Bower Hill

Community Church

Sanctuary Flowers/Donation Dedications

If you are interested in purchasing flowers or making a donation
to the charity of your choice as a dedication in memory/honor of

ORSHIP PLANS a loved one, please contact the church office to request a form or “
September 4 information. )
Labor Day Weekend

13th Sunday after Pentecost
Philemon 1:1-21
Luke 14:25-33

Lighting the Steeple

Ksiecll’(toeflfngs;;;y j The opportunity to light the steeple of Bower Hill Community Church
Communion 4 continues. Many have sponsored a night in honor of a person or a
14th Sunday after Pentecost & special occasion. It has also been lit as a way to memorialize a special
Breakfast at 8:30 %% person who has passed away. Notice of the lighting and the person,
Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28 event, or date that it commemorates, will appear in the weekly
Luke 15:1-10 bulletin. The cost of this is $10 a day and can be sent directly to the church. (You will
September 18 not be billed for this.)

15th Sunday after Pentecost

Jeremiah 8:18 - 9:1 Requests should include; the date(s) you would like to sponsor, the reason you want

Luke 16:1-13 to sponsor (in honor, in memory, etc.), the name of the person(s) or the event as you
September 25 want it to appear in the bulletin, and your name. Email your request to: Amy
16th Sunday after Pentecost Leasure at amlea97@hotmail.com. MULTIPLE sponsors can share the SAME DATE.

Timothy 6:6-19
Luke 16:19-31

PASTORAL PONDERINGS - WORD, SACRAMENT & ORDER

When one is ordained, the vows that are taken grant authority in the church for certain functions. The first is
the word. It grants the ordaned the opportunity to preach the word from the Biblical record, and to be
accountable to do ones best to correctly interpret the scripture.

The second function is to duly administer the sacraments. In the Protestant tradition, the two sacraments are
Baptism and Holy Communion. As the word sacrament implies, this is a very sacred responsibility. It links our
congregation to the ancient rites of the church as it has evolved and witnessed to the world.

The last function, order, is much more denomination specific. In some traditions, it expects the ordained clergy
to have sweeping administrative functions. In others, pastors are relegated to executing the desires of the
congregation. In either case the ultimate concern is the continued vitality of the faith.

I would like to offer my deep gratitude to Bower Hill Community Church, Brian Snyder, the Session and the
congregation for the opportunity this summer to fully share in my ordination vows. Blessings to all!

~ Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure, Parish Associate
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September 11
There's a lot to celebrate on Kick Off Sunday.
Please make plans to join us!

8:30 Breakfast
9:30 Worship
10:30 Extended Coffee Hour

During coffee hour we will have a couple of small surprises
- for Pastor Brian as we officially celebrate his return from :
- sabbatical.

* There will also be a presentation from the youth group
about their work trip over the summer to Phlladelphla :

R *Don't miss Brian's first day back in the pulpit on
-~ September 4!
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Back to Bells and Choir

We warmly invite ringers and singers of any ability to join the bell and
chancel choirs at Bo:00wer Hill. Reading music is not required and there is no
audition. Bells rehearse at 6 p.m. on Thursdays and Chancel Choir rehearses
at 7:00 p.m. on Thursdays, both in the choir room.

Cherub choir - grades K-3, will rehearse at 10:45 a.m. in the choir room on
the Sundays; 11/20, 11/27, 12/4, and 12/11. They will sing in worship on
Sunday, December 18.

We hope to start a choir for grades 4-6 called Chorister Choir. Rehearsals would be Sundays; 11/20, 11/27,
12/4, and 12/11 at 10:45 a.m.

We need adult volunteers to make both choirs happen successfully. Please contact Anne
at anne.smith@bowerhillchurch.org to find out more.

A— A dUH’ BHCC ApuLt EDUCATION RETURNS

. Fall Adult Education Classes Start September 18
—Education P

2 L Adult Education classes will resume on September 18 at 11:00 a.m. We
. will be meeting in-person in the Friendship Room and offering an online
option as well.

