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~Resurrection: Getting from Here to There~ 

 
“But God raised him up, having freed him from death,  

because it was impossible for him to be held in its power.” 
 ~Acts 2:24 

 
Members and Friends, 
 
The longer I live, and the longer I proclaim the message of hope that we find in our faith, the more I come to 
understand that everything hinges on resurrection.  My Cameroonian godson recently posted a grainy old pho-
to on FaceBook, circa 1998.  The picture shows the two of us talking in front of our little concrete bungalow 
on the mission station.  My first thought was, “Yowza, did I always look so sick in those days?”  (Malaria, ty-
phoid, dengue fever.  How is it even possible to be healthier at 44 than at 28?)  I like to tell people—myself 
included—that the Africa years were a happy time.  But pictures don't lie, and this one does not reveal the val-
iant young adventurer who lives in my memory.  It reveals a pasty, weak death-mask of him.  Just as I was get-
ting ready to dispatch the old photo into outer darkness (so that no one I know would see it), I noticed the cap-
tion that my godson had attached to it…blessing and thanking me for my impact on his life.  The praise was 
touching but embarrassing; the photo was horrifying.  And yet, for just an instant, my overactive ego slinked 
back toward its cage.  My mind drifted back over the miles, over the years, to a time and place where it often 
goes in quiet moments, a place of palm trees, and exotic birdcalls, and endless illness.  A place of blinding 
light, and bright smiles, and shocking violence.  Sometimes in my sleep, the noises and the smells still return 
to me.  Those days were actually not my golden age.  Today is really far better.  But yesterday had to happen, 
for today is born out of it.  When I wonder how life got from there to here, the word that comes to me is 
“resurrection.”   
 

I do not claim to know exactly what resurrection is...and I would never reduce it to a mere parable.  I 
cannot say precisely what resurrection is, but I do know that I have seen what it can be in a human life—my 
godson's life, my own, countless others.  I find it now and again in our world, though I don't always possess 
the clarity to call it that.  It comes as healing.  It comes as forgiveness.  It comes after long periods of illness, 
or fear, or doubt.  Resurrection happens sometimes when we're not looking.  It comes in the night.  I think we 
see resurrection best in retrospect when we look back and realize, “Oh yes, Someone other than me was hold-
ing me fast,  Someone bigger, wiser, gentler, and infinitely more patient.”   

 
No one is a complete stranger to the mystery of resurrection.  Where have you seen it in your life?  

How have we seen it here in our church?  Resurrection is God's one and only plan for all of human history, and 
it only happens when the time is right.  Our graveside burial service calls resurrection “the sure and certain 
hope.” If we would dwell on those moments of personal resurrection, then surely we would face the future 
more calmly.  It's the getting from here to there that's often hard...because there's always, always a cross some-
where in between.   

Happy Lent and Easter Season to You. 
~Brian 



The Tent Event  
Men and children, pack up your gear! 
Friday, May 16 - Saturday, May 17, Par-
ish Life will host a camping trip for you 
on the church's front lawn.  Don't have 
camping equipment? That's okay.  We'll 

find you some.  What if it rains?  We'll change the name to 
lock-in and sleep in the church.  There's no excuse to miss this 
time of fellowship together.  (And hey, women, don't tell any-
one, but we're going to take this opportunity to go out for din-
ner to celebrate all the mothers in our lives while the men and 
children are otherwise occupied.) 
  
Highmark Walk for Health 
The 2014 Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community Pittsburgh 
will take place Saturday, May 17, at Stage AE on the North 
Shore. This year's Walk benefits 71 health and human service 
organizations.  Family Promise of Southwestern Pennsylvania, 
one of our main mission partners, is one of the organizations 
that will benefit.   All monies raised through the walk on behalf 
of Family Promise will go to support their ministry. Registra-
tion is now open online at this link:  

 
www.walkforahealthycommunity.org 

 
Our team is the Bower Hill Bulldogs! 
Contact Keith Mason with questions. 

