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~ In Their Time ~ 

“God has made all things beautiful in their time.”~  

Dear Members and Friends, 
 
 These lovely days of autumn, with their golden hues and gathering leaves!  It’s been a little hot, but fall is still a 
good time to reflect on time itself, to cast a backward glance over the years of your journey, to contemplate the path ahead, 
and to linger awhile in the fleeting moments of today.  The first Sunday in August marked my seventh anniversary with 
you here at Bower Hill Church.  Just today, a long-time member asked me if I’ve got the “seven year itch.”  Like you, I’ve 
heard the expression all my life, but decided to look it up just to make sure I understood…  Originally, the “seven year 
itch” referred to any ailment that lasted a long time.  But it’s come to mean something else: the tendency to get bored with 
a relationship after just seven years.  Of marriages that end in divorce, the median duration is about seven years.  That has 
been the case at least since 1922, when someone started counting.  When I was ordained, it was said that seven years was 
the average period of time that a minister stayed with a congregation.  Today, the average length of most pastoral tenures 
has dipped to a mere three and a half years—no wonder churches struggle!  But here at Bower Hill, with seven years to 
boast of, you and I together have more-than-doubled the average… And I hope you don’t want rid of me yet.   
 
 Hope lies in the future, but strength is rooted in the past.  Cast a backward glance over our time together, and you 
will see seven years of growth and renewal.  Sometimes we forget how far we’ve come.  Average attendance in 2009 was 
somewhere between 90 and 100.  Today it is 130.  True, we’ve remained at 130 for a few years now, but in an age of rapid-
ly declining church attendance, we are holding our own quite nicely.  Not just that, but we’re getting younger.  On a good 
Sunday in 2010, we got eight kids at the children’s sermon—which in those days was open to any child not yet in junior 
high.  Today we average thirty at the children’s sermon, which is now restricted to third-graders and younger.  That’s to 
say, those thirty kids represent only our very youngest children; there are many others who are too old for the children’s 
sermon.  (We truly love people of all ages, but young families bring new energy and new ideas to the life of our church.)  
In my time here, we’ve never had a bigger crowd for Kickoff Sunday than we did this September.  Also, we’ve completed 
an enormously successful capital campaign, which not only revitalized major portions of our physical plant, but which 
gave 10% of its total income to local and foreign mission.  We gave this “tithe” to mission despite the loud protestations of 
Jeff Newlin, our capital campaign consultant.  In the end, even Jeff had to admit that we were right to do it, for this out-
ward focus is just…who we are.   
 
 Some longtime church members recall filling out “Holy Cow” questionnaires, in about 2007, asking about your 
experience of this church.  These questionnaires were used to determine the vitality and growth potential of the congrega-
tion.  The end results were pretty bleak.  87% of church members agreed with this statement: “It seems like we’re just go-
ing through the motions of church; there isn’t much excitement.”  Holy Cow depicted a church where people were dissatis-
fied, worn out, bored, and discouraged about the future.  The only high ranking in the Holy Cow assessment was in the area 
of mission.  People loved the church’s outward focus.  Together, with God’s help, we have retained (even expanded) our 
mission commitments, all the while witnessing a complete rebirth of excitement and good energy.  Thank you for your part 
in the renewal of this church!  With your help, we’ve re-charted this ship’s course to becoming again an openhearted com-
munity of faith, anchored in tradition, but socially-engaged and hard at work healing the wounds of our world.  And some-
how we do it now with joy. 
 
 Has God not “made all things beautiful in their time”?  Some of you have seen dark days in the life of this church, 
and some rightly worry about future challenges—which are real.  Join me on October 29, following worship, when a 
brunch potluck will take the place of all adult and children’s classes.  At this intergenerational “Talking About Tomor-
row” event, we will cast a brief glance over the past, but mostly we’ll strategize for our next seven years—or seventy 
years—as Bower Hill Community Church.  It’s a privilege to serve beside you. 
 

In Christ’s Peace, 
~Brian 

~Ecclesiastes 3:11  
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October Youth Calendar 

Sunday, October 8 — CROP walk.  Meet at the church at 1:00 p.m. to carpool. 

Sunday, October 15 — Bower Hill All-Church Steeler Game Hangout at 4:00 p.m.   Youth will watch the game  
   downstairs in the Youth Lounge. 

