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~ ~You Have Been Led~ 

“O the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!  
How unsearchable God's judgments, how inscrutable God's ways!   

For from God, and to God, and through God are all things.   
To God be glory forever.” 

 ~Romans 11:33, 36 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 
 At the top of this page, there are two verses from St. Paul's Epistle to the Romans.  When I was a rook-
ie “student pastor,” I used to quote these verses as the benediction at the close of every worship service.  (This 
was long before I developed the benediction that I use now.)  It was a nice way to end an hour in church, with 
a majestic bit of poetry, straight from the pen of the Apostle Paul.  The trouble for me began when I really got 
to know my congregation.  At the conclusion of each service, I would rise for the closing benediction, look out 
at all the familiar faces staring back at me, and I would utter the time-honored words...with increasing discom-
fort.  (Take another look at those two verses.)  
 
 This was my dilemma: Out there in the pews, I could see gazing back at me a young father embroiled 
in a life of secret addiction.  I would see an abused mother frightened for her own safety and that of her chil-
dren.  There, too, was a proud, independent man who just lost his job, at the age of 57, and had nowhere left to 
turn.  In the pews were people whose consciences throbbed like a nine-year migraine for misdeeds, and infidel-
ities, and old, old faults that only they remembered.  There were people dealing with doubts, and the deaths of 
loved ones, and serious illness.  Out there, looking back at me, were the happy, and the hapless, and the help-
less, and the hopeless—all manner of people to bless!  I had to ask myself, “Are these necessarily the words I 
want to send them away with?  Does everything—everything—in their lives come from the hand of God?”  
Perhaps just as importantly: “Do they need me hectoring them each week with the notion that their lot in life is 
all God's doing?” If they are happy and blessed, I don't mind telling them to be thankful.  But if they suffer, if 
they endure hardship, do I want to tell them (do I even believe?) that this too is God's doing?   
 
 Well, I still don't entirely have an answer to those questions.  If anything, I'm even less likely now to 
believe that God expressly sends hardship into our lives according to a secret plan.  And yet, I still love those 
two verses from Romans.  And I'm more and more comfortable saying that God is the source and the goal of 
all our living.  All creation and all life flow from God, their source.  And to God all things finally return, even 
those things that have been damaged in transit.  In God, all things beautiful and broken (and most things are 
both) meet with perfection at last.  God may not send misery into an already-injured world, but God is the 
force of healing that—over time—brings about the renewal and the new life that only come through suffering 
and loss.  Resurrection is our story.    
 
 “From God, and to God, and through God are all things.”  Whoever you are, reading this page, cast a 
backward glance over your story.  Do you sometimes get the uncanny impression that you have been led?  
Your life with its imperfections and wounds (many of which were self-inflicted) has been patiently guided and 
shaped by one who is kinder, and gentler, and wiser than you could ever be.  And come what may in this life 
of years, the one who walked with you up till now...still journeys with you into tomorrow.   

 
In Christ's Peace, 

 
~Brian 
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Congregation Meeting 
 
By official call of the Session, the second 2015 regular meeting of the congregation of Bower Hill Community 
Church, Presbyterian (USA), will be held on May 17 in the sanctuary immediately following the worship service. 
 
The Nominating Committee will present its slate of nominees for Session members in the class of 2018, Deacon 
members in the class of 2018, and congregation members on the 2016 Nominating Committee.  Persons may also 
be nominated from the floor.  Such nominations must have the consent of the persons being nominated prior to the 
meeting. 
 
Following the meeting, members will be invited to remain in the sanctuary for a discussion of possible changes to 
the church name (see following article). 

Church Name 
 
It was recently discovered that Bower Hill has two church names, neither of them correct!  When the church was 
founded in 1951, it became part of the Presbyterian Church in the USA.  From the beginning, we referred to our-
selves as "Bower Hill Community Church (Presbyterian)" and this name is still on the church seal. 
 
In 1958 the Presbyterian Church in the USA joined with the United Presbyterian Church of North America to form 
the United Presbyterian Church in the USA, and we began referring to ourselves as "Bower Hill Community Church 
(United Presbyterian)." 
 