 
 
 
Senior Men’s Breakfast: First Wednesdays 
Senior men’s breakfast will meet on Wednesday April 2. How-
ever, beginning on May 6, the group will meet on first Tues-

days through October. The group convenes at 
8:00 a.m. at Kings Restaurant on Rte. 50, 
Washington Pike, near the end of Greentree 
Road, in Scott. There is no agenda other than 
good fellowship and interesting conversation. 
No invitation or reservation is needed. We 
meet in the room to the left of the cashier. 
 

 
Food Drive: Every Second Sunday Each Month 
Wallace Food Pantry collects food items that they will need to 
provide supplies to all their client families.  The primary need 
is for dry cereal. Hearty soups and stews, peanut butter and 
baby foods are also always welcome.  

 
 
Bookworms  
Bookworms is our ladies’ book discussion 
group. It meets on the third Tuesday of each 
month at 7:30 p.m. in Room 103 at BHCC, 
for fellowship and discussion of a chosen 

title. Everyone is welcome to read the book for the month and 
join the discussion.  

 
 

April: The 100-year-old Man Who Climbed Out the 
Window and Disappeared by Jonas Jonasson  

 
 
Hooks and Needles 
Our knitting, crocheting, needlework group has been 
busy over the winter with various projects.  Besides 

personal items, we have been making "chemo" hats for cancer 
patients, dishcloths and hot pads for the Haiti Water Team to 
take on their next trip, baby blankets for the East End Minis-
tries, and blanket rectangles for the Warm Up America project 
which supplies them to homeless folks. 
 
We meet on the first and third Saturdays of each month in the 
church lounge beginning at 10:00 a.m. until around 
noon.  Please feel free to join us at anytime during those 
hours.  We have a great teacher, Sandi Solomon, who is able to 
help with any problem.  We have missed Sandi the last couple 
of meetings as she is recovering from a broken foot. 
 
 
Building & Grounds Update 
With any luck, by the time you read this two fantastic things 
will have happened. Spring will actually have arrived! No 
more snow & ice & cold. And the steeple repairs will have 
been completed and the scaffold removed.  Many thanks to all 
who helped shovel the sidewalks and thanks to everyone for 
your patience with the steeple work.  Also, the double doors 
leading out of the church onto Moffett St. are in need of repair. 
Hopefully, when you read this, repairs will have been complet-
ed. If not, signs will be on those doors asking that we all use 
the doors closest to the Memorial Garden. Lastly, we are aware 
of the condition of the playground surface. We are soliciting 
bids from contractors to replace the surface and sub-surface. If 
you know of a company that does that type of work, please 
have them contact Dave Hicks at 412-833-7753.  

Community Notes 

BOWER H ILL NEWS PAGE 2 

Want to be included on this page? Submissions are due the 15th of every month  
for the next month’s publication. 412-561-4114 or office@bhccml.com 

http://www.walkforahealthycommunity.org
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THE BIRTHDAY BLESSING  

 
April 3:   Pat Nuernberg 
 
April 4:  George Freas 
  Elise Gibbs 
 
April 6:   Jeff Kerner 
  Mark Mezyk 
 
April 7:   Christie Cole 
   
April 8:   Marian Brannan 
 
April 11: Theresa Child 
  Scott Ryfun 
 

April12:  Sophia Smith 
 
April 13:  Mimi Starr 
  Brandon Williams 
 
April 19:  Pete Fenton 
  Aisnley McDonough 
 
April 20: Dottie Drummond 
 
April 21: Bea Watterson 
 
April 22:  Linda Stewart 
  Owen Geis 
 
April 23:  Kirsten Bruder 
 
April 24:  Margaret Zabo 
  Graham Knox 
 
April 25:  Alan Hohlfelder 
 
April 26:  Barb Hughes 
 
April 27:  Sarah Colley 

 
April 29: Clara Druckenbrod 

 

 
Saturday, April 5  

BHCC Flea Market (see page 6) 
 

Thursday, April 17 
Maundy Thursday Communion Service (see page 5) 

Fellowship Hall, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Friday, April 18 
Good Friday Community Service (see page 5) 

 Noon to 1:00 p.m.,  
Mt. Lebanon United Methodist Church 

 
Sunday, April 20 

 Easter Breakfast and Egg Hunt, 8:30 a.m. 
 
