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~PROMISES, PROMISES~ 

 
“The person who is slowest in making a promise is most faithful 

in its performance.”  ~Jean-Jacques Rousseau~  

Dear Member and Friends, 

  
 The New Year is a time for making promises…mostly to ourselves.  And everybody knows that a promise to 
yourself is the hardest kind to keep.  A promise almost always needs a witness—or even a cloud of witnesses—to hold 
us to it.  Back in seminary, just before Michelle and I got married, I took a class called “pastoral arts,” which was sup-
posed to teach us little tricks of the trade, like how to baptize a baby without making him or her cry.  The professor was 

Craig Barnes, former pastor of Shadyside Presbyterian Church in the city, and now president of Princeton Seminary.  As 
the academic year drew to a close, we were given several choices for a final exam.  We had to write an entire ceremony 
from scratch.  It could be a baptism, a wedding, or a funeral.  Since I was getting married at the end of the month, I chose 
to write a wedding ceremony for us to use on the big day.  I worked hard at that ceremony, chopping up pieces of Scrip-
tural books and putting them into the text.  I tried to use excerpts from the Song of Solomon, but both Michelle and I 
found it embarrassingly lovey.  Of course, all weddings contain little fragments of First John (“God is love…”) and First 
Corinthians 13 (“The greatest of these is love…”).  I tried to be original.  I tried to use fresh, creative language.  But I 
must admit that I cringe whenever I look back at that old wedding bulletin, which my sister-in-law preserved forever in a 
scrapbook.   Dr. Barnes gave me an A- on the project.  He said he didn’t have the heart to give me a B on my own wed-
ding.   

 
Having been married well over a decade, I see now that the worst part of my homemade ceremony was the 

vows.  I’d been single all my life.  I didn’t even fully understand what we were promising each other.  It would have 
been far better if I’d relied on the ancient wisdom of the church and used the traditional vows.  Their words are more 
poetic and far more meaningful than the ones I wrote.   And now, as a minister, I never allow couples to write their own 
vows.  (Call that hypocrisy, or call it learning from my own mistakes. )  They can write declarations of love and devotion 
that precede the vows, but those things cannot replace the vows.  I insist that couples use the vows, word-for-word, as 
they’re written in my little blue book.  It’s a promise far too sacred to be trifled with.  It’s a promise so serious that it 
must be attended by at least a single witness—and preferably more.   

 
Think of all the times you’ve given your solemn word!  Oaths, vows, pledges of allegiance, promises to loved 

ones.  There have been wedding vows, for many of us, and baptismal vows, whether as the parents or as members of the 
congregation.  There have been ordination vows to the office of elder or deacon.  Some have taken oaths of office, or 
courtroom, or profession.  In fact, if you’re a member of Bower Hill Church, then you’ve made a public promise to fol-
low as best you can in the way of Christ and to participate faithfully in the life of our congregation.    

 
All the living world depends upon the making and the keeping of promises.  We make our promises, but then our 

promises turn around and make us.  They define us and clear a path through the chaos of this world for us.  As 2015 
dawns, instead of taking on yet more New Year’s resolutions, might we renew our commitment to the many promises 
we’ve made years ago?   Promises to God, to each other, to ourselves!  The biblical term for this is “keeping covenant,” 
and it’s a beautiful thing. 

 
In Christ’s Peace, 

~Brian 
 
 
 

 



 

Senior Men’s Group: Wednesdays 
Senior men’s breakfast will meet  first Wednesdays  through 
April 2015. The group convenes at 8:00 a.m. at Kings Res-
taurant on Rte. 50, Washington Pike, near the end of Green-
tree Road, in Scott. There is no agenda other than good fel-
lowship and interesting conversation. No invitation or reser-
vation is needed. We meet in the room to the left of the 
cashier. Typically six to 10 men attend. Join us. 
 
 
 

Bookworms  
Bookworms is our ladies’ book discussion group. It 
meets on the third Tuesday of each month at 7:30 
p.m. in Room 103 at BHCC,  for fellowship and dis-
cussion of a chosen title. Everyone is welcome to read 
the book for the month and join the discussion.  

 
January 20: Transatlantic by Colum McCann 

 
February 17:  All the Light We Can Not See  

by Anthony Doerr 
 
 
 
Yoga Offered for All Ability Levels 
All-Levels Yoga is offered in the Lounge on Tuesdays at 
9:30 a.m. Please bring a yoga mat and a beach towel. The 
cost is $8.  Proceeds from the class will be donated back to 
the church.  For additional information, please contact Carla 
at 704-258-4900 or follow on Facebook at “Carla Ann 
Drummond Yoga.”  
 
