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~ Words, Words, Words ~ 

“YOU SEE WITH WHAT LARGE LETTERS I AM WRITING TO YOU, 
AS I WRITE WITH MY OWN HAND!”   

 
 ~Galatians 6:11 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 

When old Polonius asks Hamlet, “What do you read, my lord?” the dispirited prince looks up from 
his book just long enough to respond dismissively, “Words, words, words.”  By saying it three times, Ham-
let lets his audience know just how little faith he puts in words.  “Talk is cheap,” some say.  “Sticks and 
stones may break my bones, but words will never hurt me.”  And yet, I’d wager there are more people in 
your life who have been wounded by words than by stones.  Words are given short shrift in popular culture, 
but they’re powerful.  Words can kindle hope or foment despair.  They can make a heart sing or weep.  
Words are the vehicle for peace and war, beauty and horror, truth and falsehood.  I, for one, believe that the 
world has been saved more than once by words.  But then again, I would say that, wouldn’t I?  I’m the 
preacher.  Shakespeare (who’s pretty hard on words, for a writer) says in another play, “Words are but 
wind.” If that’s true, then I’m not just wasting my breath; I’m wasting my life!   

 
And yet, such despair is not for me or—I hope—for you, even if your life and work is less caught up 

than mine in the realm of words.  I’ve witnessed words coming to the rescue far too many times to doubt 
their saving power.  I’ve seen the words of the 23rd Psalm slow the rapid heart rate and relax the panicked 
breathing of a woman on her deathbed.  I’ve seen the words of the Lord’s Prayer change the atmosphere in 
a room from tense to trusting.  Words have power.  Many churches in the Reformation tradition, like ours, 
as well as many mosques, are sparse and plain, nearly unadorned because the poetry of the sacred text sup-
plies all the beauty needed for worship.  And it’s true that when the Spirit brushes across those ancient 
words, applying them to our hearts and imaginations, holding them up to our lives, making of them the very 
living Word of God, well, there are few things lovelier.   

 
The Apostle Paul also devoted his life to the power of words.  Near the end of the Letter to the Gala-

tians, Paul must have been so excited by the truths that he was dictating to his secretary that he grabbed the 
quill from the man’s hand and started writing the words out himself.  “See with what big letters I am writ-
ing to you, as I write in my own hand.”  Writing in big letters was the equivalent to underlining or high-
lighting.  And so, how can you put words to work in healing the wounds of our world?  What if you wrote 
personal letters to the several people dearest to your heart?  What if, in that letter, you put your words to the 
task of expressing one memory of that person that you hold dear; one hope that you have for him or her, 
and one fear that you have for her or him?  What if, unlike so many in offices of power in our day, you 
chose your words carefully before sending them out into the world?  What if you shared more words of en-
couragement, words of support, words of faith with those who need them?  Of course, words alone are nev-
er enough—for when words on a page failed us, God came to us in Christ, the living Word.  But for today, 
let us respect the immense power we hold when we use words. 

 
In Christ’s Peace, 

~Brian 
 

PS:  Speaking of the power of words, we need your help!  Please look up “Bower Hill Church” on Google 
and write a positive review about us.  This will help to bolster our Internet presence.       



BOWER H ILL NEWS PAGE 2 
 

 

From the Director of Christian Education and Youth  Programs 
Amy Grella — am@bhccml.com 

Registration is now open for Jr. Day Camp and Day Camp, July 29-August 2 

See the registration form insert in this newsletter for complete details on the week.  Registration for both Junior Day 
Camp and Day Camp is available online through our website.  Simply go to:  www.bowerhillchurch.org/daycamp/  to 
register and pay online.   
If you would like to register using a check, you may complete the enclosed paper copy of the registration form 
(additional copies are located on the bulletin board by the Friendship Room) with your check (payable to BHCC) and 
deliver it to the church office.  Especially for Day Camp, where our space is limited to only 50 campers, please be sure 
to register early! 
 
Jr. Day Camp Supplies needed 

This year's Jr. Day Camp theme is based on Ephesians 2:8 - For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this 
is not your own doing; it is the gift of God...THIS CHANGES EVERYTHING. 
Your help is needed to make this a wonderful, exciting week for our children and volunteers!  Please visit the special 
"Jr Day Camp Board" outside the sanctuary and take a post-it (or two).  Simply collect or purchase the supplies listed 
and bring them back to the church no later than Sunday, June 9.  Monetary donations can be placed in the offering 
plate during worship; please be sure to mark them accordingly.  Thanks for your support of Bower Hill children! 
 
