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~ The Deep Things of God ~ 

“Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of 
man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.  But...the 

Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.”   

~I Corinthians 2:9-10 

 

Dear Members and Friends, 

 For years, we've kept a family membership at the Carnegie Museum in Oakland.  Of course, it claims to be two 
separate museums—one for art and another for natural history—but to me, it's really just one vast cave of wonders with 
dinosaur bones, and beautiful rocks, and sculptures, and paintings, and ancient taxidermy.  The curators work hard to 
switch out displays and create a fresh experience each time you visit the place.  Secretly, though, I'm not always interest-
ed in new discoveries when I go there.  One of my favorite things about the museum is in seeing the same old things at a 
different time and place in my life.  Some of the exhibits haven't changed since I was a kid on class field trips.  It's still 
got all the same old bronze age artifacts and mummified grizzly bears.  In fact, it sort of threw me for a loop when they 
renovated the Hall of Dinosaurs a few years ago.  As a child, I loved dinosaurs, and so it felt like a real part of my histo-
ry was being obliterated.  The dark murals in the old hall were really wonderful.  They showed toothy sea monsters 
thrashing angrily in troubled waves.  The skies overhead were menacing and gray and infested with vicious pterodactyls, 
swooping, grimacing, glaring.  Those murals—painted in the middle of the last century—are all gone now, but they did 
much to shape my childish imagination.  And I'm sure they instilled in me a lifelong fear of murky water.  Now, when I 
visit the new-and-much-improved Hall of Dinosaurs, with its bigger, brighter, less frightening murals, I always feel a 
tiny tinge of disappointment.  And yet, no matter how many times I go to that same old museum, I always discover 
things I'd never seen before.   

 Because my daughters and I spent a night in the museum, years ago, I happen to know that the polished public 
areas are only the tip of the iceberg.  Behind the murals and marble pillars, there lies an immense network of unseen 
places: classrooms, corridors, offices, laboratories, and big spooky storage areas where undisplayed treasures are kept.  
On our overnight tour, we were taken to the bizarre reptile room, a three-story depot where thousands of snakes, lizards, 
and amphibians are kept in pickle jars.  (A Boy Scout on our tour had an anxiety attack and had to be led away from all 
the dead serpents!) I once discovered a secret locked room there in the museum, a smallish room all made of inlaid mar-
ble, ornately carved, and felt like I'd wandered into the Palace of Versailles.  But now, each time I return, that little room 
is gone like Brigadoon.  I'm not even sure which door leads to it.   

 It's that recurring sense of wonder that I like, the looming possibility of new discoveries, even in the same old 
place.  In fact, one of my favorite children's books is The Garden of Abdul Gasazi, by Chris Van Allsburg.  Like a lot of 
that author's books, it's a little bit somber for kids.  And though the story is good, it's not spectacular.  A boy is dog-
sitting a mischievous animal, who gets away and disappears into the vast gardens of a retired, dog-hating magician, Ab-
dul Gasazi.  The magician invites the boy into his dark mansion and tells him that he turned his dog into a duck.  The 
dog-sitter goes home heartbroken, only to discover the dog waiting for him.  What I like most about the book is its pic-
tures.  Each one suggests more than meets the eye.  When the poor boy is standing before Gasazi inside the mysterious 
mansion, hat in hand, the magician stares off into the distance, blowing smoke rings with his cigar, and there's a shadowy 
doorway in the background.  It makes the reader wonder what's back there, hidden away in all that inky gloom.    

 Read the Scripture passage at the top of this page.  Pete Fenton's family recently selected it for his memorial ser-
vice.  It reminds us of a great truth: One of the main functions of faith—and of weekly worship—is to make you aware 
that there's more to your life than meets the eye.  There are mysteries and wonders hidden just beneath the surface of 
your life.  Even amid the dull routines of living, there are depths of joy, and beauty, and meaning that are just waiting to 
be discovered.  Sometimes even the most familiar things can be seen anew.   

In Christ's Peace, 

Brian 
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 Summer Sunday School begins on 
June 5. 

 Amanda, Kathee and two volun-
teers will be on-hand in room 110 to 
supervise children. 

 Nursery-age children should be 
dropped off in room 110 before wor-
ship. 

 Children preschool to completed second grade will 
be escorted to room 110 by two volunteers follow-
ing the Children’s Sermon. 

 Parents should pick up their children from room 
110 following worship. 

 Completed third grade and above children are in-
vited to remain in worship with their parents.  
Children’s Bulletins will be available in the Nar-
thex. 

