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~ There Is a New Creation ~ 
“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed 

away; see, everything has become new!  All this is from God who has reconciled 
us to [Godself] through Christ and given us the ministry of reconciliation.”~  

Dear Members and Friends, 
 

As I write these words, my kids are probably just now boarding the school bus for their first day of class—both in 
middle school this year.  The trees are in full leaf, but the green’s a little faded.  It’s tinted with a vaguely yellowish hue, a 
washed-out look, hinting that the leaves are tired.  They’ve done their life’s work in a season.  They’ve spent their short 
leafy lives nourishing just one tree, and soon they’ll drop quietly to the earth where their only goal is to become fodder for 
the selfsame tree.  It’s a beautiful cycle, even if we don’t feel ready for it.  Vegetable gardens, at church and home, are 
heavy with tomatoes.  Days are hot and bright; nights and mornings are cool.  Late summer makes me sentimental.  The 
words of an infernally sad poem by Housman come to mind, calling me back to a time when my hands were slick with 
chalk dust, and eager students called, “Monsieur!  Monsieur!”  (When summer’s end is nighing, and skies at evening cloud, 
I muse on change and fortune, and all the feats I vowed, when I was young and proud…)  As an English teacher in Africa, I 
used to yearn for the cool of autumn, but summer lasted five long years in that place—a place that I now revisit daily in the 
quiet of my mind.  (What eternal summer still haunts you?)  Hark, the herald cicadas scream: Don’t bother putting the AC 
window units in the bedrooms now, slacker!  It’s too late.  Summer’s winding down.   

 
And of course, things are ramping up at Bower Hill Church!  We’re getting classrooms ready for the kids’ return.  

Another cohort of new members joins the fold on September 24.  The chancel and bell choirs are tuning up.  I’m preparing 
lessons for the upcoming confirmation class.  Adult education is working with the new goal of “bringing faith development 
and spiritual formation to all persons 18 years of age and older.”  To that end, the existing class will follow this new for-
mat:  

1st Sundays: an excellent new DVD course on science and faith from “Living the Questions”;  
2nd Sundays: a lectionary discussion led by Peter Smith;  
3rd Sundays: confirmands join the adults for my monthly presentation on faith issues; 
4th Sundays: guest speakers of other faiths talk about their beliefs, practices, and challenges;   
5th Sundays: our “Talking about Tomorrow” intergenerational discussions in Fellowship Hall.   
 
The longstanding adult class will no longer meet in the Friendship Room—which will go back to being a parlor.  

Instead, they will meet in classroom 204, a large and pleasant space that was recently vacated by DART, and just next door 
to coffee hour!  Also, two other things are happening for adults during the “second hour” time slot: 1) Pastor Fred Leasure, 
our parish associate, will lead a curriculum-based Bible study in room 206, and 2) the old nursery (Room 202, which be-
came too small for the burgeoning number of children) will serve as the “No Judgment Zone,” where folks who prefer to 
ditch the two adult classes can hang out by the Keurig and chat as they wait for their friends, spouses, or children to finish 
class.  These new things are due in large part to wishes that were expressed by church members at our “Talking about To-
morrow” events.   

Each ending is a new beginning.  This, too, is a beautiful cycle that we witness time and again in our lives, and in 
the lives of loved-ones, and in the lives of our beloved institutions.  As summer draws to a close, I feel excited about the 
new things that are coming to Bower Hill Church.  I hope you do, too.  The Apostle Paul says, “There is a new creation.”  
And that’s why we do all these churchly things anyhow.  The new creation takes place around us and within.  It’s the force 
of transformation at work in our community and our world.  In God’s mysterious economy, nothing is lost or wasted.  In 
Christ, old ways, old hearts, old lives, old attitudes, old habits and even old leaves are forever being made new.  What new 
things are happening in you?  It’s my joy and privilege to share these days with you.    

