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~ Risen Indeed ~ 

 
“ The Lord is risen indeed and has appeared unto Simon.”  

 
~ Luke 24:34 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 
 Sometimes in the busy season of Lent, I share a poem or long quote from a well-known writer.  Here’s a thought 
about the resurrection from the devotional author Frederick Buechner, given in a PBS interview:  

“I have no idea what happened except, as I say, what really matters is not so much what happened there as what 
happens now — what happens in your life and my life, what happens in the world, what happens the next five days, five 
years of human history. Is God making himself known in some powerful and saving way among people, even [people] 
who don’t give a hoot about God? Is this still a reality which is part of the madness and self-destructiveness and dark-
ness of the world? That’s what really matters… 

The essential message is that nothing, no horror can happen that can permanently, irrevocably quench the pres-
ence of holiness that is always there “underneath the everlasting arms.” No matter what dreadful things take place, that 
remains the heart of reality. There is that wonderful thing from the British saint, Julian of Norwich: “All shall be well, 
and all manner of things will be well.” That somehow remains true no matter what. That’s, I think, the message of East-
er. Yes, this hideous death of a good man abandoned, as it would seem, by God. Yet the best has come out of it, which is 
this nourishing current of hope and new life that still flows in spite of everything. There must be a God. How else could it 
happen? Why else would it happen?” 

 
“TALKING ABOUT TOMORROW” RESULTS 

Briefly, here are some of the results from our “Talking About Tomorrow” event, which was held on February 26.  
(Detailed results will be published at our next all-church TAT lunch.)  More than 80 people attended.  Where possible, 
people were seated with strangers and church members of different generations.  Many people gave more than one an-
swer to the questions, so the math doesn’t exactly add up.   

To the question, “What do you love about Bower Hill Church?”  

41 responded with some variation of “The people are welcoming, accepting, and feel like family.”   

35 responded with some variation of “Our outward missional focus, relevance, social awareness.” 

29 responded with some variation of “Our open-minded identity, nonjudgmental ‘red letter faith’.” 

16 responded with some variation of “The quality of our worship, the music, choir, or preaching.” 

Another 10 valued our commitment to children and youth; 10 more said they loved our local community focus and open-
ness to outside organizations.  7 mentioned the pastor. 

To the question, “What could Bower Hill Church be doing better?” 

20 replied with some form of “We need more marketing, church growth, or evangelism.” 

15 replied with some form of “We need more intergenerational social events like this TAT lunch.”  

10 replied with some form of “We need a Sunday morning Bible study for adults.” 

10 replied with some form of “We need to update, remodel, or care more for the building.” 

10 replied with some form of “We need to involve more members in the life of the church.” 

Another 7 thought we needed to do a better job of integrating newcomers. 7 thought the youth program needed expan-
sion, especially with regard to mission opportunities for youth.   
     To the question, “If money were no object, what dreams would you have for our church?”   
19 asked for more professional staff, including an associate pastor or full time CE or youth director; 15 would like to  
update and repair the building; 11 want to reach out to immigrants and refugees; 4 mentioned signage; and 3 want a van. 
Again, full results will be published at the next event.  I look forward to exploring these answers with you! 
 

~Brian 
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Maundy Thursday  

Communion Service 

Our annual observance of Maundy 
Thursday will begin in Fellowship Hall 
on April 13 at 7:00 p.m.  This commun-

ion service relives the events that took place in the Upper 
Room on the night of Jesus’ arrest.  As Jesus and the disci-
ples moved from the table to the garden, the service will 
move from Fellowship Hall to the sanctuary, where it will 
conclude.  Childcare will be provided. 
 
Good Friday Community Service 

Good Friday falls on April 14.  An afternoon service at Mt. 
Lebanon United Methodist Church is a longstanding tradi-
tion in our community. Instead of the three-hour service of 
previous years, this event now lasts from 12:00-1:00 p.m.  
Pastor Snyder and ministers from four other congregations 
will each share a five-minute sermon on the passion of 
Christ.  A community “super choir” will sing. 
 
Holy Saturday Prayer Vigil 

The sanctuary will be open for prayer and meditation on 
Saturday, April 15, from 12:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. Pray-
er guides will be available in the Narthex, and the older chil-
dren will prepare “prayer stations” in the sanctuary. Please 
park in the kitchen parking lot (the handicap lot). Enter and 
exit the building only via the handicap door. 
 
