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~ Former Days and Future Days ~ 

“Say not, ‘Why were former days better than these?’  
For it is not from wisdom that you ask this.” 

Dear Members and Friends, 

Happy 2019 to you!  The world keeps a-turning at the same speed as ever, never slowing, never stopping, 

never pausing to cast a backward glance at where it’s been.  The ancient globe we call our home spins forever east-

ward, “while Earth rolls onward into light,” as the old evening hymn tells it.  Our world moves only forward but 

never arrives at anyplace new.  It’s a curious journey that only takes us where we’ve already been, at least in terms 

of our geophysical location in the galaxy.  We’re still no further from Mars than we were in 2018, and no closer.  

And yet, one predictable trek around the same old star, the sun, has all the makings of another year—full of possi-

bility, and promise, and hope.  Now for another loop, the same but different. 

There’s been much to celebrate at Bower Hill Church in 2018, where we saw seven baptisms, ten new mem-

bers, a very enthusiastic confirmation class, and several exciting new initiatives.  The First Baptist Church of 

Bridgeville—one of the oldest black churches in the South Hills—has been meeting in our chapel since their own 

building was destroyed in a June flood.  While we grieve for the trauma that our Baptist friends have endured, we 

rejoice over the new friendship that is developing between our congregations.  How did it take a natural disaster to 

bring us together?  We hope to hold a joint worship service on January 20.  Also in 2018, we hosted Unity of Voic-

es, an outdoor sing-along for peace and unity.  About 250 people attended, and we have been asked to make it an 

annual affair.  How would you count the number of people we served last year, in Christ’s name, through our work 

in Haiti, and the Pittsburgh Project, and Family Promise, and Produce to People, and Hekima Place, and the Diaper 

Bank, and all the many unsung missions undertaken by members of our church?  We will never know how many 

souls were moved or inspired by our worship in 2018, or how many minds were urged on to new places in disciple-

ship or wisdom by our educational events.  In what ways has your life been enriched by spending 2018 with Bower 

Hill Church?  We pursue our calling from year to year not just because we love our church, though we do.  We 

come together as a church for the sake of One whose presence we’ve known here.  Sometimes in the shared life of 

this community, we’ve caught a vision of the living Christ.  Sometimes in the mission work of this church, we’ve 

been visited with an awareness of God’s presence in the stranger.  Sometimes in the joy of song, and sacrament, and 

the word proclaimed, we’ve caught glimpses (however brief) of a world that’s meant to be—that kingdom for which 

we pray.  And it keeps us coming back, year after year, making the same annual-and-yet-eternal journey that’s dif-

ferent every time.   

It’s common in church circles to bemoan the passing of the glory years, that churchly gilded age when pews 

were packed and seven baptisms might take place in a single Sunday.  It does sound like an exciting time, but real-

ly?  A polite, socially-established religion cannot be what Jesus had in mind.  The Jesus way has never been a ma-

jority movement.  Many a church has grown by parroting the values of its society.  But more faithful and more ex-

citing by far is to speak truth into the world’s lies, hope to its despair, moderation to its greed, healing to its war and 

pain.  It’s better now, in the 21st century, being church in an age when faith is no longer a social expectation, but a 

radical life choice.  We’re living into our identity, our calling to be an utterly alternative kind of people, ruled by a 

different ethos, faithful to a different vision.  The call is always forward, through the darkness, into light.  Despite 

the anxieties of our age, 2018 was better than 2017.  And 2019 is poised to be better yet.   

In Christ’s Peace, 

~Brian 

~ Ecclesiastes 7:10  
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 2019 Youth Calendar 

 Our youth calendar is full of special events for youth 6th grades and up!  
 

January 13, 6:00-8:00 p.m.—Middle School Sunday Night Live  

Middle schoolers (grades 6-8) will meet in Fellowship Hall for youth group SNL.  Enjoy mixers, games and small 
group meetups.  Snacks will be provided.   