In Christ’s Peace, 
~Brian 

 
P.S.  All of these things get their start on “Kickoff Sunday,” September 10, beginning with breakfast at 8:30 a.m. in Fel-
lowship Hall.  You don’t have to bring anything, just BE THERE!   

~II Corinthians 5:17-18 
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New Children’s Worship Programming  
Kicks off Sunday, September 10  

There are many exciting additions to our Children’s Pro-
grams for the year.  New this year, there is a separate 
Sunday School class especially for 3rd—5th graders.  It is 
designed to allow students to deepen their study of the 
Bible through interactive experiences.  Class will take 
place the full duration of worship service, so kids will go 
directly to God’s Garden, room 203, when they arrive on 
Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m.  Children will meet their 
parents in Fellowship Hall following worship.    
Children from preschool (potty-trained) through second 
grade will start in worship.  Following the Children’s 
Sermon, they will be escorted to the chapel for Chil-
dren’s Worship, where they will experience Bible stories 
through seeing, hearing, and performing hands-on activi-
ties.  Parents may meet their children in Fellowship Hall 
following worship.  
Grades six and up will attend worship at 9:30 a.m. with 
their families as in the past.   
 
 

New Programming for Youth  
During the School Year 

Get ready for our all-new youth programming that kicks 
off on September 10..  Following worship and coffee 
hour, grades 6 and 7 are invited to take their snacks and 
head to the youth lounge (room 113) for XP3, a new ex-
perience designed just for middle schoolers.  Want to 
know what XP3 stands for?  Come and find out!  8-9th 
graders are invited to room 112 to participate in Confir-
mation Class led by Pastor Brian.  Both classes will run 
the full duration of second hour (10:45-11:45 a.m.).   
 
 

September Sunday Night Live Calendar 

Sunday Night Live kicks off on September 10 from 
6:00-8:00 p.m.  Youth grades six and up are invited to 
participate in team-building mixers, small group 
breakouts, and games.  SNL generally takes place the 
second and fourth Sundays of each month (except during 
holidays and other group events).  September SNL meet-
ings will be held on September 10 and 24. 
 
 

CROP Walk — Save the Date 

The Youth Group will participate in the South Hills 
CROP Walk, which is scheduled for the afternoon of 
Sunday, October 8.  Stay tuned for  more details 
about how to get involved. 

Several Opportunities Available 
During Second Hour 

The theme Discover Connect Serve is our focus for 
Bower Hill’s Educational Program year that begins Sun-
day, September 10.  There are several offerings for 
adults following the worship service.  All options are 
designed to be stand-alone, so you can come when you 
are able without missing something!  Classes take place 
Sunday mornings after worship from 10:45-11:45 a.m.  
Childcare and/or programming is provided for children 
and youth up to and including high school.   
 
 

Adult Small Group Study 

Meeting in room 206, is a study that will be led by our 
Parish Associate, Fred Leasure.  This class will cover 
various short-term studies as chosen by the leader and 
participants.  Beginning September 10, the first seven-
week class will focus on the theme of God’s interven-
tion into crisis.  Beginning with the Exodus, it will con-
tinue through the New Testament passages and conclude 
with a discussion of today’s unrest. 
 
 

Adult Ed:  Faith Formation  
and Spiritual Development 

Adult Education will now meet in room 204, just off of 
Fellowship Hall.  It offers something new each week 
focused on contemporary society and theology.  Led by 
various people, including guest speakers focused on cur-
rent events, join in for DVD presentations on Faith and 
Science and thoughtful discussion.  Once a month, the 
group is led by Pastor Brian and combines with the con-
firmation class for a presentation on faith issues.   
 
 

Connect and Converse 

There are now two dedicated spaces to cultivate fellow-
ship and conversation on Sunday mornings.  The 
Friendship Room is now open and available during sec-
ond hour.  Additionally, room 202, the room next to the 
Friendship Room, has been rearranged and refreshed.  
These spaces can be used to sit down and converse with 
people in a more comfortable setting after coffee hour.  
Whether you take advantage of second hour childcare to 
catch up with a fellow parent, or just relax while you 
wait for your youth during second hour programming, 
there are great opportunities for fellowship during sec-
ond hour. 

