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~ Maytime ~ 

 
“May the Lord turn to face you, lavishing peace upon you.” 

 

~Numbers 6:26 

 
Dear Members and Friends, 
 
Have you ever wondered why so many people get married in June?  Yes, it’s got some of the year’s finest weath-
er, not too rainy or hot—which makes it ideal for open air weddings, or ceremonies in old churches without air 
conditioning.  But there’s a grittier reason for the long tradition of June weddings.  Legend has it that medieval 
folk only bathed once a year, when the weather turned warm in May.  By the time June rolled around, their annu-
al bath was still pretty fresh, making it a good time to tie the knot.  May is a season of renewal.  Since ancient 
times, people in the Northern Hemisphere have felt the urge to celebrate “Maytime” or “Maytide” with festivals, 
dances, and maypoles.  Pentecost is usually in May, and more recently Mother’s Day and Memorial Day have 
come about.  (“Maytime” is an archaic word, but what other month ever got a suffix attached to its name?  You 
could hardly say Octobertime or Februarytime.) It’s almost primal, this inborn desire to join with the awakening 
earth and blooming gardens to celebrate a bright season of greenery and sunlight.   
 
May is special in my personal life, too.  For one thing, May’s arrival means that I survived April—a month that 
has been trying to do me in for decades.  (Don’t ask.)  I got married in May.  May was the start of our “long vaca-
tion” at the mission school in Cameroon.   I spend hours and hours preparing the soil and planting our vegetable 
garden each May.   
 
My kids don’t get out of school till June, but all the real learning and studying ends in May. To some folks, May 
4 is known as Star Wars Day: “May the Fourth be with you.”  Of course here at church, May is when people 
begin to drift away for the summer, and attendance dips to its post-Easter, pre-Advent levels.   
 
All of this talk about May seems almost frivolous.  But the point I’m trying to make is this: There are seasons of 
the year—and seasons of our lives—that seem especially filled with hope, potential, new possibilities, and oppor-
tunities for growth.  Of course, we all experience those dim Novembers of the soul, too.  But into every life and 
heart, the Month of May returns in due course, with its birdsong and its budding trees, promising us the joy of 
new beginnings.   
 
The failed former English teacher in me also wants to insist that “May” is not just a month; it’s also an auxiliary 
verb, one that suggest possibilities and potential.  “She may show up yet.  I may just go along with you.  Things 
may get better.”  Thinking of it as a verb adds a whole new dimension to this notion of “Maytime.”  In a sense, 
every season of your life is a Maytime—a time when you may change—a period ripe with new growth and new 
life, if you’d but notice and embrace it.  In many ways, it is Maytime at Bower Hill Church.  In what ways is it 
Maytime in your life?  What new opportunities and prospects beckon to you? 
 
Even as things at the church quiet down for the summer, I hope that you’ll continue to seek God’s presence in 
your life, and the fellowship of the church, and new ways to serve God and neighbor.  May this Maytime be for 
you a real season of rest and reflection, potential and new life.   

 
All Blessings to you in Christ, 

~Brian 
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Now Recruiting Volunteers for Day & Jr. Day Camp July 17-21 

This summer will be the third year we are offering two different camps for our vacation bible 
school.  The theme for both is Branching Out – Connecting Through Christ.   Day Camp, an 

all-day faith-building experience for youth (completed 1st – 6th grades), will be held at the church and led by Crestfield 
staff.  Jr. Day Camp, which takes place daily that same week from 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. is for children in preschool 
(must be potty-trained) up to completed Kindergarten.  Jr. Day Camp is run by Bower Hill Church staff and volunteers.  
 
The Christian Education committee envisions using this week-long summer ministry as a tool to reach out into our com-
munity to invite friends and family to check out Bower Hill.  We are excited to prepare for an increased number of youth 
in both camps!  However, that means that LOTS of help is needed to make it a memorable and successful week.   
 
Complete details about volunteer opportunities and a sign-up sheet are posted on the bulletin board outside the 
Friendship Room.  
 
All volunteers scheduled during the week of Day Camp must be Approved Adults.  If you are not already an Approved 
Adult at Bower Hill, you may start the process by completing the Approved Adult application and submitting it to Amy 
or the church office.  Copies of this form are also on the bulletin board by the Friendship Room.  This is an easy (and 
free) process that can largely be accomplished from any computer.  If you already have your clearances through a school 
or another organization, there is no need to repeat the process—just use copies of that information.  Lastly, in a few 
weeks look for a “WISH” tree, filled with the supplies and monetary donations needed to support Jr. Day Camp.  Thanks 
for your help in supporting Bower Hill youth! 
 