Director of Christian Education  and Youth Programs 

Amy Grella — am@bhccml.com 

Sunday, January 27 – The Event 2.0 

It's officially back…The Event 2.0 for all youth grades 6 and up!  Building on last year’s inaugural event, the Pitts-
burgh Presbytery is bringing together youth from across our region for an evening of worship, fun, growth, and fellow-
ship.  We will be gathering in The Pittsburgh Project’s Sanctuary located on the North Side.  We will meet at Bower 
Hill at 5:00 p.m. and carpool to The Pittsburgh Project.  We will return to Bower Hill by 8:30 p.m.  The cost to attend 
($5 per youth) will be covered by Bower Hill.  
The model for the evening will be similar to the "club time" at a retreat, mission trip or summer camp and feature 
games/contests, music, and a keynote speaker.  Our keynote speaker this year will be Rev. Wayne Younger, who cur-
rently serves as the Executive Director of the Pittsburgh Project.  Wayne is a gifted and experienced communicator, 
having served in the local church and spoken to teenagers for many years in various venues, and will engage and chal-
lenge all who attend. 
Register your youth (and any friends) on the Evite sent from Amy so that carpooling can be arranged.  Deadline to 
register is Sunday, December 30.  

 
Sunday School Update 
 
Sunday School will enjoy its 
sixth annual Sunday-after-
Christmas Pajama Party!   
 
All Sunday school classes will 
participate on  
Sunday, December 30, from 

9:30 until 11:00 a.m. in the Lounge (room 110).  
There will be no children’s sermon.  Please report 
directly to the Lounge at the beginning of worship.  
The movie we are watching runs for 90 minutes, so 
plan to pick up your child AFTER coffee hour.  The 
nursery will be open that day.   

Wear your PJ’s and bring a pillow and blanket.  

We will watch a fun holiday DVD.   

Donut holes, juice, and milk will be provided. 

 
 
2nd hour XP3 

All youth grades 6 and up are invited to join us Sun-
day mornings during second hour for XP3 in the 
youth lounge. 
Beginning January 13, we will begin a new series on 
forgiveness called Over It. 

SAVE THESE DATES…details coming soon! 
 
Friday, February 8-9 — 7:30 p.m. to 10:00 a.m. 
  Senior High Scavenger Hunt and Lock-in 
 
Sunday, February 10 — 5:30 p.m. 
  All-youth family potluck.   
We will meet for dinner and be joined by Chad Johnson,  
the organizer and trip leader for our summer mission trip to 
North Carolina.   
 
Monday, February 18 — 1:00-4:00 p.m.  
  Mission work at World Vision.   
School is out on President’s Day, so we are going back to 
World Vision warehouse to volunteer with SHUP youth. 
 
Friday—Sunday,  March 22-24 
  Retreat with Sunset Hills youth at Windy Ridge. 
 
 
Youth MISSION TRIP — June 22-29 

A youth work trip with Hiland Presbyterian is being planned 
to New Bern, North Carolina, to repair homes damaged by 
Hurricane Florence.  Chaperones are needed (to ensure we are 
able to offer this to our youth).  If you are interested in learn-
ing more about helping, please contact Amy Grella. 
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Wor- ship 
Plans 

 
January 6 

Epiphany 
Communion 

Isaiah 60:1-6; Matthew 2:1-12 
“New Light, Old Light” 

 
January 13 

Baptism of the Lord 
Isaiah 43:1-7; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

“What We Find at the Sea” 
 

January 20 

Race Relations Sunday  
John 2:1-11; I Corinthians 12:1-11 

“Many Gifts, One Spirit” 
 

January 27 

Sunday after Epiphany 
I Corinthians 12:12-31a; Luke 4:14-21 

“Good News to the Poor” 

Director of Music Ministries 
Anne Carper Smith—an@bhccml.com 

——————————–——————— 
Thank you to all Cherub Choir, Chancel Choir, Bell Choir, 
instrumentalists, and volunteers for filling Advent and 
Christmas with fantastic music!   

  
 
 
 
 

Please join us when Adult Education meets on Sun-
day mornings, following worship, from  
10:45—11:45 a.m. in the Friendship Room.    
 
This year’s theme is Year of Justice.  Our Biblical 
focus is Micah 6: 8 “And what does the Lord re-
quire of you?  To do justice and to love kindness 
and to walk humbly with God.” 
 
January 6:   DE-DECKING the Halls.   

       NO Adult Education.  

 
January 13:  Sharon Bruni, Mt. Lebanon Library’s 
Associate Director for Public Services will speak 
on the topic, Working Toward Unity in the Com-
munity.   