 
Our annual Easter breakfast and children’s Easter Egg Hunt 

takes place on Sunday,  

April 16, at 8:30 a.m.  Everyone is wel-
come.  Bring nothing but your appetite. 
 
The Egg Hunt is for preschool through second 
grade and takes place on the front lawn.  
Third and fourth graders will help the younger 
children hunt for eggs, and the fifth and sixth 
graders will hide the eggs. 
 
Our Easter worship service follows at 9:30 

a.m. with a joyful celebration of resur rection with str ings 
and horns. 

 
 
 
 
The Cherubs will sing during worship on Palm Sunday, April 9.  Please bring the children to the choir room at 9:00 a.m. to 
robe and warm up.  We will rehearse the prior week, April 2, in the sanctuary after church instead of the choir room. 
 
Anne Smith will give a free recital on our new organ on Saturday, May 20, at 7:00 p.m.  She will be joined by Carolyn Ed-
wards, violin, and will feature works by Bach, Reinberger, Boellmann, and Vierne. Hope to see you there!  

Please refer to the Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday 

details regarding children and youth participation.   
 

Now Recruiting Volunteers  

for Day & Jr. Day Camp July 17-21 

This summer will be the third year we are offering two dif-
ferent camps for our vacation bible school.  The theme for 
both is Branching Out – Connecting Through Christ.   Day 
Camp, an all-day faith-building experience for youth 
(completed 1st – 6th grades), will be held at the church and led 
by Crestfield staff.  Jr. Day Camp, which takes place daily 
that same week from 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. is for chil-
dren in preschool (must be potty-trained) up to completed 
Kindergarten.  Jr. Day Camp is run by Bower Hill Church 
staff and volunteers.  

The CE committee envisions using this week-long summer 
ministry as a tool to reach out into our community to invite 
friends and family to check out Bower Hill.  We are excited 
to be preparing for an increased number of youth in both 
camps!   

However, that means that LOTS of help is needed to make it 
a memorable and successful week.  Complete details about 

volunteer opportunities and a sign-up sheet 
are posted on the bulletin board outside the 
Friendship Room.   All volunteers scheduled 
during the week of Day Camp must be Approved 
Adults.  If you are not already an Approved Adult 
at Bower Hill, you may start the process by com-
pleting the Approved Adult application and sub-

mitting it to Amy or the church office.  Copies of this form 
are also on the bulletin board by the Friendship Room.  This 
is an easy (and free) process that can largely be accomplished 
from any computer.  If you already have your clearances 
through a school or another organization, there is no need to 
repeat the process—just use copies of that information.  Last-
ly, in a few weeks look for a “WISH” tree, filled with the 
supplies and monetary donations needed to support Jr. Day 
Camp.  Thanks for your help in supporting Bower Hill youth! 

From the Director of Christian Education and 
Youth Programs 

Amy Grella — am@bhccml.com 

From the Director of Music Ministries 
Anne Carper Smith—an@bhccml.com 
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Worship Plans  

 
 

April 2:  Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Kate Fletcher 
Communion 

Ezekiel 37:1-14; Romans 8:1-11 
 

April 5:  Wednesday Lenten Compline Service 
7:00 p.m. 

 
April 9:  Palm Sunday, Passion Sunday 

Cherub Choir sings 
Matthew 26:14-27:66 

 
April 13: Maundy Thursday 

Communion begins in Fellowship Hall 
7:00 p.m. 

 
April 16: Easter 

Communion 
Matthew 28:1-10; Acts 10:34-43 

 
April 23: 2nd Sunday of Easter 

John 20:19-31; 1 Peter 1:3-9 
 

April 30: 3rd Sunday of Easter 
Luke 24:13-35; 1 Peter 1:17-23 

Adult Education meets in the Friendship Room 
from 10:45—11:45 a.m. on Sunday mornings 
after worship and a time for fellowship.  If you 
have never attended a session, give it a try.  You 

will find stimulating ideas and conversation. Please be 
aware that this is not your traditional “class,” but an oppor-
tunity to explore what it means to be people of faith in this 
ever-challenging world.  Our schedule for the month of 
April is as follows:  
 
April 2:  BHCC member Peter Smith will lead the third of 
three classes on spirituality and theology in our lives and the 
life of the church. 
 