This year’s theme is “Service and Servanthood”. Through our sessions we will explore Jesus’ call to
serve rather than be served as in Matthew 20:26b-28a: “...but whoever wishes to be great among you
must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be your slave, just as the Son of
Man came not to be served, but to serve...” We also will explore spiritual disciplines that prepare us for
service, the opportunities we have for service in church, community, and the wider world as well as
consider the historical and present day role models whose lives have been dedicated to serving others.

Stay tuned for more details in E-Blasts and plan to join us each Sunday morning.

Faith Formation, Adult Education Committee



mailto:anne.smith@bowerhillchurch.org
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UPDATE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION MINISTRIES -- AMY GRELLA - 412-801-3723

Join us for Kick-off Sunday, September 11

Please join us for our fall season kick-off on September 11. Join us before worship for a -

buffet style breakfast starting around 8:30 a.m. Plan to stay for a special event after - Youth
worship where the youth mission team will be sharing a recap of their Philadelphia mission I\ *Min lSh'y
trip. Childcare will be available during this special program in room 110 / playground NEWS
area.

Sunday School Begins on Sunday, Sept. 11

We welcome children and youth for in-person options which kick off on Sunday, Sept. 11. Our nursery will be open
for babies and toddlers during worship. During second hour, childcare will be provided in room 110. Please look
below for details on the plan by each age group. Also, please be sure to read the updated safety plan article also in
this newsletter.

Children’s Worship (Preschool - 2" grade)

Children preschool (potty trained) up to second grade will start in worship with their families. After the Children’s
Sermon, kids will be escorted downstairs to room 103, our Children’s Worship Space. Children will have their very
own worship experience, learning Bible stories through seeing, hearing, and hands-on activities. Parents may pickup
their children in the classroom after worship ends.

Tweens (3" - 5" grade)

The 3™ — 5™ graders will meet during worship in room 105 using the ever-popular Holy Moly curriculum. This class
will still take place during the entirety of worship service, so kids should go directly to room 105 on Sunday morning.
Parents may pickup their children in the classroom after worship ends.

NEW YOUTH GROUP OPPORTUNITIES KICK-OFF

We are excited to share new groups for kids and youth from 3™ through 12" grade. This year, we are happy to offer

separate youth group options for two age groups: 3"-8" grades (aka our tweens and middle schoolers), and our high

school. Led by Miss Amy and other volunteers, these groups will meet for Sunday Night Live (SNL) once a month

on Sunday evenings at the church. Because we are only meeting once a month, it is vital that you make every effort
to have your child participate, so we have enough kids to make these groups meaningful. Kids are welcome to bring
friends or neighbors to join us.

Youth Group Kick-off Event for 3"-12™ sraders

Youth in grades 3-12 will meet at Forsythe Park in Carnegie for a picnic lunch next Sunday, Aug. 28 from noon -
2:00 p.m. Lunch will be provided. We will eat, hang out, and play some yard games. Bring $7 for mini golf, and
extra $$ if you want a snack bar treat - they have AMAZING home-made ice cream sandwiches! Please RSVP
here so food can be arranged. We are also in need of adult chaperones — so please let me know if you’d like to join
us.

Tweens and Middle School (3™ - 8" grades) will meet the first Sunday night of each month.

All meetings will be from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. We will meet in Fellowship Hall. NOTE: Since this first date falls on a
holiday weekend, we will start our first meeting in October.
October 2, November 6, December 4 — White Elephant Party

High School (9™ - 12" grades) will meet the third Sunday night of each month.

All meetings will be from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. We will meet in downstairs in room 105.
September 18, October 16° November 20, and December 4— White Elephant Party

SAVE THE DATE — Youth Fall Retreat

Youth in grades 6-12 are invited to meet at Camp Ligonier with other area churches for our annual fall Retreat the
weekend of November 11-13. Details to follow, but plan to leave Friday early evening (around 6:00 p.m.), and return
on Sunday by noon. This is a fun, faith-filled event that you don’t to miss!



https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1O2T2c01KNpxRF_PsNU2nNlKHfBjSiODZbj2mdMZPjsU/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1O2T2c01KNpxRF_PsNU2nNlKHfBjSiODZbj2mdMZPjsU/edit#gid=0
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Mark Your Calendar for...

