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~The Cradle of Your Grace~   

“This will be a sign for you: you will find a child  

wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 

~Luke 2:12 

Dear Members and Friends, 
  
 Happy Advent Season and Merry Christmas to you!  May the beauty of this time work its way into your spirit, visiting you 
with newborn hopes and unexpected gifts, that no green-and-gold paper could contain, and no velvet ribbon could enclose.  May the 
Star of Bethlehem send its ancient rays into the furthest reaches of your life, driving out the familiar darkness, and casting the same 
old world in an all-transforming light.  It’s a light that cannot be understood or explained, but only basked-in…and followed. 
 
 To my daughters, I ask, “What do you want for Christmas?”  To adults, I ask, “What do you long for at Christmas?”  Of 
course, it hardly matters what answer I get to either question; I probably can’t deliver.  In the case of my daughters, Michelle and her 
mother have Christmas gifts planned six months in advance.  And in the case of all the grownups, with their equally real yearnings, 
well, they cherish wishes that I cannot grant them.  But whether you’re a child or an adult, Christmas longings come down to pretty 
much the same thing.  This is a time of year when we live with our wishes, and many of those are just the old universal yearnings of 
the human heart.  Christmas teaches us that hope is often born out on the margins of our world, at the darkest frontiers of our souls.  
New life usually comes in unanticipated ways, at unforeseen times, but it does indeed come “to all those who have longed for his 
appearing” (II Timothy 4:8). 
 
 When you were a child, Christmas longing probably limited itself to things like BB guns, and Barbie Dolls, and all those 
extravagant pastries that only appear in December.  (I still don’t know why kolachis, and pizzelles, and Russian tea cakes couldn’t 
make just an occasional “cameo appearance” in August.)  You probably learned at Christmastime to love the mystery and the wonder 
of it all: the music, the ornaments, the candlelight, and the gifts.  In childhood, we’re encouraged to imagine magical things at Christ-
mas.  Grownup Christmases just can’t compete. 
 
 But even as adults, we live with traces of those magic Christmas wishes, and they’re joined by sentimental memories, deep 
yearnings for the company of long-dead loved ones, not to mention a bit of nostalgic desire to recapture the innocence of those bright
-eyed selves we once were.  At Christmas—and indeed all year long—people of every age and place are longing for the same things, 
whether or not we can name them.  We’re dreaming of a world where things are whole and right, where those we love are always 
near, where innocence is celebrated, where there’s an abundance of goodwill and good things for everyone.  Aren’t we longing for a 
life filled with wonder and beauty, a human society ruled by goodness instead of greed and fear?  We are!  It’s the age-old Christmas 
dream and, dare I say, it’s the Christmas promise. 
 
 Glimmers of that better world sometimes penetrate our lives today.  But until such a world is fully ours, we who “long for 
its appearing” can take comfort in the promise, and we can throw our lives into its realization.  (I hope the innkeeper of Bethlehem is 
watching as homeless families again find free meals and lodgings in our church building the week after Christmas!)  
 
 What do you long for at Christmas? “Gentle Arms of Eden” is a folksong / hymn that describes a world that ought to be, 
then bemoans the one that is, and finally closes with this line: “I will lay my burden down in the cradle of your grace, on the shining 
beaches of your love, the sea of your embrace.”  I like that term, “the cradle of your grace.”  It makes me think of Christmas. 

 
 

Christ’s Peace, 
~Brian 



Bower Hill to Host Homeless Families 
The Session has approved the proposal that BHCC become a 
host church for homeless families in the Family Promise pro-
gram. We will be hosting the week of December 29th.  After 
that we will be hosting every 7 or 8 weeks.  For more infor-
mation, contact Jean Miewald. 
 

Wreath Sale 
This year, the annual Christmas Wreath 
sale will be coordinated by Mission and 
Outreach with proceeds to be used on be-
half of Family Promise.  Pre-orders will be 
taken at tables set in the Narthex or via a 
member of Mission and Out-
reach.  Wreaths are $20/each and will be 
available with a choice of bows.   
 
 

Deck the Halls 
Deck the Halls will take place on Sunday, December 1, follow-
ing worship.  All materials for decorating the Sanctuary, hall-
way walls, Fellowship Hall and outside doors will be available 
at each location. If everyone takes a few minutes to help, the 
church will be ready for Advent Season in just a short time.  
Please plan to come dressed accordingly and spend some time 
making Bower Hill look festive. 