In 1983 the United Presbyterian Church in the USA joined with the Presbyterian Church in the United States to 
form the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), and we began referring to ourselves as "Bower Hill Community Church 
(Presbyterian USA)"  sometimes with and sometimes without the periods in USA. 
 
But it isn't quite that simple.  When we registered our new name "Bower Hill Community Church (United Presbyter-
ian)" with the state of Pennsylvania, we didn't delete our old name , and so the state records show two churches with 
these names still in existence.  Furthermore, when we changed our name to "(Presbyterian USA)," we didn't tell ei-
ther the state or the denomination office in Louisville.  As a result, the denomination still thinks our name includes 
the word "United" even though the United Presbyterian Church no longer exists! 
 
So we have to do something.  The easiest thing is to register ourselves with both the state and the denomination as 
"Bower Hill Community Church (Presbyterian U.S.A.)," with or without the periods, and delete all previous names.  
But there is a potential problem.  The word "Community" no longer has the meaning it had 64 years ago.  Back  
then, it simply meant a church serving a neighborhood community.  But today, it generally identifies an evangelical  
mega-church which is not what we are.  Thus, our name may be confusing to potential new members. 
 
We could drop the word "Community" and go with "Bower Hill Presbyterian Church" but that duplicates the initials 
of the Beverly Heights church.  Or we could choose "Bower Hill Community Presbyterian Church."  Either of these 
changes loses the familiar initials "BHCC."  We also might want to add "(U.S.A.)" to either of these names to em-
phasize that we have not left our denomination. 
 
Please remain in the sanctuary following the congregation meeting to take part in this discussion. 

Newsletter Deadline Notice 

The July and August newsletters will, again this year, be combined into a joint issue. The following 
deadlines and meeting dates apply: 

 The deadline for submissions to the combined July/August newsletter is June 15. 

 The deadline for the September Kick-Off edition of the newsletter is August 15. 

 Newsletter Volunteers will meet June 25 and  August 27. There will be no mailing to fold in July. 

Please call the office with any questions or concerns. 

 



BOWER H ILL NEWS PAGE 3 

Adult Education 
 
May wraps up an inspiring and 
challenging year in BHCC’s Adult 
Education program. We have ex-
plored topics of spirituality with 

Pastor Snyder, continued with the thoughtful video 
series Living the Question, been blessed with enlight-
ening classes on a wide variety of social and spiritual 
topics from members of our congregation, and looked 
beyond the walls of our church to hear from speakers 
across the spectrum on both sides of some challenging 
issues that we face as responsible citizens and people 
of faith. 
 
Believe it or not, we are already planning for the  
2015-2016 “season.” If you have a topic which you 
would like to have addressed in Adult Education, feel 
free to let us know, either in person or via email: 
sdboisvert@verizon.net.  Adult Education meets in 
the Friendship Room from 10:45-11:45 a.m. on Sun-
day mornings after worship and a time for fellowship. 
Come join us! Elder Steve Boisvert is  
the Chair of Adult Education.  

 
Adult Ed Schedule: 
 
May 3:  BHCC member  Maggie DeLair  will pre-
sent a class on the role of essential oils in the Bible. 
 
May 10:  BHCC's Mission Committee will screen 
Part Two of the film, "A Place at the Table,” which 
focuses on addressing the issue of hunger in America 
and how it can be eliminated.  In conjunction with this 
presentation will be an opportunity for letter-writing 
on behalf of Bread for the World. 
 
May 17: The Rev. Dr . Br ian Snyder  concludes the 
2014-15 Adult Education year with his series on the-
ology and spirituality in our lives and the life of the 
church. 
 
May 24: Memorial Day Weekend - No Adult Ed 
until September. 

 
▪  Summer Sunday school starts May 31.   
▪  Completed preschool through completed second 
grade are invited to room 110 after the children's 
message for a fun-filled summer of bible lessons, 
games, and crafts.  
▪  Completed third grade and above are invited to 
stay in worship with their parents. Children's Bul-
letins are available in the Narthex.   
▪  May 17 is the LAST Sunday school for the  
2014-2015 school year!   
All classes will celebrate with a Birthday Party for 
everyone in  

Room 110 (Lounge).  Don’t miss 
out—many fun surprises await!  Par-
ents, please be sure to pick up your 
child in Rm. 110 after worship. 
———————————————

——- 

Mark your calendars!  