BHCC's Got Talent!

Saturday, October 22
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

You won't want to miss this season's version of BHCC's Got Talent! We know many of our congregation
members and friends have untold hidden (and not so hidden) talents. Perhaps you are an exceptional
singer. Maybe you are a juggler, or a comedian at heart. Little did we know that you and your partner are
swing dance champions! Maybe you and your son or daughter have a gig you'd like to share. Write and
present your own poetry, do you? Whether you have a serious talent, or one tinged with humor, we invite
you to begin rehearsing your act and plan to share it with your friends at church on October 22.

Our youth are also encouraged to perform. Maybe some of the choir members can put new words to a
favorite hymn. Whatever your talent, our panel of distinguished judges -- Rick Jacobs, Jean Miewald, and
Ruth Robbins -- are prepared to commend and comment as we evaluate the evening's acts. Your
performance will be limited to three minutes. We'll plan to use the Fellowship Hall stage and refreshments
will be provided.

If your talent is more along the lines of the visual arts, bring one or two of your paintings, photos, or crafty
creations for display. These are welcome as well and will be displayed in Fellowship Hall that evening. If
you would like to be on the performance agenda for the evening, please inform us of your plans by emailing
Sally Child at sa.child@yahoo.com or Lynn Helbling Sirinek atlhsirinek@yahoo.com. If the visual arts are
more your thing, you may contact Lynne Wohleber at gingercat65@hotmail.com

Watch for more details as the date draws nearer, and be sure to mark your calendars!



mailto:sa.child@yahoo.com
mailto:lhsirinek@yahoo.com
mailto:gingercat65@hotmail.com

BOWER HILL

PAGE 6

UPCOMING

Fellowshi

Senior Men’s Breakfast
Tuesday, September 6
8:00 a.m.

Hooks & Needles
September 3 & 17
10 am. to 12 p.m.

Get Outdoors
Saturday, September 10

Koinonia
September 14
9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

Chicken Barbeque
September 17
9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

Bookworms
September 27
1:30 p.m. via Zoom

B e e e e e e e e e e e T e e e — e — e e e —

Our next gathering will be on Tuesday, September 6 at 8:00 a.m. The meeting
location is the Denny's restaurant at 2180 Greentree Road, near Swallow Hill Road.
No reservation is required, and conversation is spontaneous. The regular meeting date
will be the first Tuesday of each month. All men are welcome. Any questions or
comments, contact Glenn Child at gstchild@yahoo.com.

Hooks and needles continue to meet on the 1st and 3rd Saturday of each month. We
will meet in Room 110 from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

New Members and needle workers of all skills welcome! Hope to see you there!

Due to the first Saturday being part of Labor Day weekend and another commitment I
have, this month we are going to hike on the second Saturday of the month. Please
check the Friday E-blasts for details about the upcoming hike.

All women are welcome to join Koinonia, BHCC’s women’s Bible study group, and
to explore and share in faith and fellowship with other women. This group will be
returning to fully in-person meetings starting on 9/14 at 9:00 a.m. in the lounge (Room
110). Going forward Koinonia will be meeting on Wednesdays from 9:00 -10:30 a.m.
in-person although, hybrid in-person/virtual or simply virtual sessions remain an option
should circumstances require a change. The book we are discussing as we start this
year is Following the Call: Living the Sermon on the Mount Together edited by Charles
E. Moore, a compendium of commentaries from religious and secular authorities on the
Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 6. Contact Sarah Neusius (sraahneusius@gmail.com)
for more information or just come and join us.

Upper St. Clair - Bethel Park Rotary Club is holding this year's annual Chicken
Barbecue on September 17. The meal includes half of a chicken, coleslaw, baked beans
and a dinner roll. The cost is $15 each. It will be held at Bethel Park High School, 309
Church Road, Bethel Park. It is Drive Thru/Take Out only...no indoor dining.

100% of our proceeds go to local and international charities. Please consider buying
some tickets and donations are always welcome!

Please contact Susan Hicks at 412-720-0125 or at susiebhicks@yahoo.com.

