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~ Though the Earth Should Change ~ 

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  
Therefore we will not fear though the earth should change,  

though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea...  
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God.” 

 
~Psalm 46:1-4a 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 

Don’t you love the late spring and early summer?  It’s a busy time for me at home.  The vegetable gar-
den needs to be put in.  The lawns needs mowing constantly.  The creatures of the world renew their annual 
assault on our drafty old farmhouse: bees, spiders, ants marching in their obedient rows, foraging through the 
cupboards.  Everything seems to want a place inside the house—including a band of gray squirrels I had to 
banish from the attic last fall.  The cat recently went outside for a walk and returned with a live mouse to de-
posit in our guest bathroom: catch and release.   

 
As the broad, lazy days of this season open out before us, the cycle of church life gives me a little time 

to pause and catch my breath.  It’s the growth and life of this season that we love, I think.  Anthropologists 
say that we human beings are essentially tropical creatures—though our ability to harness fire and weave 
cloth means that we’ve colonized much of the planet.  If it’s true that the tropics are our natural place, then 
summer must remind us somehow of Home, with a capital H, a place that some of us have never even seen, 
but that we recognize deep in our mysterious bodies.   

 
And yet, even in the nearly eight years since our return to Pittsburgh, I’ve noticed a change in the sea-

sons.  Rains are more erratic.  They’re short and torrential.  Winters tend to be one long gray November, 
punctuated by brief bursts of outlandish cold.  Spring is often so…what’s the word?  Diffident?  Unsure of 
itself?  Last fall, there was almost no glorious foliage because of the hot nights.  Anyone who says, “I don’t 
believe in climate change” ought to just be truthful and say instead, “I don’t want to change the way I’m liv-
ing.”  And who does want to change?  With our cars, and air conditioners, and gadgetry, we’ve got the most 
luxurious lives known to history.  But even just a glance at the anecdotal evidence shows us that the earth is 
changing rapidly.   

 
I wonder what the psalmist had in mind when he or she penned the words, “We will not fear though 

the earth should change.”  Was there some great troubling change afoot in ancient times that caused people to 
worry about the future of the natural order?  I don’t know.  But I’m drawn (as always) to the part about not 
fearing.  It almost doesn’t matter what the day appointed to us brings; what matters is whether we were faith-
ful in it.  We do our part.  In this day of real regress, we must contend for ecological justice.  We must live 
responsibly in our own lives and encourage others to do the same.  We must support responsible policies to-
ward the environment.  In fact, my wife Michelle has sworn off plastics, which is VERY hard to do.  And as 
you may know, Pittsburgh Presbytery voted to ask the General Assembly of our denomination to divest from 
fossil fuels, which some churches have already done.  I’m hoping to start an eco-justice group in our congre-
gation to consider our carbon footprint as a church and ways to be better stewards.  Let me know if you’d be 
interested in taking part.   

 
These lovely summer days won’t last forever.  And yet, we can hold them in the peace of this moment 

and sense the divine life pulsing through them.  Happy summer to you.  And remember, the church is open 
every Sunday of the year! 

In Christ’s Peace, 
~Brian 
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Registration is now open for Jr. Day Camp and Day Camp, July 23-27 

See the registration form insert in this newsletter for complete details on the week.  Reg-
istration for both Junior Day Camp and Day Camp is available online through our website.  
Simply go to:  www.bowerhillchurch.org/daycamp/  to complete registration and pay 
online! 
 
If you would like to register using a check instead, you may complete the enclosed paper copy of the registration 
form (copies are located on the bulletin board by the Friendship Room) with your check (payable to BHCC) and 
deliver it to the church office.  Especially for Day Camp, where our space is limited to only 50 campers, please be 
sure to register early! 
 

    This year’s Jr. Day Camp theme is “Beyond Belief – The Universe of God”.  We are excited  
    for the wonderful, exciting week being planned for the children.  Look for the giving tree of  
    supplies needed for Jr. Day Camp outside of the Friendship Room.  Please consider   
    taking a leaf (or two) to donate.  All supplies and monetary donations need to be delivered to 
    the church by Sunday, July 8.  Thank you in advance for your support! 
 

Now hiring - Nursery 

With Meghan Boulden’s departure, we are seeking an adult (must be 18 yrs. or older) to work Sunday mornings in 
the nursery.  We have found that recommendations work best.  This position could be a fit for a mom, since their 
child(ren) are able to come with them, or even someone who  might want to supplement their income.  If you know 
of anyone who may be interested, please contact Amy at am@bhccml.com or the church office.   
Thank you! 
 
