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~ Love’s Austere and Lonely Offices ~ 

“In everything give thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
concerning you.” 

Dear Members and Friends, 
In November, I always cut back on the friendly chatter and instead share a poem or a story about the joys 

of giving thanks.  Consider these words of Robert Hayden, an African-American poet who grew up in the slums 
of Detroit in the 1920s.  This is his song of gratitude for his adoptive father, whom he never bothered to thank 
when he was young.   

Those Winter Sundays 
Sundays too my father got up early 

          and put his clothes on in the blueblack cold, 
     then with cracked hands that ached 

      from labor in the weekday weather made 
       banked fires blaze. No one ever thanked him. 

 
   I’d wake and hear the cold splintering, breaking. 

   When the rooms were warm, he’d call, 
   and slowly I would rise and dress, 

   fearing the chronic angers of that house. 
 

        Speaking indifferently to him, 
who had driven out the cold 

and polished my good shoes as well. 
What did I know, what did I know 

of love’s austere and lonely offices? 
~Robert Hayden, 1966 

 
Hayden’s adopted father didn’t always succeed in showing love.  The poem is a brief autobiography, and 

it mentions “the chronic angers of that house.”  But in retrospect, the poet is grateful for the man’s quiet faithful-
ness in carrying out the simple drudgeries that love demands.  Despite working hard all week, his father got up 
early on winter mornings, even on the one day when he could sleep in, and he made the house warm for his fami-
ly.   

November is a time to remember those who’ve performed love’s unsung and unthanked offices in our 
lives, as imperfect as those folks were.  Between its pensive holidays of All Saints and Thanksgiving, November 
bids us reflect back on those all-too-human individuals, with their foibles and their failings, who managed to ex-
press their love for us by giving, or teaching, or baking, or mending, or silently standing by and showing their 
support.  As the days grow shorter and gray hints of winter touch the air, let us pause to say thanks for—perhaps 
even to—those who’ve performed “love’s austere and lonely offices” for us.      

In Christ’s Peace, 
~Brian 

 
PS: A good place to say thanks is at our Fifty-third Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Service, to be 

hosted at Our Lady of Grace on Tuesday, November 20, at 7:30 p.m.  In a world divided, interfaith worship is a 
very rare thing, and a real sign of how gratitude can bring people together!   

~ I Thessalonians 5:18 
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This year’s theme is Year of Justice.  Our Biblical focus 
is Micah 6: 8 “And what does the Lord require of you?  
To do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly 
with God.” 
 
Join us in the Friendship Room from 10:45-11:45 a.m. 
on Sunday mornings following worship and a time for 
fellowship.  The November schedule is as follows: 
 
November 4 — We will have an outside speaker, Dan 
Blevins, who will speak on the Veteran’s Leadership 
Program which includes the mission work that we do at 
BHCC for homeless veterans.  
 
November 11 — Brian Snyder will continue the discus-
sion using a DVD from the Chautauqua Institution.  The 
DVD focuses on a presentation by Bari Weiss, “The 
New Seven Dirty Words.”  Ms. Weiss is a writer and 
editor for New York Times Opinion Section, where she 
writes about culture and politics.  
 
November 18 — Brian Snyder will continue the DVD 
Study, “Living the Questions – Countering Pharoah’s 
Production – Consumption Society Today”.   
 
November 25 — DECK THE HALLS.  No Adult Ed. 
 
We hope you can join us. 

Adult Education 
 —Linda James, Committee Chair 

November Youth Calendar 

Saturday, November 3 – Working the kitchen for 
Women Helping Women Vendor Fair 

Tuesday, November 6 – (No school) – Helping at 
World Vision in Sewickley from 1:00-4:00 p.m.  

Sunday November 11 – Sunday Night Live                
    6:00-8:00 p.m. with Sunset Hills 
 
Be sure to join us Sunday mornings during second 
hour for XP3 in the youth lounge.    

NOTE:  XP3 will not meet on November 25, due to 
Thanksgiving and decking the halls. 

