Bower Hill News October 2025

WER ~Generation to Generation~

“One generation will proclaim your deeds to the next...”
HILL G

(Presbyterian U.S.A)

Dear Members and Friends,

The novelist André Aciman said, “Music is the unlived life.” This rings true to me. Music stirs
something deep in the soul that no other thing can touch. It convinces us of an unexplored depth and
possibility within our lives. All art functions in this way: it reaches for a thing we all know in part, a
thing we all long for, but which can only be expressed in symbols like notes, or brushstrokes, or
words. Preaching is an art too, for preachers deal in shadows, and symbols, and hints of things too great
to fully know or understand. Like all artists, preachers never fully grasp the message they’re
conveying. The beauty, and hope, and possibility, and peace that they proclaim are as urgent and elusive
to the preacher as they are to the hearer. These things belong to all of us, though we know them only in
images, parables, stories, songs...glimmers. “Here and there, now and then” God reaches into our lives
powerfully, then the moment fades.

That’s why Christians believe that God comes to us not only in shadows, and in music, and in
words, but above all in a human life: Jesus—who in turn commissions us to embody love and goodness
to the world around us. It’s marvelous in its simplicity: immerse yourself in all the mysterious wonder
that God is, then carry that fullness into your relationships. The untold mystery of faith is expressed best
in art, but seen and known best in ordinary human lives. It has to be modeled, however imperfectly.

This is one of the best things about church. Not only does it express the goodness of God in all
manner of art, but it puts us in touch with others who are also reaching for the light, bringing their
imperfect stories together to be shared, known, and healed.

So...why do I spend all this potential sermon-fodder on a newsletter that I fear few will
read? Because the newsletter lands in more hands than my sermons, and I am putting out a plea. We
need to know each other. Our children and youth need to see adults and seniors who are living into
Christ’s call upon their lives—imperfect people who sense that there’s more to life than what we see, and
who are making meaning by following in the way of Jesus. Our young people need to see faith lived-out
in people’s lives. Ask yourself this: Would your children or grandchildren even know people in their
60s, 70s, 80s, or even 90s outside of church? When my daughters were small, they adored sweet Marian
Brannan, well into her 90s, and she adored them. They still talk about her, and they never would have
had such a relationship if not for this church.

It's time to build inter-generational friendships at our church—to flesh out the gospel in
human relationships and lives. Mark your calendars for Sunday, October 19, when we will host a
second-hour event called “Partnering for Faith: Investing in the Next Generation.” We will talk about the
power of intergenerational friendships, how such relationships are nurtured in the congregation, and how
you can participate. There will be booths representing various ministries, personal testimonies, a time for
Q&A, table discussions, snacks and next steps. Please plan to stay for second hour on October 19! Our
kids need the resources of faith to live into the future. They will only develop “sticky faith” (faith that
sticks) if they know people who are, however imperfectly, living out their faith today. At their baptisms,
you promised to do this! T hope to see you there.

Christ’s Peace,
~Brian
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WORSHIP PLANS

October 5
World Communion
Peacemaking Sunday
Luke 17:5-10
Lamentations 1:1-6
“How Lonely Sits the City”

October 12
Pentecost 18C
Fred Leasure preaches
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7
Luke 17:11-19
“On the Edge”

October 19
Pentecost 18C
Luke 18:1-8
Jeremiah 31:27-34
“The Days are Surely Coming”

October 26
Reformation Sunday
Joel 2:23-32
Luke 18:9-14
“I Am Not Like Other People”

PASTORAL PONDERINGS

The first Sunday in October is Worldwide Communion Sunday. It has been a tradition

for decades to acknowledge the global reach of the Christian Community. It is
particularly important this year that we understand the need to reaffirm our unity.
Regardless of the language, the type of bread we break or the liturgical setting, we are
one in Christ. Our humanity is from God and our spirit is both a miracle and a
blessing. When we look into the eyes of another person, we must see how we are the
same. Regardless of our opinion, our politics, our wealth or our poverty we are
children of the Almighty.

~ Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure, Parish Associate

Sunday School Leader Training
October 26 & November 2 (note date change)

We are forming this year's pool of adults to lead Sunday school during
worship. Do you have a heart for young people, and want to share your time
with our children and youth? While the time commitment is small (usually
adult volunteers are only needed about 4-5 Sundays over the course of the
school year), the reward of connecting with our children and youth is great.
Two sessions are planned, each a bit different; plan to attend the one that
makes the most sense for you.

Sunday, October 26, in room 101 — we will briefly talk about all 3 classes
and review the older classroom curriculums in more detail (Holy Moly and
Connect).

Sunday, November 2, in room 103 — this will be a more detailed training
just focused on leading Children’s Worship for PreK — 2" graders.

PARTNERING IN FAITH: INVESTING IN THE NEXT GENERATION

You’re Invited October 19, 2025, immediately following worship

Children and youth aren’t just the future of the Church— they are the Church.

: Right now, they are asking questions, discovering their gifts, and learning to walk with God. But, they
i can't do it alone. According to research in Sticky Faith, teenagers who have at least five non-

i parental adults intentionally investing in their lives are far more likely to develop a lasting, resilient

i faith (Powell, Griffin, & Crawford, 2011). We believe faith is formed through relationships — not just
i programs. That means we're inviting you into something bigger than a volunteer role: we’re

i inviting you into life-changing relationships rooted in love, faith, and community. Join us for an :
! inspiring and practical event as we explore what it means to partner with the next generation in faith.
i Whether you're a seasoned volunteer or simply curious, this gathering is a chance to catch the vision,
i hear real stories, and discover how even a small “yes” can make a big difference.
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If you are interested in purchasing
flowers or making a donation to the
charity of your choice as a dedication
in memory/honor of a loved one,
please contact the church office to

reauest a form or information.

LIGHTING THE STEEPLE

Requests should include: the date(s) you would like to sponsor, the reason you want to
sponsor (in honor, in memory, etc.), the name of the person(s) or the event as you want it to
appear in the bulletin, and your name. Email your request to: Amy Leasure at
amlea97@hotmail.com. MULTIPLE sponsors can share the SAME DATE.

October 5

“Welcome Fall” from Nancy Andrews.

Faithful Conversations

“Adult Ed” will become “Faithful Conversations” in our new program year. We welcome everyone high school age and
older to join us as we learn about and discuss issues of faith. Here are our current plans for conversations in October:

October 5 — Report on the summer mission trips.
October 12 — Report by Chloe Snyder on her summer internship with the Office of Public Policy for the PCUSA

October 19 — A presentation and discussion led by Faith Formation, called “Partnering for Faith: Investing in the Next
Generation,” about how adults in our congregation can become more involved in the faith formation of our children and
youth.

October 26 — A discussion of the morning’s sermon, led by Rev. Snyder.
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FROM THE MISSION COMMITTEE:

Driving PA Forward

One of the projects of our Mission committee is to support the immigrants in Pennsylvania. Since 2020 we have been working
on a project known as Driving PA Forward. We have worked with an interfaith Committee to try to get driver’s licenses for all
immigrants in Pennsylvania.

We took that same legislation to the Pittsburgh Presbytery in 2021 which also passed support for that legislation.

Currently a new bill has been introduced in the Pennsylvania House, HB 1518. This bill would enable an immigrant with a
worker’s ID to get a driver’s license. Currently a campaign is ongoing to get the Governor’s support.

HB 1518 will improve the safety of all Pennsylvanians in three ways

Safety on the Roads
Keeping roads safer, economies healthy, and families together.
»  From policymakers to law enforcement, from farmers to faith communities, there is consensus that roads and
communities are safer when everyone behind the wheel has a license, insurance, and identification. It is necessary to
encourage all drivers in PA to obtain: Accessible driving licenses and valid identification.