 

Registration is now open for Jr. Day Camp and Day Camp, July 17-21 

New this year, registration for both Jr Day Camp and Day Camp is available online through our website.  Simply go to:  
www.bowerhillchurch.org/daycamp/ and you will be directed to the page with information and the buttons to register.  
You can complete registration and pay online! 

If you would like to register by check, you may complete the enclosed paper copy of the registration form (copies are 
also located on the bulletin board by the Friendship Room) along with your check (payable to BHCC) and deliver it to 
the church office or via USPS.  See the registration form insert for complete details on the week. 

Especially for Day Camp, where our space is limited to only 40 campers, please be sure to register early! 
 
 
This summer, we have some fun activities planned for youth who have completed 5th grade and up.  Please be sure to 
save the dates for these events, and plan to invite a friend or two!  More detailed information on these events will be 

communicated via email.  If you have any questions, please see Amy or email her at 
am@bhccml.com 
 
Friday, June 16, at 7:00 p.m. – Washington Wild Things Baseball game 

Friday, July 21, at 7:00 p.m. – Miniature golf at Cool Springs 

Saturday, August 26, at 7:00 p.m. – Pittsburgh Riverhounds Soccer game 

 
Also be sure to mark these special week-long activities in your calendars: 
July 17-21 – Day Camp /Jr Day Camp week (students in completed 5th & 6th grades can still at-
tend Day Camp, and the older students (completed 7th and above) can help with our Jr. Day Camp. 
 

July 23-28 – Mission Possible Trip to Camp Crestfield.  This is available for students who have completed  
5th grade and up.  Registration deadline is April 30.  Please see your email or the bulletin board by the kitchen for 
registration info. 

From the Director of Christian Education and Youth Programs 
Amy Grella — am@bhccml.com 

http://www.bowerhillchurch.org/daycamp/
mailto:am@bhccml.com


 
 

 
 
 
 

Adult Education meets in the Friendship Room from 10:45—11:45 a.m. on Sunday mornings after  wor-
ship and a time for fellowship.  If you have never attended a session, give it a try.  You will find stimulating ideas and con-
versation.  Please be aware that this is not your traditional “class,” but an opportunity to explore what it means to be people 
of faith in this ever-challenging world.    
Also note that the regular Adult Education program will have its last class for the “season” on May 21 and will resume on 
Kickoff Sunday in September.  The Adult Education Committee is most grateful to the Rev. Dr. Brian Snyder, Rev. Dr. 
Fred Leasure, and all of the BHCC members who stepped up to make the 2016-17 season a success.  We hope that the pos-
itive response they received from the participants demonstrated how much their efforts were appreciated.    
Our schedule for the month of May is as follows:  
 
May 7:  Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure will continue his ser ies on spir ituality and theology in our  lives and the life of the 
church.  
May 14:  Dan Kysela will share with us the work of the VALOR Clinic Foundation, an organization committed to 
improving access to, and quality of healthcare and shelter for Veterans.  
May 21:  Rev. Dr. Brian Snyder will continue his ser ies on spir ituality and theology in our  lives and the life of the 
church.  
May 28:  Memorial Day—No Adult Education until September 
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Congregation Meeting 
 
By official call of the Session, the second 2017 regular 
meeting of the congregation of Bower Hill Community 
Church (Presbyterian U.S.A.) will be held on May 14 
in the sanctuary immediately following the worship 
service. 
 
The Nominating Committee will present its slate of nominees for 
Session members in the class of 2020, Deacon members in the class 
of 2020, and congregation members of the 2018 Nominating Com-
mittee.  Nominees may also be presented for open positions in earli-
er Session and Deacon classes.  Church members can be nominated 
from the floor for these positions; such nominations must have the 
consent of those being nominated. 

 

Worship Plans 
 

May 7:  Fourth Sunday of Easter  
Communion 

John 10:1-10; Acts 2:42-47 
 

May 14:  Fifth Sunday of Easter  
Mother’s Day 

John 14:1-14; 1 Peter 2:2-10 
 

May 21:  Sixth Sunday of Easter  
(and last day of Sunday school) 
John 14:15-21; Acts 17:22-31 

 
May 28:  Ascension Sunday 

Acts 1:1-11; Ephesians 1:15-23 

Adult Education  —  Cathy Morgan,  Committee Chair 

 

Thank you to everyone involved in the music program over this past 
year!  The last Bell rehearsal is on May 4 and the last choir rehearsal 
is on May 18. There will be no rehearsal on May 25 or June 1. We 
will sing in church on May 21 and June 4 and then break for the 
summer. 