 

Volunteers are needed  

to assist our paid nursery workers.  
NO prep time necessary, and no ex-
perience needed!  Volunteer  duties 
include the following: 

 Escorting children grades pre-
school- 2nd grade to lounge.  

 Enjoying quality time with Bow-
er Hill kids on the playground, 
playing games inside, or coloring 
a picture.  

Please sign up in the bulletin board outside of the old 
nursery. If you have any questions please contact Kiri 
Rising.  

Family Worship Sundays 

July 3  —   July 4th Weekend 

September 5 —  Labor Day Weekend 

——————————————————–———- 

 

Don’t forget to sign up for the Fearless Faith Summer 
Day Camp, which includes 
both full and half-day options.  
It runs from July 11—15, and 
will be limited to 40 campers 
each.  Invite your friends to 
this fun-filled week!  Registra-

tion forms are on the bulletin board across from the 
kitchen.  Deadline to reserve is June 19.  An infor-
mation packet will be mailed in early July.  

Adult Education  

This past year was an inspiring and 
challenging year in BHCC’s Adult 
Education program. We explored 
topics of spirituality with Pastor 
Snyder, continued with the 

thoughtful video series Living the Question, added a 
new series: The History of Christianity, were blessed 
with enlightening classes on a wide variety of social 
and spiritual topics from members of our congrega-
tion, and looked beyond the walls of our church to 
hear from speakers across the spectrum on both sides 
of some challenging issues we face as responsible 
citizens and people of faith. Many thanks to all who 
led classes and attended. 
 
Our Adult Education takes a summer “vacation” from 
classes but not planning. (Notice the exception with a 
new summer Bible study, below.)   
 
We are already planning for the 2016-2017 “season.” 
If you have a topic which you would like to have ad-
dressed in Adult Education, please feel free to let us 
know, either in person or via email: sdbois-
vert@verizon.net.  We look forward to kicking clas-
ses off on September 11.  Elder Steve Boisvert is the 
Chair of Adult Education. 
 
 
Summer Adult Education Class 

Have you ever wished that Adult Education didn’t go 
away in the summer?  This year it won’t! Throughout 
the summer, we will have a lectionary-based Bible 
study during the adult education time, just after cof-
fee hour.  This discussion group will be an in-depth 
look at the Bible readings that were used earlier the 
same day in worship.  The Bible study will take place 
in the Friendship Room, beginning June 5, and it will 
be co-led by the Rev. Fred Leasure, the newest mem-
ber of our Company of Pastors, and Peter Smith, the 
religion writer for the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. 

Newsletter Deadline Notice 
The July and August Newsletters will be combined into a joint 
issue. The following deadlines and meeting dates apply: 

 The deadline for newsletter submissions is June 15. 

 The deadline for the September Kickoff edition of the 
newsletter is August 15. 

 Newsletter volunteers will meet June 23 and August 25. 
There will be no mailing to fold in July. 

 Please call the office with any questions or concerns. 
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June 5 

Third Sunday after Pentecost 
Communion 

1 Kings 17:8-16; Luke 7:11-17  
 

June 12 
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

1 Kings 21:1-10, 15-21a; Luke 7:36-8:3 
 

June 19 
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

1 Kings 19:1-4, 8-15a; Luke 8:26-39 
 

June 26 
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14; Luke 9:51-62 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 1 —  
Carolyn Boisvert 
    Kirsten Rising 
 
June 2 —  Andy Druckenbrod 
    Richard Junker 
 
June 3 —  Judith Linaburg 
    Steve Grier 
 
June 4 —  Robert Foster 
 
June 5 —  Nina Helbling 
 
June 6 —  Laura Philson 
 
June 7 —  Char Balentine 
 
June 11 — Lily Philson 
    Alma Johnson 
 
June 12 — Bill Gardner, III 
     Nancy Salvante 
     Leah Smith 
 
June 14 — Jeffrey Criswell 
 
June 17 — James Cannon 
 
June 18 — Dylan Lease 
               Delaney McDonough 
 

June 19 — Katelyn Cole 
     June Schriber 
 
June 20 — Riley Jones 
     Tim Lease 
 
June 21 — Louise Burroughs 
 
June 22 — Gloria Julian 
     Rick Jacobs, Jr. 
 