Summer Sunday School and Nursery Coverage 

Beginning Sunday, May 26, children will be combined for summer fun during the worship service.  Children should 
remain in worship until the Children's Sermon.  Then they will be escorted to the downstairs lounge (room 110) for 
games, crafts, and to enjoy the playground.  Parents should pick up their children from room 110 following worship.   
Completed 3rd-5th graders are also invited to join us in room 110 to serve as junior helpers.  They may choose a specif-
ic area to lead (board games, craft, or outdoor games) to interact with our younger children.  This is an excellent intro-
duction into helping with Children’s Worship as they get older.   
Children’s Bulletins are available in the Narthex.  Childcare in the nursery for infants and toddlers will be available 
during the worship service as usual.  Completed 6th grade and up are invited to remain in worship with their families.   
 
Join Bower Hill - Young Families at Crestfield - June 18-21 

Crestfield Camp and Conference Center has added new camping experiences during a partial-week at camp designed 
specifically for elementary-age children and their families.  There are two camps scheduled from June 18-21, and our 
hope is that several Bower Hill families and kids will participate.  Amy will be attending along with Autumn and No-
elle, so it’s a perfect time to either join us or send your elementary-aged child to camp when there will be familiar fac-
es and friends alongside them.  
 

* Little Ones Loved Ones (for an adult + child 3-7 years old)   

Parents, grandparents, or relatives and their children will grow in God's Word together as they explore the Bible, enjoy 
the beauty of Crestfield, and experience all the fun that camp has to offer.  Participants stay in comfortable Scott 
Lodge.  This is a great opportunity to have an older child attend Genesis Camp while you are on the grounds with a 
younger child. Be sure to register early--SPACE IS LIMITED!  
 

* Genesis Camp (grades 1-5)  

There's no better way to be introduced to the wonders of Summer Camp!  Genesis is a shortened week of camp that 
compresses the thrills of Crestfield into three days.  This program is offered to encourage younger campers to experi-

ence intentional Christian community that is built upon having fun, being safe and growing in your faith. 
For more information, go to www.crestfieldcc.org and click on summer camps.  Registration is now open, and 
runs directly through Crestfield.  The full summer camp brochure is posted on the Youth bulletin board outside 
the kitchen. 

http://www.bowerhillchurch.org/daycamp/
http://www.crestfieldcc.org
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June is a month that is noted for many 
events and traditions.  It has the cele-
bration of Flag Day and Father’s Day, 
it used to be the most popular month 
for weddings, and it contains the long-
est day of the year.  From this month 
until December, each day will contain 
less daylight. 
 
Before LED lights, we were dependent 
on daylight to accomplish many tasks.  Our nation’s 
adoption of daylight savings time was to allow more 
waking time during daylight hours.  It always seemed 
strange to me that we really thought you could “save” 
time. 
 
What do you intend to do with all this daylight that is 
bestowed upon you this month?  Will you have more 
patio gatherings?  Will you give more care to your gar-
den?  Will you enjoy more time watching your kids play 
their favorite sport?  Or will this gift of more daylight go 
unnoticed, unused and uncelebrated? 
 
“This is the DAY  that the Lord has made, let us rejoice 
and be glad in it.” (Psalm 118:24).  What will you do to 
celebrate each day and acknowledge the gift you have 
been given? 
                Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure,  
         Parish Associate  

 

 

 

June 2:  Ascension Sunday 

Communion 

Luke 24:44-53 
 

June 9:  Pentecost Sunday 

Rev. Fred Leasure preaches 

John 14:8-17 

“Do You Have the Spirit?” 
 

June 16:  Trinity Sunday 

Rev. Fred Leasure preaches 

Romans 5:1-5 

“3 in One” 

 

June 23:  2nd Sunday after Pentecost 

Galatians 3:23-29 

 

June 30:  3rd Sunday after Pentecost 

10:00 a.m. Service with First Baptist Church 

Galatians 5:1, 13-25 

The words "thank you" seem inadequate when I think 
about all of the support given to music by BHCC.  
We participated in interfaith events, intercultural 
events, sang in new (to us!) languages, built partner-
ships with community groups, welcomed new mem-
bers, and so much more.  I could fill a tome of our 
accomplishments over the past year.  From the bot-
tom of my heart, thank you.  It means the world to 
me to make music with Bower Hill.  Have a fantastic 
summer, and if you're not already in one of our musi-
cal groups, would you please consider joining in the 

fall?  Talk to any of our musicians to learn more. 