I hope you'll join Carolyn Edwards and me on Saturday, May 20, at 
7:00 p.m. for an hour-long organ and violin recital.  We're playing 
Bach, Rheinberger, and Boellmann.  Hope to see you there!  

 

From the Director of Music Ministries 
Anne Carper Smith—an@bhccml.com 
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Ponderings from the PA 

One of the questions the disciples ask of Jesus 
is, “Who is my neighbor?”  In our world of 
privacy concerns, this may be a good time to 
ask of each of us the same question.  Years ago 
at a Rotary gathering in Erie, the presentation 
was entitled “Decks are our Problem!” 

It was not a presentation on construction, but rather an analysis of 
the change in our culture.  As I was growing up, we had an ex-
pansive front porch.  One of the best days of the year was Memo-
rial Day.  It was the day the awnings went up, the porch rugs 
were unrolled, the furniture was washed and the cushions were 
retrieved from the attic.  It was not long after this ritual opening 
of the porch that neighbors began to stop by in greeting as they 
walked their dogs, went home from work or just took a leisurely 
stroll.  It was a time to “catch up” on family events, health con-
cerns and just neighborhood stories. 

Times have changed and we now have decks.  The significant 
difference is that porches were on the front of the house and lent 
themselves to casual impromptu visits.  They were a catalyst for 
a true neighborhood.  On the other hand, decks are at the back of 
the house, sometimes screened and most likely landscaped to be 
reasonably private, and not necessarily welcoming to any unin-
vited visits or conversations. 

Given this modern shift in architecture, it may be appropriate to 
ask the question again, “Who is my neighbor?”  As spring lends 
its way to summer, take time to rebuild or renew relationships 
with those who live around you.  Find out more about the guy 
who cuts his lawn early in the morning or the lady who has the 
little dog… discover your neighbor! 
 
        Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure, Parish Associate  

 
Communion Servers 
Curt and Kathy Philson 
Phyllis Madden, Cynthia Gissin 
 
Lectors 
May 7:    Keith McGaha 
May 14:  Bethany Gibbs 
May 21:  Dick Headley 
May 28:  (No Lector schedule until September) 
 
Greeters 
May 7:    Druckenbrod Family, Jeff Carper 
May 14:  Steve and Amber Grier, Jeff Carper 
May 21:  Keith Mason, Jeff Carper 
May 28:  Carter Family, Jeff Carper 
 
Usher Captain — Andy Druckenbrod 
 
Acolytes 
May 7:    Allie Bruder, Nate Rising 
May 14:  Greta and Chloe Snyder 
May 21:  Hayden Jones, Ruby Siefken 
May 28:  Graceann Foster, Estelle Smith 
 
Coffee Hour   
May 7:    Rising Family 
May 14:  Salvante Family 
May 21:  Westerhoff Family 
May 28:  Morgan Family 
 
Flower Deacons 
May 7:    Josie Sheldon 
May 14:  Beth Robosky 
May 21:  Mary Good 
May 28:  Mary Gorski 
 
Sextons 
May 7:    Dick Headley 
May 14:  TBD 
May 21:  TBD 
May 28:  TBD 
 
Soundboard Operators 
May 7:    Peter Morgan 
May 14:  Bill Andrews 
May 21:  Bob Mackey 
May 28:  Bob Mackey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 2 — Barbara Oram 

May 4 — Beth Robosky 

May 6 — Barbara Prunchak 

May 7 — Dave Green 

May 8 — Betty Ewing 

May 9 — Avery Saba 

May 10—Ben Boisvert 

      Ben Hohlfelder 

      Lynn Foltz 

May 11—Anna Siefken 

May 12—Cal McElroy 

May 13—Connie May 

May 14—Debbie Boisvert 

      Jean Grabow 

May 16—Graham Knox 

May 17—Caroline Smith 

      Rick Baumhammers 

      Robert Olinger 

May 18—Lindsay Cole 

May 19—Abbey Marcovsky 

May 20—Evelyn Lansbery 

      Abby Waine 

May 22—Alice Pasquarelli 

      Nancy Andrews 

May 23—Allison Bruder 

May 26—Dick Westerhoff 

May 29—Jacob Geis 

      Caroline Barone 

May Worship Volunteers 

Please take a moment to read 
through the names, pray for 

them, and offer them your best 
wishes!  