 
 
Food pantry collection 
The next collection date for Wallace Food Pantry is January 
11.  The Pantry collects food items that they will need to 
provide supplies to all their client families.  Low-sodium 

food and cereals, baby food and staples like oat-
meal and peanut butter are always appreciated.     
 
 
 
 

Flea Market Results 
Thanks to the hard work and generous donations from our 
members, the Fall Flea Market made $3,158.  When added 
to the total of the Spring Flea Market and other sales made 
in between the two flea markets, during pricing and on 
Craig's list, the total for the year is $6,751.05. 

 
The results are especially gratifying since we had a long lull 
during the late morning and early afternoon due to icy con-
ditions outside. Despite the weather (or maybe because of 
the weather), our guests enjoyed the homemade soups 
(chicken noodle, potato and chili) and we sold out of all 
three. We also sold out of the baked goods. The Bower Hill 
Boutique (aka Nancy’s Nook in honor of Nancy Andrews) 
was popular as usual and in addition to necklaces, bracelets 
and earrings, the ladies at the jewelry table sold $50 worth 
of metal crosses (and other items) made by our friend from 
Haiti, Frantzou.  
 
Following the Flea Market, most of the items were repacked 
and taken back upstairs for the next flea market. The rest 
was put into boxes for donation to Goodwill, but we actual-
ly found a man on Craig’s List who paid us $1.00 per box. 
Hopefully, he can make a little money off what we were 
unable to sell.  
 
So, thank you to everyone who donated items, made soup 
and baked goods for the snack bar, helped with pricing, 
brought down the boxes from the loft (the Boy Scouts-who 
also took the boxes back up!), and helped with set up and 
clean up as well as to our cashiers, floaters and helpers who 
manned the jewelry table, Nancy’s Nook and Snack Bar on 
the day of the sale. Your contributions are greatly appreciat-
ed.  
 
 
 
From The House Committee 
In order to keep the narthex clear of plastic bins for the col-
lection of food pantry items, clothing donations and other 
such material, the bins have been moved.  They are now 
located to the left of the right-hand door into the sanctu-
ary.  There are also bins outside the church office. Please 
contact the office with any concerns. 
 
 

Community Notes 
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January 05 Erik Johnson 
 
January 07 Drake Robbins 
 
January 08 Betty Winnett 
 
January 09 Mary Ann Scott 
 
January 10 Pat Jacobs 
 
January 11 Lynn Mezyk 
   
January 13  Sydney Saba 
 
January 14  Phyllis Madden 
 
 
 
 
 

 
January 16  Richard Rothrock 
 
January 18 Emily Bailey 
 
January 21  Bev Burke 
  Ellie Marcovsky 
 
January 22  Lee Ferrero 
  Dave Hicks 
 
January 24 Mary Lou Frock 
  Lindsay Bruder 
  Julian Salvante 
 
January 26 Inese Baumhammers 
  Brian Snyder 
 
January 27  Adam Andrews 
 
January 28  Sally Child 
  Tyler Ryfun 
 
 
 
 
 
January 31 Julia Snead 
  Katherine Gallagher 

  Nathan Rising 

 
Please take a moment to read through 
the names, pray for them, and offer 

them your best wishes!  
 

If your name is not listed, it is because 
the church office does not have  

your information. 

 

 

Oh, the weather outside is frightful, but our cocoa (and coffee and teas) are 
delightful! 

As winter sets in, now is the time to enjoy our organic Fair Trade cocoa as well as our coffee 
(now in handy K-cups!) and organic teas. Warm yourself up in two ways: enjoy a wonderful 
hot beverage and support farmers around the world through fair compensation for their 
toils. The Presbyterian Coffee Project, in cooperation with other denominations and the 
Equal Exchange Cooperative, supports small-scale farmers by eliminating the many distribu-
tion layers that traditionally siphon off profits from the people who actually grow the cocoa, 
coffee and teas. In addition, profits are redirected back to the farmers’ communities where 
they have a say in how the lives of their communities can best be improved. Through this 
cooperative model, communities have built schools and health centers. PCUSA's Enough for 
Everyone Program has collaborated with Equal Exchange since 2001. 