Sunday, October 22 — Regular Sunday Night Live from 6:00-8:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 
 
Be sure to join us Sunday mornings during second hour for XP3 in the youth lounge.  
 
Join the Youth on the CROP Walk for Hunger 

We invite everyone to join the Youth Group in the CROP Walk on Sunday, October 8, at 2:00 p.m. in South Park.  
Bower Hill had 18 people walk last year, and we hope to beat that record!  If you aren’t able to join us on the walk, 
you may donate to sponsor our team.  Sign-ups and more information can be found on the bulletin board by the 
friendship room.  
 
Register for the Middle School Retreat 

Youth in grades 6-8 are invited to the Middle School Retreat at Crestfield from November 17-19.  We plan to 
leave around 5:45 p.m. on Friday, and return sometime around noon on Sunday.  Deadline to register is  
Sunday, October 15.  Full details and forms can be found on the youth bulletin board near the kitchen. 

from the Director of Christian Education and Youth Programs 
Amy Grella — am@bhccml.com 

 

Director of Music Ministries 
Anne Carper Smith—an@bhccml.com 

We welcome Ben and Deb Carter to the chancel 
choir! They are a fantastic addition to our ensemble.  
 
If you can speak, you can sing.  We would love to 
grow our chancel and bell choirs even more.  An 
ability to read music is not required!  Contact Anne 
Smith for more information. 
 
Special thanks to Chris Robbins for playing trom-
bone on Kickoff Sunday.  It was awesome! 
 
Cherub Choir will rehearse from 10:45-11:15 a.m. in 
the choir room on the following dates: 

November 19 and 26   /   December 3 and 10  
 

They will sing in worship on December 17.  We are 
looking forward to rehearsing with them again! 

 
 

Worship Plans 
 

October 1:  Wor ld Communion Sunday 

Matthew 21:23-32; Philippians 2:1-13 

 
October 8:  18th Sunday after  Pentecost  

Matthew 21:33-46; Philippians 3:4b-14  

 

October 15:  19th Sunday after  Pentecost 

Matthew 22:1-14; Philippians 4:1-13  

 
October 22:  20th Sunday after  Pentecost  

Matthew 22:15-22; Exodus 33:12-23 

 
October 29:  21st Sunday after  Pentecost 

Reformation Sunday 

Matthew 22:34-46; Deuteronomy 34:1-12  
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The newest members of BHCC were welcomed on 
Sunday, September 24 during the worship service.  
They are as follows: 

Scott Bruce 

Vickie Bruce 

Er- ic Lansbery 

Amy Leasure 

Lori Rothschild 

Sam Rothschild 

PONDERINGS FROM THE PA 
 

In my previous role as a Foundation Execu-
tive, I was often asked, “Why should I give 
to the church?”  My answer often shocked 
the questioner, “You shouldn’t”.  Now, 
before the Finance Committee prepares to 
have me tarred and feathered, let me ex-
plain. 

 
Giving, whether time or money, is not so that the institu-
tion of the church can meet its expenses or have a bal-
anced budget. Rather, making a contribution is a worship-
ful expression of your personal acknowledgement of God 
as the source of life itself.  None of us has grown to adult-
hood on our own without the assistance of others.  Though 
our tech-focused world puts forth the sacred goals of pri-
vacy and independence, we are beholden to an ever-
expanding community that nurtures us and our families 
every day. 
 
For me, giving has been a matter of perspective.  How can 
I spend money on a Saturday evening for a nice dinner and 
only give to the community of faith what I have added as a 
tip?  We have accepted as a guide 15–20% as a customary 
benchmark for what we should provide our server, but 
what is our benchmark for what we provide for the com-
munity of faith to minister to a hurting world? 
 
The church is simply the vehicle that provides a way to 
reach out to our neighbors and the global community in 
need.  
 