The following dates are Family Worship Days: 
 May 24 (Memor ial Day Weekend)  
 July 5 (4th of July Weekend)  
 September 6 (Labor  Day Weekend) 

Marla Kemmler  —  
ma@bhccml.com 

 
Sunday:  9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 
Monday:  9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

 
The church office  

will be closed on Mon-

day, May 25. 

 
 
 
 

Jean Barker 
 

Paul and June Blake 
 

Leo Goode 
 

Gary and Mary Gorski 
 

Steve and Amber Grier 
 

Kent Jones and Kelly Harvey-Jones 
Riley Jones 

Child:  Hayden 
 

Paul and Anna Siefken 
Children:  Ruby and Ella 

 
Lynn Helbling Sirinek 
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Communion Servers 
Bev & Jim Burke, Nancy Criswell, Josie Sheldon 
 
Lectors 
May 3:      Dick Westerhoff 
May 10:    Steve Boisvert 
May 17:    Sydney Saba 
 
Acolytes 
May 3:     Leo and Jacob Geis, Graceann Foster 
May 10:   Julian and Madelyn Salvante 
May 17:   Greta and Chloe Snyder, Sage Williams 
May 24:   Henry Druckenbrod, Avery and Sydney Saba 
 
Flower Deacons 
May 3: Nancy Criswell 
May 10: Linda Johnson 
May 17: Nancy Salvante 
 
Usher Captain:  Karl Casey 

 
Greeters 
May 3: Curt and Kathy Philson, Ruth Robbins 
May 10: Chris Robbins, Dave Saba, Dave Stewart 
May 17: Jason and Kiri Rising, Shelly Saba 
May 24: Tim and Darenda Lease, Mary Good 
May 31: Betty and Bill Ewing, Josie Sheldon 
 
Coffee Hour 
May 3: Rising Family 
May 10: Westerhoff Family 
May 17: Salvante Family 
May 24: Gibbs Family 
May 31: Morgan Family 
 

May Worship Volunteers 

    DATE          GREETERS ACOLYTES LECTOR        COMMUNION COFFEE HOUR               NOTES 

6/7/2015 
June Captain:  Mike Riemer  Gor -
don & Anne Mitchell,      Margaret 
DeLair 

n/a n/a 
Kate & Dick Junker,  Jean 
Miewald, Nancy Salvante 

Jacobs Begin Summer Worship 

6/14/2015 Rick & Pat Jacobs, Margaret Zabo n/a n/a  Boisvert  

6/21/2015 
Joan Zakor, Lee Ferraro,              
Jean Miewald 

n/a n/a  Hicks Father’s Day 

6/28/2015 
Troy & Emily Bailey,                      
Glenna Creaves Karkaria 

n/a n/a  Saba  

7/5/2015 
July Captain:  Dick Headley         
Alfie & Val Watterson,                
Lynn Wohleber 

n/a n/a  TBD July Fourth Weekend 

7/12/2015 
Glenn & Sally Child,                Lu-
Ann McNickle 

n/a n/a 
Rick & Pat Jacobs, Anne & 
Gordon Mitchell 

TBD  

7/19/2015 Bev & Jim Burke, Joan Bridges n/a n/a  TBD  

7/26/2015 
Andy Druckenbrod, Kristin Kantner, 
Allison Schlesinger 

n/a n/a  TBD  

8/2/2015 
August Captain:  Peter  Morgan     
Betsy & Alan Hohlfelder,               
Nancy Criswell 

n/a n/a  TBD  

8/9/2015 
Nick & Bethany Gibbs,          Jen-
nifer Foster 

n/a n/a 
Margaret Zabo, Joan Zakor, 
Maggie DeLair, Troy Bailey 

TBD  

8/16/2015 Brad & Amanda Gray, Doris Olinger n/a n/a  TBD  

8/23/2015 
Rich & Nancy Salvante,               
Michelle Snyder 

n/a n/a  TBD  

8/30/2015 Craig & Amy Grella, Lynn Foltz n/a n/a  TBD  

Summer Worship Schedule 
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Community Notes 
Want to be included on this page? Submissions are due the 15th of every month  