 

Help Needed Saturday, November 3, during Wom-
en Helping Women Vendor Fair 

The youth group has volunteered to serve in the kitch-
en to sell meals during the vendor fair on November 3.  
There are two shifts of work—       10:00 a.m. until 
noon, and 12:00 noon until 2:00 p.m.  Please sign up 
for one of the shifts on either the youth bulletin board 
or online.  See the email from Amy for more infor-
mation. 

 
SAVE THE DATE! 

New Summer Mission Trip for Youth 

This year, all youth grades 6 and up have the oppor-
tunity to be part of a mission trip experience.  We are 

partnering with Hiland Presbyter-
ian to travel to North Carolina to 
help with repairs to rebuild a 
small community near New Bern 
that was devasted by Hurricane 
Florence.  The trip is scheduled 

for the week of June 23-30.  We are also looking for 
adult chaperones for this trip.  If you are interested, 
please let Amy know.  This trip is being organized and 
led by Chad Johnson from Hiland.  A veteran in youth 
ministry, Chad has led annual youth mission trips for 
the last 15 years.  Chad will be joining us for a meet-
ing with all interested families to answer questions 
and talk about how this mission trip can be a signifi-
cant faith experience for our youth group!  

Director of Christian Education  

and Youth Programs 
Amy Grella — am@bhccml.com 

 

 
 

Worship Plans 
 

November 4:  24th Sunday after  Pentecost  
All Saints  /  Communion 

Isaiah 25:6-9; Revelation 21:1-6a 
 

November 11:  25th Sunday after  Pentecost  
Hebrews 9:24-28; Mark 12:38-44 

 
November 18:  26th Sunday after  Pentecost 

Mark 13:1-8; I Samuel 1:4-20 
 

November 25:  Reign of Christ  
Revelation 1:4b-8; John 18:33-37 
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Director of Music Ministries 
Anne Carper Smith—an@bhccml.com 

———————————————— 
 

A tremendous 'thank you' to Ben & Deb Carter, Nathan 
Ivey, Mary Good, Chris Robbins, and Amy Grella for 
all of their help in making Unity of Voices a thundering 
success.  We welcomed 200 guests to our front lawn 
and joined together in song.  Our youth did a fantastic 
job managing the little ones as they played games. 
Thank you!! 

 
Cherub choir rehearsals will begin on Sunday, Novem-
ber 25, at 10:45 a.m. sharp in the choir  room. This 
year we will be learning music for the Christmas Pag-
eant.  All cherubs are urged to attend as many rehears-
als as possible to ensure that they know the music well. 

PONDERINGS FROM THE PA 

             Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure 

What is your identity?  Over the past 
several years there has been growing 
concern about identity theft.  Also, 
greater security concerns have led to 
more ways necessary to prove who you are.  Recently I 
was walking downtown at lunch time and noticed that 
most everyone that passed had some type of name tag or 
photo id on a lanyard around there neck.  In our high-
rise buildings, this is now required to make sure that 
your being there is for a legitimate reason. 
 
In Pennsylvania you soon will be required to obtain a 
new driver’s license that not only has your photo, date 
of birth, and height and weight, but has also verified by 
other documents who you are.  No less than three forms 
of identity are necessary to obtain this “Real ID”.  A 
birth certificate, a passport, a current driver’s license, a 
Social Security Card and perhaps a marriage license 
will need to be presented. 
 
I remember two items that come to mind in the Chris-
tian community.  One is the lyrics of the hymn  
“They will know we are Christians by Our Love”.  A 
second one is an excerpt from Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s 
poem “Who Am I”? 
 

Who am I? This or the Other? 
Am I one person to-day and to-morrow another? 

Am I both at once? A hypocrite before others and be-
fore myself a contemptible woebegone weakling? 

Or is something with me still like a beaten army flee-
ing in disorder from victory already achieved? 

Who am I?  They mock me, these lonely questions of 
mine. 

Whoever I am, Thou knowest,  O God, I am thine. 
  

What is your identity? 

Would You Like To Be A Lector? 

