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~The Written Word: Bower Hill’s Many Authors~ 

“Write it before them on a tablet, and inscribe it in a book…” 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 

Most religions rely on sacred texts, but the written word is more central to some faiths than to others.  
Judaism, Islam, and Christianity love their holy words.  Presbyterians have been accused of overemphasizing 
words to the point of neglecting all else.  We have traditionally valued the sermon above the sacraments.  500 
years ago, early reformers thought it a Christian duty to eliminate illiteracy so that people could read the Bible 
for themselves.  This love of the written word led to the creation of some of the world’s great universities.  A 
love of words is deep in the bones of all Christians.  That’s why it’s no surprise that we have so many gifted 
writers affiliated with Bower Hill Church.  In this month’s newsletter, I wanted to highlight some of them:  

Rev. Bill Barker:  The founding pastor  of our  congregation has written many books about the 
Bible, and most of them can be found in our church library—just opposite the offices.  His most popular by far 
is Everyone in the Bible, published in 1966 while he was pastoring our congregation.  It remains in print to 
this day.  This is the only book I know that takes every single individual name in the Bible and tells you who 
that person is.  If you stumble across the name Jehoiada in your reading, turn to Barker’s book, and he’ll tell 
you all about the Bible’s five separate individuals named Jehoiada!  Even my wife’s Pentecostal father has had 
a copy of this book for decades.  

Rev. Bill Philippe:  Bill-the-2nd was only with us from 1978 to 1982.  He wrote an overview of the 
Scriptures called A Romp through the Bible.  More recently, in 2015, he published The Pastor’s Diary, a 
pastoral memoir which includes a chapter entitled “Bower Hill Church.”  I purchased this book for the church 
library.  Be warned; the Bower Hill chapter is none-too-flattering, but what can a pastor really know about a 
church in four short years?  He does mention Carol Knox by name…  

Rev. Cal Wilson:  Cal was our  inter im pastor  on two occasions.  He had a br illiant career  in 
Pittsburgh, and it all started when he relocated here from Albany to serve our congregation.  Cal and his wife 
Beth remained beloved participants in the life of our church until just last year, when they retired to Maine.  
Cal has written two creative works of fiction: The Little Toy Soldier on the Covered Bridge, published in 
2001, and A Box of Crosses in 2018.  The latter is about the life of a Presbyterian minister in Albany.  If you 
miss Cal’s unique style and way with words, these books are for you.    

Elder Michelle Snyder:  Michelle co-authored a book called Life, Death, and Reinvention: The Gift 
of the Impossibly Messed-up Life, published in 2016.  Like Cal’s books, you’ll hear the author’s voice as you 
read these pages!  The title and subtitle say it all.  Positing that even Jesus had to reinvent himself, this is a 
book about personal transformation, and it leans heavily on Michelle’s expertise as a mental health therapist.   

Elder Sam Kidder:  Sam is cur rently on Session, repatr iated to Pittsburgh after  many years in 
the US diplomatic corps in East Asia.  Sam’s 2020 book is a meticulously-researched and very readable 
biography that has been featured on the website of the Presbyterian Historical Society.  Of One Blood All 
Nations draws its title from Acts 17:26, and it tells the story of John Bingham, who is a local boy, a 
Presbyterian, the author of the 14th Amendment, and the longtime senior American diplomat in Japan.  
Bingham is re-emerging today as the immigration debate sparks new interest in the 14th Amendment.   

 
  Have I overlooked anyone?  Beat the COVID blues by reading a Bower Hill author.  All of these 
books are available on Amazon and in the church library.  Michelle and Sam’s books can be purchased in my 
office for $15 cash (exact change).  Sam will donate $5 back to the church for the sale of his book.  
 

In Christ’s Peace,  
~Brian  

~  Isaiah 30:8 
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Changes to the Online Worship Service 

Once we return to the live service in the sanctuary there will be 

changes that will affect the online worship service.  The online 

worship service you view on Sunday is pre-recorded.  This simplifies 

the process and allows us to edit the video, to pull in the soundboard 

audio, and insert the choir’s music videos.  We have time to produce 

a quality video, upload it to YouTube and fix any issues so it is ready 

to go on Sunday.  Once we return to the in-person service in the 

sanctuary, we will broadcast the Sunday service live.  This change 

will free Brian from having to do the worship service twice a week 

(once for pre-recording the online service during the week and once for the live service on Sunday).  