Summer Sunday School and Nursery Coverage 

Beginning Sunday, May 27, children from preschool through completed third grade will be combined for summer 
fun during the worship service.  Children should remain in worship until the Children's Sermon.  Then they will be 
escorted to room 110 (downstairs lounge) for games, crafts, and to enjoy the playground.  Parents should pick up 
their children from room 110 following worship. 
 
Completed 4th grade and above are invited to stay in worship with their parents.  Children’s Bulletins are available 
in the Narthex.  Childcare for infants and toddlers will be available in the nursery during worship as usual.  
 
Youth Group Summer - Save the Date 

Youth in grades 6 and up are encouraged to participate in these summer activities: 
July 2-6—Mission Work Trip at the Pittsburgh Project  

July 23-27—Jr. Day Camp week - from 9:30am to noon daily.  Youth in grades 6 and up are 
needed to help lead Jr. Day Camp for our preschool and kindergarten children.    

August 18—overnight lock-in at the church!   

 
Youth Group Summer Lock-in - Save the Date 

Be sure to save the date for a lock-in at church on Saturday, August 18.  Youth in grades six and 
up are encouraged to participate.  Watch for details in the coming months, but we wanted to make sure to get this in 
your family calendar.  Feeling young at heart?  Please contact Amy or the church office if you are interested in 
helping to chaperone this event! 

From the Director of Christian Education and Youth Programs 
Amy Grella — am@bhccml.com 

http://www.bowerhillchurch.org/daycamp/
mailto:am@bhccml.com
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From the Director of Music Ministries  —  Anne Carper Smith—an@bhccml.com 

 

 

June 3 
2nd Sunday after Pentecost 

Communion 
I Samuel 3:1-10; II Corinthians 4:5-12  

 
June 10 

3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
Mark 3:20-35; II Corinthians 4:13-5:1 

 
June 17 

4th Sunday after Pentecost 
Mark 4:26-34; II Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17 

 
June 24 

5th Sunday after Pentecost 
Mark 4:35-41; II Corinthians 6:1-13 

   On behalf of my family,  

   I want to extend my 

   sincerest thanks to the  

   people of Bower Hill 

   Community Church for the 

   kindness, cards, hugs,  

selfless work of the Deacons, 

condolences and love extended to us upon the 

death of my father, Bob.   

I always say that this church, more than any other 

that I have ever been involved with, lives the path 

of Christ.  
 
Again, many, many thanks from the Mason family. 
 

      ~ Keith 

BHCC Summer Bible Study 

While the Adult Education program has completed 
the 2017-2018 season, it is not taking a break but 
shifting gears for the summer.  The Rev. Dr. Fred 
Leasure, Parish Associate, and church member Peter 
Smith will be reprising their lectionary discussion 
series during the summer months.  Each Sunday, 
beginning June 10, at 10:45 a.m. in the Fr iend-
ship Room, they will lead a discussion of the day’s 
scripture readings.  Come join us for a change of 
pace and some lively discussion.  

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the music program at Bower Hill this past year, especially members 
of the Chancel Choir, Bell Choir, Cherub Choir, Chorister Choir, and their families.  Thank you to instrumental-
ists Kristen Mackey, Chris Robbins, Jason Robosky, Rich Salvante, Julian Salvante, and Margaret Zabo; and to 
Deb Carter for leading the Chorister Choir in rehearsals and on Palm Sunday. 
 

Over the summer, we will have four "pick-up" choir Sundays, on which all are invited to rehearse in the sanctu-
ary at 9:00 a.m. and then sing the anthem in the service the same day.  The "pick-up" choir Sundays are June 24, 
July 15 & 29, and August 12.  I look forward to continuing our music-making over the summer! 

For the remainder of 2018, BHCC will be 
hosting Family Promise during the weeks  
of June 17-24, September 2-9, and De-
cember 10-17.  The host week always 
starts on a Sunday afternoon and ends the 
following Sunday by 8:00 a.m.   
 