 
 

Food Drive:  
Second Sunday Each Month 

Wallace Food Pantry is seeing an influx of clients who fol-
low strict diets for health or religious purpos-
es. It would be a great help to collect the fol-
lowing: 
 

 Low-sodium soups,  vegetables and spa-
ghetti sauce 

 Frosted Mini Wheats cereal and whole grain pastas 

 Cans of Garbanzo beans or light red kidney beans 
 
 
Senior Men’s Breakfast: First Wednesdays 
Senior men’s breakfast will meet on Wednesday, December 4. 
The group convenes at 8:00 a.m. at Kings Restaurant on Rte. 
50, Washington Pike, near the end of Greentree Road, in Scott. 
We normally have eight to twelve men attend. There is no 
agenda other than good fellowship and interesting conversa-
tion. No invitation or reservation is needed. We meet in the 
room to the left of the cashier. 
 
Bookworms  
Bookworms is our ladies’ book discussion group. It meets on 
the third Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. in the Friendship 

Room at BHCC, for fellowship and discussion of a chosen 
title. Everyone is welcome to read the book for the month and 
join the discussion. There is no meeting in December. Janu-
ary’s book is The Presidents Club by Nancy Gibbs and Mi-
chael Duffy. 
 
 

Hooks &  Needles Holiday Party:  
All Invited 

Hooks and Needles will have a holiday party at the December 
7 meeting at 10:00 a.m. in the BHCC Lounge.  Refreshments 

will be served and ideas for quick Christmas 
projects shared.  Any BHCC member or guest 
is welcome to attend this day to see what goes 
on at a Hooks and Needles session. 
 
 
 

Community Notes 
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Want to be included on this page? Submissions are due the 15th of every month  
for the next month’s publication. 412-561-4114 or office@bhccml.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you offered a prayer, sent a meal, visited, sent 
a card or flowers, made a phone call, or made us 
laugh during our recent illnesses, we thank you 
with all of our hearts. 
 
I wish I had arms large enough to reach around 
the whole congregation and give everyone a big 
hug! We are so blessed to be a part of this 
church family. 
 
With love, 
 
Joan and Bob Bridges 
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THE BIRTHDAY BLESSING  

 
Please take a moment to read through the 
names, pray for them, and offer them your 

best wishes!  
 

If your name is not listed, it is because the 
church office does not have  

your information. 

 
December 3: Ashley Holdsworth 
  Katie Philson 
 
December 5: Noah Eliason 
 
December 6: Joan McAnulty 
  Steve Boisvert 
 
December 7:  Bill Andrews 
  Rich Salvante 
 
 

December 8:  Sophie Hicks 
 
December 10: Kathy Philson 
  Christine Henney 
 
December 11:  Jason Robosky 
 
 
December 14:  Betsy Prine 
  Tim May 
  Leo Geis 
 
December 18: Robert Mackey, Jr. 
 
December 19: Martha Van Horn 
   
December 22:  Beth Gardner 
 
 
 
December 28: Catherine Good 
 

December 31: Kurt Kerner 
  Betsy Hohlfelder 

 
 

Deck The Halls 
Sunday, December 1, after worship 

 
Senior Men’s Breakfast 

Wednesday, December 4, 8:00 a.m. 
See Community Notes (left) for directions 

 
Advent Gathering 

Thursdays, December 5, 12 and 19 
7:00 p.m. in the Chapel 

 
 

Hooks & Needles Holiday Party 
Saturday, December 7, 10:00 a.m. in the Lounge 

 
 
 

BHCC Handbell Concert  

Concordia of the South Hills  
Wednesday, December 4, at 7:00 p.m. 

 
 

Snyder's Open House 
Saturday, December 7, at 6:30 p.m.  

 
 

Three Rivers Ringers Concert  
BHCC Sanctuary 

Friday, December 13, at 8:00 p.m. 
 
 

Combined Choirs Holiday Concert 
BHCC Sanctuary  

Sunday, December 22, at 4:00 p.m. 
 
 

Family Promise  
December 29– January 5 

Save the date  

and join us  

for these special events! 
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Adult Education 
 
December 1: No adult education. 
 
December 8: Religious Freedom in the Politi-
cal Arena. Current cases  will be discussed by 
Attorney Jon Pushinsky, American Civil Liber-
ties Union Pittsburgh Chapter legal committee 
and member of the board of directors. 
 