Live web streaming involves much more equipment such as multiple cameras, video cards, audio 

interface with connection to the soundboard, and a computer to bring it all together to stream to 

YouTube.  We have done extensive testing and training to run the equipment.  But with all this 

equipment, if one of the components fails, we could lose the live stream.  If problems arise, we have 

a couple of backup plans that may allow us to post the worship video a couple of hours after the 

service ends.  We have talked with other churches who have had startup issues.  Hopefully, 

knowledge of their issues will help us avoid the problems they experienced.  So, please bear with us 

if problems arise.  There may be a slight change in how you access the service on YouTube.   

Further instructions will be communicated in future  
bulletins/newsletters and documented on the website. 

 
                     ~Glenn Child 

 
One of my fascinations is the study of words.  In seminary, it was always quite 
interesting to discover the way a certain word was used in the Biblical time and 
how we translated it into our current understanding.  It was a real eye-opener to 
learn that what I thought and what was intended were not the same. 
 
During the pandemic, some of my time has been occupied by doing crossword 
puzzles.  Of course, as one who has limited spelling ability, this could be quite a 
challenge even when they were supposedly the easy ones.  One thing that I 
discovered over and over was that there are so many multiple meanings to 
words that we use every day.  This becomes even more clear as we become 
more dependent on electronic communication to express ourselves. 
 

So many words have such great power--love, hate, now, ugly, etc.  As we have experienced political 
rhetoric, we have been stunned by the often careless and hurtful manner in which words have been 
spewed out.  It is as if civility has become a forgotten virtue, to be replaced with raw and divisive 
speech. 
 
Jesus’ words of our Biblical tradition have been the source of comfort and guidance through the 
centuries.  Perhaps it is time to reclaim the beauty of words that comfort and unite us as one people 
created in the image of the Almighty that proclaimed from creation onward, “it is good!” 
 

             ~Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure, Parish Associate 
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Children’s Programming Updates 

When our children and youth programs launched on September 13, they were designed for a fully remote climate.  
As the church transitions to in-person worship, the Youth and CE committees are doing our best to modify 
meeting formats and frequencies to meet the needs of families.  We will continue to provide meaningful 
connection and safe spaces to grow, learn and practice faith for your children.  Be sure to look for communications 
to stay up to date as we test new schedules and routines.  Below is an overview of the changes; look for an email 
from Amy for full details by age group.   

Children’s Worship (Preschool through Second Grade) 

Weekly children’s worship stories using the Godly Play format will continue to be pre-recorded and posted on the 

church website.  For this age group, the CE committee felt it was important to provide parents content in order to 

engage in Children’s Worship together with their child.  We will host a monthly Zoom meeting for children to 
share and visit with each other.  The first meeting will be held in October. 
 
Tweens (Third and Fourth Graders) 

For the next few weeks up through Sunday, October 18, we will try a combined in-person meeting for our Tween 

and Pre-teen groups.  We will meet on the church lawn immediately following worship for organized games and 

fellowship for 30 minutes.  We will use the next few weeks to reach out to families to gauge comfort levels and 
formulate plans to return in-door, in-person classes using The Holy Moly curriculum.  For the tween group, we 

plan these future classes to be held during the worship service, as we’ve done in the past.  
 
Pre-teens (Fifth through Eighth Graders) 

5th through 8th graders will meet in person on Sundays immediately following worship.  Through Sunday,  
October 18, these meetings will be held outdoors and will be combined with the 3rd and 4th graders for organized 

games and fellowship for 30 minutes.  For as long as we meet outdoors, we will not use the Connect curriculum 

due to difficulties playing sound and video outdoors.  We will use the next few weeks to formulate plans to return 

to in-door, in-person classes using the Connect curriculum.  For the pre-teen group, these classes will be held 

immediately following worship so that pre-teens may sit in worship with their family  
 
Confirmation Class Update  

Pastor Brian will confirm youth on Sunday, October 18.  Confirmation class will meet outdoors and in person on 
the church grounds in the shade of a tree immediately following worship through October 18.  Students are 
encouraged to bring lawn chairs or blankets to sit on.  Worship services are only allowed to last 30 minutes under 
Covid-19 best practice guidelines, so it makes sense that classes, too, should be no more than 30 minutes.  

 
Senior High Weekly Meetup 

9th-12th graders will begin a new weekly meetup once Confirmation ends in mid-October.  This meeting will be 
planned for immediately following worship service and last 30 minutes.  We will use Echo the Story, a biblical 
narrative journey designed for youth using a collection of learning styles.  Click here to learn more about Echo the 
Story. 