Exciting Changes to Bower Hill’s Christian Education and Adult Education Programming 
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Sept. 1 —  Dottie Carter 

Sept. 2 —  Calvin Kocher 

Sept. 3 —  Davis Gray 

    Emily Lansbery 

Sept. 5 —  Margaret DeLair 

Sept. 7 —  Gus Watterson 

Sept. 8 —  Amelia Cameron 

    Erin Hohlfelder 

Sept. 9 —  Aiden Belardi 

Sept. 10 — Julie Nydes 

Sept. 12 — Doris Olinger 

Sept. 14 — Paul Siefken 

Sept. 15 — Dave Gallagher 

Sept. 17 — Carol Knox 

Sept. 18 — Chloe Snyder 

Sept. 19 — Jonathan May 

Sept. 23 — Henry Druckenbrod 

Sept. 24 — George Vosburgh 

Sept. 25 — Amy Grella 

Sept. 26 — Tyler Musher 

Sept. 27 — Ashley Brown 

    Michael Waine 

Sept. 28 — Gordon Mitchell 

Sept. 29 — Bruce Barrett 

     Ellena Gibbs 

     Ethel LaBarbera 

     Ruth Foltz 

     Tiffany Marcovsky 

  THE BIRTHDAY BLESS-
ING:  

Please take a moment to read 
through the names, pray for 
them, and offer them your 

best wishes!  

Ponderings from the PA 

John Wesley is known for his  
three-fold advice: “Earn all you 
can, Save all you can, Give all you 
can.”  Pondering this advice can 
cause one to be confused concern-
ing the last two phrases.  If you are 
saving all you can, then it may seem that you do not 
have much to give.  This seems especially true for 
those of us who are retired and often wonder if our 
savings will expire before we do. 
Dr. Ernest Campbell, a well known Presbyterian 
clergy, once preached a sermon in which he charac-
terized the theme of our current age as: “Grab it up, 
Use it up, and Move on!”  Correct as he may have 
been, it stands in stark contrast to Wesley’s advice.  
So how do we reconcile what is with what is ideal? 
I believe we should focus our giving of time and 
material wealth on the basis of our need to give ra-
ther than the need of the organization or individual 
to receive.  Giving is our affirmation of both the 
source and ownership of all we have.  Psalm 24 af-
firms:  “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, 
the world, and all who live in it.” 

Family Promise Info 

For the remainder of 2017, we will be hosting Family Promise during the weeks of September 17-24 and 
December 10-17.  The host week always star ts on a Sunday afternoon and ends the following Sunday 
by 8:00 a.m.   

Scheduling volunteers is underway.  Many volunteers are needed to prepare meals, serve as evening and 
overnight hosts, drive, coordinate activities, purchase and organize supplies, and assist in many other ways.  

Although most hosts are adults, youth can participate as well by arranging activities for young children and socializing 
with older kids.  Volunteering together as a family is a great way to teach your own children generosity of spirit.  We are 
always excited to welcome new volunteers!  If you would like to help, please contact our Family Promise Coordinator,  
Jean Miewald:  Phone:  412-221-2114;  MiewaldJM@upmc.edu  
To learn more go to our videos at: 
http://www.bowerhillchurch.org/members-only-section/how-to-videos-and-documents/family-promise-activities-videos/ 
Or reach out to our additional Family Promise contacts: 
 
Dinner Host—Darenda Lease, 412-854-4481 or dlease109@comcast.net 
 Consists of preparing a meal for 14 people or less (plus the hosts!). Meals should be simple; a meat, veggie, starch, dessert.  
 
Overnight—Betsy Hohlfelder, 412-341-1029 or betsyho@verizon.net 

 Overnight Hosts arrive at 8:15 p.m. 
 
