 

 
 
Unity Food Pantry Collection 

Our upcoming collection dates will be Sundays, July 8 
and August 12.  During the summer, chil-
dren do not have access to the free or subsi-
dized breakfasts and lunches that keep them 
healthy throughout the school year.  So that 
these children do not go hungry during sum-
mer months, Unity Food Pantry provides its 

client families with extra bags of food.  The greatest 
needs at Unity Food Pantry are for peanut butter, canned 
tuna, macaroni and cheese, cold cereals, and cereal bars. 

Donations of any non-perishable food items are always 
welcomed.  Collection bins are located in the hallways 
outside the church office and the narthex.   
 
 

Newsletter Deadline Notice 

 The deadline for the September Kickoff edition of the 
newsletter is August 15. 

 Newsletter volunteers will meet next on August 23.  
There will be no mailing to fold in July. 

 Please call the office with any questions. 
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2018 SUMMER WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS – July / August 2018   

 

* NOTE for GREETERS:   Jeff Carper volunteers weekly as available. 
 

How Can You Help Local Flood Victims? 

On Wednesday, June 20, the South Hills received 4 1/2 inches of rain in just 20 minutes resulting in one tragic 
drowning fatality and causing extensive damage in many areas, especially along McLaughlin Run which flows 
through Upper St Clair and Bridgeville.  Some areas in Bridgeville were especially hard hit.  Holy Child Catholic 
Church and First United Methodist Church, both in Bridgeville, are two congregations requesting donations for 
flood victims.  If you would like to help our neighbors in need, the following items are being collected and distributed by each 
church: 
 
First United Methodist Church, 244 Station Street, Bridgeville, PA  15017 — (412) 221-5577 
Requests:  All Cleaning Supplies, especially Borax and Sponge Mops; Gift Cards, especially Walmart, Target, Home Depot. 
 
Holy Child Catholic Church, 212 Station Street, Bridgeville, PA  15017—(412) 221-5213 
Requests:  Small Appliances, Furniture, Washers, Dryers  
Note:         As there is little storage space, please call the Church and give contact information regarding your donation.   
Clothing is not being collected at this time.  
 
Brentwood Bank is also collecting contributions for the flood victims.  
Checks should be payable to the “Bridgeville Borough” and for "Bridgeville Flood Victims”,  
Brentwood Bank, Attention: Bridgeville Flood Victims, 3039 Washington Pike, Bridgeville, PA  15017—(412) 446-2265 

  
DATE 

Usher Captains & 
GREETERS 

COMMUNION 
COFFEE 
HOUR/ 
FAMILY 

  
FLOWER 
DEACON 

  
SEXTON 

  

  
SOUNDBOARD 

  

July 1 

July Captain:  
Sam Kidder 

------------------------- 
Tim/Darenda Lease 

Jean Miewald 
Margaret Zabo 

Chris/Ruth Robbins 
Andrews 

  
Anne 

 Mitchell 

  

 Bill Cadwell 

  

 Peter Morgan 

July 8 
Kara Pepicelli 
Margaret Zabo 

  Johnson 

  
Doris 

Olinger 
 

Tim Lease 

  

Bill Andrews 

July 15 
  

Druckenbrod Family 
  

  Snyder 

  
Nancy 
Green 

Glenn Child 

  
Glenn Child 

July 22 Gibbs Family   Mitchell 

  
Josie 

Sheldon 
Glenn Child 

  
Bob Mackey 

July 29 
 

McAnulty Family 
 

  
Glenn/Sally 

Child 
Val  

Watterson 
Bill Andrews 

  
Peter Morgan 

August 5 
Captain:  Nick Gibbs 
------------------------- 

Sally Child, Rick Jacobs 

Bethany Gibbs 
Mike Riemer 

Jason Robosky 
Donna Williams 

Carter 
Betsy  

Hohlfelder 
Bill Cadwell 

  

 Nathan Ivey 

August 12 

 
Captain:  Sam Kidder  

------------------------- 
Ed Hanke / TBD 

  Kocher 
Darenda 
 Lease 

Tim Lease 

 

Bill Andrews 

August 19 
Captain:  Sam Kidder  

------------------------- 
Steve/Deb Boisvert 

  Belardi 
Phyllis  
Madden 

Dick Headley 

  

Glenn Child 

August 26 
Captain:  Sam Kidder  

------------------------- 
Mary Beth Waine / TBD 

  Robbins 
Cynthia  
Gissin 

Jean Miewald 

  

Bob Mackey 
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Flood-Damaged Church to Worship in Our Chapel! 