for the next month’s publication. 412-561-4114 or office@bhccml.com 

Senior Men’s Group: First Tuesdays 
Senior men’s breakfast will meet on Tuesday, May 5, 
and will continue to meet on first Tuesdays through 
October. The group convenes at 8:00 a.m. at Kings Res-
taurant on Rte. 50, Washington Pike, near the end of 
Greentree Road, in Scott. There is no agenda other than 
good fellowship and interesting conversation. No invita-
tion or reservation needed. We meet in the room to the 
left of the cashier. Typically six to 10 men attend. Join 
us. 
 
Bookworms  
Bookworms is our ladies’ book discussion group.  
It meets on the third Tuesday of each month at  
7:30 p.m. in Room 103 for fellowship and discussion of 
a chosen title.  Everyone is welcome to read the book 
for the month and join the discussion.  

May 18—The Lost Painting by Jonathan Harr 
June 16—Boston Girl by Anita Diamant 

July 21—Aviator’s Wife by Melanie Benjamin 
August 18—Close Your Eyes, Hold Hands  

by Chris Bohjalian 

 
Food pantry collection 
Second Sunday Each Month 
The next collection date for Wallace Food Pantry is 

May 10.  The Pantry collects food items 
that they will need to provide supplies to all 
their client families.  The primary need is for 
dry cereal.  Hearty soups and stews, peanut 
butter, baby foods and, of course, all non-
perishable food items are always welcome 

and appreciated! 
 
Earth Day 
On Saturday, May 16 from 9:00 a.m. until noon, please 
come and spend your morning sprucing up the church 
grounds.  There is a lot to do for people of all ages.  
Who knew yard work could be this much fun!  Ques-
tions?—ask Mary Good and Dave Hicks.   

Sandi’s Garden News 
 
Last year Sandi’s Garden produced over 300 
pounds of fresh, organic produce. Spring has 
finally arrived and BHCC is once again par-
ticipating in SHIM’s efforts to provide fresh, 
organic produce to the families who partici-

pate in its Food Pantry. Our children have already 
planted hot peppers, swiss chard, lettuce, and zucchi-
ni seeds in Ms. Marla’s office and will be planting 
these seedlings, as well as beans, on May 24.  
 
Sandi’s Garden provides opportunities for all mem-
bers of the congregation to help make this year even 
more successful than last year by participating in the 
following: 
* Donate seed packets of swiss chard, bush beans, 
 pole beans, sweet and hot peppers, zucchini. 
* Donate sweet and hot pepper plants. 
* Donate regular or Thai basil plants. Fresh herbs 
 are always welcome at the Food Pantry. 
* Sign up to water the garden beds for a week. 
* Help with harvesting produce. 
* Volunteer to deliver the produce on Tuesday 
 mornings. 
 
We are blessed to be part of a congregation that is 
committed to the call to serve others in so many 
ways. Sandi’s Garden provides an opportunity to en-
joy the long-awaited warm sunny days of spring and 
summer knowing that our little plot of land is part of 
a wonderful mission. Many thanks to all who have 
been part of this mission project in the past and who 
continue to support it. 

 

Diaper Shower—Smith 
Music Ministries Director, Anne 
Smith and her husband Andrew wel-
comed daughter, Caroline, into their 
family last May.   

Please join us on Sunday, May 10 
during Coffee Hour, to shower them with diapers 
(size 3 or larger) and wipes.   

Nina Claire Mackey 

Born January 16, 2015 

to Kristen Mackey and  

Robert Mackey, Jr. 