     Anne Carper Smith 

          Director of Music Ministries 

 One of the Great Bard’s literary kings 
 prayed:  “O Lord, that lends me life, 
 lend me a heart replete with 
 thankfulness.”   
 
Were Beth and I to pray this same petition 
these days, we could honestly contend in-

deed that prayer has been answered, and we already possess 
hearts replete with thankfulness for your ongoing prayers, get
-well wishes, and gracious greeting cards.   
 
According to the final report from the oncologist, the PET-
scan indicated there is no cancer to be found, and there is eve-
ry reason to be optimistic for the future as well as grateful to 
the Lord that continues to lend us life.  As for you—our car-
ing friends and fellow members of the Body of Christ—we 
“can no other answer make but thanks, and thanks, and ever 
thanks!” 
      Gratefully, 
      Cal Wilson 
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Church Leadership (2020-2022) 

Session Class of 2020 
 

Deb Carter 

Theresa Child 
Dave Hicks 

Linda James 
Keith Mason 

Kara Pepicelli 

 

Deacons Class of 2020 
 

Mary Good 

Melissa Harman 
Darenda Lease 

Phyllis Madden 

Session Class of 2021 
 

Glenn Child 

Amber Grier 
Sam Kidder 
Tim Lease 

Kristen Mackey 
Rich Salvante 

 

Deacons Class of 2021 
 

Betsy Hohlfelder 
Doris Olinger 

Josie Sheldon 
Val Watterson 

Session Class of 2022 
 

Ben Boisvert 

Karl Casey 
Rick Jacobs 

Gordon Mitchell 
Phil Neusius 

Kiri Rising 

 

Deacons Class of 2021 
 

Cynthia Gissin 

Mary Gorski 
Bri Ivey 

Kathy Philson 

2020 Nominating Committee --- Andy Druckenbrod  →  Steve Grier  →  Susan Hicks  →  Andy Smith 

 

June 1—Carolyn Boisvert    
     Kirsten Rising 
 
June 2—Andy Druckenbrod 
    Richard Junker  
 
June 3—Judith Linaburg    
              Steve Grier 
 
June 4—Robert Foster  
 
June 5—Nina Helbling  
 
June 6—Laura Philson  
 
June 7—Char Balentine    
    Mac Harman  
 

June 11—Alma Johnson  
      Lily Philson  
 
June 12—Bill Gardner, III    
      Nancy Salvante    
 
June 14—Jeffrey Criswell  
      Leah Smith 
 
June 17—James Cannon  
      Emmitt McElroy 
 
June 18—Dylan Lease  
 
June 19—Katelyn Cole    
       Lucy Ivey    
       June Schriber  
 
June 20—Riley Jones    
      Tim Lease  
 
June 22—Gloria Julian 
      Rick Jacobs, Jr.  
 
 
June 23—June Stewart    
       Mary Good  

 
June 25—Coleman Child 
      Alfie Watterson  
 
June 26—Linda James  
 
June 27—Nicholas Kane  
 
June 28—Melanie Cole   
 
June 30—Kirk Ketchum  

Please take a moment to read 
through the names, pray for 
them, and offer them your 

best wishes!  

If your name is not listed, it is 
because the church office 
does not have your infor-

mation. 

Would You Like To Be A Lector?  
   Are you wondering how you might become more actively involved in the church but have a     
   limited amount of time to commit?  You might want to consider being a lector during the Sunday  
   morning services.  There are no committees to join and no meetings to attend.  There are several  
   individuals on the list of lectors already, so you might only be asked to lector once or twice a year. 
   If you would like more information regarding what it takes to become a lector, or if you would  
   like to add your name to the list of volunteer lectors, please contact Joan Bridges at  
   joanieb@rjbridges.com or 412-276-9300. 

mailto:joanieb@rjbridges.com
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Community Notes 
Want to be included on this page?  Submissions are typically due the 15th of every month  

for the next month’s publication (unless otherwise announced). 412-561-4114 or office@bhccml.com 

Unity Food Pantry Collection 

Sunday, June 9, is our  next collection date.  
Throughout the summer, Unity Food Pantry 
will be providing extra food to the families it 
serves to make up for the free or reduced-
price school breakfasts and lunches their 
children receive during the school year.  The Pantry's 
greatest needs during this time include boxed cold cereal, 
canned soups, boxed macaroni and cheese, peanut butter, 
and canned tuna.   
Donations of any non-perishable food items are also wel-
comed.  Collection bins are located in the hallways out-
side the church office and the narthex. 
 