If your name is not listed, it is 
because the church office does 

not have your information. 
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Community Notes 
Want to be included on this page?  Submissions are typically due the 15th of every month  

for the next month’s publication (unless otherwise announced). 412-561-4114 or office@bhccml.com 

Senior Men’s Breakfast Group  

Please note change of meeting day.  

The meeting day for senior men’s breakfast will change to 
the first Tuesday of each month beginning on May 2.  The 
time and location remain  8:00 a.m. in the Kings Restau-
rant on Route 50 near the end of Greentree Road, in Scott.  
The group meets in the room to the left of the cashier, and 
no reservation is necessary. Usually 6-10 church members 
attend and are welcome to an unstructured discussion of 
any topic that comes to mind.  Join us! 

 

Wallace Food Pantry Collection 

The next collection date is Sunday, May 14.  Wallace 
Food Pantry is grateful to the members of Bower Hill 
Community Church for their generous support of this 
ministry to our hungry neighbors!  Any donations of non-
perishable food items, toiletry items, and paper products 
are welcomed.  Collection bins are located in the hallways 
outside the church office and the Nursery.  

 

Western PA Diaper Bank  

Our next collection date for disposable diapers will be 
Sunday, May 21.  Sizes 4, 5 and 6 are 
most in need for babies.  XL diapers are 
needed for the geriatric population.  The 
collection container is the Pack’N Play lo-
cated in the hallway directly outside of the 
Nursery.    
Tax-deductible monetary donations may be 

made by a check payable to Western Pennsylvania Diaper 
Bank and mailed to 2546 Centre Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 
15219.  Please note our church name on the Memo line of 
your check.  
Please remember to save diaper coupons that you collect 
but don’t use, and place them in the envelope near the 
Pack’N Play.   

The Spring 2017 Flea Market  
was a huge success — bringing in just under $4,500!  
This is quite an accomplishment, considering that we usu-
ally make between $2,500 and $3,000 during the spring 
sale!  
 Thank you to all the people who helped.  This in-
cludes everyone who donated items; the bakers who made 
goodies for the snack bar; the soup cooks; and all the vol-
unteers who worked so hard pricing, setting up and helping 
on Sale day.  We also had lots of help from the youth this 
year.  The Boy Scouts brought down the boxes from the 
loft and took them back up after the sale.  Some of the 
Bower Hill Youth Group members participated on Sale 
day, and helped us pack boxes on Sunday. 
 Some of the items left after the sale were earmarked 
for Family Promise, and others were given to St. Vincent 
de Paul.  The majority of items that were left were packed 
up and taken back to the loft in anticipation of the fall flea 
market. 
 Again, thanks for your generosity and hard work. 
 

Bookworms 

This group meets monthly on the fourth Tuesday at  
7:30 p.m., in Room 103, for fellowship and discussion of a 
chosen title.  Everyone is welcome to read the book for the 
month and join the discussion. 

May 23 
“Life, Death, and Reinvention:   

The Gift of the Impossibly Messed-up Life”, by Michelle Snyder  
June 27 

The Orchardist, by Amanda Coplin 

 
 

Bower Hill Week at Chautauqua Institution 

What do first rate performers, artists, philosophers, theologi-
ans, politicians, writers, and clowns all have in common?  
They all come to the lovely lakeside Chautauqua Institution 
each summer to share insights and inspiration with the pub-
lic.  Bower Hill Church members will be converging on the 
Institution during Week Seven,  
August 5–12, when the topic will be “The Nature of Fear.”  
Our pastor will arrange at least one opportunity each day for 
Bower Hill members and friends to get together and discuss 
the day’s ideas.  However, you must secure your own lodg-
ing and gate passes—and find your housing soon!  Please 
visit ciweb.org.  Chautauqua is closer than you think, both in 
miles and in calendar days.   

Please contact Michelle Snyder for details. 

The church office  

will be closed on  

Monday, May 29. 
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Sandi’s Garden News 
 
Last year Sandi’s Garden produced almost 500 pounds of fresh, organic produce, more than double the 
200 pounds in 2013. In spite of the ups and downs we experienced this winter, spring has arrived and 
BHCC is again participating in SHIM’s efforts to provide fresh, organic produce to the families who 
participate in its Food Pantry. Spring crops have been planted and soon the summer planting will begin. 
The mini greenhouse is back and ready for your donations of seed packets and plants. 
 