 
 

Friday, May 16 - Saturday, May 17 

 The Tent Event (see page 2) 
 

May 25-June 1 
Family Promise at Bower Hill 

 
Saturday, June 7 

Moraine Day 
Moraine State Park 

 
Saturday, July 12 

Washington Wildthings Game 
 

Sunday, July 20 
Askins Family Diaper Shower 

 
Saturday, August 23 

All-Church Picnic 
 

Sunday, September 7 
Kick-Off Sunday 

Save the date  

and join us  

for these special events! 

 
Please take a moment to read through the 
names, pray for them, and offer them your 

best wishes!  
 

If your name is not listed, it is because the 
church office does not have  

your information. Please call 412-561-
4114 and speak with the secretary in order 

to update the office! 
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Adult Education 
 

Sunday April 6: South Hills Inter faith Minis-
tries (SHIM)  Executive Director Jim Guffey will 
tell us how changing community environments 
have led to a new vision for SHIM. Bower  Hill 
Church has been a significant contributor to SHIM 
of both mission dollars and volunteer service since 
the agency’s beginnings. 
 

April 13: “The Myth of Redemptive  Violence” from the Liv-
ing the Questions DVD series will be shown. The Rev. Dr. Bri-
an Snyder is planning to lead the discussion. 
 
April 20: No adult education due to Easter Sunday. 
 
April 27: Jeremiah’s Place, Pittsburgh’s first relief nursery 
providing temporary childcare around the clock to children age 
six and under, will be described by Eileen Sharbaugh, co-
founder of the agency and an early childhood educator living 
in the South Hills. Jeremiah’s Place offers a therapeutic refuge 
of rest, health, safety and psycho-social renewal for children 
and their families during times of crisis. 
 
May 4: Elder  Bill Cadwell, our  Clerk of Session, will speak 
on the topic “Rabbi, When Will the Messiah Come?” 
 
Adult discussion sessions are held in the church library at 
10:45 a.m. each Sunday unless otherwise announced.  Dave 
Green is chair of the adult education committee. Phone 412-
531-2205. Email davegreenpgh@aol.com. 
 
 
 
 
 

Date Greeter Acolytes Coffee Hour Lector 

4/6/2014 
Monette Shuttleworth,  
Sarah & James Cannon Lydon and Amelia Cameron Roboskys Mary Good 

4/6/2014  Communion Servers: Dave Stewart,  Phil & Linda Johnson,  Mary Lou Frock  

4/13/2014 Jennifer & Robert Foster, Jason Robosky Madelyn and Julian Salvante Burkes Cathy Morgan 

4/20/2014 Paul & Kristin Kantner Tiffany Marcovsky Lindsay and Allie Bruder Easter Breakfast Dave Green 

4/27/2014 Jim & Bev Burke, Beth Wilson Leo and Jacob Geis Sabas Tim Lease 

April Worship Volunteers 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kurt Kerner Memorial Service 

 
All are invited to pay their respects  
to longtime Bower Hill member,  

J. Kurt Kerner  
on Saturday, April 12, at 2:00 p.m.  

 
Up until the time of his death, in December,  

Kurt remained active  
on the Finance Committee.  

He also served as the church treasurer 
 for many years.   

Pastor Snyder will officiate  
at the memorial service,  

and a light reception will follow.   

mailto:jguffey@shim-center.org
mailto:davegreenpgh@aol.com
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Christian Education has had another exciting month! 
We kicked off the capital campaign in grand style, 
learning that we all have a part in taking care of 
God’s house. The children enjoyed making banks to 
collect coins to contribute to the campaign. On March 
16, the kids took part in a poster campaign entitled “I 
Love My Church Because…..” The posters will be on 
display in the hallway across from the nursery until 
April 6th; please be sure to take a moment to enjoy the 
posters on the way to coffee hour. 
 