Baptized on April 26, 2015 
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May 2 —  Barbara Oram 
May 4 —  Beth Robosky 
May 6 —  Alex Junker 
   Barbara Prunchak 
May 7 —  Dave Green 
May 8 —  Betty Ewing 
May 9 —  Avery Saba 
   Evelyn Reece 
May 10 — Ben Boisvert 
    Ben Hohlfelder 
    Lynn Foltz 
May 13 — Connie May 
May 14 — Debbie Boisvert 
    Jean Grabow 
May 16 — Graham Knox 
May 17 —  Rick Baumhammers 
   Robert Olinger 
May 18 — Lindsay Cole 
May 19 — Abbey Marcovsky 
May 20 — Abby Waine 
May 21 — Joan Zakor 
May 22 — Alice Pasquarelli 
    Nancy Andrews 
May 23 — Allison Bruder 
May 26 — Dick Westerhoff 
May 29 — Jacob Geis 

Please take a moment 
to read through the 

names, pray for them, 
and offer them your 

best wishes!  

If your name is not 
listed, it is because the 
church office does not 
have your information. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: 
 

On Thursday, May 14, from  
1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.,  

Bower Hill Church is hosting  
a meeting of  

Pittsburgh Presbytery.   
 
Representatives from every Pres-

byterian congregation in Allegheny County will 
be present here in our building.   
Many volunteers are needed in order  make 
this event a success.  
 
We are looking for the following: 
• at least five persons to direct cars into parking 
 spaces;  
• at least five persons to stand by and direct 
 people to restrooms, etc.  
• an additional six people to prepare and serve 
 refreshments.   
 
Your participation is very much needed!  
Please contact Pastor Snyder as soon as possible 
if you are available to help with any of these 
tasks. 

May Worship plans 
 

May 3:  Fifth Sunday of Easter  
Communion 

John 15:1-8 & 1 John 4:7-21 
“God Is Love”  

 
May 10:  Sixth Sunday of Easter  

Mother's Day 
Acts 10:44-48 & John 15:9-17 

“Can Anyone Withhold Water?” 
 

May 17:  Ascension Sunday 
Acts 1:1-11 & Luke 24:44-53 
“Gazing Up Toward Heaven” 

 
May 24:  Day of Pentecost 

Memorial Day Sunday 
Acts 2:1-21 & Romans 8:22-27 

“All Creation Groans” 
 

May 31: Tr inity Sunday 
Isaiah 6:1-8, Romans 8:12-17, John 3:1-17 

“You Must Be Born Again” 
 

 
 
 
 

 

May 2 
All You Can Eat Pasta Dinner & Concert  

to Benefit Bower Hill’s Mike Riemer 
(including Talent Show!) 

For tickets or questions, contact Beth Robosky  
at 412-875-5274 or beth.robosky@gmail.com. 

 
May 10 

Diaper Shower—Caroline Smith 
 

May 14 
Pittsburgh Presbytery Meeting — Hosted by BHCC 

 
May 24-31 

Family Promise at BHCC 
 

July 13-17 
“Power Up” Day Camp 
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Sunday Transportation 

Need a ride to worship? The deacons would like to provide 
a ride to worship for members who need one.  If you find 
yourself in need of a ride, you may call your parish deacon 
prior to Sunday to arrange a ride. Not sure who to call? 
Contact the church office for assistance. 

 

Are you willing to give a ride? 
The deacons are compiling a list of people who might be willing to give 
rides to church. There are several people who do not drive who might come 
to church if they had a ride. If you would be willing to offer rides, please 
contact Kate Junker at: katejunker@aol.com.  

OUR CHURCH STAFF 

 

 Rev. Dr. Brian Snyder, Pastor 

br@bhccml.com 

 

Company of Pastors 

 Rev. Tami Hooker 

Rev. Dr. Betty Sykes 

 Rev. John Yohe 

 

Marla Kemmler, Director of Christian Education  

and Youth Programs 

ma@bhccml.com 

 

Anne Smith, Director of Music Ministries 

an@bhccml.com 

 

Dianne Scott, Financial Secretary 

di@bhccml.com 

 

Karen Reynolds, Church Secretary 

office@bhccml.com 

 

Jim Askins, Custodian 

ff26emt@gmail.com 

 
THE CHURCH OFFICE 

[412] 561-4114 

Monday - Friday   9:00 a.m.— 2:30 p.m. 

Bower Hill Community Church 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

Please pray for Our Care List 

70 Moffett Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15243 

Phone: 412-561-4114 
Fax: 412-561-2252 

E-mail: office@bhccml.com 
www.BowerHillChurch.org 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 