December 15: The Prophetic Jesus, an episode from the 
DVD series “Living the Questions” will be shown and dis-
cussed. 
 
December 22:  Our  pastor , The Rev. Dr . Br ian Snyder , will 
discuss the two different Nativity stories from the Gospels of  
Matthew and Luke. 
 
December 29: No adult education.  
 
Adult education will resume on Sunday, January 5. The Rev. 
Beverly James, Pittsburgh Presbytery associate for disciple-
ship, will be our speaker. Beverly served as interim pastor at 
Bower Hill Church in the early 2000s. 
 
 Adult discussion sessions are held in the church library at 
10:45 a.m. each Sunday unless otherwise announced.  Dave 
Green is chair of the adult education committee. Phone 412-
531-2205. Email davegreenpgh@aol.com. 
 
 
VERITAS: Adult Discussion 
The adult discussion group “VERITAS” meets in the Friend-
ship Room . Class is from 10:45 until 11:45, and childcare is 
provided.  The Friendship Room is located right beside the 
nursery.  VERITAS is specifically a “faith formation” class for 
teens and adults of all ages; it covers the basic beliefs and 
practices of the Christian Faith as they are laid out in The 
Heart of Christianity, by Marcus Borg.  Reading the book be-
forehand will add to your experience of the class, but it’s not 
necessary, since each week’s chapter is summarized at the 
beginning of the period.     
 
Sunday School and Childcare 
Christian Education for children ages 3 through 5th grade 
takes place during the worship hour.  Kids begin in church, 
and are dismissed following the children's sermon to go to 
their Sunday School classrooms.  Parents of younger children 
(ages 3 through 2nd grade) are asked to  pick them up from 
their classrooms immediately following worship.  Older kids 
will meet their parents at Coffee Hour in Fellowship Hall. 
  
Child care is available during the Adult Education Hour.  Par-
ents attending Adult Ed. who have kids ages 3 through 5th 
grade are asked to pick the children up from Sunday school 
and take them to the Lounge on the ground floor with 
Aja.  Children under 3 years of age can remain with Kathleen 
in the nursery. 

 Worship Volunteers 
 
Communion Servers 
Kiri Rising, Jason Rising, Tim Lease, Darenda Lease 
 
Coffee Hour   
December  1 Sally and Glenn Child 
December  8 Dennis and Nancy Geis 
December  15 Tim and Darenda Lease 
December  22 Dave and Susan Hicks 
December  29 Doris Olinger and Marian Brannan  
 
Lector  
December 1 Steve Boisvert 
December 8  Kirsten Bruder 
December 15 Michelle Snyder 
December 22 Keith Mason 
December 29 Margaret Zabo 
  
Advent Readers 
December 1  The Kantner family 
December 8              The Robbins family 
December 15        The Lease family 
December 22       The Westerhoff family 
 
Greeters    
December 1  Leonard Heisey, Lynn Foltz  
December 8              Dave Hicks, Susan Hicks, Beth Wilson 
December 15        Alan Hohlfelder, Betsy Hohlfelder, Ed Hanke 
December 22       Woody Hughes, Barb Hughes, Christine Henney 
December 29 Phil Johnson, Linda Johnson, Mary Lou Frock 
 
Acolytes  
December 1 Ellie and Nate Rising 
December 8 Madelyn and Julian Salvante 
December 15 Lindsay and Allie Bruder 
December 22 Leo and Jacob Geis 
December 25 Lydon and Amelia Cameron 

 
 
 

Problems? Questions?  
 

Please call the office or contact: 
Greeters, Communion Servers: Margaret Zabo 

Acolytes: Jessica Baier 
Lectors: Joan Zakor 

Coffee Hour: Michelle Snyder 
 
 
 
 

A note for the Greeters/Ushers 
 On the day you are scheduled to be a Greeter, please re-
member that it's also helpful if you are available to assist 
with the offering collection.  If Greeters don't assist, the ush-
er captain that day has to recruit three people from the con-
gregation in addition to offering bulletins and handling hear-
ing assistive devices.  Your help is really appreciated.   

mailto:davegreenpgh@aol.com
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MUSIC NOTES BY JESSICA BAIER 

Office Hours 

Sunday: 6:30 a.m.— 11:00  p.m. 

Monday: 9:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m. 

Wednesday: 12:30 a.m.— 9:00  p.m.  