Summer Programming will look different this year at 
Bower Hill! After a meeting with our Sunday School 
teachers, we have decided to make a significant 
change to the way we offer Vacation Bible School 
this year.  
 
There will be 2 weeks offered: 
 

Scavenger Hunt:  
Finding my Place in God’s Story”   

June 30-July 3rd     
9:30 a.m. –Noon.   

Cost $5 per child or $10 per family 
 

This program will be for kids Preschool-aged through  
those children completing 2nd grade. The week will be 
filled with games, crafts, snacks, and fellowship. Kids 
that have completed 3rd through 6th grade will be en-
couraged to serve as helpers. Sign-up sheets to help 
volunteer with this week will be posted by April 27.  
 

Mission Week  
August 4-8  

9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  
 
During this week kids who have completed 3rd- 6th 
grade are invited to participate. Kids will learn about 
a local place where they can make a difference. Par-
ticipants will volunteer at local area sites during the 
morning hours, then return to the church to share 
lunch and fellowship together. On the last day of Mis-
sion Week , the participants will enjoy a fun day.  
Space will be limited to 20 kids.  Please look for more 
details soon!  
 

Marla Kemmler 
ma@bhccml.com 

 
Sunday  

9:00 a.m. - 12 p.m.  
 

Monday  
9:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m. 

Worship Plans 
 

April 6: Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 Communion: Ezekiel 37:1-14; Romans 8: 6-11 

 
April 13: Palm Sunday  

 Passion Sunday: Luke 22:14-23, 56 
 

April 17: Maundy Thursday 
Communion, Fellowship Hall  

 
April 18: Good Friday 

 Community Service, Methodist Church  
 

April 20: Easter 
John 20:1-18; Colossians 3:1-4 

 
April 27: Second Sunday of Easter 

 I Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31 
 
 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY COMMUNION SERVICE 
On April 17 at 7:00 p.m., our annual observance of Maundy 
Thursday will take place in Fellowship Hall.  This is a communion 
service reliving the events that took place in the Upper Room on 
the night of Jesus’ betrayal and arrest.  As Jesus and the disciples 
moved from the table to the Garden of Gethsemane, so the service 
will move in solemn procession from Fellowship Hall through the 
Memorial Garden to finish up in the chapel.  Childcare will be 
provided.   
 
 

GOOD FRIDAY COMMUNITY SERVICE 
Some exciting changes have been made to the format of Mount 
Lebanon’s community observance of Good Friday.  Instead of a 
“Seven Last Words” service, which lasts three hours, this year’s 
service will last only one hour.  It will feature brief dramatic mon-
ologues written and performed by local clergy.  The part of Judas 
is written and played by Rev. Cal Wilson (Sunset Hills Church); 
Peter is written and played by Rev. Dr. Dan Merry (Southminster 
Church); Pilate is written and played by our own Rev. Dr. Brian 
Snyder, and Mother Mary is written and played by Pastor Linda 
Pokrajac (Mt Lebanon UP).  The chancel choirs from five congre-
gations—including our own—will join to form one “super 
choir.”  When? Good Friday, April 18, from Noon until 1:00 
p.m.  Where?  Mount Lebanon United Methodist Church, 3319 
West Liberty Avenue.   
 
 

EASTER AWAKENING BREAKFAST 
Our annual Easter Breakfast will take place on Easter Sunday, 
April 20, at 8:30 a.m.  There is no need to bring anything but your 
appetite.  Be ready for the children’s Easter egg hunt, too!   
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Jessica Baier 

Sunday: 7:00 a.m.— 11:00  p.m. 

Monday: 1:30 p.m..— 5:00 p.m. 

Wednesday: 12:00 a.m.— 9:00  p.m.  

Friday: 8:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. 