Are you wondering how you 
might become more actively in-
volved in the church but have a 
limited amount of time to commit?  
You might want to consider being 
a lector during the Sunday morn-
ing services.  There are no com-

mittees to join and no meetings to attend.  There are 
several individuals on the list of lectors already, so 
you might only be asked to lector once or twice a 
year.  If you would like more information regarding 
what it takes to become a lector, or if you would like 
to add your name to the list of volunteer lectors, 
please contact Joan Bridges at joan-
ieb@rjbridges.com or 412-276-9300. 

Get Outdoors -- Parish Life Activity 

Have you ever hiked on the many trails local to Pittsburgh?  A few of the seasoned (old) hikers at BHCC were thinking 
there might be some members who aren’t aware of all the hiking trails around the area. Parish Life will 
coordinate and lead the trips, and the goal is to try one trip a month.  Trip details will be published in the 
bulletin and newsletter. 
  
This Month’s Trail is November 3 – South Side Steps – Will be climbing up and going down multi-
ple sets of steps.  The longest stairs will be several hundred steps. 
  
December 8 – Kane Woods - Whiskey Point Trail – Shorter 2-3 miles; some steep climbs.  This can 
be changed to a less hilly trail based on weather. 

 

mailto:joanieb@rjbridges.com
mailto:joanieb@rjbridges.com
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Communion Servers 
Nov. 4: Lynn Foltz, Doris Olinger 
  Nancy and Rich Salvante 
 
Lectors 
Nov. 4: Ellie Rising 
Nov. 11: Leo Goode 
Nov. 18: Dave Green 
Nov. 25: Kiri Rising (Christ the King Sunday) 
 
Usher Captain—Andy Druckenbrod 
 
Greeters 
Nov. 4: Harman Family, Keith Mason 
Nov. 11: John and Phyllis Yohe 
Nov. 18: Dave and Susan Hicks, Phyllis Madden 
Nov. 25: Christine Henney, Barb Hughes, Mary Beth Waine 
 
Acolytes 
Nov. 4: Ellena Gibbs, Michela Robbins 
Nov. 11: Bea Watterson, Owen Geis 
Nov. 18: Aiden Belardi, Allie Bruder 
Nov. 25: Ellena Gibbs, Avery Saba 
 
Coffee Hour   
Nov. 4: Cynthia Gissin, Doris Olinger 
Nov. 11: Philson Family 
Nov. 18: Karl Casey 
Nov. 25: Leasure Family 
 
 

 
Flower Deacons 
Nov. 4: Phyllis Madden 

Nov. 11: Cynthia Gissin 
Nov. 18: Mary Good 
Nov. 25: Melissa Harman 
 
Sextons 
Nov. 4: Bill Cadwell 
Nov. 11: Glenn Child 
Nov. 18: Bill Andrews 
Nov. 25: Tim Lease 
 
Soundboard 
Nov. 4: Rob Mackey 
Nov. 11: Nathan Ivey 
Nov. 18: Peter Morgan 
Nov. 25: Bill Andrews 
 
————————————— —
——————— 
 
Questions?  Need to switch or reschedule?   Please contact:  
Usher Captains:  Andy Druckenbrod 
Greeters:  Sally Child 
Communion Servers:  Donna Williams, Josie Sheldon 
Lectors: Joan Bridges 
Acolytes:  Jean Miewald 
Coffee Hour:  Theresa Child 
Flower Deacons:  Cynthia Gissin 
Sextons: Bill Cadwell 
Soundboard:  Glenn Child 

Worship Volunteers 

In lieu of a BHCC Deacons poin-
settia sale this Christmas season, 
congregation members will have 
the opportunity to honor loved 
ones through a Christmas Remem-
brance offering.    

For a suggested donation of $10, your gift in honor or in 
memory of a loved one will be featured in the Christmas Eve 
service program.  All donations will benefit both SHIM and 
the BHCC Organ Fund.   
A donation form will be included in your December newslet-
ter and also in the weekly bulletin beginning December 2.  
Please return the completed form, along with your check pay-
able to BHCC, in the Sunday offering plate or mail it to the 
church office.  Deadline to return the form is Sunday, Decem-
ber 16.    
If you have any questions, please contact Melissa Harman at 
614-406-0061 or MelissaRHarman@gmail.com.  
 