Friday: 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. 

 
As the holiday season is well underway, there are many 
things happening with the music program at Bower 
Hill!  Our Handbell Choir is performing at Concordia of 
the South Hills on December 4 at 7:00 p.m.  We are 
playing a variety of music for the holiday and will be 
joined by Jason Robosky (saxophone) in our pieces.  
The Handbell Choir is also playing in Worship on De-
cember 15, with a special piece, “The Little Drummer 
Boy,” and with special percussionists, Lydon and Ame-
lia Cameron.   
 
The Three Rivers Ringers Handbell Ensemble will be 
performing at Bower Hill on Friday, December 13, at 
8:00 p.m.  Note the new ticketing policies:  Tickets are 
$7 online up until the day of the concert 
(www.threeriversringers.showclix.com), and are $10 at 
the door.  Children 12 and under may attend free with a 
paid adult ticket.  This concert is part of  the TRR Win-
ter Concert Series.  They will be playing favorite holi-
day songs, including “Silver Bells,” “I Wonder as I 
Wander,” and “In the Bleak Midwinter.” It’s the perfect 
way to “ring” in the holiday season! 
 
Last, but certainly not least, the Chancel Choir is readily 
preparing for singing every Sunday in Advent and for 
Christmas Eve, as well a special Christmas Concert on 
December 22 at 4:00 p.m. in the Bower Hill sanctuary.  
We will be joined by Coraopolis United Methodist 
Church in a Christmas concert featuring music by both 
choirs and selections from Handel’s “Messiah.”   
 
Please come to these concerts to support your ensem-
bles, and to enjoy the music of the season! 
 
Lessons and Carols on Christmas Eve will start with 
instrumental and vocal music at 6:30 p.m.  During the 
prelude and throughout the service, we will be hearing 
from our instrumentalists, Jason Rising (trumpet), Chris 
Robbins (trombone), Rich Salvante (violin), Jason Ro-
bosky (saxophone), Amanda Vosburgh (cello) and our 
vocalists, Aaron Jones, Troy Bailey, Lynne Wohleber, 
and Jean Miewald.  We will also be hearing some small 
ensemble music as well the Chancel Choir singing an-
thems.  

Worship Plans: December  
 

December 1: First Sunday in Advent 
Communion, “Apocalypse Sunday” 

Isaiah 2:1-5; Matthew 24:36-44 
 

December  8: Second Sunday in Advent 
“First John the Baptist Sunday”: Isaiah 11:1-10; Matthew 3:1-12 

 
December  15: Third Sunday in Advent 

 “Second John the Baptist Sunday”: Isaiah 35:1-10;  
Matthew 11:2-11 

 
December  22: Fourth Sunday in Advent 

“Mother Mary Sunday”: Isaiah 7:10-16; Matthew 1:18-25 
 

December 24: Christmas Eve 
“A Festival of Seven Lessons and Carols”: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7;  

Isaiah 11:3a, 4a, 6-9;Luke 1:26-35, 38; Luke 2:1, 3-7;  
Luke 2:8-20; Matthew 2:1-12; John 1:1-14 

 
December  29: First Sunday of Christmastide 

 Matthew 2:13-23 
 
Advent Gathering 
Mark your calendars!  Every Thursday evening in Advent, we 
celebrate the season with a time of prayer and study focusing on 

the weekly Advent themes of hope, peace and 
joy.  Where?  In the chapel.  When?  December 5, 
12 and 19 from 7:00 p.m. until 7:45 p.m.  More 
details will be announced in upcoming worship 
bulletins.   
 
 
Christmas at Bower Hill 

Tuesday, December 24, is Christmas Eve.  Come celebrate the 
Nativity of Christ with a traditional service of “Lessons and Car-
ols.”  This classic Christmas Eve service is based on the annual 
celebration at King’s College Chapel in Cambridge, Eng-
land.  Special selections of Christmas music—featuring Bower 
Hill’s own trumpeter, George Vosburgh, of the Pittsburgh Sym-
phony Orchestra—will begin at 6:30 p.m.  The candlelight wor-
ship service begins at 7:00 p.m. with special music from the 
chancel choir and the children of the church.  Christmas “worship 
bags” will be available to keep kids occupied during the ser-
vice.  Plan to attend, and bring your family and friends.  Don’t 
forget that there is overflow seating in the balcony.   