A standard (Non-Real ID) Driver’s License is required for:
» Valid Identification
»  Proof of Insurance
» Adequate knowledge of the rules and responsibilities of the road

Economic Impact
The first year of enacting the proposed legislation could see between $2.76 M to $4.14 M in revenue from licensing fees alone
with a possible $2.36 to 3.54 M in subsequent years, far outpacing the cost of implementation

Despite the smaller immigrant population, Pennsylvania could expect a $13 million increase in revenue from taxes, registration
fees, license fees, and vehicle-related purchases in the first three years after implementation. This includes annual increases in
sales tax and one-time license fees that would be renewed once the license expires. Every 4 years an additional $30.50 in
renewal fees would be charged to the applicant, who is not included in the total estimation since we are looking at licenses issued
within the first three years of expansion.

Safeguard our Privacy

The bill would add a host of crucial protections for driver data, including safeguards around sharing personal information.
Pennsylvania needs a common- sense approach to processing identification documents without indefinitely retaining private
documents and making PA residents vulnerable to having their information used without their consent.

What You Can Do to Help
» Call or text Governor Shapiro
» Go to the website www. Driving PA Forward and it will give you both a phone or text message you can send to the
Governor
» Ifyou have any questions, you can contact Linda James at lindaleejames.72@gmail.com

Unity Food Pantry Collection Western PA Diaper Bank

October 12
Remember to save coupons for disposable
diapers and feminine hygiene products that
The Unity Food Pantry's greatest need is for you collect. You can drop them off at the
boxed cereal, peanut butter, macaroni and church office during regular business hours

cheese, and canned chicken or tuna. or send them with your weekly offering.
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UPDATE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION MINISTRIES - AMY GRELLA

Sunday Mornings for Children & Youth

Sunday morning options run concurrently to worship and focus on learning Bible stories and engaging kids
to think about how these learnings can be applied in their world. Beginning in October, youth will begin
working on the Christmas Pageant, which will be performed in worship on Sunday, December 7.

Three classes will be offered for kids from pre-k through eighth grade during worship. The nursery will
still be open for babies and toddlers during worship. Please look below for details on the plan for each age

group.

Wonder for Pre-K to 2" grade

Children preschool through 2™ grade will start in worship with their families. After a Time with
Children, kids will be escorted downstairs to room 103, the Children’s Worship Room, to hear a
Godly Play story. Kids will see, hear, and wonder as they learn from and with each other. Parents
may pick up their children in room 103 after worship ends.

Holy Moly for 3r4-5' grade in Room 110

Kids in third through fifth grade will start in worship with their families. After a Time with
Children, kids will be escorted to room 110, where they will explore the Old and New Testaments
using Holy Moly Sunday school. They will hear and see a video and participate in activities to
deepen their thinking around the story. Parents may pick up their children in the classroom after
worship ends. Do you speak Holy Moly? Click here to find out!!

Connect for 6" — 8t graders in room 105

Kids in sixth through eighth grader will meet during the entirety of worship, so youth should go
directly to room 105 on Sunday morning to Connect. With Connect, kids see how individual Bible
stories connect into larger themes that span the whole Bible. Parents may pick up their children in
the classroom after worship ends.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HAmMBC8y1Cw
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UPDATE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION MINISTRIES CONTINUED

Youth Meetups & Service Opportunities

Summer Mission Trip Recap

Join us after worship on Sunday, October 5, to hear from our two youth summer mission trip teams.

In June, we had eleven people, six adults and five youth, join three other Presbyterian churches in Spruce
Pine, NC. In July, eight youth (grades 6-10) attended Crestfield’s Service Adventure Camp, doing lots of
work in and around the Slippery Rock community.

Middle and High School Youth Group
Join youth in grades 6-12 for youth group. Typical meetings are on the 2™ Sunday night of each month
from 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. in room 110. In addition, there will be a monthly service opportunity.

Youth Group dates: October 12, December 14, January 11, February 8, March 8, April 12, and May 3.
There is no meeting in November so kids can attend the fall youth group retreat November 14-16.

Registration Is Now Open for the Youth Fall Retreat November 14-16, 2025

Bower Hill is teaming up with five other local PC(USA) churches for our annual fall retreat for youth in
grades 6-12. This year we will be at Windy Ridge, located in Greene County, 1 hour outside of Pittsburgh.
Registration is now open - Click here to add your name and register today! Cost is $100 and includes food,
transportation, t-shirt and programming.