Drivers—Margaret DeLair, 724-344-7776 or margaretdelair@gmail.com 

 Takes approximately an hour of your time and provides you with an opportunity to meet and talk with new people. 

 Involves driving the 14 passenger van from BHCC to the Crafton house in the afternoon, picking up our guests, and driv-
ing them back to BHCC (and vice versa in the morning). 

http://www.bowerhillchurch.org/members-only-section/how-to-videos-and-documents/family-promise-activities-videos/
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Parish Life —Theresa Child, Committee Chair 
 
Kickoff Breakfast - September 10, 8:30 a.m. 

Join us for breakfast in Fellowship Hall beginning 
at 8:30 a.m., followed by worship, as we begin an-

other fabulous and evolving Sunday School and Adult Education 
year!  

 
Steeler Game 

Sunday, October 15, 4:25 p.m. vs. KC Chiefs 

Fellowship Hall — All Church invited 
 

“Women Helping Women” Craft and Vendor Show 
Saturday, November 4 — 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

To benefit SWPA Family Promise 

Sandi’s Garden  

Isn’t Ready to Call It Quits! 
 
Summer may be almost at an end, but Sandi’s 
Garden isn’t ready to call it quits. Sandi's Gar-
den is still full of hot and sweet pepper plants, 
squash, zucchini, and beans ready, willing, and 
able to continue to supply SHIM’s Food Pantry 
with bountiful fresh organic produce. Although 
our hot peppers are small and don’t weigh as 
much as a zucchini or squash, they are one of 
the more popular items at the Food Pantry and, 
for many of the clients, are a reminder of the 
homes they have left behind to come to this 
country. Last year we delivered fresh produce 
into November and we hope to be able to do that 
once again. To keep the garden going, we still 
need volunteers to water the garden into Octo-
ber. There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin 
board on the way to Fellowship Hall.  Please 
consider making this a family project. Many 
thanks to those who help make Sandi's Garden 
such a successful part of BHCC's continued 
commitment to serve others.  

Coffee, Cake & Conversation 

Returns in September!  
 
The monthly afternoon discussion group cre-
ated by Bill Cadwell will return on Tuesday, 
September 26, at 2:00 p.m. in Fellowship 
Hall with a new format. Replacing the former 
unstructured discussion will be a brief presentation on a 
variety of subjects followed by group reactions and dis-
cussion. The September program will begin with a  
20-minute CD presentation, entitled “In ____ We Trust,” 
brought from the Chautauqua Institution.  It was written 
by The Rev. Ginger Caines-Cirelli, pastor of the historic 
Foundry Methodist Church in Washington, D.C.  Her 
presentation was part of  the week at Chautauqua 
themed: “The Supreme Court: At a Tipping Point” 
with a secondary theme of “Religions Communities: 
Holding America Accountable.”  Refreshments will 
be served.  All are welcome! 

 
Hello! 
 
This summer has flown by, and it’s time to start our fall music season!   
 
Bells and Chancel (adult) choir will have their first rehearsals at 6:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m., 
respectively, beginning Thursday, September 7 in the choir room.  The Chancel choir will 
resume singing during the weekly worship services beginning Sunday, September 10.  
 
Looking ahead to the fall, the Cherub Choir will rehearse in the choir room from 
10:45 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. on the following dates: November 19 and 26, along with Decem-
ber 3 and 10.  They will sing in worship on December 17.  If you are interested in helping 
with Cherubs this year, please contact Anne Smith.   
Looking forward to making music together!    Anne 

Anne Carper Smith 

an@bhccml.com 

 

A New Members Class was held 
on Sunday, August 20.  These 
incoming members will be wel-
comed on Sunday, September 24 
following worship during Coffee 
Hour. 
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Community Notes 
Want to be included on this page? Submissions are due the 15th of every month  

for the next month’s publication. 412-561-4114 or office@bhccml.com 

Koinonia: Women’s Bible Study 

Koinonia is the name of the Bower Hill Women’s Bible 
Study group. The group meets on Wednesday mornings 
from 9:00 a.m. until 10:30 a.m. in Room 110 (Lounge) 
from September through May.  Our first meeting date of 
the season is September 13, so please join us. 
 