 
Senior High Youth Group Meetups 

We will continue to schedule out-door fellowship opportunities for youth in grades 9-12.  Please note the change 
in event on October 3rd (no longer biking - but hiking) from what was sent out last month. 

Saturday, October 3, at 2:00 p.m.  We will hike the Emerald View Trail along Mt. Washington.  See 
location details here.  We will meet at the church to carpool.  Bring water.  Snacks will be provided. 

 
Sunday, October 25, at 1:00 p.m.  Simmons Farms Fall Festival.  We will meet at Simmons Farms 
and spend a few hours.  The cost of this event will be covered.  RSVPs are needed in order to reserve time 
at Simmons. 

Director of Christian Education and Youth Programs  --  Amy Grella 

https://www.wearesparkhouse.org/store/category/286829/Echo-the-Story-36
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/pennsylvania/emerald-view-trail?u=i
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October 4:  World Communion* Sunday 

in the sanctuary! 

* Please bring your own communion elements: 

--bread & grape juice. 

Philippians 3:4b-14; Ex 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 

 

October 11:  Pentecost 19A 

Philippians 4:1, 4-9; Exodus 32:1-14 

“The Lure of Shiny Things” 

 

October 18:  Pentecost 20A 

Matthew 22:15-22; Exodus 33:12-23 

“The Unseen Face”  

 

October 25:  Reformation Sunday 

Matthew 22:34-46; Deuteronomy 34:1-12 

“See It and Die” 

WORSHIP PLANS 

PREPARING TO CELEBRATE 

 
As we approach Thanksgiving, Advent and 

Christmas, we will all be seeking new ways to 

celebrate in this era of COVID 19.  At Bower Hill, 

we are trying to get creative as well.  Though there 

will be some things that just can’t stay the same, 

we are hoping to modify some so they are as close 

to “normal” as we can get them. 

 

 
ADVENT BIBLE STUDY: 

Though we are not sure what 

the format will take, the theme 

this year will be; “Making 

Room: Sharing the Love of 

Christmas”   

This is a small group offering that will explore the 

warmth of welcome at Christmas following 

interactions with Mary and Joseph, the Shepherds 

and the Magi.  Just as Jesus made room in God’s 

kingdom for those on the margins of society, we 

too should be asking ourselves who we can make 

room for this Christmas season. 

This four session study will be led by our Parish 

Associate, Rev. Dr. Frederick Leasure 

 

 
TRADITION SHARING: 

In an attempt to bridge the gap from distancing to 

community fellowship, our Parish Associate (aka. 

Fred) is seeking to gather a compendium of family 

stories, traditions and experiences that have 

punctuated your holiday season over the years.  It 

may be a recollection of a toy you received, a 

scripture you always read, a special meal that was 

shared or something else.  You are asked to take a 

few minutes to write it down, or video it and send 

it to Fred Leasure at fhlea97@gmail.com.  He will 

attempt to collate it and have it available on the 

church website to be shared.  In our isolation, this 

has the potential to enliven our thoughts and share 

some oft forgotten joys of the community.  Please 

take a few moments to make our celebration more 

special this year. 

Children and Youth Volunteers 

As we plan for the re-

introduction of in-person 

meetups for our older 

elementary children and 

youth, we will need the 

help of adult volunteers.  

Most meetings will happen on Sundays 

immediately following worship and will be 

short (30-40 minutes).  If you have NOT 

volunteered for us in the past, but would be 

interested in learning more, please contact 

Amy or the church office.  Amy will be 

sending out specific details in the coming 

weeks. 

mailto:fhlea97@gmail.com
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Oct. 1: Brianna Ivey 

 

Oct. 2: Anne  Mitchell 

 

Oct. 3: Rachel Robosky 

 

Oct. 4: Mary Gorski 
 
Oct. 5: Tyler Kane 
 

 

Oct. 11: Helen Carter 

  Jason Rising 

 

Oct. 12: Andy Baumhammers 

  Vanessa Shwallon 

  Sara Waller 

 

Oct. 17: Lesley Olinger 

  Eliza Watterson 
 
Oct. 18: Autumn Grella 

  William Young 
 
Oct. 19: Mary Ketchum 
 
Oct. 22: Allison Gibbons 

 

Oct. 24: Dave Stewart 
 
Oct. 25: Lori Rothschild 

 
Oct. 26: Dorothy Post 
 
Oct. 27: Brad Gray 
 
Oct. 29: Robert Balentine 

  Grace Foster 

 

Oct. 30: Curt Philson 

 

Church Leadership (2021-2023) 