 
 

 

Music Director Recital 

Our Director of Music, Jessica Baier, will give her 
junior recital at Bower Hill Church as part of her 
Sacred Music degree from Duquesne Universi-

ty.  The recital will be on Sunday, April 6, at 3:00 
p.m. She will be joined by Amanda Vosburgh to per-
form two pieces with cello and organ, and will play a 

variety of solo organ pieces.  

 
 

The spring flea market will be held Saturday,  April 5th . There 
will be lots of opportunities to help out with the setup of the 

flea market as well as on the day of the sale.   
Here’s how you can help! 

 
 
 

Lend a hand! 
 

Unpacking the Boxes 
Thursday April 3rd 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.  

 
Help us unpack for an hour or two or stay all day and really get 
a workout. We’ve got lots of stuff, so we’ll need lots of help to 
unpack it all. Snacks will be provided, but if you’re planning to 

stay all day you may want to bring a bagged lunch.  
  
 

Sale-Day Helpers 
Saturday April 5th 8:00 a.m.— 3:00 p.m. 

 
 The Flea Market opens at 8:30 a.m. and we usually have some 
shoppers arriving early. We’ll need the most help the first two 

or three hours.  
 
 

Bake! 
We also need a few bakers to make some items for the snack 

bar. We’re looking for mini muffins, cookies, brownies, or Rice 
Krispie treats. Please sign up in the Narthex or let Theresa 

know what you are making. Please bring all baked goods to the 
CART OUTSIDE THE OFFICE Friday April 4th, sometime 

between 10:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. 
 
 

DON’T FORGET: FLEA MARKET HELPERS GET 
FIRST CRACK AT ALL MERCHANDISE! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Easter daffodils 

may be purchased  
after worship on April 6. 

 
The price is $8.00 per plant. 

 
They may be taken home 

 following the Easter Worship Service. 
 

Please call the office at 412-561-4114  
for ordering information  if you will not be 

in attendance April 6. 

Saturday, April 5th  
 

8:30 a.m.—3:00 p.m.  
 

Questions? 
Contact Theresa Child 

treetoowon@yahoo.com. 
412-429-9519   
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Matt Dunfee, 966 Wor thington Woods Blvd, Wor thington, OH, 43085 
 
Al & Betty Eisenbeis, 730 Bower  Hill Road, Apt. 219, Pittsburgh, PA 15243 
 
Ethel La Barbera, 50 Vanadium Road, #130, Bridgeville, PA 15017 
 
Moody & Alma Johnson, 13 Char les Street, Dravosburg, PA 15034 
 
Velma Noonan, 50 Vanadium Road, #1119, Br idgeville, PA 15017 
 
Pat Nuernberg, 619 Fr iendship Circle, Pittsburgh, PA 15241 
 
Jeanne Olsen, 3800 Oak Leaf Rd., Room 40-M, Pittsburgh, PA 15227 
 
John Theilacker, 101 Manorview Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15220 

 
 

 

OUR CHURCH STAFF 

 

 Rev. Dr. Brian Snyder, Pastor 

br@bhccml.com 

 

Company of Pastors 

 Rev. Grafton Eliason 

Rev. Dr. Betty Sykes 

Rev. Calvin C. Wilson 

 Rev. John Yohe 

 

Jessica Baier, Director of Music Ministries 

jessicambaier@gmail.com 

 

Marla Kemmler, Director of Christian Education  

and Youth Programs 

ma@bhccml.com 

 

Dianne Scott, Financial Secretary 

di@bhccml.com 

 

Emily Kerr, Secretary 

office@bhccml.com 

 

Jim Askins, Custodian      

                      
THE CHURCH OFFICE 

[412] 561-4114 

Monday - Friday   9:00 a.m.— 2:30 p.m. 

Bower Hill Community Church 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

Please pray for Our Care List 

70 Moffett Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15243 

Phone: 412-561-4114 
Fax: 412-561-2252 

E-mail: office@bhccml.com 
www.bhccml.com 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 