Koinonia is a Greek word meaning “fellowship.” While 
we come together to learn and to deepen our faith, equally 
important is the fellowship we share with one another. A 
strong Biblical background is not required to be a mem-
ber…all you need is a desire to grow.  Contact Kathy 
Philson with any questions. 
 
 

Western PA Diaper Bank  

Our next collection date for disposable diapers will be 
Sunday, September 17.  Sizes 4, 5 and 6 are most in 
need for babies.  XL diapers are needed for the geriatric 
population.  The collection container is the Pack’N Play, 
which is located in the hallway directly outside of the 
Nursery.   
 
To make a tax-deductible monetary donation, please 
make your check payable to Western Pennsylvania Dia-
per Bank and mail it to Western Pennsylvania Diaper 
Bank, 2546 Centre Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15219.  Our  
church should be written on the Memo line of your check.  
Your donation is appreciated! 
 
Please note:  Please save coupons for  disposable dia-
pers that you collect but don’t use, and place them in the 
envelope near the Pack’N Play.   
 
 

United Food pantry collection 

The next collection date is Kickoff Sunday, 
September 10.  The pantry’s needs are greater 
than ever before—primarily for boxed cereal 
(especially Cheerios, which is the only cereal 
some clients are able to eat), Ensure or Boost, 
canned soups, canned tuna, and white rice.  

Also, as the holidays approach, donations of special foods 
are accepted, including all-in-one dessert mixes (i.e. noth-
ing that requires a separate container of frosting), and 
boxed potatoes.  Unity Food Pantry (formerly the Wallace 
Memorial Food Pantry) thanks the members of BHCC for 
the tireless support of its ministry.   

Senior Men’s Group 

The senior men's breakfast group will 
meet on Tuesday, September 5.  The 
meeting time is 8:00 a.m., and the 
location is the Kings Restaurant on 

Route 50 near the end of Greentree Road, in Scott.  
The group meets in the room to the left of the cashier, 
and no reservation is necessary. Usually 6-10 church 
members attend and are welcome to an unstructured 
discussion of any topic that comes to mind.  Join us! 
 

Bookworms 

Bookworms is our ladies’ book discussion group, 
which meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 
7:30 p.m. in Room 103 for fellowship and discussion 
of a chosen title.  Everyone is welcome to read the 
book for the month and join the discussion.   

September 26 

Man Called Ove, by Fredrik Backman 
 

October 24 

Wright Brothers, by David McCullough  
 

November 28 

Rex, by Cathleen Lewis 
 

December—No meeting 
 

January 23 

One in a Million Boy, by Monica Wood 
 

 

Sanctuary Flowers 

Would you like to purchase sanctuary flowers or make a 
donation to the charity of your choice in 
memory or honor of a loved one?  OPEN 
Sunday dates through the end of December 
are as follows: 

September 10, December 10  

DATED forms are available in the Literature 
Rack outside the Nursery.  Just pick up the 
form for the date requested, and send it to the office 
along with your payment ($35 for donation and $45 for 
live flowers).   
 