April 9:  Elaine Werthheim will lead a class using ar t to 
explore the topic:  DAVID:  THE IMPERFECT SERVANT 
OF GOD.   
 
April 16:  Easter Sunday — No Adult Education 
 
April 23:  Rev. Michael Stanton of Open Hand Minis-
tries:  Promoting social justice in our communities through 
home ownership. 
 
April 30:  Community Band South — No Adult Education   

Adult Education 
Cathy Morgan,  Committee Chair 

Ponderings from the PA 
 
 We recently become friends with a 
young woman who is a server at our fa-
vorite breakfast spot. She is a mother of 
three young sons. Last week, she could 
hardy wait to tell us about her good news.  
Recently, her oldest son’s teacher had 

called her and said she needed to speak to her about her 
son.  When she received the call, she was immediately 
worried that he had done something that was bad.  How-
ever, the teacher wanted her to know how proud she was 
of him as he had volunteered—without being asked—to 
help another student who was having trouble with his 
homework. 
 
 The response of the young mother was to provide 
an Ice Cream Sunday bar for all three sons to celebrate.  
She was so very happy and wanted her children to know 
how proud she was and what that act of kindness meant. 
Her perspective was that it was more important to reward 
good behavior than to punish poor behavior. 
 
 Her story immediately made me think of how some 
people think about our faith.  As we attend church and 
practice our religion, it is possible to focus on the negative 
and only see rules that translate into “good Christians 
DON’T”—or, we think of any transgression in terms of 
punishment rather than a learning opportunity.   
 
 As we enter the season of Easter, we need to un-
derstand and demonstrate to others how much we can cel-
ebrate the joy we have when we engage in those acts of 
kindness that are an integral part of our understanding of 
community.  As one theologian put it, “I am more interest-
ed in what you have been saved for than what you have 
been saved from!” 
 
  Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure, Parish Associate  

 

 

 

 

Publication of Session Minutes 

Session has voted to publish the minutes of its monthly 

meetings in the member-only section of 

our church website.  Publication will not 

occur immediately following a meeting, 

however, but a month later after the 

minutes have been approved at the subse-

quent Session meeting. 
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Communion Servers 
Steve and Deb Boisvert 
Tim and Darenda Lease 
 

Lectors 
April 2:    DJ Geis 
April 9:    Laura McGaha 
April 16: Dave Green 
April 23: Allie Bruder 
April 30: Bethany Gibbs 
 

Greeters 
April 2:    Tiffany Marcovsky 
April 9:     Kara Pepicelli, Lynne Sirinek 
April 16:  Nick and Bethany Gibbs 
April 23:  Dick and Kate Junker 
April 30:  Salvante Family 
 

Usher Captain — Mike Riemer 
 
Acolytes 
April 2:    Estelle Smith, Avery Saba 

April 9:    Kemp Carter, Graceann Foster 
April 16: Henry and Clara Druckenbrod 
April 23: Julian Salvante 
April 30: Leo and Jacob Geis 
 
Coffee Hour   
April 2:   Philson Family 
April 9:   Green Family 
April 16:  Olinger / Gissin Families 
April 23:  Gibbs Family 
April 30:  Burke Family 
 

Flower Deacons 
April 2:   Cynthia Gissin 
April 9:   Nancy Green 
April 16:  Kathy Philson 
April 23:  Doris Olinger 
April 30:  Sally Child 
 
 
 
 

 Sextons 
 April 2:   Glenn Child 
 April 9:   Tim Lease 

 April 16:  Jean Miewald 
 April 23:  Dave Hicks 
 April 30:  Bill Cadwell 
 
 
 
Questions?  Need to switch or reschedule?   

Please contact:  

Greeters, Communion Servers 

Andy Druckenbrod 

Lectors:  Brian Snyder 

Acolytes:  Jean Miewald 

Coffee Hour:  Pat Jacobs 

Flower Deacons:  Cynthia Gissin 

Sextons:  Brian Snyder 

Name:  ___________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Phone:  (______)  ______ - ____________________   Email ________________________________________ 
 

 

Please use a separate form for each dedication. 
 

In Memory of ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In Honor of________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Make checks payable to Bower Hill Community Church. 

 
Please note:  Plants MUST BE TAKEN home following Easter worship. 

Please select from the following, and enter the 
quantity in the box.   
 