June 23 — Juliet Cameron 
     June Stewart 
     Mary Good 
 
June 25 — Alfie Watterson 
 
June 27 — Nicholas Kane 
 
June 28 — Melanie Cole 
     Andrew Stewart 
 
June 30 — Kirk Ketchum 
 

Please take a moment to read 
through the names, pray for 

them, and offer them your best 
wishes!  

If your name is not listed, it is 
because the church office does 

not have your information. 

 

 

 

Sunday, June 5 

Diaper Shower—Grella Family 
Church members Craig and Amy Grella, (along 
with big sister Autumn), welcomed daughter No-
elle Rebecca into their family last August.  
Please join us during Coffee Hour to shower them 
with diapers (size 4 or larger) and wipes.   

July 11-15 

“Fearless Faith” Day Camp 
 

July 24-31 

Family Promise at BHCC 
 

Sunday, September 11 

Kick-Off Sunday 
 

September 25—October 2 

Family Promise at BHCC 

Communication Committee 

This is a reminder that the Mem-
bers section of our website is now 
available. This section contains 
lists of baptisms, births, deaths, 
marriages, new members and 
prayer concerns.  Also included 

are the office calendar (with all meetings), worship 
volunteer calendar, session manual and the photo 
directory. The photo directory is broken down by the 
first letter of each member’s last name. 

If you would like to have access to the Members sec-
tion, please send an email to Glenn Child at 
gstchild@yahoo.com.  Glenn will set up a user ac-
count, which will send you an email.  In the email, 
please click on the link to set your password. You 
will then will have access to this section. 

When you first visit the BHCC site, you will not be 
shown the Members section. To see it, you will need 
to click on login in the main menu and supply your 
password.  The Members section will then show up 
as a main menu item. 

Please contact Glenn with any questions or correc-
tions. 



 

 

Church Leadership (2017-2019) 
 
 Session Class of 2017  Session Class of 2018  Session Class of 2019 
 
 Steve Boisvert   Jim Cannon   Ben Boisvert 
 Theresa Child   Sarah Cannon   Joan Bridges 
 Sheri Geis   Andy Druckenbrod  Gary Gorski 
 Rick Jacobs   Dick Headley   Pat Jacobs 
 Cathy Morgan   Alan Hohlfelder   Kent Jones 
 Jason Rising   Gordon Mitchell  Mike Riemer 
 
 
 Deacons Class of 2017 Deacons Class of 2018 Deacons Class of 2019 
 
 Mary Good   Sally Child   Cynthia Gissin 
 Phyllis Madden   Doris Olinger   Mary Gorski 
 Beth Robosky   Kathy Philson   Nancy Green 
 Josie Sheldon   Ruth Robbins   Anne Mitchell 
 
 
 2017 Nominating Committee 
 
 Steve Grier 
 Lauren Kocher 
 Val Watterson 
 Carolyn Westerhoff 
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    DATE            GREETERS COFFEE        COMMUNION               NOTES FLOWERS 

6/5/2016 
June Captain:  Kent Jones  

Jean Miewald, Margaret Zabo 
Burke 

Gordon & Anne Mitchell 

Jean Miewald, M. DeLair 
Begin Summer Worship Nancy Green 

6/12/2016 Gordon & Anne Mitchell, Karl Casey Rising   Kathy Philson 

6/19/2016 Rick & Pat Jacobs, Lynne Wohleber Salvante  Father’s Day Doris Olinger 

6/26/2016 Glenn, Sally and Theresa Child Westerhoff   Sally Child 

7/3/2016 
July Captain:  Peter  Morgan 

Matt & Lauren Kocher 
Morgan 

Rick & Pat Jacobs 

M. Zabo, Jason Robosky 

July Fourth Weekend 

Family Worship 
Josie Sheldon 

7/10/2016 JoAnn & Leo Goode, Kara Pepicelli Belardi   Beth Robosky 

7/17/2016 Mary Beth Waine and Doris Olinger Grella   Mary Good 

7/24/2016 Ben & Carolyn Boisvert Jacobs   Mary Gorski 

7/31/2016 Mackey Family Boisvert   Anne Mitchell 

8/7/2016 
August Captain:  Mike Riemer   

Jennifer & Robert Foster 
Mackey 

Andy Druckenbrod, Allison 
Schlesinger, Sally Child, TBD 

 Ruth Robbins 

8/14/2016 Ben & Deb Carter and Family Saba   Phyllis Madden 

8/21/2016 Steve & Amber Grier 
Druckenbrod/ 
Schlesinger 

  Cynthia Gissin 

8/28/2016 Mary Good and Lynne Wohleber Mitchell   Nancy Green 

9/4/2016 TBD Andrews  
Labor Day Weekend 

Family Worship 
 

Summer Worship Volunteers 
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Community Notes 
Want to be included on this page? Submissions are due the 15th of every month  

for the next month’s publication. 412-561-4114 or office@bhccml.com 

Food pantry collection 

The next collection date for Wallace Food 
Pantry is June 12.  Currently, the greatest needs are for 
canned tuna or chicken, canned soups, and boxed cere-
al.  A special, ongoing need is for adult men’s protec-
tive undergarments, size medium.  As always, any do-

nations of non-perishable food items, toiletry items, 
and paper products are welcomed.   
 

