
Bower Hill Community Church (Presbyterian USA) 
Third Sunday of Advent ~ 11 December 2022 ~ Order for Worship 

 
Preparation for Worship: 

“Joy does not simply happen to us. We have to choose joy and keep choosing it every day.” 
~Henri Nouwen  

 
Prelude           Veni Emmanuel    Martha Sobaje             
 
Choral Introit              This Is the Day 

 
Call to Worship: 

         Leader: Rejoice in the Lord always.  
 People: Again, I will say, “Rejoice.” 
 Leader: Shout aloud and sing for joy! 
 People: God is with us. The Lord is near.    
 
Litany for Advent:          

O Radiant Dawn, splendor of eternal light, Sun of Justice: Come, shine on those who live in darkness and in the 
shadow of death. 
 Come, Lord Jesus. 
O Ruler of the nations, Monarch for whom the people long, you are the cornerstone uniting all humanity: Come, 
save us all, whom you formed out of clay. 
 Come, Lord Jesus. 
God of all generations, though signs and seasons change, your promise is faithful and your word will never pass 
away. Give us courage and strength as we watch and wait for Jesus Christ, our redeemer, who is coming in glory to 
reign.  

Amen. 
 
Lighting of the Advent Candles:        

Leader: On this third Sunday in Advent, we light the candle of joy.  “The wilderness and dry land shall be glad,  
the desert shall rejoice and blossom… 

People: Like a crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing.”   
                                                                                                                            

*Hymn 123         It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 

1. It came upon the midnight clear, hat glorious song of old, 
From angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold; 
"Peace on the earth, good will to men from heaven’s all-gracious King" – 
The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing. 

2. Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings unfurled, 
And still their heavenly music floats o'er all the weary world; 
Above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hovering wing, 
And ever o'er its Babel-sounds the blessed angels sing. 

3. Yet with the woes of sin and strife the world has suffered long; 
Beneath the heavenly hymn have rolled two thousand years of wrong; 
And we at war on earth hear not the tidings that they bring; – 
O hush the noise, and cease the strife, to hear the angels sing! 

4. And ye, beneath life's crushing load, whose forms are bending low, 
Who toil along the climbing way with painful steps and slow, 
Look now! for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; – 
Oh, rest beside the weary road and hear the angels sing! 

5. For lo! the days are hastening on by prophet bards foretold, 
When, with the ever circling years shall come the age of gold; 
When Peace shall over all the earth, its ancient splendors fling, 
And the whole world give back the song, which now the angels sing. 

             
Call to Prayer    
There is a voice crying out in the wilderness of sin. God is calling to us with love. Let us confess our sin, trusting in God’s 
saving grace.       
                                                                                        



Prayer of Confession: 

We confess, O God, that we are not prepared to welcome your way of righteousness, justice, and 
peace. You call us to repentance, but we refuse to change our ways. You call us to resist 
oppression, but we resign ourselves to evil. You call us to be reconciled, but we remain divided and 
afraid. Forgive us, God of grace. Pour out your Spirit in our lives so that we may be forgiven, set 
free, and made ready to meet you at the coming of your holy realm; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
[Silent prayers] 

            
Words of Assurance          

Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain made low, and the crooked made straight, and the rough made 
smooth, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.  This is the good news we are waiting for: In the name of Jesus 
Christ, we are forgiven.  

People: Thanks be to God.        
 
*Response: Gloria  Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!  
 
*The Peace    

Leader:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
People:  And also with you. 
Leader:  Let us greet one another with the peace of Christ. 

 
Time with the Children 
           

Prayer for Illumination  
Speak to us this day, O Lord. Visit us with your wisdom, overshadow us with your Spirit, and let it be with us according to 
your Word: Jesus Christ our Savior. 
 Amen.  
 
First Scripture Reading    Matthew 11:2-11    
 
The Psalter: Hymn 100   My Soul Cries Out with Joyful Shout  The Magnificat of Mary 

1) My soul cries out with a joyful shout that the God of my heart is great, 
And my spirit sings of the wondrous things that you bring to the ones who wait. 
You fixed your sight on your servant's plight and my weakness you did not spurn; 
So from east to west shall my name be blest. Could the world be about to turn? 

REFRAIN: My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your justice burn. 
Wipe away all tears for the dawn draws near, and the world is about to turn! 

2) Though I am small, my God, my all, you work great things in me, 
And your mercy will last from the depths of the past to the end of the age to be. 
Your very name puts the proud to shame, and to those who would for you yearn 
You will show your might, put the strong to flight, for the world is about to turn. [REFRAIN] 

3) From the halls of power to the fortress tower not a stone will be left on stone. 
Let the king beware for your justice tears ev'ry tyrant from his throne. 
The hungry poor shall weep no more for the food they can never earn. 
There are tables spread, ev'ry mouth be fed, for the world is about to turn. [REFRAIN] 

4) Though the nations rage from age to age we remember who holds us fast. 
God's mercy must deliver us from the conqueror's crushing grasp. 
This saving word that our forebears heard is the promise which holds us bound 
'Til the spear and rod can be crushed by God, who is turning the world around. [REFRAIN] 

 
Second Scripture Reading      Isaiah 35:1-10 
 
Sung Response        
 
Sermon                   “Everlasting Joy”                   Rev. Dr. Brian Snyder  
 
Sacrament of Holy Baptism            Ron Michael Kelley 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; 



who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors, 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.   

 
Welcome and Next Steps 
 
Invitation to Offering 
 
Offering and Choral Anthem      The Carol of the Advent      Philip Diettericht 
 
*Response: The Doxology          Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                     Old Hundredth 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow!  Praise God all creatures here below!   
Praise God above, ye heavenly host!  Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost!  Amen. 

 
*Prayer of Dedication 
  
*Closing Hymn  121      O Little Town of Bethlehem 

1 O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

2 For Christ is born of Mary, and, gathered all above 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond’ring love. 
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the King and peace to all the earth. 

3 How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is giv’n! 
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav’n. 
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 

4 O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray, 
cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel! 

 
*Charge and Benediction 
 
*Choral Response    Sevenfold Amen 
 
Postlude                    Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates  Wilbur Held 

Feel free to exit during the postlude, but please be mindful of those who wish to stay and listen. 