So, DON'T GIVE TO THE CHURCH!  Give to God 
through the church as an expression of the abundant life 
that we have received, and the community that cares for 
us! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
October 1 Brianna Ivey 

October 2 Anne Mitchell 

October 3 Rachel Robosky 

October 4 Mary Gorski 

October 5 Tyler Kane 

October 6 Ginny Starr 

October 10 Eleanora Freas 

October 11 Helen Carter 

  Jason Rising  

October 12 Vanessa Shwallon 

  Andy Baumhammers 

  Sara Waller 

  Eliza Watterson 

October 17 Lesley Olinger 

  Ryan Kelley 

October 18 Autumn Grella 

October 19 Mary Ketchum 

October 22 Allison Gibbons 

October 23 Lydon Cameron 

October 24 Dave Stewart 

October 25 Lori Rothschild 

October 26 Dorothy Post 

October 27 Brad Gray 

October 29 Grace Foster 

  Robert Balentine 

October 30 Curt Philson 

October 31 David Cameron 

 

Please take a moment to read through the 
names, pray for them, and offer them your  

best wishes!  
 

If your name is not listed, it is because the 
church office does not have your information. 
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BHCC Steeler / Yinzer Party 

Sunday, October 15 — 4:00 p.m. 
 

Yinz should put on your black and gold gear and join us for a Steeler/Yinzer Party 
on Sunday, October 15, in Fellowship Hall.  We’ll watch the game and enjoy pizza, wings, fel-
lowship n’at as the Steelers take on the Kansas City Chiefs.  Not a football fan?  Lawn games 
will be set up outside Fellowship Hall or you can just socialize with other church members. 
 
Parish Life will provide pizza, chicken wings with celery and carrots, nachos, and root beer floats, but we also 
thought it would be fun to do a Yinzer Cookie Table (like you see at most Pittsburgh weddings). If you have a fa-
vorite cookie recipe, bake a few dozen and bring them to share with your BHCC Yinzer friends. 
 
This will be the final all-church event of 2017, so we hope to see you there. So that we know how much food to 
get, please sign up for the event on the bulletin board outside the Friendship Room or contact Theresa Child at 
treetoowon@yahoo.com or at 412-429-9519. 
 
Don’t worry, if you forget to set up a lawn chair to save your parking spot, we’ll still let you in!! 
 
Yinzer Party Help 

Do you make the best wings in da ‘Burgh?  We’re looking for people to make wings for the Yinzer party on Octo-
ber 15.  If you are willing to help, contact Theresa at treetoowon@yahoo.com or at 412-429-9519.  We will come 
up with a game plan based on the response.  Parish Life can buy supplies or reimburse anyone willing to make 
wings. 
 
Party decorations are also needed.  If you have some black and gold / Steeler decorations that we can borrow, 
contact Theresa. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Recipe Exchange is Underway! 

To Explore the Recipes: 

Simply log onto the website at www.bowerhillchurch.org.  Click on Blogs & Media tab.  Under Blog 
categories, click on Recipes. Then click on Continue Reading tab.  The recipes that have been submitted 
are listed under various categories.  Just scroll through for recipes or click the SEARCH button. 
  
To Submit Your Favorite Recipes for the Website: 

Email your recipe to the office (office@bhccml.com), preferably as a Word document, but not necessarily, or drop  
off or mail your recipe to the office.  We can scan and save as a pdf file, or we will retype.  Your original recipe can 
be returned to you if you’d like.  If so, please send a self-addressed envelope along with it.   
 
Please include your name for reference in case there are questions about the recipe.  Give us the name of the recipe 
and, if possible, let us know what type of food/drink/etc. category you may think it falls under. 

Community Event 
 

A Gathering of Voices 
Community Sing 

Friday, October 6, 7:00-9:00 p.m.  
 

BHCC Sanctuary 
Flyer details on page 6. 

Fall Flea Market — Saturday, November 18 

Collection for the fall flea market continues.  Items can be dropped off 
Monday through Friday during office hours or Sunday before or after 
worship. PLEASE do not include clothes. All items must be clean and in 
working condition.   

Women Helping Women” Craft and Vendor Show 
Saturday, November 4 — 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

To benefit SWPA Family Promise — Flyer details on page 6. 

 

mailto:treetoowon@yahoo.com
mailto:treetoowon@yahoo.com
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Community Notes 
Want to be included on this page? Submissions are due the 15th of every month  

for the next month’s publication. 412-561-4114 or office@bhccml.com 

Coffee, Cake & Conversation will meet 
again in Fellowship Hall on Tuesday, October 24. 
 
This monthly afternoon discussion group returned 
with a new format.  Replacing the former unstruc-

tured discussion will be a brief presentation on a variety of 
subjects followed by group reactions and discussion. Re-
freshments will be served.  All are welcome! 