If you haven't been supporting this program, please consider purchasing some of our Fair 
Trade products. Coffee is $8.00 per 12-ounce bag or box of 12 single-serve cups. Teas are $4.00 for a box of 20 
tea bags and cocoa is $6.00 per can. We have an honor system where you can pick up your coffee, tea and/or cocoa 
in Room 202 (formerly known as the nursery) on the way from the sanctuary to Fellowship Hall and place your 
check or cash in the offering plate marked "Coffee/Tea/Cocoa." Fair Trade products are a great way to help small-
scale farmers around the world support their families with pride and dignity. 
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January Worship Information 

 
January 4 

Communion, Epiphany Sunday 
Isaiah 60:1-6, Matthew 2:1-12 

 
January 11 

Baptism of the Lord Sunday 
Genesis 1:1-5, Mark 1:4-11 

 
January 18 

2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
I Samuel 3:1-10, John 1:43-51 

 
January 25 

3rd Sunday after Epiphany 
Jonah 3:1-5, Mark 1:14-20 

 
 
 

USHER CAPTAIN:  Karl Casey 
 

COMMUNION SERVERS 
Kiri Rising, Jason Rising 
 
COFFEE HOUR 
January 4       Cameron Family 
January 11     Mackey Family  
January 18     Doris Olinger  
January 25     Hughes Family   
 
LECTOR  
January 4       Cynthia Gissin  
January 11     Mike Riemer 
January 18     Josie Sheldon 
January 25     Jason Robosky 
 
GREETERS 
January 4      Bill Andrews, Nancy Andrews, Emily Bailey 
January 11   Andy Baumhammers, Inese Baumhammers, Kirsten 
      Bruder 
January 18     
January 25    Glenn Child, James Cannon, Sarah Cannon 
 
 
 
 

A note for the Greeters/Ushers 
Greeters are reminded that they are also requested to assist in 
the offering collection on their assigned date.  If you switch 
greeter dates with someone else, please let the church office 
know so we may recognize the appropriate greeters each Sun-
day. 

Worship Volunteers 

January 4:   De-deck the Halls - No Adult Ed 

January 11: Elder  David Green will lead a discussion 
from the Living the Question series. This week's topic 
will be "Debunking the Rapture." 

January 18: The Rev. Dr . Brian Snyder  will continue 
his series on spirituality and theology in our lives and the 
life of the church. 

January 25: Learn about the Tunnels to Towers Pro-
ject’s “Smart House” for severely wounded Afghanistan 
veteran Marine Sgt. Doug Vitale and his courageous 
comeback from this tragedy, and see how he and his wife 
Alexis cope with this handicap in today’s world. 

February 1: The Capital Campaign Celebration of 
the Haiti Water Project will be held during the Adult 
Education time. Participants will be able to visit different 
stations to learn more about what goes on during the Hai-
ti Travel Team trips to Haiti. All church members are 
invited to the celebration. 

February 8: Greg Roman from the Jewish Federation 
of Pittsburgh will discuss how the Jewish and Presbyteri-
an communities of Pittsburgh are working together to 
maintain mutual respect. 

February 15: The Rev. Dr . Br ian Snyder  will contin-
ue his series on spirituality and theology in our lives and 
the life of the church. 

February 22: BHCC's Mission Committee will screen 
Part One of the film "A Place at the Table" which focus-
es on addressing the issue of hunger in America and how 
it can be eliminated. 

March 1: BHCC's Mission Committee will screen 
Part Two of the film "A Place at the Table" which focus-
es on addressing the issue of hunger in America and how 
it can be eliminated. 

Adult Education and Schedule 

Now that the whirlwind of Thanks-
giving, Christmas and New Year’s 
has subsided, don’t let yourself fall 
into the doldrums, hibernating both 
physically and mentally. The Adult 

Education committee has been working diligently to as-
semble a lively and thought-provoking series of classes 
this winter to keep you stimulated and engaged. We meet 
in the Friendship Room each Sunday morning from 10:45-
11:45 after a time of fellowship following Sunday morn-
ing worship. Please join our growing group of members 
for an hour which we believe will become a rewarding 
part of your Sunday mornings. 
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 Marla Kemmler 
ma@bhccml.com 

 
Sunday  

9:00 a.m. - 12 p.m.  
 

Monday  
9:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m. 

 
 

Christmas Pageant Appreciation 

On December 21, the children of the church presented the first 
ever Christmas pageant produced by our very own 5th and 6th 
grade class.  

There are not enough words to say how proud I am of Lindsay 
Bruder, Leo Geis, Ellie Rising, Sydney Saba, and Madelyn Sal-
vante.  These amazing young people organized the music, cast 
and costumes for the pageant. There is no doubt that the next 
generation of Bower Hill kids will be amazing!  

The 5th and 6th class would like to thank Joan Bridges, Rich Sal-
vante, Amy Grella and ALL the other kids who participated in 
the pageant. Without your help and support, we would not have 
had a Christmas Pageant.  

Happy New Year! 
_____________________________________ 

Calling all Volunteers 
 

Do you have a heart for children?  
 
Do you like to learn about God through 
children's eyes?  
 
If so, why not volunteer in Children's 
Worship for just one Sunday! 

 
Children's Worship meets every Sunday in the Chapel follow-
ing the children's sermon. Volunteers do not need to plan 
anything just come as you are and enjoy learning about God 
though the Children's eyes.  
 