Session Class of 2021 
 

Glenn Child 

Amber Grier 

Sam Kidder 

Tim Lease 

Kristen Mackey 

Rich Salvante 

 

Deacons Class of 2021 
 

Betsy Hohlfelder 

* Doris Olinger 

Josie Sheldon 

Val Watterson 

Session Class of 2022 
 

* Ben Boisvert 

* Karl Casey 

Rick Jacobs 

Gordon Mitchell 

Phil Neusius 

Kiri Rising 

 

Deacons Class of 2022 
 

* Cynthia Gissin 

Nancy Criswell 

Bri Ivey 

Kathy Philson 

Session Class of 2023 
 

Jean Miewald 

Sarah Neusius 

Lynn Sirinek 

Mary Beth Waine 

Bryan Webler 

Lynne Wohleber 

 

Deacons Class of 2023 
 

Sally Child 
Linda James 

* Darenda Lease 
Allison Schlesinger 

* = Second Term 2021 Nominating Committee to be determined 

THE BIRTHDAY BLESSING 

Please take a moment to read through 

the names, pray for them, and offer 

them your best wishes!  If your name 

is not listed, it is because the church 

office does not have your 

information.  Please call 412-561-

4114 or email office@bhccml.com. 
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LIGHTING THE STEEPLE 

The opportunity to light the 

steeple of Bower Hill 

Community Church continues 

to be successful.  Many have 

sponsored a night in memory 

or in honor of a person or a 

special occasion.  Notice of the lighting and 

the person, event, or date that it 

commemorates, will appear in the weekly 

bulletin.  The cost of this is $10 a day and 

can be sent directly to the church.   
 
Requests should include:  1) the date(s) you 

would like to sponsor;  2) the reason you 

want to sponsor (in honor, in memory, etc.);  

3) the name of the person(s) or the event as 

you want it to appear in the bulletin;  4)  

your name.  Email your request to:  Amy 

Leasure at amlea97@hotmail.com. 
 

MULTIPLE SPONSORS can share the 
SAME DATE. 

 
 

Dedication for October 17 
 

In honor of Joe and Carol Petti on their 
28th Wedding Anniversary 

BHCC Care List 

Jeff Carper, Dennis Geis, Sr., Nancy Geis 

Dave and Nancy Green, Mary Gorski 

Joan and Jim McAnulty 
 

Rev. Glenn Loper, 1st Baptist Church 

LuAnne Pattison, former  member  

Rev. Dr. Brian Snyder, Pastor 
 

Parish Associate, Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure 
 

Company of Pastors 

 Rev. Tami Hooker 

Rev. Phil Jamison 

Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure 

Rev. Dr. Betty Sykes 
 

Amy Grella, Director 

Christian Education and Youth Programs 
 

Anne Smith 

Director of Music Ministries 
 

Philip Engel 

Financial Secretary 
 

Karen Reynolds 

Office Administrator 

 

THE CHURCH OFFICE 

(412) 561-4114 

office@bhccml.com 

Monday - Friday, 9:00 a.m.— 2:30 p.m. 

www.BowerHillChurch.org 

BHCC Information 

Bookworms  

The group continues to meet on the fourth Tuesday 
of the month at 1:00 p.m. via ZOOM. 

 
October 27 -- Just Mercy, by Brian Stevenson 

November 24 -- Giver of Stars, by JoJo Moyes   

December -- no meeting 

January -- American Dirt, by Jeanne Cummins 

Building and Grounds Update 

As we near the end of the “construction season” at Bower Hill, our 
contractors are completing their final remaining tasks and all major 
ongoing work will wrap up in the coming months.  

Concrete work is substantially complete with the Moffett St. 
sidewalk replacement, which was completed in time for the planned 
transition back to in-person instruction at Jefferson.  Some 
highlights of the concrete work include a stamped and colored 
concrete pad just outside of Fellowship Hall.  These treatments 
provide the aesthetic benefits of the slate tiles they replaced, with 
greater longevity and reduced future maintenance needs. 

Additionally, a portion of the main walk from Moffett St. to 
Fellowship Hall was constructed to an increased 12” depth with 
additional reinforcing.  This has provided a safe access point for 
heavy equipment needed for current and any future work on the 
steeple to traverse the walk without damaging the concrete. 

Trim and gutter work on the main building is complete and paint 
repairs are being performed on the main steeple.  Additionally, the 
smaller steeple above Fellowship Hall is undergoing repairs to 
several deteriorated ornamental sections, and it will also receive a 
new paint job.  Work on the south wing will continue into the fall. 

             ~Ben Boisvert, Chair 