The group continues to meet on fourth Tuesday of the month at 1:30 p.m. via ZOOM.
To join the group for the next meeting, send your requests to Linda James at
lindaleejames. 72@gmail.com . Everyone is welcome to join the Zoom conversation.

September 27 - Breathing Fire: Female Inmate Firefighters on the Front Lines
Of California’s Wildfires ~By Jamie Lowe

October 25 - Amity and Prosperity ~By Eliza Griswold



mailto:gstchild@yahoo.com
mailto:sraahneusius@gmail.com
mailto:susiebhicks@yahoo.com
mailto:gstchild@yahoo.com
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WESTERN PA DIAPER BANK UNITY FOOD PANTRY
Remember to save coupons for disposable Collection Date - September 11
diapers and feminine hygiene products that you The food pantry’s greatest need this month is
collect. You can drop them off at the church for canned soup, cold cereal, and canned fruit.

office during regular business

hours OR send them with your Wa Svou can

weekly offering. r v
“V-IQ ““\ , E"i
]

< . t"n ' '
.f,".; ) Iﬂ &
GIVING TREE SEPTEMBER COAT DRIVE
THE TABLE AT HOT METAL BRIDGE

SEPTEMBER 20 Clean out your closets! During the month of
. ) September, we are accepting new and gently used
There are many volunteer opportunities either by coats for men, women, and children. There is a great
making casseroles (recipe provided), bundt cakes, need for Large and X-Large sized coats and hoodies
salad, or providing dinner rolls, and/or volunteering to for men/women. Consider purchasing these items
help AT Hot Metal Bridge Church, between 4:30 p.m. from thrift stores. Coats and hoodies can be hung on
& 7:00 p.m. Please contact Darenda Lease at designated racks outside of Fellowship Hall. Check

dlease109@comcast.net or 412-654-5766 call or text. ~ out the Mission Committee GIVING TREE going up
September 4, outside the Sanctuary for all the

collection details!

¢ COFFEE
COFFEE HOUR HOSTS NEEDED “% #HOYR
Coffee hour is an important time of fellowship each week. It’s a time to welcome visitors \ f\‘\
and to catch up with anyone you missed during the Passing of the Peace. L Y
Since we’ve resumed live worship following Covid, we’ve lost several coffee hour hosts. / ; -)

Typically, each coffee hour host serves twice a year, but with the loss of hosts we’re short ‘
to complete the schedule without either asking some hosts to serve a third time, or having coffee hour
come out of the church budget.

Neither of those options is a terrible solution, but if anyone has been thinking, I would like to be a coffee
hour host, now would be a great time to start!

Here are some details about what coffee hosting entails, Please don’t be scared - I always make sure that
someone will be available to help new hosts find everything in the kitchen and to show them how to
make the coffee.

o Snacks - The coffee hour host provides all the treats for the adults (kid snacks like Goldfish crackers
and fruit snacks are provided by the church). There are trays in the kitchen for any items you bring.
Most hosts include simple treats like mini muffins, cookies, or bagels. Some hosts will go above and
beyond with items like fruit or cheese and crackers, but these are optional.

o Drinks - The coffee hour host prepares coffee, hot water for tea, and lemonade. All supplies are
provided by the church. During the summer, we only do cold drinks.

o Setup - Typically the tables are already in place for coffee hour, but the host will have to put
tablecloths on a few tables and bring out all the cups, plates, napkins, drinks, snacks, etc.

e Clean up -There is always a Bubble Brigade dishwasher volunteer to clean the mugs and plates, but
the coffee hour host is responsible for washing any trays, coffee urns, or other items that can’t be run
through the dishwasher, as well as cleaning the tables and sweeping the floor in Fellowship Hall.