      Easter Lily  

       Spring Mix  
 

Plants are $7.00 each.  Order deadline is 
Sunday, April 9. 

Flowers can also be purchased after worship on March 26, April 2 and 9. 

For Office Use Only 
 
 
Cash______________________ 
 
Check Amount______________ 
 
Check Number ______________ 

April Worship Volunteers 

 

Margaret “Peggy” Harrell 

4/2/29 — 3/7/17 

A Service of Celebration of her life was held on Sat-
urday March 11, in the BHCC Sanctuary. 
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Community Notes 
Want to be included on this page?  Submissions are typically due the 15th of every month  

for the next month’s publication (unless otherwise announced). 412-561-4114 or office@bhccml.com 

The Senior Men’s Breakfast 

Group  

The next meeting will be held on Wednes-
day, April 5, at 8:00 a.m., and the location is Kings Res-
taurant on Route 50 near the end of Greentree Road, in 
Scott.  The group meets in the room to the left of the cash-
ier, and no reservation is necessary. Usually 6-10 church 
members attend and are welcome to an unstructured dis-
cussion of any topic that comes to mind.  Join us! 

 
 

Wallace Food Pantry Collection 

The next collection date is Sunday, April 9.  Wallace Food 
Pantry is grateful to the members of Bower Hill Communi-
ty Church for their generous support of this ministry to our 
hungry neighbors!  Currently, the Pantry's greatest needs 
are for canned tuna, canned dinners (such as ravioli, spa-
ghetti, chili, and beef stew), cold cereal, and canned soups.  
Any donations of non-perishable food items, toiletry items, 
and paper products are always welcomed.  Collection bins 
are located in the hallways outside the church office and 
the Nursery.  

 
 

Western PA Diaper Bank  

Our next collection date for disposable dia-
pers will be Sunday, April 16.  Sizes 4, 5 and 
6 are most in need for babies.  XL diapers 
are needed for the geriatric population.  The 
collection container is the Pack’N Play locat-
ed in the hallway directly outside of the 
Nursery.    

Tax-deductible monetary donations can be made by a 
check payable to Western Pennsylvania Diaper Bank and 
mailed to 2546 Centre Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15219.  Please 
note our church name on the Memo line of your check.  
Please remember to save diaper coupons that you collect 
but don’t use, and place them in the envelope near the 
Pack’N Play.   
 
Special Announcement from the Diaper Bank! 

On March 16, the WPA Diaper Bank was awarded a 
$15,000 Small & Mighty Grant from The Pittsburgh Foun-
dation, to support expansion of its warehousing and deliv-
ery system as well as awareness campaigns.”  

Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser  

Boy Scout Troop 28 is holding a spaghetti dinner in Fellow-
ship Hall on Saturday, April 1, from 4:30 until 7:30 p.m.  
Tickets are $8.00 for adults and $4.00 for children under 12, 
and they will be sold before and after BHCC worship ser-
vices on Sunday, March 26, and at the door on the day of the 
dinner.  All are welcome! 
 

 

Bookworms 

This group meets monthly on the fourth Tues-
day at 7:30 p.m. in the Friendship Room (201) 
for fellowship and discussion of a chosen title.  
Everyone is welcome to read the book for the 

month and join the discussion.  
April 25 

Becoming Amish, by Jeff Smith  
May 23 

“Life, Death, and Reinvention:   
The Gift of the Impossibly Messed-up Life” 

by Michelle Snyder  
June 27 

The Orchardist, by Amanda Coplin 

 
 

Upcoming Community Events 

38th Annual Interfaith Holocaust Observance Day 

SUNDAY, April 30, 7:30 p.m. 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 

Led by a team of interfaith leaders, the Holocaust Ob-
servance offers community members an opportunity to pray, 
reflect, discuss and remember. 
 

——————————————————— 
 

Family Hospice & Palliative Care   
presents:  “On Living” 

Clergy/Lay Leaders Luncheon 
with Hospice Chaplain, Kerry Egan 

 
Thursday, April 27, Noon--2:00 p.m. 

Family Hospice Auditorium 
 

$25.00 Registration Fee includes lunch,  
and a copy of Kerry Egan’s book, On Living. 

 
For more information or questions, please call 412-572-8812 
or 412-572-8874, or email lhsirinek@familyhospicePA.org. 
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April 4 —  Elise Gibbs 
        George Freas, Jr. 
 