Many volunteers are needed to prepare 

meals, serve as evening and overnight hosts, drive, coor-
dinate activities, purchase and organize supplies, and 
assist in many other ways.  Although most hosts are 
adults, youth can participate as well by arranging activi-
ties for young children and socializing with older kids.  
Volunteering together as a family is a great way to teach 
your own children generosity of spirit.  We are always 
excited to welcome new volunteers!  If you would like 
to help, please contact our Family Promise Coordinator,  
Jean Miewald:  Phone:  412-221-2114;  
MiewaldJM@upmc.edu 
 
To learn more go to our videos at: 
http://www.bowerhillchurch.org/members-only-section/
how-to-videos-and-documents/family-promise-activities-
videos/ 

http://www.bowerhillchurch.org/members-only-section/how-to-videos-and-documents/family-promise-activities-videos/
http://www.bowerhillchurch.org/members-only-section/how-to-videos-and-documents/family-promise-activities-videos/
http://www.bowerhillchurch.org/members-only-section/how-to-videos-and-documents/family-promise-activities-videos/
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PONDERINGS FROM THE PA 

As we have gone from a family of six in 
our house to a family of two, the topic of 
“downsizing” has been discussed.  
Though this is an extremely personal one 
with many things to consider, there are 
some common thoughts.  In our advanc-

ing years, will we be able to care for such a big home 
both physically and economically?  If we do leave it, 
where will we go?  For us, there are children in each 
time zone. 
 
What we have elected to do for now is simply 
“declutter”.  Thus, we have made many trips to the Flea 
Market and to Goodwill.  It is not that we are ignoring 
the needs of the future, but simply to enjoy more fully 
what we can today. 
 
When we look at our church building, there is much 
concern about its size and the cost to maintain it.  If we 
look around the area, this issue is not unique and many 
congregations are faced with older and more deteriorat-
ed structures along with a much smaller congregation. 
 
Solutions?  There are many opinions, some of which 
are just not practical.  For me, the factor that comes to 
play the most is the faces of the children that gather 
around the steps with Brian.  We are attracting younger 
families, we have very low debt, and I believe our fu-
ture is bright as well.  For now, I think a positive out-
look and an increased effort to invite others is our best 
course of action.   
 
              Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure, Parish Associate  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Think recorders are for kids?  Think again!  The Pittsburgh Recorder Society delivers a rich, haunting sound  

on traditional early instruments.  The Society brought us an excellent “End of Summer” concert late last  

August, and they are returning to us this year to kick off the summer season.  Plan to stay after coffee hour on 

 June 3 for  a free outdoor  performance in the courtyard.  This event will last from for ty-five minutes to  

one hour, finishing before 12 noon.  A freewill offering will be collected. 

 

THE PITTSBURGH RECORDER SOCIETY 
 

Sunday, June 3 — 11:00 a.m.  
 

Courtyard at Bower Hill Church 

Sandi’s Garden Is Up and Running! 

Sandi’s Garden is now ready to burst forth and once 
again supply SHIM’s Food Pantry with bountiful fresh 
organic produce.  
 
All of this doesn’t happen on its own.  Sandi’s Garden 
provides opportunities for all members of the congre-
gation to participate.  Members can help make this 
year even more successful than last year by: 
 
 Signing up to water the garden beds for a week. 

The signup sheet is on the bulletin board on the 
way to Fellowship Hall, along with directions for 
watering.  

 Helping with harvesting produce.  
 Stopping by the garden and taking a few minutes 

to pull a few weeds. The compost bin is conven-
ient to the garden.  

 Volunteering to deliver the produce on Monday or 
Tuesday mornings. 
 

We are blessed to be part of a congregation that is 
committed to the call to serve others in so many ways. 
Sandi’s Garden provides an opportunity to enjoy the 
long-awaited, warm sunny days of spring and summer 
knowing that our little plot of land is part of a wonder-
ful mission. Many thanks to all who have been part of 
this mission project in the past and who continue to 
support it. 
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Community Notes 
Want to be included on this page?  Submissions are typically due the 15th of every month  

for the next month’s publication (unless otherwise announced). 412-561-4114 or office@bhccml.com 

Senior Men’s Breakfast Group  

The senior men's breakfast group will 
meet again on Tuesday, June 5.  The 
meeting time is 8:00 a.m., and the lo-

cation is the Kings Restaurant on Route 50 near the 
end of Greentree Road, in Scott.  The group meets in 
the room to the left of the cashier, and no reservation 
is necessary.  Usually 6-10 church members attend 
and are welcome to an unstructured discussion of any 
topic that comes to mind.  Join us! 
 
 
Western PA Diaper Bank  

The next quarterly collection of disposable baby and 

adult diapers is scheduled for Sunday, June 17.  Sizes 

4, 5 and 6 are most in need for babies.  XL diapers 

are needed for the geriatric population.  The collec-

tion container is the Pack’N Play, which is located in 

the hallway directly outside of the Nursery.   