Open Dates: 
January 11 
January 18 
January 25 
 
February 1 
February 8 
February 15 
February 22 
 
Please contact Marla with the date you would like to volun-
teer at ma@bhccml.com . 
 
Marla Kemmler 
Christian Education Director 

NEW MUSIC DIRECTOR 

Please welcome our new Music Director, 
Anne Carper Smith, who will begin her 
tenure at Bower Hill Community Church on 
January 5, 2015.  She was baptized at West-
minster Presbyterian Church in Upper St. 

Clair by Laird Stewart.  Anne is a graduate of Northwestern 
University’s Bienen School of Music and studied piano and 
organ with William C. Evans.   After college, Anne taught mu-
sic in public schools in the Chicagoland area before moving 
back to Pittsburgh. She lives in Mt. Lebanon with her husband 
Andy, their daughters Leah and Caroline, and their dog Misty.  

Baby Book Shower for the 
Mackey Family 
Robert, Kristen and big sister Elaine are 
expecting a baby girl, due to arrive around 
the end of January.  The Mackeys love to 

read together.  Please join us during coffee hour on Sunday, 
January 11, to shower  baby Mackey with children’s 
books to help grow the Mackey family library. 

Snow Play and Game Night 
 
On Saturday, January 17, Parish Life 
will host a fun-filled evening at the 
church.  If there is snow on the ground, 
come with your snow gear on and play 

in the snow on the church lawn at 4:00 p.m., followed by 
hot chocolate while we warm up inside.   
 
If there is no snow on the ground or playing in the snow is 
not your thing, then join us at 5:00 p.m. for pizza and 
games.  Bring your favorite games to share.   
 
Cost is $5.00/person or $10.00/family.  Please sign up on 
the bulletin board to let us know that you are planning to 
attend. 

All are welcome! 

Family Promise Schedule for 2015 

The schedule for hosting for Family Promise has been 
announced.  BHCC will host five weeks in 2015 begin-
ning on Sundays January 4, March 22, May 24, August 
23, and November 15.  If you have participated in host-
ing in the past, we will be in touch with you a couple of 
weeks before each hosting week begins.  If you have not 
volunteered but would like to start, you can talk to Jean 
Miewald, Darenda Lease, Betsy Hohlfelder or Maggie 
DeLair, and we will find a way for you to get involved.   

mailto:ma@bhccml.com
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Members and Friends of 
Bower Hill, 
 
Thank you so much for your 
gifts, kind words, and encourage-
ment as we set off on our new 

adventures as full-time homeschoolers. Your support 
and flexibility during my years at Bower Hill has been 
a blessing to my family and we all thank you.  

Have a Merry Christmas! 

With love, 

Emily Kerr 

 

 

 

January 4 –January 11 

 Family Promise at BHCC 

 

Sunday, January 11 

Baby Book Shower for Mackey Family 

 

Saturday, January 17 

All-Ages Snow Play and Game Night Event  

4:00 p.m. Snow Play 

5:00 p.m. Game Night 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, March 21 

Haiti Luncheon 

 

March 22-29  

 Family Promise at BHCC 
 

 
May 24-31 

 Family Promise at BHCC 

 
 

Save the date  

and join us  

for these special  

events! 
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Sunday Transportation 

Need a ride to worship? The deacons would like to provide 
a ride to worship for members who need one.  If you find 
yourself in need of a ride, you may call your parish deacon 
prior to Sunday to arrange a ride. Not sure who to call? 
Contact the church office for assistance. 

 

Are you willing to give a ride? 
The deacons are compiling a list of people who might be willing to give 
rides to church. There are several people who do not drive who might come 
to church if they had a ride. If you would be willing to offer rides, please 
contact Kate Junker at:  
katejunker@aol.com.  

OUR CHURCH STAFF 

 

 Rev. Dr. Brian Snyder, Pastor 

br@bhccml.com 

 

Company of Pastors 

 Rev. Grafton Eliason 

Rev. Dr. Betty Sykes 

Rev. Calvin C. Wilson 

 Rev. John Yohe 

 

Marla Kemmler, Director of Christian Education  

and Youth Programs 

ma@bhccml.com 

 

Anne Smith, Director of Music Ministries 

 

Dianne Scott, Financial Secretary 

di@bhccml.com 

 

Karen Reynolds, Secretary 

office@bhccml.com 

 

Jim Askins, Custodian      

              

         
THE CHURCH OFFICE 

[412] 561-4114 

Monday - Friday   9:00 a.m.— 2:30 p.m. 

Bower Hill Community Church 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

Please pray for Our Care List 

70 Moffett Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15243 

Phone: 412-561-4114 
Fax: 412-561-2252 

E-mail: office@bhccml.com 
www.bhccml.com 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 


