
Bower Hill Community Church, Presbyterian USA 
Order for Worship 

Reformation Sunday ~ 30 October 2022 
 

Preparation for Worship: 
“Humility is the beginning of true intelligence.” 

~John Calvin 
 
Prelude                  Toccata on A Mighty Fortress    Paul Manz 

Choral Introit        This Is the Day 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  

 Leader: We gather today in search of reformation. 
People: We wish to reform ourselves, our church, our society. 
Leader: We stand fearless at the edge of change. 
People: For God is in the midst of us, and we will not be moved. 
Leader: Be still and know that God is God. 
People: God is our rock and redeemer. 
 

Prayer of Adoration  
You are our hiding place, O God; you preserve us from trouble and deliver us from death. You teach us your wisdom and 
show us your grace by honoring the weak and forgiving the wicked. All glory and praise to you; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen.   
 
*Hymn 275     A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

1) A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing.  
Our helper he, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing. 
For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe.  
His craft and power are great, and armed with cruel hate, on earth is not his equal. 

2 Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing,  
were not the right man on our side, the man of God's own choosing. 
Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is he. 
Lord Sabaoth his name, from age to age the same, and he must win the battle. 

3 And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us, 
we will not fear, for God hath willed his truth to triumph through us. 
The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him. 
His rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure. 
One little word shall fell him. 

4 That word above all earthly powers, no thanks to them, abideth. 
The Spirit and the gifts are ours through him who with us sideth. 
Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also. 
The body they may kill; God's truth abideth still. 
His kingdom is forever. 

                 
Call to Prayer  
When we keep our mistakes and misdeeds hidden away, we are consumed with guilt and pain. Therefore, let us come 
into the light and acknowledge our shortcomings, trusting that God will forgive us and make us whole.  Together let us 
confess our sins: 
 
Prayer of Confession  

Loving God, you promise that all who faithfully confess to you will be forgiven and preserved from 
trouble. Trusting in your mercy, we acknowledge the harm that we have done, and the good we have 
failed to do. Forgive us, we pray; guide us in your truth and teach us your way, that we may love and 
serve you well. Amen. 

          
Silent Prayers   
 
Words of Assurance 
Hear the good news: though your sins are like scarlet, they will be like snow. For the Lord has promised to forgive all, and 
to surround with steadfast love everyone who trusts in God. In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 



 Thanks be to God.  
 
*The Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 
*The Peace   

 Leader: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 People: And also with you. 
 Leader: Let us greet one another with the peace of Christ.   
 
Time with the Children   

All children from preschool through third grade are invited to the front steps for the children’s sermon. 
 
Prayer for Illumination  
God, through the power of your Holy Spirit, open to us your Word, that we would hear what you would say to us today; to 
Jesus Christ who comes to us even before we are ready or worthy.  Amen.   
 
First Scripture Reading  Luke 19:1-10   

 Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God.    
 
The Psalter: Hymn 446    How Blest, Those Whose Transgressions   Psalm 32 

1) How blest, those whose transgressions have freely been forgiven; 
whose guilt is wholly covered before the sight of heaven. 
Blest, those to whom our Lord God will not impute their sin: 
whose guilt has been forgiven; whose hearts, made true again. 

2) While I kept guilty silence, my strength was spent with grief. 
Your hand was heavy on me; my life found no relief. 
But when I made confession and hid no sin from you, 
when I revealed my failings, you gave me life anew. 

3) So let the godly seek you, when troubling times are near; 
no storm or flood shall reach them, nor cause their hearts to fear. 
In you, O Lord, I hide me; you save me from all ill. 
And songs of your salvation my heart with rapture fill. 

 
Second Scripture Reading  Habakkuk 1:1-4 & 2:1-4  
 
Gospel Response    Threefold Amen 
 
Sermon               “The Vision Awaits Its Time”       Rev. Dr. Brian Snyder   
 
Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors, 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.   

 
Welcome and Next Steps 
                            
Offering   
 
Anthem                  The Road Home     Stephen Paulus                          
 
*Response 592: The Doxology  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                     Old Hundredth 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow!  Praise God all creatures here below!   
Praise God above, ye heavenly host!  Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost!  Amen. 

 
*Prayer of Dedication 



 

*Closing Hymn 624   I Greet Thee Who My Sure Redeemer Art 
1) I greet thee, who my sure Redeemer art, my only trust and Savior of my heart, 

who pain didst undergo for my poor sake; I pray thee from our hearts all cares to take. 
2) Thou art the King of mercy and of grace, reigning omnipotent in every place: 

so come, O King, and our whole being sway; shine on us with the light of thy pure day. 
3) Thou art the life, by which alone we live, and all our substance and our strength receive; 

sustain us by thy faith and by thy power, and give us strength in every trying hour. 
4) Thou hast the true and perfect gentleness; no harshness hast thou and no bitterness. 

O grant to us the grace we find in thee, that we may dwell in perfect unity. 
5) Our hope is in no other save in thee; our faith is built upon thy promise free; 

Lord, give us peace, and make us calm and sure, that in thy strength we evermore endure. 

 
*Charge and Benediction 
 
Choral Extroit     Sevenfold Amen  
 
*Postlude    Toccata and Fugue in D Minor    J.S. Bach 

Feel free to exit during the postlude, mindful of those who wish to remain and listen. 
 
 

 