She will discuss how Mt. Lebanon is dealing with 
diversity and inclusion and working to defer hateful 
behavior.  She will also discuss how the library has 
received training on how to conduct community 
conversations on topics that are controversial and 
to identify issues that need to be addressed. 
 
January 20:  Brian Snyder will continue the DVD 
Study, “Living the Questions – Countering Phar-
oah’s Production – Consumption Society Today.”   

 
January 27:  Brian Snyder will lead us with a topic 
to be determined.  

Adult Education 
 —Linda James, Committee Chair 

The Church Office will be CLOSED 

on New Year’s Eve and Day, 

Monday / Tuesday,  

December 31 and January 1,   

and will be closed again on  

Monday, January 21, for Martin 

Luther King Jr. Day. 
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January is my least favorite month!  The decorations of Christmas have been boxed and put 
away for another year.  The weather usually turns colder and we may even have snow to con-
tend with.  Perhaps what makes it so dreary is not any of these things but the tendency we have 
to hibernate.  The only time we see our neighbors is an occasional hurried wave.  Family that 
was here for the holidays have retreated to their homes.  That gnawing feeling of isolation 
haunts us and causes us to be sad. 
 
From the beginning of time, we are called to be in community.  Starting with creation and con-

tinuing through Paul’s admonitions to various congregations, we are expected to be in fellowship with one anoth-
er.  God calls us to reach out, to engage and to assist where we can.  As we get caught up in the doldrums of Janu-
ary, it is up to us to use this time as an opportunity to engage one another. 
 
Why not invite someone to share a meal or just a cup of coffee?  Call someone you have missed speaking with.  
Write a letter to share your appreciation to someone for their friendship.  It is up to us as Christians to be of good 
cheer and share the good news of the Gospel. 
 
               Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure, Parish Associate  

Making Tomorrow Happen: 

Thanks to you, our “Making Tomorrow Happen” 

appeal has met with great success!  Members and 

friends of Bower Hill Church have pledged a total 

of $422,866 over the next three years for the repair 

and upkeep of our facilities.  Our building has al-

ways been an imposing physical reminder of 

God’s presence in the community.  It is a witness 

to the beauty, majesty, and grandeur of God: a 

monument to higher things.  But as a mere bricks-
and-mortar structure, it is also a testimony to 

God’s nearness, God’s approachability, God’s 

love.  Most importantly, 70 Moffett Street is a 

TOOL FOR MISSION!  Many of us only see it on 

Sunday mornings, but our building hums with life 

all week long. “Community” is our middle name, 

and this edifice is our gift to the neighborhood.  

Members and non-members alike gather here to 

find communities of support, to take part in educa-

tional experiences, and to engage in—or benefit 

from—acts of mercy and service that are in keep-
ing with the vision of our church.  In the words of 

John Muir, “We have all received far more than 

we ever give.”   

Thank you for making sure that the gift we have 

received will be “re-gifted” to our neighbors of 

tomorrow. 

Thank You BHCC Angels! 
 

Among the traditions that bind us 
together at BHCC are the Angel 
Trees through which members, for 
many years, have shared their blessings with our broth-
ers and sisters beyond our congregation whose material 
needs are greater than ours.  This year was no exception. 
Thanks to the generosity of BHCC members, our bless-
ings have literally extended around the world.  This 
year’s Angel Trees supported the following organiza-
tions serving our brothers and sisters at home and in 
Kenya: 
 
1) Hekima Place and its founder Kate Fletcher have 

been dear to BHCC for many years.  This Angel 
Tree will help support the girls who live there. 

2) BHCC is a host site for Family Promise families. 
Items were collected to support the families. 

3) The Veterans Leadership Program of Western PA 
empowers veterans to navigate the transitions of life.  
Items to assist in its mission were delivered to those 
who work with local veterans. 

 
The Mission and Outreach Committee is deeply appre-
ciative of the way in which the Angel Trees project has 
continued, and over the years been an integral part of the 
way BHCC members celebrate the Advent season.  
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Community Notes 
Want to be included on this page? Submissions are due the 15th of every month  

for the next month’s publication. 412-561-4114 or office@bhccml.com 

Senior Men’s 

Breakfast 
 

Please note the change in date and location.   
The senior men's breakfast group will meet in Janu-
ary on the second Tuesday, January 8, at  
8:00 a.m., due to New Year 's Day on the fir st 
Tuesday.   
Also, the meeting location has changed to Denny's 
restaurant at 2180 Greentree Rd., near Swallow Hill 
Road.  All senior men are welcome.  No reservation 
is required.  Conversation is spontaneous. 
 