April 6 —  Mark Mezyk 
 
April 7 —  Christie Cole 
 
April 8 —  Marian Brannan 
 
April 11— Scott Ryfun 
        Theresa Child 
 
April 13 — Mimi Starr 
 
April 15 — Hayden Jones 
 
April 20 — Theodore Grier 
 
April 21 — Bea Watterson 
 
April 22 — Owen Geis 
         Linda Stewart 
 
April 23 — Kirsten Bruder 
 
April 24 — Margaret Zabo 
 
April 25 — Alan Hohlfelder 
         Benjamin Carter 
 
April 26 — Barb Hughes 
 
April 29 — Clara Druckenbrod 
 

  
Please take a moment to read 
through the names, pray for 
them, and offer them your  

best wishes!  
 

If your name is not listed, it is 
because the church office does 

not have your information. 

Giving gently-used items a new home 
 

Family Promise is accepting donations of gently-used (or 

new) pack-n-plays, high chairs, microwaves, washers and 

dryers for families who are moving from homelessness 

back to housing of their own. 

 

For families just getting back on their feet, donated items 

like these help offset the high cost of setting up a new 

household and contribute to the family’s success in their 

new home.  Other items are also accepted; contact us for information. 

 

Thanks so much for helping families to build on their Family Promise suc-

cess!  Contact familypromiseswpa@comcast.net or 412-921-2916 to donate. 

Sandi’s Garden 
 
Last year Sandi’s Garden produced almost 500 pounds of fresh, 

organic produce, more than double the 200 pounds from our first 

year, 2013.  In spite of the ups and downs we experienced this win-

ter, spring will be here soon and BHCC will once again be partici-

pating in SHIM’s efforts to provide fresh, organic produce to the 

families who participate in its Food Pantry.  

 

Sandi’s Garden provides opportunities for all members of the con-

gregation to participate. Members can help make this year even 

more successful than last year by: 

 Donating seed packets of swiss chard, spinach, kale, bush beans, pole beans, sweet 

and hot peppers, squash, and zucchini. 

 Donating sweet and hot pepper plants. 

 Donating regular or Thai basil plants. Fresh herbs are always welcome at the Food 

Pantry. 

 Signing up to water the garden beds for a week. 

 Helping with harvesting produce. 

 Volunteering to deliver the produce on delivery days, typically Monday or Tuesday 

mornings. 

 Setting aside a small portion of your home garden for SHIM. Simply bring your do-

nation of produce to church and leave it in the kitchen refrigerator marked “SHIM 

Garden.” 

 

We are blessed to be part of a congregation that is committed to the call to serve others in 

so many ways. Sandi’s Garden provides an opportunity to enjoy the long-awaited warm 

sunny days of spring and summer knowing that our little plot of land is part of a  

wonderful mission.  Many thanks to all who have been part of this mission project in  

the past and who continue to support it.  

mailto:familypromiseswpa@comcast.net
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Sunday Transportation 

Need a ride to worship? The deacons would like to 
provide a ride to worship for members who need one.  
Please contact the church office several days before 
Sunday worship, and someone will help schedule your 
ride. 

 

Are you willing to give a ride? 

The deacons are compiling a list of people who might be willing to give 
rides to church. There are several people who do not dr ive who might 
come to church if they had a ride. If you would be willing to offer rides, 
please call the church office at 412-561-4114.  

OUR CHURCH STAFF 

 

 Rev. Dr. Brian Snyder, Pastor 

br@bhccml.com 

 

Parish Associate 

Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure 

 

Company of Pastors 

 Rev. Tami Hooker 

Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure 

Rev. Dr. Betty Sykes 

 

Amy Grella 

Director of Christian Education  

and Youth Programs 

am@bhccml.com 

 

Anne Smith, Director of Music Ministries 

an@bhccml.com 

 

Dianne Scott, Financial Secretary 

di@bhccml.com 

 

Karen Reynolds, Office Administrator 

office@bhccml.com 

 

 
THE CHURCH OFFICE 

[412] 561-4114 

Monday - Friday   9:00 a.m.— 2:30 p.m. 

Bower Hill Community Church 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

Please pray for Our Care List 

70 Moffett Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15243 

Phone: 412-561-4114 
Fax: 412-561-2252 

E-mail: office@bhccml.com 
www.BowerHillChurch.org 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 