 
BOWER H ILL NEWS PAGE 6 

 
Buildings & Grounds 
Update from Chair 

Dave Hicks 
 
 
 
 

The contractor has informed us that the steeple work should be 
completed in the next 2-3 weeks and the scaffolding will be 
removed soon.   
 
On another note, we ask all groups that use a church room to 
return the room set-up to its original condition and leave the 
room as clean as you found it. We have a large facility and it is 
used frequently by both members and outside groups.  It is 
very difficult for our custodian, Jim Askins, to manage all of 
his duties without our help.   
 
In addition, we continue to have a problem with lights being 
left on and doors unlocked.   
 
We would appreciate your continued diligence regarding these 
areas of energy conservation and building security.   
 
Many thanks.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Emmalyn Marie Gray, born to Amanda Sue and Bradley 
Michael Gray on August 8, 2013, was baptized at BHCC  

on Sunday, November 17th. 
 

A diaper shower was held after coffee hour to welcome 
the new baby. The Gray family would like to thank the 

congregation for the warm welcome  
of Emmalyn Marie. 

New Christian Ed. Director Hired 

Welcome Marla Kemmler! Bow-
er Hill Church has hired a new 
Director of Christian Education 
and Youth Programs. Marla 
Kemmler will be working with 
the Children’s Christian Educa-
tion Committee to enhance edu-
cational opportunities and events 

for the growing number of children in our church.  She 
comes to us from the First Presbyterian Church of 
Crafton.  She has also served as CE Director at Com-
munity House Presbyterian Church, near Allegheny 
General Hospital.  Marla is a South Hills native; she 
lives in Brentwood with her husband and three sons.   

 
CHURCH PARKING: 

On Sunday mornings, the parking lot adjacent to the 
church kitchen is reserved for persons 
who cannot easily travel up and down 
stairs.  There is only one “fully acces-
sible” entrance to the main level of the 
church, and it opens onto the kitchen 
parking lot.  If you have need of the 
handicap entrance, please do not hesi-
tate to park in the kitchen lot, and 
make use of that entrance any time you 

come to a church event.  If you do not need to use the 
handicap entrance, please park in another lot or on the 
street.  If you are a coffee hour host, you may wish to 
park in the kitchen lot just long enough to unload your 
car, after which you can relocate your vehicle to the 
lower lot.  Thanks for your cooperation. 
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7TH:  

SNYDER'S ANNUAL CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE 

 

All are invited to 

 3524 Washington Pike, Bridgeville, PA 

for drinks, appetizers and good conversation. 

 

Come and go anytime between 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.  

to kick off the Christmas season together 

 
 
Name:  __________________________________ 
 
Phone:  (______)  ______ - _________________ 
 
Check #_________________ 
 
# of Plants ______________ 
 
 
In Memory of_________________________________ 
 
 
 
In Honor of___________________________________ 
 
 
 

 

 
Flowers can be taken home after  

the service on Christmas Eve. 
 
 
___ I will take my flowers home 
 
 
 
 
___ Please deliver my flowers to those who cannot attend 

church. 

Christmas poinsettias are available for purchase this year to be given in honor or 
in memory of loved ones.  Each poinsettia plant is $9.00 with a portion of the sale do-
nated toward the Youth Work Trip. Please deliver this order form with payment to 

the Church Office or leave in the Offering tray. 

Deadline for orders is NOON on Monday, December 9, 2012. 
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OUR CHURCH STAFF 

 

 Rev. Dr. Brian Snyder, Pastor 

br@bhccml.com 

 

Company of Pastors 

 Rev. Grafton Eliason 

Rev. Betty Sykes 

Rev. Calvin C. Wilson 

 Rev. John Yohe 

 

Jessica Baier, Director of Music Ministries 

jessicambaier@gmail.com 

 

Marla Kemmler, Director of Christian Education  

and Youth Programs 

ma@bhccml.com 

 

Dianne Scott, Financial Secretary 

di@bhccml.com 

 

Emily Kerr, Secretary 

office@bhccml.com 

 

Jim Askins, Custodian      

                      
THE CHURCH OFFICE 

[412] 561-4114 

Monday - Friday   9:00 a.m.— 2:30 p.m. 

Bower Hill Community Church 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

Please pray for Our Care List 

70 Moffett Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15243 

Phone: 412-561-4114 
Fax: 412-561-2252 

E-mail: office@bhccml.com 
www.bhccml.com 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 