*Please note:  This option is being considered due to declining 
flower sales and most flowers not being taken home following the 
Christmas Eve service. 

BHCC “Earth Day” Cleanup   Volun-
teers needed 

 
On Saturday, November 10, from 9:00 a.m. 
until approximately noon, we would appre-
ciate having people of all ages and skill levels 
come to BHCC and spend the morning spruc-
ing up the church grounds.   
 
In conjunction with BHCC’s “Earth Day,” we 
will be trimming trees, patching some holes, 
raking both leaves and the playground chips.  
An indoor project is being considered as well.  
Feel free to stop by and join in if you have 
some time to give.  Who knew yard work 
could be this much fun! 
 
Questions?—ask Mary Good or Dave Hicks. 

mailto:MelissaRHarman@gmail.com
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Community Notes 
Want to be included on this page? Submissions are due the 15th of every month  

for the next month’s publication. 412-561-4114 or office@bhccml.com 

Senior Men’s Group  

The senior men's breakfast  
group will meet on Tuesday, November 6.  The 
meeting time is 8:00 a.m., and the location is the 
Kings Restaurant on Route 50 near the end of 
Greentree Road, in Scott.  The group meets in the 
room to the left of the cashier, and no reservation 
is necessary. Usually 6-10 church members at-
tend and are welcome to an unstructured discus-
sion of any topic that comes to mind.     Join us! 
 

Bookworms 

Bookworms is our ladies’ book dis-
cussion group, which meets on  

the fourth Tuesday of each month at 
7:30 p.m. in Room 103 for fellowship 
and discussion of a chosen title.  Eve-

ryone is welcome to read the book for the month 
and join the discussion.  There is NO meeting in 
December.  

November 27 
The Good Neighbor 

—The Life and Work of Fred Rogers 
 by Maxwell King 

 
 

Unity Food Pantry Collection 

Our next collection date will be Sunday, Novem-
ber 11.  The greatest need at the 
Pantry is for boxed cereal, cream 
soups, and beef soups.  They are 
also gathering foods that will be 
needed for holiday distribution to 
client families at Thanksgiving 

and Christmas.  This includes boxed potato mix-
es and all-in-one dessert mixes, such as brown-
ies, fruit bars, pumpkin bars, and cake mixes 
with the icing or topping included. 

Donations of any non-perishable food items are 
always welcomed.  Collection bins are located in 
the hallways outside the church office and the 
narthex.   

 Veterans Day 

 Monday, November 12 
 

 Thanksgiving  

 Thursday/Friday, November 22 and 23 

 

PLEASE NOTE!! 

Due to the Thanksgiving holiday, the article 
submission deadline for the December Newslet-
ter is NO LATER than Friday, November 9.  It 

will be mailed on Friday, November 16. 

Remember to “fall back” and turn your 
clocks back one hour on Saturday night, 

November 3.    

November 4 begins Eastern Standard Time. 

Making a Difference in our Commu-
nity 

We recently received a thank you letter 
from Mrs. Cathy Battle, Executive Director 
of the W. PA. Diaper Bank. (Posted on bulletin board near the 
Friendship Room)  
She expressed gratitude for the 516 baby diapers, 194 adult 
diapers and 72 sanitary pads that we donated through our Sep-
tember quarterly collection.  This was the first time we pro-
vided sanitary napkins—a new service instituted by the Dia-
per Bank in June this year. 
 
Bower Hill has been a consistent contributor to the Diaper 
Bank for more than two years.  Mrs. Battle’s letter describes 
the impact the Bank has had since its inception five years ago, 
including expanding its service area to four counties through a 
system of partner agencies that grew from six to 24.  As a re-
sult, over 500,000 diapers have been distributed to needy fam-
ilies.  
 
Thanks to everyone at Bower Hill who has contributed dia-
pers, sanitary napkins, coupons and cash to this worthy mis-
sion activity.   
 
Our next quarterly collection date for disposable diapers will 
be Sunday, December 16.  Please save coupons for disposable 
diapers that you collect but don’t use, and place them in the 
envelope near the Pack’N Play.   
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Help Needed 
 

Last year was a record-setting year for the flea market thanks to all your hard work.  We 
are hopeful that this year will be just as successful.   