Youth Mission and Service Opportunities

Sunday, October 26, 4:00 p.m. — 6:00 p.m. —We are partnering with Carnegie Presbyterian to provide
carryout meals for their New Hope Worship Center. We will meet in Bower Hill’s kitchen to prepare a
main dish, side and dessert.

Saturday, November 15, 8:30 a.m. — 11:30 a.m. — We will head to Christ UMC to participate in Amen 2
Actions’ Food Packing event. Please signup using this link.

Friday, November 28, 8:30 a.m. — 11:30 a.m. — We will head to Bishop Canevin High School to
participate in Amen 2 Actions’ Food Packing event. Please signup using this link.

Tweener Youth Group Updates for Grades 3-6
Sunday, November 2, at 6:30 p.m. in room 110 Join us and bring a friend for a night of fun for our first
Halloween Pun Party. Look for details in your inbox soon!

Tweener Retreat February 28-March 1, 2026 — This is a special one-night retreat designed to introduce
youth in grades 3-6 to the retreat experience at Crestfield. Be sure to save the date!



https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1UfeOXmNLpyfB622ogqh3oNXy8Nz-FHBndNW3TlV1TKQ/edit?gid=1182667967#gid=1182667967
https://forms.gle/R2N6wevtwaE7fK9a9
https://forms.gle/R2N6wevtwaE7fK9a9
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THANKS FOR CELEBRATING LAUNCH OFF SUNDAY WITH US!

Launch off Sunday was a huge success. Most (if not all) in attendance
wore at least one of the colors from the stained -glass windows. Most
people stuck around for the balloon launch (in Fellowship Hall-no
killing of wildlife). And those who stayed for the meal seemed to enjoy
the rest of the activities.

We were unable to put together pictures and links to videos for those
who missed the celebrations in time for the newsletter deadline. A
special edition of the 75" Anniversary News will go out in an e-blast in
early October. For those who receive a hard copy of the newsletter, the
special version of the 75" Anniversary News will be included in the
October newsletter.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Birthday Sunday, February 1, 2026
Special worship service commemorating
Bower Hill’s chartering on February 4, 1951
Followed by a meal and fun activities

Grand Finale Weekend May 16-17, 2026

Saturday Evening
Celebratory Banquet

Sunday
Special Worship Service which will include
former pastors and members

Followed by a Strawberry Festival
on the church lawn

MANY THANKS TO THE ANONYMOUS DONORS THAT HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THE 75™ ANNIVERSARY FUNDS

In addition to our anonymous donor that gave $600 for those who wore hats on Easter Sunday and our donor who gave $500 for

those who wore the colors in the stained-glass on Launch Off Sunday, we had a $1,000 donation and a $4,000 anonymous

donation.

We thank these donors from the bottom of our hearts and promise to use these funds wisely!!

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES:
The 2025-2026 BHCC Music Season has begun! We thank Ella Belardi, cellist, and Leah Smith, violinist

for playing in worship on September 7th. We look forward to hearing them again, soon.

Do you know a musician who might like to play in worship? All instruments are welcome. Please
contact Anne at anne.smith@bowerhillchurch.org for more information.

Mark your calendars for Cookies and Carols on December 7, 2025, at 11:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.
Welcome the ‘holly jolly’ season by singing Christmas favorites with our house band while munching on

delicious cookies. Hope to see you there!



mailto:anne.smith@bowerhillchurch.org
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FROM THE ECO-JUSTICE TEAM:

Many people in our area have begun to plant sustainable gardens filled with pollinator-friendly native plants.
Schools are more likely to have butterfly gardens and encourage children to be involved. As fall arrives, we can
continue to support God’s creatures in easy ways. Here are some ideas to nurture plants and wildlife in your
garden:

1. Don’t cut back perennials and grasses. Leave them during the winter so they provide seeds for birds,
shelter for insects and sculptural beauty during the winter months. Many birds like to dine on the seeds
of native plants like sunflowers, asters, and echinacea, so don’t deadhead these blooms until spring.