Tax-deductible monetary donations are accepted by 

making your check payable to WPA Diaper Bank and 

mailing it to 2546 Centre Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15219.  

Please note our church name on the Memo line.  

Your donation is appreciated! 

Please save coupons for disposable diapers that you 

collect but don’t use, and place them in the envelope 

near the Pack’N Play.   

 

 

Sanctuary Flower / Donation  

Dedications 

If you are interested in purchasing sanctuary flowers 

or making a donation to the 

charity of your choice as a dedi-

cation in memory/honor of a 

loved one, please contact the 

church office to request a form.  

Available Sunday dates are as 

follows:  August 19, September 

9, and December  9. 

 

Bookworms 

BHCC’s ladies’ book discussion group 
meets monthly on the fourth Tuesday at 
7:30 p.m. in Room 103 for  fellowship 
and discussion of a chosen title.  Everyone 
is welcome to read the book for the month 
and join the discussion.  
 
The following books have been selected for the summer 
months.  Some are readily available and others are in 
short supply at the library.  You are advised to get your 
order in soon. 

June 26 — Keeper of Lost Things by Ruth Hogan 
 

July 24 — Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly 
 

August 28 — Born a Crime by Trevor Noah 

 
 
Unity Food Pantry Collection 

Our next collection date will be Sunday, June 10.  Dur-
ing the summer, children do not have access 
to the free or subsidized breakfasts and 
lunches that keep them healthy throughout 
the school year.  So that these children do 
not go hungry during summer months, Unity 
Food Pantry provides its client families 

with extra bags of food.  The greatest needs at Unity 
Food Pantry this month are for peanut butter, canned 
tuna, macaroni and cheese, cold cereals, and cereal bars. 

Donations of any non-perishable food items are always 
welcomed.  Collection bins are located in the hallways 
outside the church office and the narthex.   
 

Newsletter Deadline Notice 

The July and August Newsletters will be combined into 
a joint issue. The following deadlines and meeting dates 
apply: 

 The deadline for newsletter submissions is June 15. 

 The deadline for the September Kickoff edition of 
the newsletter is August 15. 

 Newsletter volunteers will meet next on June 28 and      
August 23.  There will be no mailing to fold in July. 

 Please call the office with any questions or concerns. 
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Session Class of 2019   Session Class of 2020  Session Class of 2021 
 
Ben Boisvert    Deb Carter    Glenn Child 

Steve Boisvert    Theresa Child    Amber Grier 

Karl Casey    Dave Hicks    Sam Kidder 

Susan Hicks    Linda James    Tim Lease 

Kent Jones    Keith Mason    Kristen Mackey 

Mike Riemer    Kara Pepicelli    Rich Salvante 
 

Deacons Class of 2019   Deacons Class of 2020  Deacons Class of 2021 
 
Cynthia Gissin    Mary Good    Betsy Hohlfelder 

Mary Gorski    Melissa Harman   Doris Olinger 

Nancy Green    Darenda Lease   Josie Sheldon 

Anne Mitchell    Phyllis Madden   Val Watterson 
 

2019 Nominating Committee  
Carolyn Boisvert, Steve Grier, Dick Headley, Ruth Robbins 

Church Leadership (2019-2021) 

    DATE            GREETERS COFFEE        COMMUNION FLOWERS  SEXTONS SOUNDBOARD 

June 3 
June Captains:  TBA  

Carter Family, J. Carper 
Olinger/
Gissin 

Margaret DeLair 

Dave Stewart  

Gordon and Anne Mitchell 

Phyllis Madden Bill Cadwell Bill Andrews 

June 10 Belardi Family, J. Carper 
Casey/
DeLair 

 Cynthia Gissin Bill Andrews Glenn Child 

June 17 L. Wohleber, J. Miewald, J. Carper Rising  Mary Good Dick Headley Rob Mackey 

June 24 Siefken Family, J. Carper Johnson  Melissa Harman Jean Miewald Nathan Ivey 

July 1 
July Captains:  TBA 

Tim and Darenda Lease, J. Carper 
 

Jean Miewald, Margaret Zabo 

Chris and Ruth Robbins 
Anne Mitchell Bill Cadwell Peter Morgan 

July 8 M. Zabo, K. Pepicelli, J. Carper   Doris Olinger Tim Lease Bill Andrews 

July 15 McAnulty Family, J. Carper   Nancy Green Dick Headley Glenn Child 

July 22 Gibbs Family, J. Carper   Josie Sheldon Glenn Child Rob Mackey 

July 29 Druckenbrod Family, J. Carper   Val Watterson Bill Andrews Nathan Ivey 

August 5 
August Captains:  TBA 

S. Child, R. Jacobs, J. Carper 
 

Bethany Gibbs, Mike Riemer 
Jason Robosky, Donna Williams 

Betsy Hohlfeld-
er 

Bill Cadwell Peter Morgan 

August 12 Bill Ewing, Ed Hanke, J. Carper   Darenda Lease Tim Lease Bill Andrews 

August 19 Deb & Steve Boisvert, J. Carper   Phyllis Madden Glenn Child Glenn Child 