Please call the office if you have any questions.  
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 September 
 
Communion Servers—Sept. 10 

Dick Headley, Cathy Morgan 
Jason Rising, Kiri Rising 
 
Usher Captain—Kent Jones 
 
Lectors 
Sept. 10:  Rev. Fred Leasure 
Sept. 17:  Cathy Morgan 
Sept. 24:  Keith Mason 
 
Greeters 

Sept. 3:    Carolyn & Dick Westerhoff 
   Jeff Carper 
Sept. 10:  Kocher Family, Jeff Carper 
Sept. 17:  Linda James, Bill Andrews 
   Jeff Carper 
Sept. 24:  Siefken Family, Jeff Carper 
 
Acolytes 
Sept. 10:  Hayden Jones, Nate Rising 
Sept. 17:  Owen and Jacob Geis 
Sept. 24:  Allie and Christopher Bruder 
 
Coffee Hour 

Sept. 3:    Druckenbrod/Schlesinger 
Sept. 10:  Geis Family 
Sept. 17:  Sally Child & Family  
Sept. 24:  Philson Family 
 
 
 Flower Deacons 

 Sept. 3:    Anne Mitchell 
 Sept. 10:  Nancy Green 

 Sept. 17:  Kathy Philson 
 Sept. 24:  Ruth Robbins 
 
 Sextons 

 Sept. 3:    Dick Headley 
 Sept. 10:  Bill Andrews 
 Sept. 17:  Tim Lease 
 Sept. 24:  Bill Cadwell 
 
 Soundboard 

 Sept. 3:    Glenn Child 
 Sept. 10:  Rob Mackey 
 Sept. 17:  Nathan Ivey 
 Sept. 24:  Peter Morgan 

The Volunteer Worship Schedule for the 
remainder of 2017 will be emailed in ear-

ly September. 
 

Please contact the following if you  
have questions or need to reschedule:   

 
Usher Captains, Greeters 

Andy Druckenbrod 
 

Communion Servers 
Donna Williams 

 
Lectors 

Pastor Brian Snyder 
 

Acolytes 
Jean Miewald 

 
Coffee Hour 
Pat Jacobs 

 
Flower Deacons 
Cynthia Gissin 

 
Sextons 

Bill Cadwell 
 

Soundboard 
Glenn Child 

Wor- ship 
Plans 

 

September 3: 13th Sunday after  Pentecost  

No Communion  

Matthew 16:21-28; Exodus 3:1-15 

 

September 10: 14th Sunday after  Pentecost  

Kickoff Sunday 

Communion (return to pew service) 

Romans 13:8-14; Matthew 18:15-20 

 

September 17: 15th Sunday after  Pentecost 

Matthew 18:21-35; Romans 14:1-12 

 

September 24: 16th Sunday after  Pentecost  

Matthew 20:1-16; Philippians 1:21-30 

The church office will be closed  

on Monday, September 4, 

for the Labor Day holiday. 

 

Betty R. Winnett 

1/8/28—8/14/17 
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Sunday Transportation 

Need a ride to worship? The deacons would like to 
provide a ride to worship for members who need one.  
Please contact the church office several days before 
Sunday worship, and someone will help schedule your 
ride. 

 

Are you willing to give a ride? 

The deacons are compiling a list of people who might be willing to give 
rides to church. There are several people who do not dr ive who might 
come to church if they had a ride. If you would be willing to offer rides, 
please call the church office at 412-561-4114.  

OUR CHURCH STAFF 

 

 Rev. Dr. Brian Snyder, Pastor 

br@bhccml.com 

 

Parish Associate 

Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure 

 

Company of Pastors 

 Rev. Tami Hooker 

Rev. Dr. Fred Leasure 

Rev. Dr. Betty Sykes 

 Rev. John Yohe 

 

Amy Grella 

Director of Christian Education  

and Youth Programs 

am@bhccml.com 

 

Anne Smith, Director of Music Ministries 

an@bhccml.com 

 

Dianne Scott, Financial Secretary 

di@bhccml.com 

 

Karen Reynolds, Office Administrator 

office@bhccml.com 

 

 
THE CHURCH OFFICE 

[412] 561-4114 

Monday - Friday   9:00 a.m.— 2:30 p.m. 

Bower Hill Community Church 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

Please pray for Our Care List 

70 Moffett Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15243 

Phone: 412-561-4114 
Fax: 412-561-2252 

E-mail: office@bhccml.com 
www.BowerHillChurch.org 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 