2. Do clean up the vegetable garden. Remove plants such as tomatoes and peppers, as they can harbor
disease. You can cover the beds with straw (not weed-containing hay!) or dried leaves.

3. Plant spring bulbs and native ephemerals, such as bleeding hearts, trillium, and bloodroot. You might
want to mark them with a stake, so they don’t get weeded out in the spring. Fall is also a good time to
plant milkweed seeds. Many species require a period of cold, wet weather before they germinate in the
spring. It’s called cold stratification. Some gardeners keep their seeds in the refrigerator until spring.
Either way, make sure they are seeds from locally grown plants.

4. Leave the leaves! Gas powered blowers are noisy and very polluting. According to the California Air
Resources Board, a commercial gas powered blower in one hour produces the same emissions as driving
a gas powered sedan for 11,000 miles. And their noise will annoy your neighbors! Fallen leaves are vital
for a healthy landscape. They provide shelter for insects and butterflies, and nutrition for your soil. If
you need to remove them from pathways, rake them into garden beds, or leave them on whatever lawn
you may have left. For bigger or tougher leaves, you can run your lawn mower over them to break them
down and speed decomposition.

5. Clean your garden tools. You can then swipe a thin layer of oil over them to protect them and prevent
rust.

6. Get additional tips by checking out https://perfectearthproject.org/ or

https://homegrownnationalpark.org/.

Fall is a beautiful and invigorating season. Use it to ensure your garden’s health through the winter to come, as
we move into the celebratory season centered on hearth and home.

FLEA MARKET COLLECTION

Collection for the fall flea market is in full swing! Just a few things to note:

e Please do not bring large furniture, if it doesn’t fit in an SUV, it’s too big. PLEASE do not include clothes or old TVs.
All items must be clean and in working condition.

e Items can be dropped off in the Narthex (by the office) Monday through Friday during office hours. On Sundays,
items can be left by the door across from Fellowship Hall that takes you to the loft where we price (if you are able,
we invite you to bring items directly up to the loft).

If you have any questions or need any help transporting or bringing in items, please contact Theresa Child at (412) 429-9519
or at treetoowon@yahoo.com.

As always, we thank you for your donations. Our customers are always amazed by the quality of the items we sell and tell us
that it’s one of the biggest reasons that the BHCC flea market is a must-attend sale!



https://perfectearthproject.org/
https://homegrownnationalpark.org/
mailto:treetoowon@yahoo.com
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llowship Events

Get Outdoors
October 4

Hooks & Needles
October 4 & 18

Koinonia
Wednesdays
9:15 a.m. Room 110

Senior Men’s Breakfast
October 7
8:00 a.m.

Bookworms
October 28
1:30 p.m. via Zoom

White Oak Park — Revisited
Last month, we could not hike the selected trail due to a 5K race being held in that area. Instead, we
hiked 3 smaller trails in another area of the park. So this month, we will hike the trail we intended to do
in September. White Oak Park is located near McKeesport, The park sits on 810 acres and offers a
wealth of amenities including a multi-purpose athletic field, shelters, a wedding garden, playgrounds, a
dog park, bocce courts, volleyball courts, horseshoe pits, and trails for walking and hiking. Unique to the
park, White Oak Park is home to many unique plant species that exist nowhere else in Pennsylvania.
These rare species include trillium, wildflowers, and specific types of ground cover. We will hike the
green trail, which is a loop trail around the perimeter of the main section of the park. The guide lists it as
moderately difficult. I have not hiked that trail but based on the other trails regular walking shoes will
work. But hiking boots are always a safe bet especially if there was recent rain.

We will meet at 9:00 a.m. in the main parking lot and carpool to the hike. The trailhead should be less
than a 30-minute drive. The hike should be about 2 hours. So, we will be home around 12:00 p.m. If it
rains, we will reschedule. Please email me at gstchild@yahoo.com or call so we don’t leave without
you.