Western PA Diaper Bank Collection 

Our next collection of disposable diapers for the Western 
PA Diaper Bank is Sunday, June 19.  Sizes 4, 5 and 6 are 
most in need for babies.  XL diapers are needed for the 
geriatric population. 
 
The collection container is the Pack’N Play, which is lo-
cated in the hallway directly outside of the Nursery.  Your 
diaper donations each month are greatly appreciated! 
 
If you would prefer to make a monetary donation in lieu 
of diapers, please make your check payable to Western 
Pennsylvania Diaper Bank and mail it to Western Penn-
sylvania Diaper Bank, 2546 Centre Ave., Pittsburgh, 
PA 15219.  Our  church should be wr itten on the 
Memo line of your check. Donations are tax deductible.  
 
SPECIAL NOTE: National legislation has been pro-
posed to assist families that need diapers. More infor-
mation is available via this link: https://
campaignforchildren.org/resources/letters-
correspondence/300-organizations-support-the-hygiene-
assistance-for-families-of-infants-and-toddlers-act/.  You 
may want to write a letter of support to your U.S. Con-
gressperson. 
 
Coffee, Cake & Conversation will meet again on 
Tuesday, June 28, at 2:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  

This group provides an opportunity to extend our fel-
lowship time from fifteen minutes on Sun-
day mornings to two hours once a month.  
Coffee and cake will be provided: the con-
versation is up to you!  Contact Bill Cadwell 
for more information. 

Memorial Committee 

The child care/nursery room, 
across from the Friendship Room, 
is now bright and colorful thanks 
to the dedicated work of several 
members of the congregation. 

 
The refurbishing of the room included the installation 
of the new windows.  The new curtains were made 
with money donated to the Memorial Fund in memory 
of Sarah Steinmark. 
 
Ed and Sarah Steinmark joined BHCC when they 
moved from Ohio to this area to live at Providence 
Point.  Sarah took delight in seeing the children of the 
congregation each Sunday.  Her life, this memorial 
and the growing number of children attending BHCC 
will continue to inspire us. 
 
Senior Men’s Breakfast 

The senior men's breakfast group will meet on Tuesday, 
June 7.  The Kings Restaurant on Route 50 near the 
end of Greentree Road is the location, and the meeting 
time is 8:00 a.m.  The group meets in the room to the 
left of the cashier, and no reservation is necessary. 
Usually 6-10 church members attend and are welcome 
to an unstructured discussion of any topic that comes 
to mind.  This first Tuesday meeting day will continue 
through October. 
 

Bookworms 

Bookworms is our ladies’ book discussion group, 

which meets at 7:30 p.m. in Room 103 for fellowship 
and discussion of a chosen title. You are reminded that 
for the upcoming months, the group will meet on the 
fourth Tuesday.  Everyone is welcome to read the 
book for the month and join the discussion.   

June 28 
Our Souls at Night by Kent Haruf 

July 26 
Being Mortal by Atul Gawande 

August 23 
Breakfast with Buddha by Roland Merulle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://campaignforchildren.org/resources/letters-correspondence/300-organizations-support-the-hygiene-assistance-for-families-of-infants-and-toddlers-act/
https://campaignforchildren.org/resources/letters-correspondence/300-organizations-support-the-hygiene-assistance-for-families-of-infants-and-toddlers-act/
https://campaignforchildren.org/resources/letters-correspondence/300-organizations-support-the-hygiene-assistance-for-families-of-infants-and-toddlers-act/
https://campaignforchildren.org/resources/letters-correspondence/300-organizations-support-the-hygiene-assistance-for-families-of-infants-and-toddlers-act/
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Greetings from our BHCC Interns 

Overall, the last Eat and Meet for the church year on May 15 
was a great night!  Unfortunately, the youth trip to Crestfield 
was canceled at the last minute due to weather. However, it 
was still a joy being at the church for this last gathering.  The 
4th graders joined us for their first Eat and Meet ever. For 
dinner, we enjoyed sloppy joes, pierogies, plus two delicious 
cookie cakes made by Nate and Ellie Rising. Pastor Brian 
taught us a unique way to pray which brought about a 
healthy discussion among the group. Finally, to end the 
night, we had fun playing a game of sardines.   
 