 
Western PA Diaper Bank  

The next quarterly collection of disposable baby and 
adult diapers will be Sunday, March 17.   
 
In the interim, please remember to save coupons for 
disposable diapers, and place them in the envelope 
near the Pack’n Play by the Nursery. 
 
Tax-deductible monetary donations are accepted by 
making your check payable to WPA Diaper Bank 
and mailing it to 2546 Centre Ave., Pittsburgh 
15219.  Please note our church name on the Memo 
line.  
 
 
Unity Food Pantry Collection 

Our next collection date will be Sun-
day, January 13.  The Pantry’s 
greatest needs going into the new 
year are for boxed cereal, cream and 
beef-based canned soups, and boxed 
potato mixes. 

Special thanks to the congregation for their partner-
ship with Unity Food Pantry in 2018! BHCC has 
been a faithful partner with Unity for years, and the 
generosity of its members helps Unity to continue 
providing food and compassion to the neighbors in 
need. 

Remember that donations of any non-perishable 
food items are always welcomed.   
 
The collection bins are located in the hallways out-
side the church office and the narthex.   

Bookworms 

Our ladies’ book discussion group, meets on the 
fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. in  
Room 103 for fellowship and discussion of a cho-
sen title.  Everyone is welcome to read the book for 

the month and join the discussion.   
January 22 

The Good Neighbor, by Amy Sue Nathan 
 

February 26 

Unsheltered, by Barbara Kingsolver  
 

March 26 

Less, by Andrew Sean Greer  
 

April 23 

The Opposite of Hate, by Sally Kohn 
 

 
 

Tai Chi For Health Pittsburgh at BHCC 

Quiet Your Mind, Nurture Your Body, Lift Your Spirits 
 
Tai chi is a centuries-old practice designed to enhance health and 
mobility.  It engages body, mind and spirit through a series of 
gentle, flowing movements.  Classes address breathing, core sup-
port, body alignment and awareness.  It is known to elevate 
mood, improve sleep, boost immunity and reduce pain. 
 
The mission of Tai Chi for Health Pittsburgh is to provide quality 
Tai Chi classes accessible to people of all ages and abilities.   
The instructor is Gurney Bolster, MA, Dance/Movement Thera-
py; Senior Trainer, Tai Chi for Health Institute. 
 
Classes are offered in 6-week cycles @ $60 per cycle, one class 
per week as follows:    

Tuesday:     Tai Chi Fan — 6:00-7:00 p.m. (Rm. 208) 
 
Wednesday:  Level 1, 6:30-7:30 p.m.  (FH) 
       Level 2, 7:30-8:30 p.m.  (FH) 
 
Thursday     Level 1, 11:00 a.m.-noon  (FH) 
       Level 2, 12:15-1:15 p.m.  (FH) 
       Sun 73 Forms, 1:30-2:30 p.m.  (FH) 

 
For details about class content, please visit the website 
www.taichiforhealthpittsburgh.com.  Questions?  You may con-
tact Gurney directly via email (tchpgh.gurney@gmail.com) or by 
phone at 412-480-4492.   
 
A student registration form and personal responsibility waiver 
are available in the Bower Hill Church office.   
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Communion Servers 

Dick and Kate Junker, Linda and Phil Johnson 
 
Lectors 

January 6:    Sarah Cannon 
January 13:  Mike Riemer 
January 20:  Andy Druckenbrod 
January 27:  D.J. Geis 
 
Usher Captain: Mike Riemer 
 
Greeters 
January 6:    Kathy, Kurt and Laura Philson 
January 13:  Kiri, Jason and Ellie Rising 
January 20:  Beth/Jason Robosky, Lori Rothschild 
January 27:  Shelly/Dave Saba, Josie Sheldon 
 