The Fall Flea Market will be held on Saturday, November 17, and there are many opportunities 
to help.  Here’s the scoop: 

Final Collection — Sunday November 11 

Wednesday and Thursday, November 14-15, 9:00 a.m. to ??  

UNPACKING BOXES 

Help us unpack for an hour or two or stay all day and really get a workout!  Typically, we’re finished between noon 
and 1:00 p.m.  Snacks will be provided, but if you’re planning to stay all day, you may want to bring a bagged 
lunch. 

Sale Day — Saturday, November 17, 8:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 

The Flea Market opens at 8:30 a.m., and shoppers will be arriving early, as usual.  We’ll be using the extra room 
for children’s again, so extra help will be needed throughout the day.  However, the most help is needed in the first 
two or three hours.   
 
SOUP COOKS AND BAKERS NEEDED, TOO.  Bakers are needed to make items for the snack bar such as 
mini muffins, cookies, and brownies.  Baked goods can be dropped off in the kitchen on Friday, November 16, 
sometime between 10:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.  We would also like to have TWO gallons of each of the following 
soups — Chicken Noodle, Potato and Chili.  Containers can be provided.  Soup, along with the baked goods, may 
be dropped off in the kitchen Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. or brought to the kitchen by 9:30 a.m. on the day 
of the Flea Market.  

If you can help, SIGN UP SHEETS FOR “Day-of-Sale”, soup cooks, and bakers will be outside the  

Sanctuary following the worship services on November 4 and 11.  You may also let Theresa know where and 
when you can help by contacting her at 412-429-9519 or at treetoowon@yahoo.com. 

Thanks in advance for all your help to make this year’s fall flea market a success. 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and Bower Hill Community Church Present:   

WOMEN HELPING WOMEN OF SOUTH HILLS 

CRAFT AND VENDOR FAIR 

Benefitting Family Promise of SWPA 
 

Saturday, November 3 —  10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

Bower Hill Community Church, 70 Moffett St., Mt. Lebanon 15243   
——————————————————————————— 

See what’s new for the holidays in Fashion, Accessories, Jewelry, Skin Care, Cosmetics, Home Decor, Sweet Treats  
Chance Auction, 50/50 Raffle, and Great Food! 

    ——————————————————————————–— 
Free Admission and Parking   

Handicapped Parking also available 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 412-276-2446 

www.facebook.com/goodshepherdbowerhill 
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Sunday Transportation 

Need a ride to worship? The deacons would like to 
provide a ride to worship for members who need one.  
Please contact the church office several days before 
Sunday worship, and someone will help schedule your 
ride. 

 

Are you willing to give a ride? 

The deacons are compiling a list of people who might be willing to give 
rides to church. There are several people who do not drive who might 
come to church if they had a ride. If you would be willing to offer rides, 
please call the church office at 412-561-4114.  

OUR CHURCH STAFF 

 

 Rev. Dr. Brian Snyder, Pastor 

br@bhccml.com 

 

Parish Associate 

Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure 

fr@bhccml.com 

 

Company of Pastors 

 Rev. Tami Hooker 

Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure 

Rev. Dr. Betty Sykes 

  

Amy Grella 

Director of Christian Education  

and Youth Programs 

am@bhccml.com 

 

Anne Smith, Director of Music Ministries 

an@bhccml.com 

 

Philip Engel, Financial Secretary 

pe@bhccml.com 

 

Karen Reynolds, Office Administrator 

office@bhccml.com 

 

 
THE CHURCH OFFICE 

[412] 561-4114 

Monday - Friday   9:00 a.m.— 2:30 p.m. 

Bower Hill Community Church 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

70 Moffett Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15243 

Phone: 412-561-4114 
Fax: 412-561-2252 

E-mail: office@bhccml.com 
www.BowerHillChurch.org 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

Please pray for Our Care List 
Davis Gray 

Lauren Kocher 

Betty Mancini, Canterbury Place, 310 Fisk St., #507, Pgh., PA  15201 

LuAnne Pattison (former  member) 