If you are willing to serve as a coffee hour host, contact Theresa Child at treefoowon@yahoo.com or
412-429-9519.



mailto:dlease109@comcast.net
mailto:treetoowon@yahoo.com
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FROM THE ECO-JUSTICE TEAM

Great job, kids! x**x

VBS was a “green” event this year, as you already know. The Eco-Justice team sends g@u *
thanks and admiration to the children and adult volunteers who participated. A lovely

oak tree was planted at the entrance to the south parking lot, with yeoman work from the ¢

upper elementary/middle school leaders. Kudos to all! g

Global Clean Energy Action Forum
September 21 - 23

This September in Pittsburgh, the U.S. will host the first ever Global Clean Energy Action Forum
(GCEAF). The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) is partnering with Carnegie Mellon University (CMU)
to host the 2022 GCEAF. The forum will be held at the David L. Lawrence Convention Center September
21st-23rd. According to gceaf.org, the venue itself, Pittsburgh, is significant. As Secretary Granholm put it,
the Steel City of Pittsburgh is “a town that exemplifies how a legacy energy and industrial-dependent
economy can be transformed into a technology and innovation powerhouse.”

The three-day event will feature a high-level plenary, topical roundtables with energy and science
ministers from 31 countries, CEOs and experts, side events, technology demonstrations, and other
activities. The global clean energy transition is aiming to bring “enormous opportunities and benefits” to
our communities, workers, and industry. The many varieties of clean energy will be discussed as well as
climate change and the COVID-19 pandemic. CMU will bring together a local host committee to ensure
voices and perspectives from across our community — including industry, government, labor, non-profit
organizations, and philanthropy are included. For more information, visit https://gceaf.org.

Cities around the world are exploring ways to deal with the ever-growing negative effects of climate
change. Pittsburgh has the resources to be in the forefront, for which we are grateful!



https://gceaf.org/registration/
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Why do White Americans have on average 13 times more wealth than
African Americans? There have been government policies after the Civil
War that have led to this disparity. Bread for the World has documented
some of these policies. Here is their Policy # 3 contributing to the gap.

Minding the Gap: Policy #3 The National Housing Act of 1934, Part 1

Policies under this law guaranteed federally-backed loans to whites and
legally refused loans to blacks and anyone else who chose to live in or near black neighborhoods. This
practice, known as “redlining,” targeted entire black neighborhoods and identified them as “Grade D.”
This made it nearly impossible for appraisers in the private sector to do business in black neighborhoods
because all the residents were considered bad credit risks.

How does inequality in access to home loans contribute
to the racial hunger, income, and wealth gaps?

Homeownership is the primary way for American families of modest means to build wealth. African
Americans have been denied equitable access to mortgage loans, and therefore homeownership, for
roughly the past four generations. Areas with a low rate of homeownership have fewer assets, equity, and
resources. Consequently, African American neighborhoods are far more likely than white neighborhoods
to have areas of concentrated poverty, meaning that a sizeable proportion of residents live below the
poverty line.

Mending the Gap: Where can I get more information?

What Is 'Redlining'? - HISTORY

The history of redlining | National Housing Conference (nhc.org)

“1934: Federal Housing Administration Created.” Fair Housing Center of Greater Boston.

Fair Housing Center of Greater Boston Timeline (bostonfairhousing.org)

Redlining was banned 50 years ago. It’s still hurting minorities today. - The Washington Post
Banks and Non-Banks Beware: New Types of Redlining Claims are on the Horizon | HUB | K&L
Gates (klgates.com)

SNk B =



https://www.history.com/news/housing-segregation-new-deal-program
https://nhc.org/the-history-of-redlining/
https://www.bostonfairhousing.org/timeline/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2018/03/28/redlining-was-banned-50-years-ago-its-still-hurting-minorities-today/
https://www.klgates.com/Banks-and-Non-Banks-Beware-New-Types-of-Redlining-Claims-are-on-the-Horizon-10-26-2021
https://www.klgates.com/Banks-and-Non-Banks-Beware-New-Types-of-Redlining-Claims-are-on-the-Horizon-10-26-2021
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Message from Mission Committee and Immigration, Refugee,
and Undocumented Persons Team (IRU Team)

The BHCC delegation that planned to travel to Arizona in October for the training with Borderlinks has
reluctantly made the decision not to do the in-person trip, but to do the training remotely. We will be
doing the training together in the Friendship Room on Saturday, October 8, Sunday, October 9, and
Monday, October 10, 2022 from 11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. This opens an opportunity for those interested in
immigration issues, but unable to take the time or money to go to Arizona, to do this training with us.