Western PA Diaper Bank  

Our next quarterly collection date for disposable dia-
pers will be Sunday, June 16.  Sizes 4, 5 and 6 are 
most in need for babies.  XL diapers are needed for the 
geriatric population.  Donations of feminine hygiene 
products are also accepted—primarily sanitary nap-
kins.  The collection container is the Pack’N Play, 
which is located in the hallway directly outside of the 
Nursery.   

To make a tax-deductible monetary donation, please 
make your check payable to Western Pennsylvania 
Diaper Bank and mail it to WPA Diaper Bank, 201 N. 
Braddock Ave., Ste. 124, Pgh., 15208.  Please note 
our church name on the memo line.  

Please remember to save coupons for disposable dia-
pers that you collect but don’t use, and place them in 
the envelope near the Pack’N Play by the Nursery.   

 

Bookworms 

Our ladies’ book discussion group meets on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. in 
Room 105 for fellowship and discussion 

of a chosen title.  Everyone is welcome to 
read the book for the month and join the 
discussion.   

June 25—Becoming Michelle Obama 
 

July 23—Tattooist of Auschwitz, by Heather Morris 
 

August 27—Where the Crawdads Sing, by Delia Owens  
Currently #1 on Best Seller List--get your request in early. 

The Pittsburgh Recorder Society  
Returns to Bower Hill! 

 Sunday, June 2 
 
Plan to stay after coffee hour on Sunday, 
June 2.  For the third year, the Pittsburgh 

Recorder Society will be performing in our sanctuary from 
11:00 a.m. until about 11:45 a.m.   
This is not your second-grade grandchild’s recorder!  One 
church member described a previous year concert here as 
“surprisingly good.” Admission is free, but gifts will be ac-
cepted “to help pay for sheet music.” 

 

The Senior Men’s Breakfast Group  

This group will meet on Tuesday, June 4, at 8:00 a.m.  The 
meeting location is the Denny's restaurant at 2180 Greentree 
Road, near Swallow Hill Road.  All senior men are wel-
come.  No reservation is required.  Conversation is spontane-
ous. 
 

LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE 

   (Matthew 5:16) 

We continue to offer you an opportunity to spon-
sor the lighting of the steeple in memory of a 
loved one, or in honor of an anniversary, birthday, 
or some other significant date.  Notice of your 
lighting--and the person, prayer, or date that it 
commemorates--will appear in the weekly bulletin 
and the monthly newsletter, if timely.  The cost for 

this remembrance is $10 a day.  Checks can be sent to the 
church with “STEEPLE” written on the memo line.  You 
can do this by emailing your request to Amy Leasure at am-
lea97@hotmail.com.  She will contact the church office with 
details of your submission.  We hope you will consider shar-
ing your light!   

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Steeple dedications for the remainder of May and the 

month of June are as follows: 
 
May 29 -- In honor of Pastor Brian and Michelle Snyder’s 
15th Wedding Anniversary, by an anonymous donor. 
 

June 7 -- In memory of Ann Rizzo, mother of JoAnn Goode. 
 

June 14-16 -- In memory of William and Doris Brown, who 
were charter members of BHCC, by Susan Hill Brown. 
 

June 24 -- In honor of “my amazing husband on our 52nd 
Wedding Anniversary, who is courageously fighting his own 
personal health battle.”  ~Nancy Geis   
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From the Mission and Outreach Committee -- Steve Boisvert, Chair 
 

 Please Continue to Pray for Haiti 

Although it has dropped out of the news lately, our brothers and sisters in Haiti are still undergoing a very traumatic and 
challenging period in their tumultuous history.  It is to the point where the Haiti Water Team has been advised it is not 
safe for us to travel there.  During this period, we have not forgotten our brothers and sisters, many of whom have be-
come more than partners in our mission, but friends.  Our efforts to help provide some relief have included sending funds 
to:  1) Hearts United with Haiti, a group that has been doing wonderful work in Haiti and has staff on the ground, (2) our 
partner orphanage in Valliere to help feed the children there, and (3) a water delivery bike to our partners in Chaveneau to 
support a wider distribution of purified water. 
 