 On June 20, when McLaughlin Run flooded low-lying areas of Bridgeville and 

Upper St. Clair, the First Baptist Church of Bridgeville, on Bower Hill Road, was all 

but destroyed. Floors, ceilings, walls, furniture, and belongings like choir robes and 

Bibles were ruined.  Floodwaters got under the basement flooring, seeping into the 

earth below and causing walls to buckle.  Pastor Flo Demus says, “The smell is unbe-

lievable.”  The mainly African American congregation has been in existence for 115 

years, but the flood damage is an enormous blow to both morale and finances.   

 

Bower Hill Church received a call from Rev. Liddy Barlow, who directs Christian Associates of 

Southwest Pennsylvania—the local office of the National Council of Churches.  Rev. Barlow asked if we 

might have space that could be used temporarily by First Baptist.  The request came just prior to our June ses-

sion meeting, so I asked Pastor Demus to come and see some of the lesser-used rooms in the south wing of our 

building.  With her came Deacon Ray.  (A deacon is the Baptist equivalent to a Presbyterian ruling elder.)  

Deacon Ray reminisced fondly about the days when he and his friends used to walk up to Bower Hill Church 

from Bridgeville for our raucous Thursday night dances.  The pastor and deacon agreed that our chapel was 

the perfect size for their congregation, which meets at 11:00 a.m. on Sundays, 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, and 

holds choir practice at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays.  (Friday evening choir practice?  That’s commitment!)  Pastor 

Demus said, “We can be flexible, but it would be good for morale if we could keep all the programs running 

the same as before.”  They also asked for the use of a few classrooms that we do not use during the summer 

months.   

 

On June 25, session unanimously and enthusiastically agreed to help our neighbors in need.  We do 

not know how long First Baptist will be using our building, but the relationships we build now may last many 

years into the future.  If their stay extends into the fall, we will have to negotiate some space-sharing in the 

south wing—which is the least we can do.  There are three additional rooms at that end of the building that are 

never used except when we host Family Promise, not to mention the now-vacant Braillist rooms in the north 

end.  In the meantime, let’s see this as an opportunity to be in relationship with fellow Christians whom we 

would otherwise never get to know.  I’ve encouraged members of First Baptist to show up a little early for 

worship so that they can join us for coffee hour.  Make an effort to introduce yourself and strike up conversa-

tions.  Pastor Demus and I are working to come up with ways that we might occasionally worship together, do 

mission together, and perhaps engage in educational events together.  She was enthusiastic about helping with 

various missions of our church, and thought it might be a good experience for her church members to host a 

meal for Family Promise.  Do you have any ideas about these things? 

 

Our building was erected in the days of the thriving institutional church.  It was meant to be a thing of 

beauty, pointing the soul toward higher truths than the earthly.  But more than that, it was intended to be a tool 

for ministry and mission.  Despite the growth and increased youthfulness of our congregation, the building has 

sometimes felt a bit unwieldy in recent years.  But this is an opportunity to do real ministry 

with the physical resources we’ve inherited.  Please join the session and me in making our 

new friends feel welcome at Bower Hill Church. 

Yours in Christ, 

~Brian 
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THE CHURCH OFFICE 

[412] 561-4114 

Monday - Friday   9:00 a.m.— 2:30 p.m. 

Bower Hill Community Church 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

70 Moffett Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15243 

Phone: 412-561-4114 
Fax: 412-561-2252 

E-mail: office@bhccml.com 
www.BowerHillChurch.org 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

Please pray for Our Care List 
Davis Gray 

Lauren Kocher 

Betty Mancini, Canterbury Place, 310 Fisk St., #507, Pgh., PA  15201 

LuAnne Pattison (former  member) 

 

Sunday Transportation 

Need a ride to worship? The deacons would like to 
provide a ride to worship for members who need one.  
Please contact the church office several days before 
Sunday worship, and someone will help schedule your 
ride. 

 

Are you willing to give a ride? 

The deacons are always looking for people who might be willing to 
give rides to church. There are several people who do not dr ive who 
might come to church if they had a ride. If you would be willing to 
offer rides, please call the church office at 412-561-4114.  