Sadly, after weeks of Sunday school and months of Eat and 
Meet, our time at Bower Hill has come to a close for the sea-
son.  While we are disappointed it is ending, we are excited 
for the summer.  Each of us will be a part of Crestfield’s 
summer staff.  Tyler is the day camp coordinator for the 
Summer and on July 11 – 15, he will be back coordinating 
VBS here.  It is going to be a blast, and your kids will not 
want to miss it.  Jeremiah is the Mission Possible coordina-
tor, helping to coordinate mission projects for the youth 
groups that attend camp.  While our internship has officially 
ended for the year, you’ll likely see us again. Once again, 
thank you for all your kind words and hospitality this past 
year. It was a pleasure being a part of Bower Hill.  
 
     Sincerely, 

Jeremiah Wagner and Tyler Musher 

 

 
Sandi’s Garden Is Up and Running! 

Sandi’s Garden has been refreshed and extended. It is now full of pepper plants, zucchini, swiss chard and beans 
ready to burst forth and once again supply SHIM’s Food Pantry with bountiful fresh organic produce. SHIM has 
added a new Food Pantry, so our produce is needed more than ever. Our goal is to deliver 500 pounds of fresh, or-
ganic produce. This year some of our preschoolers have helped get things going by planting and watering. At BHCC 
mission starts early and never stops. 
 
All of this doesn’t happen on its own. Sandi’s Garden provides opportunities for all members of the congregation to 
participate. Members can help make this year even more successful than last year by: 
 Donating seed packets of swiss chard, bush beans, pole beans, squash, and zucchini. 
 Donating regular or Thai basil plants. Fresh herbs are always welcome at the Food Pantry. 
 Signing up to water the garden beds for a week. The signup sheet is on the bulletin board across from  
      Equal Exchange coffee. 
 Helping with harvesting produce. This year we will be harvesting on Sundays. 
 Volunteering to deliver the produce on Monday mornings. 
 
We are blessed to be part of a congregation that is committed to the call to serve others in so many ways. Sandi’s 
Garden provides an opportunity to enjoy the long-awaited, warm sunny days of spring and summer knowing that our 
little plot of land is part of a wonderful mission. Many thanks to all who have been part of this mission project in the 
past and who continue to support it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear 
friends,  

 

Once again, the congregation of Bower Hill 
Community Church has shown great generosi-
ty and love.  Thank you for making my last 
Sunday as the Christian Education and Youth 
Director so special.  It truly was a privilege 
and a honor to work side-by-side with every-
one for the three years that I worked here.   

 
The celebration of the growth of Bower Hill 
Community Church families and children was 
amazing.  

 

Thank you for sharing your families with me! 

 

Grace and peace,  

    Marla 
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Sunday Transportation 

Need a ride to worship? The deacons would like to provide a r ide to 
worship for members who need one.  Please contact the 
church office several days before Sunday worship, and 
someone will help schedule your ride. 

 

Are you willing to give a ride? 

The deacons are compiling a list of people who might be 
willing to give rides to church. There are several people who do not 
drive who might come to church if they had a ride. If you would be willing 
to offer rides, please call the church office at 412-561-4114.  

OUR CHURCH STAFF 

 

 Rev. Dr. Brian Snyder, Pastor 

br@bhccml.com 

 

Company of Pastors 

 Rev. Tami Hooker 

Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure 

Rev. Dr. Betty Sykes 

 Rev. John Yohe 

 

TBD 

Director of Christian Education  

and Youth Programs 

 

Anne Smith, Director of Music Ministries 

an@bhccml.com 

 

Dianne Scott, Financial Secretary 

di@bhccml.com 

 

Karen Reynolds, Office Administrator 

office@bhccml.com 

 

 
THE CHURCH OFFICE 

[412] 561-4114 

Monday - Friday   9:00 a.m.— 2:30 p.m. 

Bower Hill Community Church 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

Please pray for Our Care List 

70 Moffett Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15243 

Phone: 412-561-4114 
Fax: 412-561-2252 

E-mail: office@bhccml.com 
www.BowerHillChurch.org 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 