Please continue to keep Haiti in your prayers as we hope and pray they will someday be blessed with the peace and secu-
rity we so often take for granted.  
 

 Eco-Justice Team Update 
 

Since BHCC’s Eco-Justice Team was created in the summer of 2018, it has been exploring ways to have our church be 
more responsible stewards of God’s creation.   
 
The team’s Guiding Principles are as follows: 
i. We are called to be stewards of God’s created order. 
ii. The irresponsible use of the world’s resources is a form of injustice against life and future genera-

tions. 
iii. We all participate in forms of ecological injustice that must be named and resisted, particularly as 

the worst impacts fall on the vulnerable and poor. 
 
Over the past months, members have noticed several changes in how the amount of landfill waste Coffee Hour and con-
gregational meals produce by replacing disposable cups and plates with mugs, water and juice cups, and plates that our 
new “Bubble Brigade” washes after Coffee Hour and events.  Starting in June, BHCC will be using corn based commun-
ion cups that will be composted. 
 
On the team’s behalf, Alan Hohlfelder conducted an energy use study that tracked our gas and electric use and expenses 
from 2014 - 2018.  Since new windows and boilers were installed in 2015, our energy use has dropped almost 22%, sav-
ing us around $14,000 per year.  
 
The Eco-Justice Team meets the second Thursday of the month at 8:05 p.m. (after Choir) in the Conference Room.  All 
are welcome to join this exciting opportunity to impact God’s creation in a positive way. 
 

"Reuse, repurpose, recycle."  Have you heard this in recent days?  The phrase is used to encourage responsible 

stewardship of the planet, but it is reminiscent of one our grandparents used to get through the depression.  Remember, 
"Use it up, wear it out, make it do or do without?"  The modern push for sustainability recalls the need 
for frugality once exhibited by our forebears.  Like them, do you have any suggestions for environ-
mentally safe and inexpensive things to do around the house?  For example, white vinegar is a cheap 
and effective cleaning substance for kitchens and bathrooms, and is great for windows, as well as be-
ing a fabric softener!  Combine it with water to lessen the smell, and add a few drops of your favorite 
essential oil if you like.  White vinegar at full strength also kills weeds in driveways or sidewalks.  
What about using vinegar and baking soda in clogged drains, a la elementary school volcanos?  OK, it 
won't unclog bad clogs, but it's worth a try before you pour poison down there! 
 

We'd like any suggestions that you're willing to share with us.  Call the church office, or speak with one of the team 
(you'll usually find one of us washing dishes after coffee hour).  We hope to further this discussion, and spread the word 
about things we can all do! 
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OUR CHURCH STAFF 

 

 Rev. Dr. Brian Snyder, Pastor 

br@bhccml.com 

 

Parish Associate 

Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure 

fr@bhccml.com 

 

Company of Pastors 

 Rev. Tami Hooker 

Rev. Phil Jamison 

Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure 

Rev. Dr. Betty Sykes 

 

Amy Grella 

Director of Christian Education  

and Youth Programs 

am@bhccml.com 

 

Anne Smith, Director of Music Ministries 

an@bhccml.com 

 

Philip Engel, Financial Secretary 

pe@bhccml.com 

 

Karen Reynolds, Office Administrator 

office@bhccml.com 

 

 
THE CHURCH OFFICE 

[412] 561-4114 

Monday - Friday   9:00 a.m.— 2:30 p.m. 

Bower Hill Community Church 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

70 Moffett Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15243 

Phone: 412-561-4114 
Fax: 412-561-2252 

E-mail: office@bhccml.com 
www.BowerHillChurch.org 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

Please pray for Our Care List 
 

Dennis Geis, Sr.  
 

Lauren Kocher  
 

Betty Mancini, Canterbury Place, 310 Fisk St., #507, Pgh. 15201 
 

Virginia Mason 
 

LuAnne Pattison (former member) 
 

Virginia Reinstadtler, mother-in-law to Mike Riemer 
 

Sunday Transportation 

Need a ride to worship? The deacons would like to 
provide a ride to worship for members who need one.  
Please contact the church office several days before 
Sunday worship, and someone will help schedule your 
ride. 

 

Are you willing to give a ride? 

The deacons are compiling a list of people who might be willing to give 
rides to church. There are several people who do not dr ive who 
might come to church if they had a ride. If you would be willing to 
offer rides, please call the church office at 412-561-4114.  