 

Western PA Diaper Bank  

Our next collection date for disposable diapers will be Sun-
day, October 15.  Sizes 4, 5 and 6 are most in need for  
babies.  XL diapers are needed for the geriatric population.  
The collection container is the Pack’N Play, which is located 
in the hallway directly outside of the Nursery.    
Tax-deductible monetary donations are accepted by making 
your check payable to Western PA Diaper Bank and mailing 
it to 2546 Centre Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15219.  Please note 
our church name on the Memo line.  Your donation is appre-
ciated!  
As always, please save coupons for disposable diapers that 
you collect but don’t use, and place them in the envelope 
near the Pack’N Play.   
 

Koinonia: Women’s Bible Study 

Koinonia is the name of Bower Hill’s Women’s Bible Study 
group.  The group began its season in September and meets 
weekly on Wednesday mornings from 9:00-10:30 a.m. in 
Room 110 through the month of May. A strong Biblical 
background is not required to be a member…all you need is 
a desire to grow.  Please join us!  Contact Kathy Philson with 
any questions. 
 
 

United Food pantry collection 

The next collection date is Sunday, October 8.  The pantry’s 
needs are primarily for boxed cereal (especially Cheerios, 

which is the only cereal some clients are able 
to eat), Ensure or Boost, canned soups, canned 
tuna, and white rice.  Also, as the holidays 
approach, donations of special foods are ac-
cepted, including all-in-one dessert mixes (i.e. 
nothing that requires a separate container of 
frosting), and boxed potatoes.  As always, 

donations of non-perishable items are welcomed.   

Senior Men’s Group 
The senior men's breakfast group will meet on Tuesday, 
October 3.  The meeting time is 8:00 a.m., and the loca-
tion is the Kings Restaurant on Route 50 near the end of 

Greentree Road, in Scott.  The 
group meets in the room to the 
left of the cashier, and no reserva-
tion is necessary. Usually 6-10 

church members attend and are welcome to an 
unstructured discussion of any topic that comes to 
mind.  Join us! 
 

 

We are looking for volunteers to help in the prepa-
ration for mailing of our 
church’s monthly news-
letter.  The group meets 
monthly in Room 103 on 
the fourth Thursday, at 
12:00 noon, for approxi-
mately 1.5 hours.  In No-
vember and December, 
prep is done on the third Thursday.  There is no 
newsletter prep in July.  If you are interested in 
helping, please contact Phyllis Madden at 412-276
-5232.  Thank you.  

 
 
Bookworms 

Bookworms is our ladies’ book discussion group, 
which meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month 
at 7:30 p.m. in Room 103 for fellowship and dis-
cussion of a chosen title.  Everyone is welcome to 
read the book for the month and join the discus-
sion.   

October 24 

Wright Brothers, by David McCullough  
 

November 28 

Rex, by Cathleen Lewis 
 

December—No meeting 
 

January 23 

One in a Million Boy, by Monica Wood 
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Sunday Transportation 

Need a ride to worship? The deacons would like to 
provide a ride to worship for members who need one.  
Please contact the church office several days before 
Sunday worship, and someone will help schedule your 
ride. 

 

Are you willing to give a ride? 

The deacons are compiling a list of people who might be willing to give 
rides to church. There are several people who do not dr ive who might 
come to church if they had a ride. If you would be willing to offer rides, 
please call the church office at 412-561-4114.  

OUR CHURCH STAFF 

 

 Rev. Dr. Brian Snyder, Pastor 

br@bhccml.com 

 

Parish Associate 

Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure 

fr@bhccml.com 

 

Company of Pastors 

 Rev. Tami Hooker 

Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure 

Rev. Dr. Betty Sykes 

 

Amy Grella 

Director of Christian Education  

and Youth Programs 

am@bhccml.com 

 

Anne Smith, Director of Music Ministries 

an@bhccml.com 

 

Dianne Scott, Financial Secretary 

di@bhccml.com 

 

Karen Reynolds, Office Administrator 

office@bhccml.com 

 

 
THE CHURCH OFFICE 

[412] 561-4114 

Monday - Friday   9:00 a.m.— 2:30 p.m. 

Bower Hill Community Church 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

Please pray for Our Care List 

70 Moffett Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15243 

Phone: 412-561-4114 
Fax: 412-561-2252 

E-mail: office@bhccml.com 
www.BowerHillChurch.org 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 