Sandi’s Garden provides opportunities for all members of the congregation to participate. Members can 
help make this year even more successful than last year by: 
 Donating seed packets of swiss chard, spinach, kale, bush beans, pole beans, sweet and hot peppers, squash, and zuc-

chini. 
 Donating sweet and hot pepper plants. 
 Donating regular or Thai basil plants. Fresh herbs are always welcome at the Food Pantry. 
 Signing up to water the garden beds for a week. 
 Helping with harvesting produce. 
 Stopping by the garden and pulling a few weeds you notice. 
 Volunteering to deliver the produce on delivery days, typically Monday or Tuesday mornings. 
 Setting aside a small portion of your home garden for SHIM.  Simply bring your donation of produce to church and 

leave it in the kitchen refrigerator marked “SHIM Garden”. 
 

We are blessed to be part of a congregation that is committed to the call to serve others in so many ways. Sandi’s Garden 
provides an opportunity to enjoy the long awaited warm sunny days of spring and summer knowing that our little plot of 
land is part of a wonderful mission. Many thanks to all who have been part of this mission project in the past and who 
continue to support it. 

2017 Schedule and Information 
 
BHCC hosting dates for Family Promise for the remainder of 2017 are as follows:   

June 11–18  /  September 17-24  /  December 10-17  
The host week always starts on a Sunday afternoon and ends the following Sunday by 8:00 a.m.   
 
Scheduling volunteers for June will begin soon. Many volunteers are needed to prepare meals, serve as 
evening and overnight hosts, drive, coordinate activities, purchase and organize supplies, and assist in 
many other ways. Although most hosts are adults, youth can participate as well by arranging activities 
for young children and socializing with older kids.  Volunteering together as a family is a great way to 

teach your own children generosity of spirit.  We are always excited to welcome new volunteers!  If you would like to 
help, please contact our Family Promise Coordinator, Jean Miewald:   Phone: 412-221-2114; MiewaldJM@upmc.edu 
 
To learn more go to our videos at: 
http://www.bowerhillchurch.org/members-only-section/how-to-videos-and-documents/family-promise-activities-videos/ 
 
Or contact our additional Family Promise contacts: 
 
Dinner Host—Darenda Lease, 412-854-4481 or dlease109@comcast.net 
 Consists of preparing a meal for 14 people or less (plus the hosts!). An estimated number of guests and information is 

usually confirmed / communicated the week before hosting.  Meals should be simple; a meat, veggie, starch, dessert.  
 
Overnight—Betsy Hohlfelder, 412-341-1029 or betsyho@verizon.net 
 Overnight Hosts arrive at 8:15 p.m. and can leave after the families depart at 6:00 a.m. on weekdays or 7:00 a.m. on 

weekends. 
 
Drivers—Margaret DeLair, 724-344-7776 or margaretdelair@gmail.com 
 Takes approximately an hour of your time and provides you with an opportunity to meet and talk with new people.  In-

volves driving the 14-passenger van from BHCC to the Crafton house in the afternoon, picking up our guests, and driving 
them back to BHCC (and vice versa in the morning). 

 

mailto:MiewaldJM@upmc.edu
http://www.bowerhillchurch.org/members-only-section/how-to-videos-and-documents/family-promise-activities-videos/
mailto:dlease109@comcast.net
mailto:betsyho@verizon.net
mailto:margaretdelair@gmail.com
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Sunday Transportation 

Need a ride to worship? The deacons would like to 
provide a ride to worship for members who need one.  
Please contact the church office several days before 
Sunday worship, and someone will help schedule your 
ride. 

 

Are you willing to give a ride? 

The deacons are compiling a list of people who might be willing to give 
rides to church. There are several people who do not dr ive who might 
come to church if they had a ride. If you would be willing to offer rides, 
please call the church office at 412-561-4114.  

OUR CHURCH STAFF 

 

 Rev. Dr. Brian Snyder, Pastor 

br@bhccml.com 

 

Parish Associate 

Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure 

 

Company of Pastors 

 Rev. Tami Hooker 

Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure 

Rev. Dr. Betty Sykes 

 

Amy Grella 

Director of Christian Education  

and Youth Programs 

am@bhccml.com 

 

Anne Smith, Director of Music Ministries 

an@bhccml.com 

 

Dianne Scott, Financial Secretary 

di@bhccml.com 

 

Karen Reynolds, Office Administrator 

office@bhccml.com 

 

 
THE CHURCH OFFICE 

[412] 561-4114 

Monday - Friday   9:00 a.m.— 2:30 p.m. 

Bower Hill Community Church 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

Please pray for Our Care List 

70 Moffett Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15243 

Phone: 412-561-4114 
Fax: 412-561-2252 

E-mail: office@bhccml.com 
www.BowerHillChurch.org 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 