August 26 M.B. Waine, D. Carter, J. Carper   Cynthia Gissin Jean Miewald Rob Mackey 

Summer Worship Volunteers 
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In April 2017, three families joined BHCC.  In addition to Brad, Tracy and Charlotte Young, Kim Kennihan,    
Jody Nagel and Sharon Suritsky along with their daughter Emma, became members. 

Brad and Tracy Young—daughter, Charlotte 

We were referred to Bower Hill by Sheldon Sorga, the Executive Presbyter of 
Pittsburgh and a current board member at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary.  
We knew that we wanted to join almost immediately as we thoroughly enjoy 
Rev. Snyder’s sermons and appreciate that the church is welcoming to families. 
 
Brad has been the Executive Director of Steel City Squash, a nonprofit provid-
ing academic enrichment to youth in Pittsburgh, for four years. Tracy currently 
serves at the Director of Enrollment and Retention at Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary.  She has been in this role for a year, after previously serving as a 
faculty member at The Neighborhood Academy for two years. 
 
We have a four-year old daughter, Charlotte, and are expecting our son in Oc-

tober of this year.  Charlotte enjoys ballet, gymnastics and spending time outdoors. 
 
Brad is an avid squash player and enjoys fly fishing.  Tracy is an aspiring gardener and loves to read in her spare 
time.  They also look forward to weekend visits to Deep Creek Lake and any excuse to spend time with their yellow 
Labrador Retriever, Gracie. 
 
We are eager to become more involved in service-oriented initiatives at Bower Hill and look forward to connecting 
further with our neighbors and church family. 

 

June 1—Carolyn Boisvert    
      Kirsten Rising 
  
June 2—Andy Druckenbrod 
     Richard Junker  
 
June 3—Judith Linaburg    
              Steve Grier 
 
June 4—Robert Foster  

 
June 5—Nina Helbling  
 
June 6—Laura Philson  
 
June 7—Char Balentine    
     Mac Harman  
 
June 11—Lily Philson    
      Alma Johnson  
 
June 12—Bill Gardner, III    
       Nancy Salvante    
       Leah Smith  
 
June 14—Jeffrey Criswell  
June 17—James Cannon  
 

June 18—Dylan Lease  
 
June 19—Katelyn Cole    
       Lucy Ivey    
       June Schriber  
 
June 20—Riley Jones    
       Tim Lease  
 
June 22—Gloria Julian 
       Rick Jacobs, Jr.  
 
June 23—June Stewart    
       Mary Good  
 
June 25—Alfie Watterson  
 
June 26—Linda James  

 
June 27—Nicholas Kane  
 
June 28—Melanie Cole   
 
June 30—Kirk Ketchum  

 

Please take a moment to read 
through the names, pray for 
them, and offer them your 

best wishes!  

If your name is not listed, it is 
because the church office 
does not have your infor-

mation. 
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Karen Reynolds, Office Administrator 

office@bhccml.com 

 

 
THE CHURCH OFFICE 

[412] 561-4114 

Monday - Friday   9:00 a.m.— 2:30 p.m. 

Bower Hill Community Church 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

70 Moffett Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15243 

Phone: 412-561-4114 
Fax: 412-561-2252 

E-mail: office@bhccml.com 
www.BowerHillChurch.org 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

Please pray for Our Care List 
Davis Gray 

Lauren Kocher 

Betty Mancini, Canterbury Place, 310 Fisk St., #507, Pgh., PA  15201 

LuAnne Pattison (former  member) 

 

Sunday Transportation 

Need a ride to worship? The deacons would like to 
provide a ride to worship for members who need one.  
Please contact the church office several days before 
Sunday worship, and someone will help schedule your 
ride. 

 

Are you willing to give a ride? 

The deacons are compiling a list of people who might be willing to give 
rides to church. There are several people who do not dr ive who 
might come to church if they had a ride. If you would be willing to 
offer rides, please call the church office at 412-561-4114.  


