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Kickoff Sunday - Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
 



Bower Hill Community Church, Presbyterian USA 
Order for Worship 

Kickoff Sunday ~ Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost ~ 11 September 2022 
 

Preparation for Worship: 
“My work is loving the world.” 

~Mary Oliver 
   
Prelude                         Elevation          Guillmant 
 
Choral Introit           This Is the Day 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
  Leader: God searches the hearts of all to see if there are any who are wise, 
  People: to see if there are any who seek after God. 
  Leader: We gather to sing, to praise, to know, and to believe, 
  People: to seek, to call, to worship, to love. 

 
Prayer of Adoration  
God of the ages, you who strengthen us and appoint us to serve, receive us and welcome us with 
your mercy, that we might be examples of transformation for all who seek to know you and follow 
you here in this time and place; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen.   
 
*Hymn: Blue 263 / Purple 12   Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise   
              
Call to Prayer   
Jesus promised us that there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who 
repents.  Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin. 
 
Prayer of Confession  
  Gracious God, in Jesus Christ you came to seek and save the lost.  Like a good  
  shepherd, tending your flock, you search the wilderness for one lost sheep; yet  
  we seek safety and strength in numbers, abandoning the most vulnerable to their 
  need.  Like a wise woman managing her house, you sweep the floors for one lost 
  coin; yet we calculate our gains and cut our losses, squandering your good and 
  precious gifts.  Forgive us, gracious God.  Call us back with the voice of your  
  Word.  Lead us home by the light of your Spirit.  Raise us up in righteousness, so 
  that we may show your glory, do your will, and sing your praises; through Jesus 
  Christ our Savior. Amen.    

               
Silent Prayers   
 
Words of Assurance  
Rejoice, says the Lord.  Rejoice!  I have found my sheep, my coin.  I have found the one who was 
lost.  My beloved child is home at last. In the name of Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
*The Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 
*The Peace   
  Leader: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
  People: And also with you. 
  Leader: Let us greet one another with the peace of Christ.   



Time with the Children   
All children in preschool through third grade are invited to the front steps for the children’s sermon. 
 
Prayer for Illumination  
Holy One, send us your Spirit, and let your Word be with us—not high in heaven, out of reach; not 
far away, beyond the sea. Let your Word be near to us—on our lips and in our hearts—so that we 
may choose the way of life you offer us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   
 
First Scripture Reading    Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28    Pew Bible Page 702 
  Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
  People: Thanks be to God.    
 
The Psalter: Purple Hymnal 421 Have Mercy, God, Upon My Life     Psalm 51 
1) Have mercy, God, upon my life, and make me clean within:  
  Pour out your ever-faithful love and wash away my sin. 
2) My guilt is heavy on my mind; I know what I have done: 
  Against your justice I have sinned, against you, God, alone. 
3) Now teach me wisdom in my soul; I long to see your face. 
  Let bones once broken sing with joy, and heal me by your grace. 
4) Create in me a faithful heart, a spirit right and new. 
  Sustain me with your saving love and keep me close to you. 
5) Then I will praise you with my heart, my mind, my soul, my voice. 
  You save the least and seek the lost; let all the world rejoice! 
 
Second Scripture Reading    Luke 15:1-10       Pew Bible Page 78 
 
Gospel Response              Threefold Amen 
 
Sermon                 “Rejoice with Me”     Rev. Dr. Brian Snyder   
                            
Offering 
 
Anthem                    Chorister’s Prayer       Jacob Dishman 
 
*Response 592: The Doxology Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow          Old Hundredth 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow!  Praise God all creatures here below!   
Praise God above, ye heavenly host!  Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost!  Amen. 

 
*Prayer of Dedication 
 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
  Leader: The Lord be with you. 
  People: And also with you. 
  Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
  People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
  Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
The Sanctus                Holy, Holy, Holy Lord  Sung by choir and congregation 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might! Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna 

in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna in the highest. 

 
Words of Institution 
 
Communion Music   Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ   Art Thomas, baritone 
 
 



The People Commune 
All are invited to take part in the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. Approach the minster by way of the 
center aisle and return to your  seat by way of the side aisle. Gluten free bread is available upon 
request. You may deposit your cup in the basket on the windowsill. If you remain seated, a server will 
offer you communion in your pew. Receiving the Sacrament is your choice. If you prefer not to receive 
it today, simply let the server know. 
 
Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer: 
  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
  Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread,  
  and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors, 
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
  for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.   
 
Welcome and Next Steps 
 
Minute for Mission     Anne Smith on New Hymnal Dedication Opportunity  
 
*Closing Hymn: Blue 145 / Purple 804  Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart   

 
*Charge and Benediction 
 
Choral Extroit        Sevenfold Amen  
 
*Postlude          Fugue in G Minor         J.S. Bach 

Feel free to exit during the postlude, mindful of those who wish to remain and listen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Prayers are requested for: 
 

Bower Hill Church Members 

Inese Baumhammers 

Joan McAnulty, Jeff Carper 

Gloria Child, Jean Dunfee 

Georgia Gallo, Nina Helbling 

 Nate Ivey, Tim Lease 

Dottie Post 

 Ongoing Prayers for Health Concerns 

Other family, friends, loved ones, etc.  

Dave, friend of Karl Casey, who has been diagnosed and being treated 
for an aggressive cancer of the lung,  

lymph nodes, and brain. 
 

Linda, sister of Nancy Andrews, for sever Rheumatoid Arthritis with lung 
damage and Colitis. 

 
Pam McMillion, mother of Rachel McElroy,  who has been  

diagnosed with Stage IV breast cancer and in need of supportive pray-
ers so that she can find healing. 

 
Dave Murdock, father of Deb Carter, who has stage 4  

Metastatic Prostate Cancer. 
 

Brian Shanahan and Neal Harrison for health  
concerns, requested by the Rising Family 

 
Paul Tallant, hospitalized following a serious auto accident, son of Mar-

sha Tallant, friend of Lynne Wohleber’s. 
 

Marty Whayley, friend of Mike Riemer,  
who is in stage 4 liver failure. 

If you have a prayer request, please write it on the white prayer request card located in your pew.    You 
may place it in the offering plate located in the narthex to be printed next week.  Prayer concerns will re-
main in the bulletin for three weeks unless otherwise requested. 