The cost of the training will be dependent on the number of participants, but no more than $175 including
lunch. No questions asked, partial or full scholarships will be available if cost is a concern. Participants
must also commit to participating in the entire training. We are asking anyone doing the training to come to
the church for each session for a more meaningful experience. An outline of the training is below. If you
want a more detailed description of anything on the Agenda, we can provide that to you.

Please let us know by September 7, 2022 if you are interested in registering for the training. If you have
any questions contact any member of the IRU Team — Linda James, Sarah Neusius, Betsy Hohlfelder,
Darenda Lease, Theresa Child, or Jean Miewald. If you wish to sign up for the training, contact Linda
James. We hope some of you can join us in what we believe will be a great experience.

Saturday, October 8
11:00 AM Orientation
12:00 PM Topic-Immigration History
Workshop
1:00 PM Lunch (to be provided)
2:00 PM Topic-The Missing Person Crisis Along the Border

Presentation by No More Death Abuse
Documentation Working Group

3:30 PM Reflection (or Questions/Prep for next day)
Sunday, October 9
11:00 AM Topic- Living in Nogales and the impacts of NAFTA
Meeting with Manuel Morales
12:00 PM Topic-The Cost of Food in Mexico vs. the US
Workshop
1:00 PM Lunch (to be provided)
2:00 PM Topic-Efforts to Reduce Violence Against LBGTQ Immigrants in Detention

Presentation by Karolina Lopez, Mariposas
Sin Fronteras
3:30 PM Reflection

Monday, October 10

11:00 AM Topic- How We Can Move from Charity Toward Solidarity With Immigrants
Workshop
12:00 PM Topic-The Sanctuary Movement
Presentation by the Southside Presbyterian Church
1:00 PM Lunch (to be provided)
2:00 PM Action Planning

3:30 PM Final Reflection & Evaluations
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Rev. Dr. Brian Snyder, Pastor
brian.snyder@bowerhillchurch.org

Parish Associate
Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure
fred.leasure@bowerhillchurch.org

Company of Pastors
Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure
Rev. Dr. Betty Sykes

Amy Grella

Director of Education Ministries
amy.grella@bowerhillchurch.org

Anne Smith

Director of Music Ministries
anne.smith@bowerhillchurch.org

Philip Engel
Financial Secretary
phil.engel@bowerhillchurch.org
Kim Digman
Office Administrator
office@bowerhillchurch.org

THE CHURCH OFFICE
70 Moffett St., Pittsburgh. PA 15243
(412) 561-4114
office@bowerhillchurch.org
Monday - Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

www.BowerHillChurch.org

Please pray
for Our Care List

Bower Hill Church Members

Egﬁz}g% : Inese Baumhammers, Jeff Carper
Gloria Child, Jean Dunfee
Georgia Gallo, Nina Helbling
Nate Ivey, Joan McAnulty
Dottie Post

Sept 1: Dottie Carter Sept 18: Chloe Snyder

Sept 2: Calvin Kocher Sept 19: Jonathan May

Sept 3: Davis Gracy Sept 23: Henry Druckenbrod
: Emily Lansbery Bryan Webler

Sept 5: Margaret DeLair Sept 25: Amy Grella

Sept 7: Gus Watterson Sept 26: Tyler Musher

: Ashley Dickey

: Sept 27: Ashley Brown

: Sept 9: Aiden Belardi Michael Waine

: Sam Webler
: Sept 10: Phil Neusius
Sept 28: Gordon Mitchell
: Sept 11: Parker Simpson-Hunt
. Sept 29: Barrett Bruce

Sept 12: Doris Olinger Ruth Foltz
: Ellena Gibbs
: Sept 14: Paul Siefkin Tiffany Marcovsky

THE BIRTHDAY BLESSING:

Please take a moment to read through the names, pray for them, and offer
i them your best wishes!

Have we missed YOUR birthday? If your name is not listed, it is because
i the church office does not have your information. Please call the office
i administrator at 412-561-4114 with updated information.
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