Hooks and Needles continues to meet on the 1st and 3rd Saturday of each month. We will meet at
Phyllis Yohe’s house from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

New Members and needle workers of all skills welcome! Hope to see you there!

All women are welcome to join Koinonia, BHCC’s women’s Bible study group, and to
explore and share in faith and fellowship with other women. This group meets on
Wednesdays, fully in-person in the lounge (Room 110). Contact Sarah Neusius
(sraahneusius@gmail.com) for more information or just come and join us.

Join us at Denny's restaurant at 2180 Greentree Road, near Swallow Hill Road. No reservation is
required, and conversation is spontaneous. The regular meeting date is on the first Tuesday of each
month. All men are welcome. Any questions or comments, contact Glenn Child at
gstchildwyahoo.com.

This is an open invitation to anyone attending Bower Hill Community Church, friends and family
members, to join Bookworms, the Church Book Club. Reading and discussing books since 2001,
members have enjoyed the variety of perspectives readers bring: from ‘loved it’, to ‘yuk’, to everything
in between.

The group reads fiction, non-fiction, memoirs, biographies, really anything the group suggests. The
conversation is assisted by online reader guides. Different perspectives create great discussions. All
opinions are welcome. A list of the books read by the group is available on the church website.
(https://www.bowerhillchurch.org/books-read). Check out the variety!

The group currently meets by Zoom on the fourth Tuesday, January through November, at 1:30 p.m.
We met in the evening at the church until Covid made meeting in-person impossible. Virtual contact is
still comfortable for most attendees, although that could change in the future.

Please consider joining the group to discuss any book that interests you. Reading every book and
attending all the discussions is not mandatory to be a member. Come try us out. We may ‘worm our
way’ into your reading routine. To join the group for the next meeting, send your requests to Sally
Child at sa.child@yahoo.com .

October 28 — October is The Gown by Jennifer Robson.



https://www.alleghenycounty.us/Parks-and-Events/Parks/White-Oak-Park
https://acparksfoundation.org/trails/white-oak-park-green-trail/
mailto:gstchild@yahoo.com
mailto:gstchild@yahoo.com
https://www.bowerhillchurch.org/books-read
mailto:gstchild@yahoo.com
mailto:sraahneusius@gmail.com
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IN OUR PLEASE PRAY
: FOR OUR CARE LIST
AND ‘/ Bower Hill Church Members
fp Cindy Arner, Nancy Green

Joan McAnulty, Lynne Wohleber

Rev. Dr. Brian Snyder, Pastor %&nﬁl‘

brian.snyder@bowerhillchurch.org B]H HD@YS
Parish Associate . October 17: Lesley Olinger
Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure October 1: Alex Gorski Ella Watterson
fred.leasure@bowerhillchurch.org Brianna Ivey
) October 18: Autumn Grella
Company of Pastors October 2: Anne Mitchell Hugh Marstelle
Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure William Young
Rev. Dr. Betty Sykes October 3: Rachelle Robosky
October 19: Mary Ketchum
Amy Grella October 5: Tyler Kane
Director of Education Ministries October 24: Dave Stewart
amy.grella@bowerhillchurch.org October 11: Helen Carter
Jason Rising October 27: Brad Gray
Anne Smith
Directp}rl (?@fb MUSi(}:l %iﬁimfs October 12: Andy Baumhammers ~ October 29: Grace Foster
anne.smith@bowerhillchurch.org Sara Waller
October 30: Curt Philson
Kim Digman October 13: Harrison Ehrensberg . .
Church Administrator October 31: Lucius Cunningham

office@bowerhillchurch.org

THE CHURCH OFFICE
70 Moffett St., Pittsburgh. PA 15243
(412) 561-4114
office@bowerhillchurch.org
Monday - Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

www.BowerHillChurch.org

: THE BIRTHDAY BLESSING:
Please take a moment to read through the names, pray for them, and offer them your best wishes!

- Have we missed YOUR birthday? If your name is not listed, it is because the church office does not have your information.
- Please call the office administrator at 412-561-4114 with updated information.
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