Acolytes 

January 6:    Clara and Henry Druckenbrod 
January 13:  Chris and Allie Bruder 
January 20:  Ellena Gibbs, Greta Snyder 
January 27:  Teagan Bruce, Helen Carter 
      Jacob Geis 
 
Coffee Hour 

January 6:    Glenn and Sally Child 
January 13:  Andrews Family 
January 20:  Boisvert Family 
January 27:  Belardi Family 
 
Flower Deacons 

January 6:    Phyllis Madden 
January 13:  Cynthia Gissin 
January 20:  Mary Gorski 
January 27:  Melissa Harman 
 
Sextons 
January 6:    Bill Cadwell 
January 13:  Dick Headley 
January 20:  Jean Miewald 
January 27:  Glenn Child 
 
Soundboard 
January 6:    Glenn Child 
January 13:  Rob Mackey 
January 20:  Nathan Ivey 
January 27:  Peter Morgan 

January 2—Amy Leasure 
 
January 3—Eric Lansbery 
    Lynn Sirinek 
    Sharon Suritsky 
 
January 4—Karen Reynolds 
 
January 5—Erik Johnson 
 
January 7—Drake Robbins 
 
January 9—Mary Ann Scott 
 
January 11—Lynn Mezyk 
 
January 13—Sydney Saba 
 
January 14—Phyllis Madden 
 
January 15—Matthew Kocher 
 
January 16—Nina Mackey 
      Richard Rothrock 
 
January 21—Beverly Burke 
      Ellie Marcovsky 
      Clara McElroy 
 
January 22—Lee Ferrero 
      Dave Hicks 

 
January 24—Lindsay Bruder 
      Mary Lou Frock 
      Julian Salvante 
 
January 26—Inese Baumhammers 
      Brian Snyder 
 
January 27—Adam Andrews 
      Anne Smith 
 
January 28—Sally Child 
      Kent Jones 
 
January 31—Katherine Gallagher 
      Nathan Rising 
      Julia Snead 

THE BIRTHDAY BLESS-
ING 

Please take a moment to read 

through the names, pray for them, 

and offer them your best wishes!  If 

your name is not listed, it is be-

cause the church office does not 

have your information.  Please call 

412-561-4114 or email of-

fice@bhccml.com.. 

Questions?  Need to switch or reschedule?   Please contact:  
 
Communion Servers:  Donna Williams, Josie Sheldon 
Usher Captains:  Andy Druckenbrod Greeters:  Sally Child 
Lectors:  Joan Bridges    Acolytes:  Jean Miewald 
Coffee Hour:  Theresa Child   Flower Deacons:  Cynthia Gissin 
Sextons:  Bill Cadwell    Soundboard:  Glenn Child 

January Worship Volunteers 
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Sunday Transportation 

Need a ride to worship? The deacons would like to 
provide a ride to worship for members who need one.  
Please contact the church office several days before 
Sunday worship, and someone will help schedule your 
ride. 

 

Are you willing to give a ride? 

The deacons are compiling a list of people who might be willing to give 
rides to church. There are several people who do not drive who might 
come to church if they had a ride. If you would be willing to offer rides, 
please call the church office at 412-561-4114.  

OUR CHURCH STAFF 

 

 Rev. Dr. Brian Snyder, Pastor 

br@bhccml.com 

 

Parish Associate 

Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure 

fr@bhccml.com 

 

Company of Pastors 

 Rev. Tami Hooker 

Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure 

Rev. Dr. Betty Sykes 

  

Amy Grella 

Director of Christian Education  

and Youth Programs 

am@bhccml.com 

 

Anne Smith, Director of Music Ministries 

an@bhccml.com 

 

Philip Engel, Financial Secretary 

pe@bhccml.com 

 

Karen Reynolds, Office Administrator 

office@bhccml.com 

 

 
THE CHURCH OFFICE 

[412] 561-4114 

Monday - Friday   9:00 a.m.— 2:30 p.m. 

Bower Hill Community Church 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

70 Moffett Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15243 

Phone: 412-561-4114 
Fax: 412-561-2252 

E-mail: office@bhccml.com 
www.BowerHillChurch.org 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

Please pray for Our Care List 
Davis Gray 

Lauren Kocher 

Betty Mancini, Canterbury Place, 310 Fisk St., #507, Pgh., PA  15201 

LuAnne Pattison (former  member) 


